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THE  CACTUS. 

'T'lns  class  of  jilants  recommends  itself  to 

the  amateur  more  highly  than  an)' other 
we  know  of.  Needing  but  ordinary  care, 
it  can  be  left  for  days  and  even  weeks  with- 
out water  during  the  dormant  season,  and 
it  will  withstand  all  the  heat  and  dust  of 
the  oniinary  dwelling.  To  the  busy  house- 
wife it  offers  a  pleasing  contrast  to  many 
varieties  of  flowers  that  need  most  careful 
and  constant  care  to  produce  good  results. 

Many  of  the  species  are  very  interesting 
both  in  the  manner  of  growth  and  in  the 
great  beauty  and  size  of  flower. 

In  the  large  and  varied  family  of  cacti, 
there  is  much  to  interest  and  instruct  the 
most  casual  observer  ;  while  to  the  enthu- 
siast, the  desire  to  increase  his  collection 
of  plants  becomes  almost  a  mania. 

Of  late  years  quite  a  large  number  of 
flower  lovers  have  added  these  curious 
plants  to  theii  collections. 

In  many  parts  of  Germany  and  England 
these  plants  have  been  collected  and  grown 
for  years.  The  treatment  they  received 
however  produced  such  poor  lesults,  that 
they  did  not  grow  in  public  favor  as  rap 
idly  as  their  beauty  and  grotesqueness  en- 
titled them  to.  Under  more  favorable 
treatment,  the  growth  of  the  plants,  the 
beauty  and  number  of  blooms  to  be  ob- 
taineti  from  some  varieties  brought  them 
into  much  greater  prominence,  and  we 
confidently  look  forward  to  the  day  when 
at  least  a  small  collec"tion  will  be  owned 


by  all  admirers  of  the  beautiful  in  flowers. 

Of  the  many  hundreds  of  varieties  now 
known,  the  greater  portion  are  natives  of 
the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and  of 
these  many  grow  in  such  remote  parts,  that 
they  are  very  difficult  to  obtain,  and  are 
consequently  quite  rare. 

Visitors  to  the  World's  Fair  were  much 
l^leased  with  the  exhibit  of  cacli  from 
Mexico,  as  also  the  splendid  collection 
from  Arizona  and  Texas,  which  includes 
some  of  the  Candelabra  Cacti,  familiar  to 
travelers  in  the  more  distant  jiarts  of  our 
country. 

No  doubt  many  of  the  visitors  saw  then 
a  collection  of  catfti  for  the  first  time  in 
their  lives,  and  who  can  tell  the  desires 
that  may  have  taken  possession  of  perhaps 
thousands  who  desire  to  possess  a  few  of 
these  wonderful  plants. 

Of  the  great  multitude  of  plants  under 
cultivation,  the  cactus  occupies  a  sphere 
]>eculiarly  its  own,  and  while  the  plant  in 
some  instances  is  grotesque,  and  we  may 
say  often  ugly,  nature  seems  to  make  a- 
mendsby  giving  it  some  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful and  fragrant  flowers,  many  of  themsur- 
jiassed  by  none,  save  probably  the  bloom 
of  an  orchid. 

Orchids — Some  of  these  plants  are  be- 
coming popular  among  amateur  florists  who 
have  facilities  for  their  culture.  .\  few  prac- 
tical notes  from  any  of  our  readers  regard- 
ing their  success  with  Orchids,  the  kinds, 
treatment,  &c.,  would  be  interesting. 
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The  Society  are  having  a  series  of 
lectures  delivered  by  one  of  the  members 
at  the  regular  meetings  We  propose 
quoting  from  them  for  the  benefit  of  our 
readers. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  one  de- 
livered at  a  recent  meeting  : 

CULTURE  OF  CACTI. 

DY  studying  the  conditions  and  sur- 
roundings  of  plants  found  growing 
in  a  natural  state,  we  gain  a  clue  to  their 
better  management  when  grown  under  con- 
ditions, that  to  a  great  extent  are  artificial. 

The  poor  success  in  growing  cacti  in 
many  instances,  is  no  doubt  due  to  the 
lack  of  proper  knowledge  as  to  their  sur- 
roundings, etc.,  before  bringing  them  to 
our  homes. 

This  beautiful  class  of  plants  in  their 
native  homes,  grow  mostly  in  sandy  or 
loamy  soil,  and  in  hot  arid  regions,  where 
we  find  scarcely  any  other  vegetation. 

Only  a  few  species  are  found  in  marshy 
soil,  viz  :  Mamillaria  Versicolor,  Mamil- 
laria  Centricirrha  and  Anhalonium  Pris- 
maticum. 

A  small  portion  of  the  family  vegetate 
like  parasites  on  trees. 

The  greatest   portion  however  grows  in 
very  hot  and  sandy  sections,  which   would 
indicate  that  heat  and  drought  are  essen 
tial  to  the  best  success  in  growing  them. 

The  cacti  family  is  so  accommodating 
that  it  will  live  in  almost  any  soil,  (pro- 
vided it  is  free  from  raw  animal  substance) 
yet  to  obtain  bloom  and  achieve  the  best 
results,  it  is  necessary  to  appy  soils  that 
have  been  found  to  be  the  best  adapted  for 
the  different  varieties. 

SOILS. 

a.  3  parts  peat  soil,  i  part  clean  hot  bed 
soil,  I  part  sand  and  i  part  powdered 
charcoal. 

This  has  proved  the  most  successful  for 
all  the  parasites  of  the  cacti  family,  the 
less  fleshier  varieties  of  mamillaria,  echino- 
cactus,  cereus,  anhalonium.  astrophytum 
and  pelecyhora,  and  all  seedlings  that  are 
ready  to  handle. 

b.  3  parts  good  hotbed  soil,  i  part  of 
loam,  I  part  coarse  river  sand,  i  part  of 
peat  or  rotted  wood. 

This  soil  is  best  adapted  for  the  stout  or 
thickgrowing  varities.  such  as  melocactus, 
echinopsis,  opuntias  and  pilocereus  ;  also 
the  older  plants  of  mamillaria,  echino- 
cactus  and  cereus  family. 

c.  I  part  leaf  mold,  i  part  hotbed  soil, 
I  part  well- rotted  sod,  and  y'z  part  coarse 
river  sand. 


This  soil  most  suitable  for  sowing  seed 
and  for  seedlings,  as  it  keeps  open  and 
porous,  allowing  full  evaporation,  and  pre- 
venting the  seedling  from  smothering. 

Peafis  beneficial  to  all  varieties  of  cactfe 
as  it  is  light  and  rich,  keeps  the  soil  in  a. 
good  porous  condition,  dries  out  quickly 
and  is  free  from  rotten  and  decaying  sub- 
stances. 

Charcoal  can  be  used  to  advantage  in^ 
all  mixtures  of  soil.  Wood  charcoal  as- 
well  as  animal  charcoal  possess  many  bene- 
ficial qualities  which  recommend  ihem, 
and  should  be  used  freely.  It  will  aid 
vegetation  and  has  great  absorbing  powers; 
it  will  add  warmth  to  the  plants  and  will 
kee])  the  soil  in  a  sweet  condition. 

Animal  charcoal,  with  which  sugar  is 
refined,  is  perhaps  the  best,  as  it  possesses- 
the  most  nutriment. 

The  use  of  these  soils,  with  a  good 
sunny  exposure  and  care  as  to  watering,, 
will  undoubtedly  produce  good  results. 


ORCHIDS. 

AN  Orchid,  as  commonly  known,  is  a 
•**  flower  belonging  to  the  great  Natural 
Order  Orchidaceae.  Plants  of  this  order- 
are  found  native  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
except  in  exceedingly  cold  regions  and  in 
the  hot,  arid  countries  of  the  tropics.  In^ 
the  temperate  zones  the  plants  are  terres- 
trial, that  is,  they  are  found  growing  in 
the  earth.  In  the  dense  forests  of  the 
Torrid  Zone,  where  the  finest  and  rarest: 
specimens  are  found,  they  are  mostly 
Epiphytes,  or  found  growing  on  trees. 
The  plants  are  all  iierennials,  with  par- 
alleled veined  leaves,  and  the  flowers  are 
irregular,  and  so  diverse  in  form  that  they 
have  been  likened  to  almost  all  kinds  of 
insects. 

One  of  the  distinguishing  characteris- 
tics of  this  order  is  the  twisting  of  the 
ovary.  ]f  you  find  a  herbaceous  plant 
with  fleshy  or  fasciculated  roots,  parallel 
veined  leaves,  irregular  or  papilionaceous 
flowers  borne  upon  a  twisted  ovary  or  seed- 
pod  you  can  determine  at  once  that  the 
plant  is  an  Orchid.  Of  course  these  are 
not  absolute  characteristics  of  the  order, 
but  there  are  few  of  our  native  Orchids 
that  could  not  be  readily  distinguished 
by  this  simple  description.  The  finest 
native  Orchid  we  have  in  this  country  is 
Cypripedium  spectabilis,  the  well-known 
Lady  Slijiper.  It  is  easily  grown  in  the- 
garden.  Most  of  the  Orchids  grown  are 
from  tropical  countries  and  require  the 
heat  of  the  hot  house.      The   EpiphyticaL 
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Orchids  are  mostly  tied  to  blocks,  a  little 
sphagnum  moss  tied  over  the  roots,  and 
the  block  luing  up  in  the  hothouse.  Some 
Orchids  produce  their  flower-clusters  from 
the  "roots,"  and  when  grown  in  baskets 
•of  moss  the  flowers  are  likely  to  be  pro- 
•duced  from  a  stem  issuing  from  the  bottom, 
as  from  the  top  of  the  vessel.  Many 
Orchids  are  very  difficult  to  grow,  and  can 
only  be  successfully  cultivated  by  the 
most  careful  florist  and  witli  the  most 
approved  facilities  known. 

Charcoal  for  Rooting  Cuttings. 

THK  foUowiiig  uieiliod   has   proven   itself 
very  successful  in  the   rooting  of  cacti 
■cuttings: 

Fill  a  flat  box  of  say  about  S  inches  depth 
-with  2  inches  of  coarse  coal  ashes,  cover  the 
same  with  about  4  inches  of  crushed  char- 
coal, and  moisten  the  whole  thoroughly,  after 
which  put  in  the  slips  or  cuttings  you  wish  to 
root.  Set  the  globular  varieties  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  charcoal,  and  sink  the  taller  ones 
into  it  securely  fastened  to  a  stake,  t )  prevent 
them  from  falling  when  watering.  Now  set 
the  box  in  a  light,  shady  position  in  your 
greenhouse  or  conservatory,  or  when  outside 
protect  it  by  means  of  glass  from  the  heavy 
rains,  hut  di>  not  exclude  light,  and  in  a 
reasonably  short  time  new  roots  will  make 
their  appearance.  Keep  the  charcoal  mod- 
•erately  moist  continually,  and  occasionallv 
spray  the  plants  with  an  atomizer  or  small 
■syringe,  which  is  very  beneficial.  Do  not  be 
hasty  in  planting  your  cutting  out  as  soon  as 
young  roots  show  themselves,  but  always  al- 
low them  to  make  a  bunch  of  good,  healthy 
roots,  and  your  patience  will  be  rewarded  by 
Tjetter  growth,  after  becoming;  thoroughly 
established. 

This  error  in  hasty  plauliug  before  being 
thoroughly  rooted  is  often  the  cause  of  the 
plant  showing  no  growth  for  a  long  period, 
"because  there  was  not  enough  time  allowed 
for  roots  to  form  to  properly  nourish  the 
plant.  When  planting  out,  carefully  take 
the  plant  out  of  the  cutting  box,  so  you  do 
■not  injure  the  roots,  and  as  they  are  very 
tender,  pack  the  soil  prepared  for  them  care- 
fully around,  and  water  slightly. 

This  method  will  also  prove  very  satisfac- 
tory with  euphorbias,  aloes,  agaves,  etc.,  and 
also  many  leaf  plants 

It  is  certainly  worthy  of  a  trial,  as  it  costs 
comparatively  nothing,  and  we  feel  confident 
that  better  results  will  follow  than  from  the 
•use  of  sand,  for  several  reasons,  viz  :  In  the 
use  of  sand,  cuttings  must  be  allowed  to  dry 
off  before  setting   them   iu  the  cuttingbox, 


which  of  course  causes  them  to  shrivel  to  a 
certain  extent.  With  the  use  of  charcoal  it 
can  be  placed  at  once,  as  the  charcoal  con^ 
tains  healing  properties,  and  no  danger  is 
experienced  from  the  rotting  of  healthy  cut- 
tings as  IS  often  the  case  when  sand  is  used. 
Another  important  point  is,  that  charcoal, 
while  it  holds  moisture  as  long  as  sand,  does 
not  not  bake  nor  become  impure.  F. 


WINTER-BLOO.niNQ  PLANTS. 

Those  who  wisli  to  raise  plants  for  winter- 
blooming  should  begin  this  month.  Seeds 
of  Chinese  Primrose,  Cineraria,  .Ageratum, 
Browallia.  Mignonette  and  many  other 
plants  should  be  sown  this  month,  in  order 
to  bloom  well  during  the  coming  winter. 
For  baskets  sow  Lobelia,  MimuUis,  Smilax, 
Linaria,  etc.,  and  the  display  will  be  fine 
by  the  time  you  want  to  decorate  your 
rooms  for  winter.  Now  is  the  time,  also, 
to  start  cuttings  for  winter.  Geraniums 
Fuchsias.  Begonias,  etc.,  all  start  readily 
in  sand  during  the  warm  months,  and  make 
a  vigorous  growth  which  ensures  fine 
flowers  for  winter. 

WATERING  PLANTS. 

.As  a  rule,  the  best  time  to  water  plants 
is  in  the  evening.  They  thus  have  the 
benefit  of  the  moisture  during  the  night, 
and  are  better  prepared  for  the  evapora- 
tion which  occurs  during  the  day  lime. 

Never  water  plan's  at  mid-day,  especi- 
ally when  the  sun  is  shining  upon  them. 
Before  the  moisture  is  evaporated  from 
the  foliage  the  heated  rays  are  likely  to 
cause  blighted  or  withered  spots  to  appear 
upon  the  leates,  something  for  which  there 
is  no  remedy  except  to  remove  the  leaves 
and  allow  new  and  perfect  ones  to  take 
their  places. 

POT-BOUND  PLANTS  AND 
BLOOMING. 

Begonias  and  most  of  our  blooming 
plants  need  not  be  jiot-bound  to  bloom, 
but  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  rarely  bloom 
till  the  roots  have  reached  the  sides  of  the 
pot.  While  a  plant  is  pushing  out  roots 
and  growing  it  rarely  blooms  ;  but  after  the 
growth  has  been  tnade.  then  comes  the 
inids  and  flowers.  Of  course  this  is  not  an 
absolute  rule,  for  many  of  our  deciduous 
trees  and  shrubs,  as  well  as  herbaceous  i)er- 
ennials  bloom  before  active  growth  begins. 
These,  however,  form  their  buds  and  per- 
fect their  growth  the  previous  season.  To 
pot  or  trans-plant  always  retards  bloom- 
ing. 
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The '-Baltimore  Cactus  Society"  was 
formed  in  1889  by  several  gentlemen  en- 
gaged in  the  collecting  and  cultivating  of 
rare  cacti. 

Upon  application  to  our  State  Legisla- 
ture a  charter  was  granted,  and  the  Society 
was  duly  incorporated. 

Last  year  the  society  held  a  public  exhi- 
bition of  cacti,  and  from  the  interest  and 
encouragement  ihere  shown,  the  members 
of  the  Society  became  convinced  that  this 
class  of  plants  was  more  largely  grown  than 
they  had  any  idea  of,  and  that  others  out- 
side of  our  members  were  trying  to  learn 
more  about  the  culture  of  this  odd  and 
curious  class  of  plants. 

With  a  view  of  trying  to  impart  some 
knowledge  to  others,  it  has  been  decided 
to  publish  a  monthly  Journal,  devoted  to 
timely  articles  on  the  cultivation  of  cacta- 
ceous plants. 

There  are  but  few  things  in  life  that  have 
a  more*  refining  and  ennobling  influence 
upon  the  human  mind  than  the  love  and 
care  of  flowers. 

Plants  and  flowers  are  companions  and 
civilizers. 

All  the  great  poets  have  been  flower 
lovers,  and  many  of  the  best  and  tenderest 
natures  find  comfort  and  solace  from  these 
most  precious  gifts  of  the  great  Creator. 

The  growing  popularity  of  this  class 
of  plants  is  as  much  a  mark  of  the 
world's  advancement,  as  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  good  books  now  pub- 
lished, or  the  higher  standard  of  intelli- 
gence as  shown  by  all  civilized  nations. 


We  shall  use  every  endeavour  to  make 
the  Journal  useful  and  instructive  to  all 
our  readers. 

Among  our  members  and  correspon- 
dents are  several  prominent  growers  of 
this  class  of  plants  and  Floriculturists,  with 
whom  cacti  is  a  "hobby"  whose  writings 
will  interest  all,  and  especially  those  who 
have  a  collection  of  succulent  plants. 

The  price  of  subscription  is  as  low  as 
we  can  make  it,  to  publish  the  paper 
without  a  loss  to  ourselves. 

We  have  nothing  to  sell  but  this  paper, 
and  no  interest  to  serve  other  than  the 
good  of  our  members  and  subscribers. 

On  these  grounds  we  ask  the  support  of 
those  who  wish  to  know  more  and  better 
how  to  care  for  the  plants  they  have,  and 
how  to  raise  new  ones,  which  kinds  are 
the  best  for  given  conditions  and  surround- 
ings, and  the  varieties  best  suited  for  gen- 
eral cultivation,  etc.,  etc,  and  we  think 
we  can  save  you  more  than  the  cost  of  a 
year's  subscription,  and  enable  you  to 
spend  your  money  for  plants  in  such  a  way 
as  to  get  more  satisfaction  and  enjoyment 
than  ever  before. 

THE  COniNQ  HOBBY. 

A  great  writer  and  thinker  and  observer 
of  human  affairs  said  :  "Everybody  should 
have  a  hobby,  because  it  individualizes 
one."  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  hobby 
should  be  expensive,  and  it  is  desirable  to 
have  it  one  which  the  ordinary  mind  can 
appreciate,  for  next  to  the  hobby  itself  is 
the  joy  of  talking  about  it  to  others  or 
getting  some  friend  to  share  in  it  for  a 
time.  The  stamp  collector,  the  youth  who 
impales  ugly  bugs  on  pins  or  the  person 
who  spends  half  a  day  hammering  a  long- 
named  fossil  out  of  a  hard  rock  may  thor- 
oughly enjoy  themselves,  but  their  hobby 
is  in  many  respects  selfish,  since  no  out- 
sider can  enter  at  once  into  its  pleasures. 
And  if  these  people  begin  to  ride  their 
hobby  in  public,  their  friends  either  go  to 
sleep  or  the  encyclopaedia.  The  study 
of  the  wild  flowers  and  the  culture  and 
collecting  of  the  rare  and  beautiful  Cacti 
are  a  downright  sensible  hobby.  Especi- 
ally that  of  the  cacti  is  the  coming  hobby 
and  the  same  is  gaining  day  by  day.  If 
ever  Americans  could  feel  proud  of  leading 
in  a  hobby,  they  will  feel  it  has  been  a 
great  honor  to  lead  in  the  cacti  procession. 
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CACTE>e  OPUNTI/C. 

TpHIS  division  of  the  cacti  includes  the 
genera  Nopalea,  Rliipsalis,  Opnntia 
and  Pereskia,  which  are  cliaracterized  by 
brancheii  and  jointed  stems,  and  by  the 
calyx  tube  not  extending  beyond  the  ovary. 
The  ordinary  type  of  Opuntia  is  one  of 
the  most  familiar  forms  cf  Cactus.  The 
very  peculiar  flattened,  oval  or  elliptical 
branches  destitute  of  leaves,  but  armed 
with  abundant  spines,  constitute  the  dis- 
tinguishing characters  of  the  Indian  Figs, 
as  tiicy  are  known  to  most  people,  and 
that,  in  fact,  is  the  predominating  form 
in  tiiis  large  genus.  There  are,  however, 
many  very  striking  departures  from  these 


OPUNTIA   TUNA. 

prevailing  characters.  For  instance,  sev- 
eral species  have  irregularly  cylindrical 
stems  and  slight  elevations  of  the  surface, 
similar  to,  but  not  so  prominent  as  the 
tubercles  in  other  genera,  and  identical 
with  them  in  structure.  Some  of  these 
species  have  very  slender  stems,  such  as 
Opuntia  Frutescens,  and  when  not  in 
flower  could  scarcely  be  recognized  as  a 
member  of  the  Indian  Fig  group.  In  one 
resi)ect  the  Opuntias  are  especially  jiecu- 
liar,  and  this  is  the  production  ujion  the 
younger  branches,  particularly  of  the  fiat- 
stemmed  kinds  of  small,  thick,  fleshy  ap- 
pendages, which  are  regarded  as  leaves, 
or,  at  least,  as  their  representatives. 
They  appear  below  the  clusters  of  spines 
and  are  very  prominent  upon  the  young 
growth  of  Opuntia  Rafinesque  and  others, 
but  they  either  become  shrivelled  and 
scarcely  perceptible,  as  the  stem  increases 
in  age, or  they  fall  off,  and  they  never  ad- 
vance beyond  the  rudimentary  state  men- 
tioned. 


The  floral  structure  of  the  Indian  Figs 
does  not  present  any  marked  variations. 
The  sepals  and  petals  are  very  numerous 
and  indistinguishable,  the  outer  generally 
narrow,  the  inner  broader  and  spreading. 
The  stems  are  shorter  than  the  petals  in 
a  dense  central  cluster,  above  which  the 
five  to  seven  lobed  stigma  is  slightly 
raised.  A  large  portion  of  the  species 
have  yellow  or  orange-colored  flowers, 
and  some  of  these  are  exceedingly  hand- 
some. The  fruits,  which  have  given  the 
popular  name  to  this  genus,  are  compara- 
tively large,  three  to  four  inches  long,  and 
two  to  three  inches  in  diameter,  egg- 
shaped,  or  in  a  few  cases,  somewhat  pear- 
like in  form,  covered  with  clusters  ot  mi- 
nute spines,  and  containing  a  sweet  or 
sub-acid  pulp  of  a  rather  agreeable  flavor. 
Over  150  species  are  known,  all  natives 
of  America  principally  California,  Mexico, 
Chili  and  Peru. 

One  highly  important  service  the 
Opuntias  render  to  man  in  the  districts 
where  they  thrive — they  make  admirable 
live  fences  or  natural  barriers,  and  for 
this  purpose  they  are  largely  employed, 
not  only  in  America,  but  also  in  South 
Africa.  In  one  remarkable  instance  it  is 
recorded,  that  when  the  Island  of  St. 
Christopher  in  the  West  Indies  was  di- 
vided between  the  French  and  English, 
three  rows  of  Opuntia  Tuna  were  planted 
to  mark  the  boundary.  As  an  eflfectual 
jirotection  against  depredators  of  all  kinds 
the  Opuntias  are  indeed  useful  "hedge" 
plants,  as  they  form  a  dense  growth,  the 
branches  closely  interlacing  and  bristling 
with  spines — absolutely  impassible.  They 
grow  in  any  dry,  sandy  soil,  and  will 
subsist  where  scarcely  any  other  vegeta- 
tion is  found — namely,  on  the  poras  lavas 
of  volcanic  districts.  In  Sicily  a  striking 
instance  of  this  is  seen,  for  there  the 
Opuntia  Vulgaris  grows  and  thrives  in 
what  would  otherwise  be  sterile  districts. 
—  The  Great  Divide. 


A  Good  House  Palm — Phrenix  rupicula 
is  really  the  most  beautiful  of  the  stronger 
growing  date  palms.  So  says  W.  H.  Tap- 
lin,  in  the  American  Florist.  He  adds 
further  :  As  a  house  plant  P.  Rupicola  is 
very  eflTective  and  seems  rather  to  enjoy 
the  dry  atmosphere  that  invariably  pre- 
vails in  dwellings,  this  dry  air  being  pos- 
siblv  somewhat  similar  to  that  exjierienced 
bv  these  plants  through  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  twenty-four  hours  in  their 
natural  habitat. 
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riy  Experience  in  the  Culture 
of  Cacti 

AT  tbe  request  of  the  editor,  I  mail  this 
■**  short  article  giving  au  account  of  the 
treatment  my  cacti  receive  afler  having  tried 
ever.v  method  advised  by  some  of  the  older 
cacti  maniacs.  This  kind  of  soil  and  that 
kind  of  soil,  and  lots  of  water  and  no  water 
has  caused  the  writer  the  loss  of  many  a  rare 
and  good  specimen  plant  After  seven  year's 
experience,  I  must  candidly  confess  that  I 
have  learned  something,  but  my  experience 
during  that  time,  especially  the  earlier  part 
was  costly. 

The  collection  now  numbers  about  five  hun- 
dred plants,  consisting  of  many  varieties  of 
cacti,  euphorbias,  etc.,  and  last  fall  I  came  to 
the  conclusion  to  adopt  a  method  of  my  own 
in  the  treatment  of  them,  which,  since  their 
growing  season,  has  proven  a  decided  suc- 
cess. 

The  main  thing  is  the  soil,  and  in  this  part 
of  the  success  is  due  The  idea,  as  is  often 
expressed,  that  the  cactus  will  grow  in  any- 
thing and  anywhere,  is  indeed  a  mistaken 
one,  and  has  so  proven  itself  to  evetyone  en- 
gaged in  this  pleasant  and  instructive  study. 

Since  the  reviving  of  the  interest  in  the 
culture  of  cacti  the  last  few  years,  many  im- 
portant points  have  been  brought  to  our 
notice,  one  of  which  is  in  reference  to  soil. 
The  idea  that  the  several  species  require 
a  special  soil  adapted  to  that  particular  va- 
riety is  losing  ground  very  fast,  and  I  have 
too  fallen  in  line  and  give  all  of  my  plauts 
the  same  soil,  with  excellent  result,  as  stated 
before.  The  ingredients  of  this  soil  are  3 
parts  of  sod  soil,  i  part  peat.  ;4  part  crushed 
charcoal  and  '2  part  well  rotted  cow-manure. 
The  charcoal  is  for  more  preferable  than  sand 
because  it  keeps  the  soil  in  pure  condition, 
and  at  the  same  time  makes  the  soil  with  the 
peat  thoroughly  porous  so  as  to  prevent  water 
from  standing  at  the  roots,  but  holding  mois- 
ture for  a  long  period. 

The  watering  of  plants  is  also  an  important 
item  in  the  growing  of  cacti  successfully.  1 
water  mine  regularly  on  the  soil  only,  and 
in  the  evening  after  the  plants  have  cooled 
off  thoroughly.  Using  rain-water  is  more 
beneficial  than  hydrant  or  spring  water.  Oc- 
casionally syringing  of  the  entire  plant  is 
also  very  necessary,  as  it  cleanses  the  plant, 
keeps  the  pores  open  and  allows  it  to  breathe 
freely,  thereby  insuring  health  and  vigor. 

My  experience  with  the  above  treatment 
has  given  such  good  results,  that  I  expect  to 
continue  it,  as  my  plants,  with  but  very  few 
exceptions  show  vigorous  growth,  and  have 
produced  more  flowers  than  in  any  previous 
year.  L.,  P.^. 


OUR  PREMIUMS 

TpHE  Baltimore  ("actus  Society,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  committee  appointed' 
to  issue  the  Journal,  have  decided  to  of- 
fer three  premiums  to  tlie  three  persons 
sending  in  the  largest  nuinber  of  subscri- 
bers by  October  ist,  1894  ;  and  one  of  the 
members  offers  one  in  addition,  itiaking 
four  in  all. 

The  premiums  consist  of  three  cacti  and 
one  agave,  all  of  them  to  be  fine  specitnen 
and  very  desirable  plants. 

None  of  the  members  of  the  society  are 
eligible  to  compete  for  these  premiums  un- 
til they  have  secured  twenty-five  sub- 
scribers, thereby  leaving  the  field  open  for 
others.  It  will  pay  you  to  take  some  little 
trouble  to  get  new  subscribers,  and  at  the 
same  time  you  will  he  benefiting  others. 

Remember  the  subscription  price  is  25c 
per  year,  or  20c  each  in  clubs  of  five  or 
more. 

Send  along  the  naines  as  fast  as  received 
and  you  will  be  credited  for  each  one 
until  October  ist,  and  the  names  of  the 
successful  premium  winners  and  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  plants  will  be  published  in  the 
Noven^ber  number. 


/ERIAL  ROOTLETS. 

These  appear  on  plants  of  Night-bloom- 
ing Cereus,  and  are  unsightly.  'i'hey 
doubtless  have  some  work  to  perform  in 
the  econom)'  of  the  plant,  but  are  never- 
theless not  essential  in  its  growth.  Those 
who  wish  may  remove  them  without  work- 
ing injury  to  the  jilant. 

REGRETS. 

We  had  made  arrangements  to  issue 
with  this  number  a  picture  of  the  Cactus 
Bed  in  Carroll  Park,  Baltimore.  Owing 
to  an  unprecedented  spell  of  rainy  weather 
we  were  unable  to  get  the  photograph  in 
time  to  have  the  cut  made  for  this  issue. 

We  regret  very  much  our  inability  to 
send  it  with  this  nutnber,  but  feel  confi- 
dent that  our  readers  will  admire  it  when 
they  receive  it. 


It  is  desired  that  our  subscribers  avail 
themselves  of  the  privilege  of  the  use  of 
our  question  column  in  asking  questions 
in  reference  to  cactus,  which  will  be  an- 
swered as  ]iroinptly  as  a  reliable  reply  can 
be  ascertained,  and  the  same  published. 
Should  the  |)erson  desire  an  immediate  re- 
p]y,  enclose  two  cent  stainp,  with  name 
and  address  plainly  written. 
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Succulent  and  Cactaceous   Plantfi  and 
their  use  for  Bedding  and  Deco- 
rating Purposes. 

'TpHESE  ])lants  consist  of  a  large  number 
of  different  varieties  ;  the  cactus  and 
echeveria,  or  house  leek  being  the  most 
popular.  The  echeverias  sometimes  called 
the  shell,  mother  of  i)earl,  or  flesh  |)lant. 
The  delicate  hue  of  the  different  colors 
make  them  very  attractive  and  interesting, 
and  on  account  of  their  regularity  of  form, 
the  most  delicate  outlines  of  artistic  and 
intricate  patterns  of  flower-bed  designs 
can  be  traced  and  planted  out  with  them. 

Any  amateur  with    taste,   can   lay  out   a 
miniature  bed   in   his  or  her  garden,  such 


as  a  small  star,  cross,  clover- leaf,  etc., 
whicli  will  be  an  object  of  much  pleasure 
and  interest.  The  plants  should  be  set 
even,  and  close  together  in  a  sunny  spot. 

A  few  varieties  will  be  all  that  is  needed 
for  anyone  to  pro|)agate  from,  as  they  in- 
crease very  rapidly.  As  soon  as  young 
shoots  or  sets  appear  on  the  sides  of  the 
stem  of  the  mother-plant,  they  should  be 
removed  with  the  aid  of  a  sharp  knife, 
planted  in  sandy  soil,  kept  dry  and  shady 
for  a  few  days,  and  then  gradually  expose 
them  to  the  sun  ;  and  after  they  have 
taken  root,  the  more  sunlight,  the  better 
for  the  plants.  They  require  but  little 
water,  and  the  soil  must  be  well  drained. 

The  flowers  of  the  echeveria  are  beauti- 
ful and  interesting,  the  sjiikc  shooting  u\i 
from  the  centre,  resembling  a  star-shaped 
flower  of  an  orchid  or  air-plant.  These 
plants  consist  of  a  great  number  of  varieties 
and  in  general  appearance  the  plant  re- 
sembles a  small  agave  or  rosette  century 
plant. 

Their  regularity  of  form,  together  with 
the  many  different  colors  recommend  them 
most  to  the  designer  of  fancy  carpet  and 
ornamental  flower-beds  of  gothic,  mos.iic 
and  profile  patterns.  They  are  placed  in 
such  a  jiosition,  where  a  view  from  an  de- 
voted point  can  be  had,  thereby  showing 
olT  the  design  to  the  best  advantage. 

Beds  of  such  designs  on  a  large  scale 
have  been  made  an  artistic  success,  exhi- 
bited in  the  botanical  gardens  of  several 
great  cities  of  Europe. 


The  following  plants,  mostly  belonging 
to  the  succulent  classes  can  be  used  advan- 
tageously :  Echeverias,  Cactus.  Euphor- 
bias, .Agaves,  Sedums.  Crassulas.  Mcsem- 
bryanthemums,  .^tapelias,  Sempervivums, 
Sanseverias,  Kleiiiias,  Gasterias,  Hawor- 
thias,  Othonua,  .\loes,  Colelydons,  Fur- 
croyas,  etc. 

Especially  suitable  for  rockeries,  are 
large  Catci,  Agaves  and  Eu])horbias,  inter- 
mingled with  Sedums  and  .Alpine  jilants. 

C.  L.  S. 

WILL  IT  SUIT. 

You  have  now  about  finished  the  read- 
ing in  the  first  number  of  our  little  journal. 
How  do  you  like  it?  Do  you  think  it 
will  help  you  to  better  success?  If  you 
do,  we  hope  you  will  mention  it  to  your 
friends  and  aid  us  in  enlarging  our  circu- 
lation. 

If  perchance  this  is  a  sample  copy  sent 
you  by  request  of  a  friend  and  you  do  not 
care  to  subscribe,  will  you  kindly  hand  it 
to  some  acquaintance  interested  in  the 
culture  of  this  class  of  plants  and  greatly 
oblige.  The  Editor. 


RARE  CACTUS  (TOO  sorts'. 

BOOK  ON  CACTUS  AN  O  RARE  PLANTS, 
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QUESTIONS. 

Any  reader  who  can  give  a  practical  answer  to  any 
of  the  following  questions  is  requested  and  urge<l  to 
sei.d  the  answer  to  the  editor  at  once.  Do  not  ntind 
orthography  or  rhetorical  sentences,  in  writing  your 
answer  \Yhat  we  want,  and  what  the  reader  wants, 
is  i-tractical  knowledge.  The  editor  will  put  the  mat- 
ter in  shape  for  the  compositor,  Questions  not  an- 
swered in  the  course  of  two  or  three  months  should  Ije 
repeated. 

Cacti.— Why  do  my  cacti  fail  to  bloom? 
They  flourish  and  put  out  uew  shoots,  but 
never  a  single  bloom  I  have  at  least  a 
dozen  kinds  I  water  once  a  week.  They 
are  in  a  sunny  window  and  the  earth  is 
largely  sand.  What  can  be  the  matter? — 
T.  B  ,  N.  B. 

Cactus. — Please  tell  me  how  to  treat  ray 
cactus.  It  is  five  years  old,  and  has  never 
blossomed.  I  have  kept  it  dry  awhile,  but 
it  dots  not  blossom  — Clara,  X.  H. 

Lobster  Cactus. — How  old  must  a  Lobster 
Cactus  be  to  bloom? — Lulie,  Mich. 

My  Rainbow  Cactus  seems  to   have  dried 

up  inside,  leaviuo;  only  the   outer   shell.     It 

was  potted  in  sandy  soil,  and  watered  slightly 

at  long  intervals.    Can  you  assign  any  cause? 

C  .".  Maryland. 


Cacti— three  native  plants  25  cts.  silver. 
Native  Crocus— three  for  10  cts.  Mrs. 
AlTA  Scott,  Box  294,  Boulder,  Colo. 


FLOWER  People.  My  adjustable  window 
flower  stands  are  tlie  only  ones  that  can 
be  used  in  your  window.  Send  for  circular 
to-dav  and  learn  something  to  your  advant- 
age. 'Address  S.  E.  COVINGTON,  Belle- 
fontaine,  Ohio. 

/CACTUSES— For  cheap,  rare  and  beauti- 
\j  ful  Cacti  from  Mexico  and  Texas  send 
to  Mrs.  FRANCES  BRIGHT.  Van  Raub, 
Texas.  12  different  varieties,  my  selection, 
for  f  l.oo. 

GEO.  W.  PARKS,  LiBONiA,  Pa.— P.  S. 
Park's  Floral  Magazine,  a  charming 
monthly,  and  ten  splendid  Ever-blooming 
Roses,  li.oo.  Park's  "All  About  Roses,"  10 
cents,  free  to  patrons. 

n ACTUS  CULTURE  and  Catalogue  Free- 
V_/  200  Varieties.  Blood  Cactus,  30c.,  sample 
15c.;  13  for  |i,oo  A  Photo  of  the  Great 
Cactus  Garden  at  the  World's  Fair  sent  for 
15c.  CURT  K.  PLUMB,  "Cactus  Crank," 
Milton,  Wis. 

Mcdowell— GUAJARDO  hnos., 

Cacti  M  Mexican  Plants  and  Mi 

Collectors  and  Exporters, 

Monterey,  Mexico. 

LANTZ  cS:  ARNOLD 

Commercial  Printers  and  Publishers, 
.  .  .  Estimates  Cheerfully  Furnished  .  .  . 
.   .   213  E.  Lombard  St.,  Baltimore.   .   . 


TRIFLES  LIGHT  AS  AIR. 
It  is  a  rather  paradoxical  fact  in  the  jew- 
elry  trade   that   diamond   rates   are    higher 
than  the  original  price. 

MIXED. 

She  had  read  ihe  advertisements 

In  the  papers  o'er  and  o'er. 
But  had  gotten  somewhat  muddled 

As  to  what  each  thing  was  for. 

So  when  she  had  a  bilious  turn. 
She  took  some  Pyle's  Pearline; 

She  scrubbed  tlie  floor  with  Sozodont, 
But  could  not  get  it  clean. 

And  for  the  torpid  liver 

She  took  Sapolio, 
And  put  Castoria  in  the  cake; 

She  got  them  muddled  so. 

— Jtij'  Kaye,  Neiv  }'oii  Life. 

Ten  girls  iu  a  composition  class  in  a  Cin- 
cinnati school  were  told  by  their  teacher  to 
write  a  telegram  such  as  would  be  suitable 
to  send  home  in  case  of  a  railway  accident 
while  traveling.  One  of  the  girls  wrote : 
"Dear  papa.  Mamma  is  killed.  I  am  in  the 
refreshment  room." — New  York  Tribune. 

A  Chinese  college  student,  who  was  visit- 
ing in  Washington  recently,  called  on  a 
j-oung  woman  in  Connecticut  avenue.  He 
was  invited  to  call  again.  He  did  so  in 
about  half  an  hour. 
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Our  Cactus  Bed  at  Carroll  Park, 
Baltimore. 

yT  rlTH  tlii.';  tuuiiber  we  issue  a  supple- 
^^  mciit,  ii  pliolo  eiiKiaviiiK  of  the  Cactus- 
bed  at  tbe  above  public  park  of  which  Mr. 
Chas.  L.  Scybold,  a  member  of  our  society, 
is  Superintcndeut.  Tbe  bed  has  been  pro- 
Hounced  by  all,  iucludinj;  professional  men, 
to  be  the  finest  display  ever  witnessed,  and 
certainly  much  credit  is  due  the  Superin- 
tendent who  IS  tbe  orisinal  desij-ner.  To 
create  a  greater  interest  in  this  class  of 
plants,  of  which  so  little  is  known,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Baltimore  Cactus  Society  kindly 
loaned  them  to  the  Park  Commissioners  for 
public  display,  and  there  is  no  doubt  from 
the  immense  throngs  of  people  who  are  at- 
tracted to  view  it  that  their  effoi  t.s  have  been 
crowned  with  success,  and  the  society  owes 
much  to  the  very  efficient  and  obliging 
Superititendcnl,  in  his  always  being  ready 
and  willing  to  give  strangers  any  information 
they  are  seeking. 

To  those  who  cannot  have  the  opportunity 
to  visit  our  display,  we  will  endeavor  with 
the  aid  of  the  picture  to  give  an  idea  of  what 
plants  constitute  this  magnificicnt  display  of 
landscape  gardening. 

The  design  is  a  large  parterre— mosaic,  31 
feet  ill  diameter,  and  contains  some  very  fine 
and  rare  specimen  plauts.  In  addition  to 
this  large  bed  there  are  two  small  circular 
beds  and  a  roctery  of  cacti  and  other  plants, 


beautifully  arranged  and  produces  a  very 
fine  ctTect. 

The  total  number  of  plants  displayed  in 
these  beds  is  4898,  in  the  following  varieties: 
580  cacti,  1650  echeverias  in  varinus  shades, 
1400  sedum  acre,  1160  allhernanlheras,  28 
agaves,  20  euphorbias  and  711  plants  of  aloes, 
haworthias  and  other  succulent  plants. 

From  the  centre  towers  a  Cereus  gigantcus 
which  is  surrounded  by  a  mass  of  euphorbias 
and  opuntias.  encircled  by  a  ring  of  eche- 
veria  metallicas  S  to  10  inches  in  height, 
which  with  their  metalic  lustre  make  a  beau- 
tiful contrast  with  the  bright  green  back 
ground  of  the  euphorbia  The  arms  of  the 
cross  which  are  12  feet  in  length  are  a  solid 
bed  of  echeverias  and  sedums  with  a  centre 
row  of  cereu>  and  pilo  cereus  of  various 
sizes,  and  at  the  end  of  the  ami  stands  out 
a  specimen  plant  of  an  echiuocactus,  sur- 
round by  rings  of  smaller  cacti,  such  as  echi- 
nocacti,mami!larias.ctc.  beautifully  arranged 
to  make  a  splendid  contrast  with  the  various 
colored  spiues,  the  whole  imbedded  in  a 
mat  of  echeverias  In  the  small  projections 
from  the  centre  piece,  another  specimen  of 
an  echiuocaclus  is  brought  out  artanged  sim- 
ilar to  the  ends  of  the  arms.  The  outline  of 
the  design  is  finished  off  iu  the  various  colois 
of  althernantheras  and  produces  a  striking 
effect. 

Alone,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  four  open 
spaces  bclwecn  the  arms  .stand  out  4  Melo- 
cacti  communis  with  their  double  and  thrible 
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EPIPHYLLUn. 

HOW  TO  GROW  AND  BUOoM.         VARIETIES. 

THESE  are  highly  oruamental,  either  as 
small  plants,  or  when  growu  as  speci- 
mens. They  make  good  house  plants,  as  the 
dry  air  of  a  dwelling  house  does  not  efiFect 
them  in  thelea?t  ;  and  for  conservatory  deco- 
rations, when  pla  ed  among  palms  and  ferns 
are  very  effective.  When  in  flower  they  are 
a  blaze  of  rose,  orange  and  scarlet  flowers. 
When  out  of  flower  they  can  be  grown  in  any 
dry  cornerof  the  greenhouse,  and  require  but 
little  attention. 

Epiphyllum  trunctatum  and  E.  Russellian- 
um  are  the  two  original  varieties  introduced 
many  years  ago  from  Brazil,  and  most  of  the 
varieties  now  in  cultivation  are  hybrids  be- 


tween these  two  kinds.  They  all  propagate 
easily  from  cuttings,  in  sand,  provided  that 
you  do  not  give  them  much  water  while  in 
the  sand  ;  in  fact,  it  does  not  matter  if  you 
forget  to  water  the  cuttings  for  a  week  or 
two. 

To  make  specimen  plants  graft  them,  if 
standard  plants  are  wanted,  on  the  Barbados 
gooseberry,  (Pereskia  aculeata)  ;  or,  if  a 
large  pyramid  is  required  graft  on  Cereus 
speciosissimus  or  any  other  cereus  that  is 
handy. 

They  are  very  effective  as  basket  plants  for 
greenhouse  decoration  ;  for  this  purpose 
plants  on  their  own  roots  are  the  best,  and 
ox  muzzles  or  cheap  wire  baskets  lined  with 
moss  will  suffice,  the  plants  being  placed  all 
around  the  sides,  top  and  bottom  of  the  bas- 
ket. When  in  flower  tliey  are  very  striking 
objects. 


The  soil  that  •^uits  thtm  best  is  a  mixiure 
of  loam  and  peat,  with  a  liberal  amount  of 
sand  added  to  it.  They  should  be  grown  in  a 
warm  plant  honse,  and  when  their  growth  is 
completed  should  be  moved  into  a  cooler  and 
drier  house  to  ripen,  and  thence  moved  to 
the  plant  house,  as  occasion  may  require,  to 
furnish  a  succession  of  bloom. 

Epiphyllum  Russellianum.  This  one  of  the 
original  species  introduced  from  Brazil  ;  it  is 
a  very  late  flowering  species,  blooming  in 
April  and  May.     The  flowers  are  rose  color. 

E.  Russellianum  rubrum  Flowers  of  this 
variety  are  very  large  and  bright  rose,  al- 
most red. 

E.  Russellianum  superbum.  Flowers  very 
large,  and  in  which  the  color  of  E  Russellian- 
um and  E.  trunctatum  are  combined. 

E.  trunctatum.  In  this  specie  the  flat,  leaf 
like  branches  are  much  toothed  ;  the  flowers 
are  large  and  deep  rose  color.  It  blooms  in 
early  winter. 

E.  trunctatum  amabile.  This  is  a  very 
handsome  variety,  the  flowers  are  white  and' 
the  upper  part  of  the  petals  purple. 

K.  trunctatum  bears  large  flowers  of  bright 
reddish  orange  color. 

E.  trunctatum  bicolor.  This  is  a  very 
handsome  variety  ;  flowers  white,  edged  with 
rose. 

E.  trunctatum  coccineum.  This  variety  is 
showy  ;  flowers  are  deep  scarlet. 

E.  trunctatum  cruentum.  Flowers  dark 
purple. 

E.  Irunciatum  magnificum.  This  is  a  large 
flowered  variety  ;  flowers  white,  margin 
bright  rose. 

E.  trunctatum  roseum.     Bright  rose. 

E.  trunctatum  Ruckerianum.  Deep  purple 
flowers,  center  rich  violet,  very  fine  and  di- 
stinct. 

E.  trunctatum  salmonium.  Fine  flower, 
dark  salmon  color. 

E.  trunctatum  spectabile  White  flowers, 
margin  purple. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  varieties,  but 
these  are  the  most  distinct.  They  are  all 
worthy  of  cultivation,  and  make  very  good 
plants  for  their  flowers. — Florisls  Exchange. 


Do  us  the  favor  of  calling  the  attention 
of  your  neighbors  to  the  Journal. 

By  so  doing  you  will  oblige  not  only 
us,  but  if  we  secure  a  new  subscriber  thus, 
you  will  be  indirectly  benefitted,  for  the 
addition  of  each  subscriber  tends  to  further 
improve  and  strengthen  our  Journal. 
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CACTI  IN  BLOOn. 


An  UNLISUAI,  SIGHT  IN  CARROLL  PARK. 
SOMK  REMARKABLE  PLANTS. 

/ANH  of  the  cactus  plants  (Visuaga)  in  Car- 
^-^  roll  I'ark  liloonied  yesterday  just  in  time 
to  please  the  Sunday  visitors  to  the  park, 
and  its  bright  yellow  blossoms  were  inspected 
with  interest,  for  a  cactus  in  bloom  is  not  a 
usual  sight  in  Baltimore. 

The  cactus  beds  in  front  of  the  Superin- 
tendent's house  in  the  park  are  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  city,  for  each  cactus,  big  or 
little,  has  struggl<?d  up  its  slow  and  laborious 
way  under  the  watchful  eye  of  a  cactus  lover, 
the  plants  being  owned  by  the  Baltimore 
Cactus  Society,  and  have  been  lent  to  Carroll 
Park  for  the  summer.  The  Superintendent 
is  himself  a  member  of  the  Society  and  is 
skilled  in  designing  cactus  and  flower  beds. 
In  the  cactus  show  held  by  the  society  some 
time  ago  one  of  the  most  unique  exhibits  was 
the  fancy  echeveria  and  cactus  bed  designed 
by  bim.  With  greater  scope  in  Carroll  Park 
for  the  exercise  of  his  skill,  the  superinten. 
dent  has  wi  ought  a  flower-bed  study  from  the 
odd  plants  that  form  a  charming  picture  in  its 
coloring  and  symmetrical  designs,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  interest  that  cactus  plants  bear  to 
the  students  of  nature's  curios. 

In  the  centre  of  a  bed  rises  a  tall,  uncouth 
growth  which  delights  any  one  who  knows 
what  cactus  growing  means  It  was  at  the 
World's  I'air  in  the  Horticultural  Building. 
Surrounding  it  are  numbers  of  peculiar 
growths  ol  various  sizes.  Some  are  covered 
with  sharp  points,  which  seem  to  threaten 
vengeance  on  any  one  who  ventures  too  near. 
Shaking  its  hoary  locks  in  the  breeze  is  the 
"old  man's  head,"  which  looks  like  what 
its  name  implies.  Nearby  is  the  "Bishop's 
Hat,"  as  neat  a  little  mitre  as  if  it  had  been 
made  by  needle  and  thread.  Everywhere  in 
the  collection  are  singular,  pulpy  growths 
that  suggest  all  sorts  of  strange  resemblan- 
ces. 

Two  or  three  of  the  cacti  have  put  forth 
little  pink  wax-like  berries  since  taking  up 
their  abode  in  the  park,  and  several  otiiers 
show  signs  of  fresh,  new,  green  sprouts  shoot- 
ing from  the  aged  bodies  of  the  plants.  This, 
although  it  would  seem  barely  perceptible 
growth  to  persons  acquainted  only  with  the 
general  run  of  plants,  has  been  noted  with 
delight  by  cactus  growers  and  indicates  the 
healthfuluess  of  Carroll  Park  as  a  summer 
resort  for  cactus 

The  cactus  beds  share  the  admiration  of 
the  visitors  with  another  work  of  art  in  na- 
ture by  the  superinteudent.     This  is  a  repro 


duction  in  echeveria  and  small  hedge  plants 
of  the  Maryland  coat  of  arms.  Not  only  the 
form,  but  the  colors  of  the  coat  of  arms  have 
been  carried  out  in  the  bed.  which  spreads 
itself  over  a  large  lawn  opposite  the  cactus 
collection.  —  The  Haitimorr  Sun. 

Euphorbia  Canariensis. 

"TpHIS  plant  grows  in  abundance  in  dry 
■  rocky  districts  where  little  else  can 
grow,  and  where  it  attains  a  height  of  lo 
feet,  with  branches  sjireading  15  to  20  ft. 
It  is  one  of  the  varieties  tliat  furnish  the 
drug  known  as  Euphorhium.  'I'he  milky 
juice  exudes  from  incisions  made  in  the 
branches,  and  it  is  so  acrid  that  it  excori- 
ates the  hands,  when  applied  to  them. 
As  it  hardens  it  falls  in  small  lumps,  and 
the  natives  who  collect  this  drug  are  com- 
pelled to  tie  something  over  their  mouth 
and  nostrils  to  exclude  the  small  dusty  par- 
ticles, as  they  ]iroduce  incessant  sneezing. 
As  a  medicine  its  action  is  violent,  and  it 
is  rarely  employed.  There  are  a  vast 
number  of  species  of  these  plants,  varying 
very  much  in  ajipcarance.  but  all  of  them 
produce  a  milky  juice  wiiich  contains  ac- 
tive properties.  Many  of  them  could  be 
taken  for  cactus,  were  it  not  for  the  milky 
juice. 

The  Euphorbia  Grandidens  is  a  tall 
growing  sjiecie  with  large  leaves. 

The  natives  of  India  use  the  juice  of 
the  Ku])horbia  .\ntiquorum,  when  diluted, 
as  a  ])urgative.  The  juice  of  the  E.  Hep- 
tagona  and  other  African  sjiecies  are  used 
to  poison  the  ariows,  while  in  Brazil  the 
juice  of  the  E.  Continifolia  is  used  for  the 
same  i)uriiose.  The  roots  of  E.  Gerardi- 
ana  and  E.  Pithyusa  are  emetic,  and  E. 
Thymifolia  and  Hypericifolia  possess  as- 
tringent and  aromatic  pro])erties.  The 
poisonous  principles  which  ]iervades  these 
plants  is  more  or  less  dissipated  by  heat. 

The  juice  of  E.  Cattimandoo  furnishes 
caoutchouc  of  a  very  good  quality,  which 
however  becomes  brittle,  although  in  hot 
water  it  is  again  rendered  pliable. 

The  Euphorbia  derives  its  name  from 
the  fact  of  its  sai>  emitting  a  iihosphores- 
cent  light  on  warm  nights  in  the  Brazilian 
forests.  "M" 

A  test  has  been  made  by  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  our  society  to  grow  the  luiphorbia 
Grai'dicornis  in  purely  peat  soil  and  the  suc- 
cess is  wonderful.  A  small  plant,  although 
rooted  at  the  time  it  was  planted,  has  pro- 
duced Irom  appearances  better  and  bealtliier 
and  more  growth  than  those  plantC'l  at  the 
same  lime  in  (irdinary  soil.  Similar  tests 
will  he  made  wiih  other  varieties  of  the  Ku- 
phorbia  and  made  known  10  our  subscribers. 
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Baltimore,  August,  1894. 

As  we  stated  in  our  first  number  we  shall 
strive  to  make  The  Jouknal  of  benefit  to 
all  growers  of  cacti,  and  to  make  it  as  in- 
structive as  possible  shall  be  our  constant 
aim. 

Every  one  who  has  attempted  to  grow 
these  plants,  knows  that  the  results  have 
been  various  as  the  surroundings  were,  or 
were  not  favorable. 

It  is  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  the 
]iroper  methods,  and  the  exchange  of  ideas 
that  this  journal  is  published. 

We  want  every  reader  to  feel  a  personal 
interest  in  the  Journal,  and  to  send  us 
their  experience  or  any  new  ideas  or  plans 
they  may  have  tried.  If  you  have  been 
successful  impart  the  knowledge  to  others. 
If  you  have  failed  write  us  about  it,  and 
we  will  try  and  put  you  right. 

The   crowning  perfection  of  a  plant  is 

tlie  flower,  and  we  know  that  with  proper 

methods  this  class  of  plants  can  be  made 

to  grow  and  bloom  abundantly. 

*  * 

* 

Words  of  praise  and  appreciation  are 
gratifying,  especially  so  to  an  editor.  The 
first  number  of  the  Journal  was  an  experi- 
ment, and  the  committee  having  the  matter 
in  charge  naturally  felt  some  trepidation 
as  to  how  it  would  be  received. 

Our  success  has  been  beyond  our  expec- 
tations. In  response  to  the  circulars  sent 
out  in  June,  friends  have  responded  most 
liberally,  and  we  are  pleased  with  the 
many  expressions  of  satisfaction  and  ap- 
proval wliich  our  subscribers  have  kindly 
put  in  their  letters  with  their  subscriptions. 


We  are  also  grateful  to  the  friends  who 
have  sent  the  subscriptions  of  others  with 
their  own. 

We  likewise  thank  the  press  for  the  fa- 
vorable mention  they  have  given  us,  and 
trust  we  may  continue  to  merit  their  good 
wishes,  and  attain  the  usefulness  and  cir- 
culation they  predict  for  us. 


CACTUS  BECOniNG  POPULAR. 

\Tl/ITHIN  the  last  few  years,  and  es- 
l)ecially  since  the  existence  of  the 
Baltimore  Cactus  Society,  the  collecting 
and  cultivating  of  the  cactus  seems  to  have 
gained  so  rapidly,  that  it  has  developed 
into  a  perfect  craze,  and  it  is  astonishing 
to  find  that  the  majority  of  the  admirers 
of  this  peculiar  genus  of  plant  are  ladies. 
Now,  why  is  it  that  they  should  become  so 
fascinated  with  the  cactus,  the  majority  of 
them  being  so  difficult  to  handle,  on  ac- 
count of  their  long  and  dangerous-looking 
spines  ?  This  question  may  be  very  easily 
answered  in  this  way:  Ladies  are  always 
the  best  judges  of  good  things.  They 
admire  them  on  account  of  their  beauty, 
grotesque  growth,  beautiful  flowers,  and 
more  particularly  their  oddity.  What 
prettier  picture  would  one  wish  to  see  than 
a  collection  of  cacti  properly  arranged  to 
show  a  contrast  in  the  many-colored  spines 
of  the  different  varieties? 

How  many  lovers  of  floriculture  can  you 
find,  who,  in  their  collections  do  not 
possess  some  cacti  ?  Very  few.  And  when 
they  are  informed  that  the  cactus  and  its 
kindred  plants  are  becoming  very  popular 
they  prize  them  highly  and  in  short  order 
increase  their  collection  until  they  catch 
the  cactus  fever,  which  developes  the  cac- 
ti maniac  or  cactus  crank,  (a  name  often 
apjjlied  to  the  admirers  of  cacti.)  Of  this 
class  of  individuals  Baltimore  takes  the 
lead,  and  they  deemed  it  advantageous  to 
form  a  society  in  the  interest  of  these  sjiiny 
plants. 

This  society  meets  monthly,  and  part  of 
their  time  is  devoted  to  discussions  con- 
cerning the  best  treatment  of  the  several 
species.  Between  the  regular  meetings 
the  members  visit  each  other  and  spend  a 
pleasant  time  in  showing  their  collections, 
exchanging  plants  and  cuttings,  thereby  in- 
creasing each  others  collections,  and  feel 
proud  when  they  articulate  the  name  of 
the  plant  with  a  perfect  latin  accent,  from 
which  many  derive  their  names. 

No  study  can  be  more  interesting  than 
the  study  of  nature,   and  indeed  good   re- 
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suits  cannot  fail  to  be  acconijilishcd  in  llie 
])urposes  of  such  an  organization. 

i)UT  meetings  are  looked  forward  to  with 
interest  because  at  each  one  new  ideas  are 
suggested  as  to  the  better  treatment  of  the 
several  species  than  thev  had  been  subjected 
to  heretofore. 

The  society  is  in  receipt  of  many  com- 
munications, often  from  very  distant  points 
making  inquiries.  We  are  always  pleased 
to  hear  from  anyone  interested  in  this  va- 
riety of  plant,  and  will  cheerfully  answer 
questions  to  the  best  of  our  abilitv. 

F, 

Mrs.  Theodosia  Shepherd's  Garden  at 
Ventura,  Cal. 

IN  the  April  issue  of  " /> /ussoms"  a  most 
delightful  letter  from ''Florence" their 
California  correspondent  describes  the 
beauties  of  Mrs.  Theodosia  Shepherd's 
garden  at  Ventura  bythe-Sea.  .-Xfter 
speaking  of  the  many  grand  plants  and 
varieties  grown  by  this  lady,  she  says  : 

"Another  favorite  specialty  which  is 
made  in  this  garden  is  the  Cactus. 

There  is  a  very  large  collection  of 
choice  varieties. 

Mamillarias,  Echinoca^cti,  niglit-blooin- 
ing  and  other  Cereus,  ariTl  a  bewildering 
collection  of  grotesque  and  original  forms. 
which  sur])rises  one  with  their  beautiful 
satiny   flowers. 

She  has  a  large  collection  of  niglit- 
blooming  varieties,  chiefly  among  which 
is  tlie  celebrated  specimen  Cereus  Tri- 
angularis, forty-five  feet  long,  which  clam- 
bers over  tile  roof  of  the  high  twostory 
dwelling. 

Mrs.  S.  has  also  an  extensive  collection 
of  Me.xican  orchids,  which  will  stand  this 
winter  in  a  lath  house  in  this  favored 
spot. 

Visitors  to  the  place  are  surprised  to 
see,  growing  in  the  bark  of  a  jiepper-tree, 
a  beautiful  specimen  of  La;iia  Anccps, 
which  will  soon  bloom,  and  which  has 
spent  three  winters  u|)on  this  tree. 

This  garden  is  a  shining  example  of 
what  can  be  done  in  the  wonderful  climate 
of  Venturaby-the-Sea."  — 

What  .1  rijyelation  such  a  garden  would  be 
to  residents  of  this  section.  Mis.  S.  lias  i.^ 
acres  iu  her  garden,  and  from  the  glorious 
description  siven  by  this  corrcspoiidenl,  it 
would  be  worth  miles  of  travel  to  witness  such 
a  grand  sight. — En. 


(CONTINIIKD    FROM    I'AGE  9) 

bright  red  turbans  all  aglow,  surrounded  by 
a  ring  of  small  agaves,  showing  them  out 
prominently. 

To  give  our  readers  an  idea  of  what  plants 
coustilutes  these  beds,  we  name  the  follow- 
ing :  Cerei  giganteus,  coerulescens,  Peruvi- 
anus,  flagelliformis  grafted.  Jamacaru,  Han- 
keauus,  Thurberi,  Peruvianus  monstrosus, 
Pcntagonus  monstrosus,  Duuiorlieri,  gemma- 
tus,  pugioneferus,  spachianus,  tetrogo^ius, 
variabilis,  chalibeus,  caesius,  emory,  formo' 
sus   tephracanthiis,  lortuosus,  Forbcsi,  etc. 

Pilocereus  senilis  Starkmani,  Houletti, 
ciipborbiodes,  Hoppcnstedli. 

Astrophytuni  myriostigma. 

Anhalonium  Williamsii. 

Kchinocacti  bicolor.  capricornis,  coptonogo- 
nus,  cornif;erus,  cornigerus  flavispinus,  cyl- 
indraceus.  C.russoni,  lielophorus,  horizontha- 
Ionium,  Lecontei,  loiigebammatus.  lopothele, 
Orculti,  pilosus,  poselgerianus,  robustus,  set- 
ispinus,  texensis,  viridiflorus,  visnaga  and 
many  others. 

Echinocereus  berlandieri,  caespitosus,  can- 
dicans,  enneacanthus,  Engelmanni,gouacan- 
tlius,  peclinatus,  pancispinus,  stramineus 
etc. 

Erhiuopsis  in  several  varieties. 

Mamillaria  applanata,  bicolor,  arizouica 
decipiens,  echinus,  elephantidens,  fulvis- 
pina,  Kraemeri,  leoua,  macromeris,  nieia- 
cantha,  micromeris,  Montana,  pusilla  texana, 
spinosissima,  McDnwelli,  etc. 

Melocactus  communis. 

Besides  the  above  there  are  many  varieties 
of  opuntias,  euphorbias  .and  other  succulent 
plants.  Il  will  be  noliced  that  many  of  the 
varieties  are  lender  and  have  not  been  'icnowu 
to  be  planted  out  in  beds,  but  the  society  is 
experimenting,  and  from  all  appearances 
so  far  they  seem  to  thrive  far  better  than  in 
greenhouses  during  the  heated  months.  In 
one  of  our  Fall  numbers  of  the  JouRNAr,  we 
hope  to  give  our  readers  an  account  of 
the  condition  of  the  plants  after  their  recre- 
ation at  our  public  park. 

At  Carroi.i,  Park  the  other  Day. — A 
lady  fiom  Boston  while  viewing  the  cactus 
bed  told  a  party,  that  she  had  quarreled 
with  her  husband,  and  had  planted  a  cactus 
iu  memory  of  their  first  falling  out. 

"What  a  splendid  idea,  whispered  the 
other  lady  to  her  husband  ;  if  we  had  adopted 
this  plan,  we  might  have  had  by  now  a  fine 
collection  of  cactus  plants  in  our  garden.'' 


Phyllocacti  and  Kphiyllums,  if  grown  under 
glass,  should  be  somewhat  protected  from  the 
torrid  rays  of  the  sun  by  shading  the  glass. 


Potting  Cacti  — Always  use  small  pots,  just 
large  enough  to  set  the  plant  comfortably. 
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TWO  PRETTY  PLANTS. 

A  MONG  the  man}-  plauts  that  cau  be  grown 
■**  ill  conjunction  with  cacti,  there  are  two 
that  are  not  often  seen,  although  so  pretty, 
and  so  easily  grown.  I  refer  to  Rochea  fal- 
cata  and  Othono  crassi folia. 

A  few  words  in  regard  to  their  culture  will 
no  doubt,  prove  interesting. 

Rochea  FalcATA  is  a  native  of  Southern 
Africa,  belonging  to  the  orderof  Crassulacea. 
Th*  grayish  leaves  that  are  of  a  succulent  na- 
ture, together  with  the  bright  scarlet  color  of 
its  large  panicle  of  flowers,  makes  it  a  very 
attractive  plant,  blooming  as  it  does  from 
August  to  October.  As  the  flowers  last  quite 
a  while  it  cannot  fail  to  affurd  one  much 
pleasure. 

By  taking  off  a  thick  leaf  and  putting  the 
same  in  sand,  you  will  soon  notice  that  a 
small  eye  has  formed  that  ere  long  will  de- 
velop into  a  branch;  this  gives  you  the  cutting 
for  the  future  plant.  This  cutting  being 
rooted  in  the  usual  way,  it  should  be  potted 
in  a  mixture  of  loam  and  leaf-mold,  giving  it 
a  sunny  position  during  the  summer,  and  a 
cool  position  in  the  house  during  the  winter 
months,  keeping  the  soil  dry.  It  will  take 
several  years  to  get  the  plant  in  condition  to 
bloom,  and  when  large  enough  that  it  should 
bloom  the  soil  should  be  kept  dry  until  the 
flower  buds  appear. 

Nowhere  have  I  seen  this  plant  grown  so 
much  as  in  Germany,  where  it  is  very  popu- 
lar, so  much  so,  that  some  florists  grow  it 
as  a  specialty,  exclusive  of  any  other  plant. 
These  men  have  grown  them  to  such  perfec- 
tion, that  they  produce  fine  specimens  in  two 
years.  It  is  not  grown  much  in  this  country, 
and  is  a  difficult  plant  to  procure. 

Othona  Crassifolia  This  trailing  plant 
is  not  so  rare  as  the  preceding  variety.  It 
makes  a  good  companion  for  cacti  and  succu- 
lent plauts.  By  planting  along  the  edge  of 
the  tables  upon  which  the  cacti  are  growing, 
allowing  it  to  hang  down,  it  relieves  some- 
what the  stiff  appearance  of  the  spiny  family 
and  making  a  pretty  contrast.  The  small 
star  shaped  flower  of  a  bright  yellow  color, 
adds  much  to  enliven  the  otherwise  sombre 
cactus  house. 

Grown  in  earthen  pans  suspended  in  the 
air,  it  gives  an  opportunity  of  being  used 
with  good  eff"ect. 

Its  culture  is  so  simple,  and  its  care  or  at- 
tention so  little,  that  it  is  needless  to  dwell 
upon  it  at  any  length;  it  is  only  necessary  to 
sav  that  it  thrives  best  in  a  rather  sandy  soil, 
with  a  little  carelesness  on  the  part  of  water- 
ing, so  that  it  is  rather  drj'  than  wet,  with 
an  occasional  syringing. 

These  two  plauts  should  be  more  popular. 
May  these  few  words  help  to  that  end. 

E.  A.  S,  Annapolis,  Md. 


ODORS  OF  FLOWERS. 


THEIR    STRANGE   VAR'ATIONS    IN   DIFFERENT 
SEASONS. 

A  matter  that  has  not  attracted  the  atten- 
■'*  tion  of  vegetable  biologists  to  any  seri- 
ous extent  is  the  variable  character  of  the 
odor  of  flowers.  It  has  been  noticed  that 
mignonnette,  when  growing  in  our  gardens, 
is  sweeter  at  times  than  at  others,  and  that 
the  common  wood  honeysuckle.  Azalea  nudi- 
flora,  certainly  scentless  as  a  general  thing, 
is  quite  often  frajirant.  Of  this  latter  point, 
W.  F.  Basselt,of  Hammonton,  N.  J.,  remarks^ 
"If  it  is  generally  understood  that  the 
white  swamp  azalea  is  the  only  fragrant  one, 
the  general  understanding  is  in  error.  Aza- 
lea nudiflora  in  Massachusetts  is  as  sweet  as 
the  common  garden  pink  and  the  fragrance 
is  nearly  the  same.  It  seems  a  little  singular 
that  they  should  be  generally  destitute  of 
fragrance  in  the  Middle  States.  Has  climate 
anything  to  do  with  it,  or  is  it  the  result  of 
natural  selection  and  evolution  of  different 
specimens  of  the  diff'erent  localities?  We 
have  just  received  J.uther  Burbank's  list  of 
'New  Creations  'in  Fruits,'  and  note  that  he 
offers  a  new  calla  especially  because  it  is 
fragrant,  and  remarks  that  the  common  calla 
has  no  fragrance  except  occasionally  an  odor 
of  muriatic  acid  or  mushrooms.  I  had  sup- 
posed the  common  calla  to  be  one  of  our 
sweetest  scented  flowers,  and  that  its  odor  is 
peculiarly  delicate.  It  is  possible  that  open- 
air  culture  or  the  climate  and  soil  of  Califor- 
nia have  changed  it  ?" 

Harlan  P.  Kelsey  of  Kansas,  remarks  on 
the  sweet  odor  of  Azalea  arborescens  of  the 
mountains  of  North  Carolina,  while  Willard 
N.  Clute  of  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  observes  that 
in  that  locality  the  common  Azalea  nudiflora 
so  often  scentless,  "perfumes  the  whole 
wood."  —  A/eehan's  Monthly. 

Good  House  Plants.— Very  few  plants 
are  better  adapted  for  house  plants  than  the 
Ficus  elastica  (rubber  plant),  and  the  Dra- 
cjenaaustralis  (Australian  dragon  palm.)  Do 
not  allow  them  to  become  dry  at  any  time, 
else  the  leaves  on  the  lower  part  of  the  stem 
will  soon  turn  yellow  and  fall  of. 

THE  Photo  Engraving  issued  with  this  num- 
ber is  from  a  plate  made  by  Mr.  W.  F. 
Jones  of  this  city.  To  his  skill  and  judgment 
in  the  use  of  the  camera  we  are  indebted  for 
the  good  display  as  shown  in  the  picture. 
The  society  appreciates  his  kindness  and 
trouble,  and  wish  him  abundant  success  in 
all  his  ventures. 
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PREMIUMS. 

We  again  c.ill  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  the  premiums  offered  for  the  four  lar- 
gest number  of  subsciibers  sent  in  by  Oc- 
tober 1st,  1894.  Tlie  preniiiniis  consist 
of  three  cacti  and  one  agave,  all  of  thern 
to  be  fine  specimen  and  very  desirable 
plants. 

Members  of  the  society  are  not  eligible 
to  compete  for  these  premiums  until  they 
have  secured  twenty-five  subscribers,  there- 
by leaving  the  field  open  to  others  It 
will  pay  you  to  take  some  little  trouble 
to  get  new  subscribers,  and  at  'the  same 
time  you  will  be  benefitting  others. 

Remember,  the  subscription  price  is  25 
cents  per  year,  or  20  cents  in  clubs  of  five 
or  more. 

Send  along  the  names  as  fast  as  received 
and  you  will  be  credited  for  each  one  un- 
til October  1st,  and  the  names  of  the  suc- 
cessful premium  winners  and  a  description 
of  the  plants  will  be  published  in  the  No- 
vember ininibcr. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


Cattail  Ornaments. 

The  "cattail"  gathered  in  such  large  quan- 
tities in  Baltimore,  lends  itself  to  liousc- 
hold  decorations  more  effectively  than  any 
other  vegetation  of  this  climate,  .-\mong 
the  pretty  ornaments  that  may  be  made  of 
cattails  is  a  table.  Cut  about  iS  or  24  of 
the  largest  that  can  be  found,  taking  care 
to  get  the  largest  stem  jiossible.  Tie  them 
into  three  wands  together  in  the  middle. 
Sjiread  them  so  that  the  tops  and  bottoms 
will  be  etjuidistant.  Have  a  small  disk  of 
extra  stout  pasteboard  covered  with  plush, 
and  sew  it  firmly  to  each  of  the  three 
wands  just  below  the  heads  of  the  cattails. 
Make  the  centre  fastening  very  secure. 
Decorate  with  ribbons. 


A  Queen  of  Flo\\ers. 

The  Empress  of  Austria,  whose  tastes 
range  from  ex]iensivc  Pompeiian  palaces 
at  Corfu  to  thoroughbred  horses  and  an  en- 
thusiastic longing  to  learn  modern  Greek, 
is  so  fond  of  flowers  that  her  dinner-table 
is  frequently  covered  with  them  to  the 
exclusion  of  everything  but  the  ]ilates. 

CHOICE   CACTI.     Five  cuttings  and  one 
plant,  all  ciifTereut,  and  labeled   for   25  cts. 
I  Calla  "Little  Gem''  and  i  rrinuila  Obconica, 
large  plants,  25  cts.  Silver. 
M.  J.  PECKENS,  •:    Wayland,  N.  Y. 


Dear  Editor:  Upon  learninj;  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  your  JoiRXAi.,  I  lieing  a  lover 
of  cacti,  I  immediately  suliscrilied.  and  have 
perused  with  much  interest  the  first  issue 
This  I  found  to  bo  full  of  piaciical  informa- 
tion, valuable  to  every  grower  of  this  l)eauti- 
variety  of  plant,  which,  though  without  so 
many  admirers  at  present,  is  certainly  grow- 
ing in  favor,  and  is  destined  to  l)e  as  popular 
as  any  of  the  flowering  plants  now  grown, 
and  so  well  thought  of  t)y  ihe  public 

While  the  insiitution  of  a  new  publication 
is  attended  with  many  diflcnlties,  siill  the 
CACTtis  Journal  has  begun  its  career  under 
conditions  more  auspicious  and  favorable  to 
its  success  than  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  a 
young  publication.  In  the  first  place  the 
Cactus  society  which  controls  the  Iournal 
includes  among  its  members  ininy  praclical 
gardeners  and  growers  of  succulent  plants, 
(I  am  aware  of  this  from  private  knowledge 
regarding  the  personality  of  the  members.) 
who  are  competent  to  contribute  to  the  col- 
umns of  your  paper,  articles  or  subjects 
whereof  they  know.  As  proprietors  ot  the 
publication,  from  whose  success  they  will  de- 
rive the  benefit,  they  are  probably  willing 
and  anxious  to  furnish  many  useful  and  in- 
structive articles. 

In  the  second  place,  the  press  notices  which 
I  liave  read  with  much  gratification,  (for  I  am 
deeply  interested  in  its  success  )  are  very  flat- 
tering, to  say  the  least,  and  the  articles  iu 
the  leading  dailies  relating  to  the  cactus  bed 
in  Carroll  Park,  go  to  show  that  a  great  revo- 
lution is  lakiug  place  in  the  i)opular  taste, 
.and  that  the  present  flower  queeus  are  likely 
to  be  supplanted  l)v  the  cactus. 

Under  these  circumstances,  sir,  I  feel  sure 
that  your  efforts  to  make  the  Cactus  Jour- 
nal one  of  the  foieniosl  flower  periodicals 
will  culniiuale  in  success. 

Ralto.,  July,  '94.  Subscriber. 


Mr.   h'DiToR  : 

I  notice  iu  the  first  issue  of  your  Jour 
ual  that  the  gentleman  who  delivered  the 
lecture  before  your  societv  advises  different 
soils  for  the  several  species  of  c.icti.  I  also 
notice  a  letter  from  one  of  your  correspond- 
ents (Iv.  Pa)  that  seems  to  conflict.  I  only 
grow  a  few  plants,  and  anxious  to  learn,  and 
do  not  write  as  a  critic  or  fault  fiuder,  but 
simply  to  gain  more  knowledge. 

h-  says,  after  many  experiments,  and  the 
loss  of  some  valuable  plants,  he  now-  uses  one 
soil  for  all,  and  lias  had  good  success.  What 
I  would  like  to  know.  is.  did  the  genlleman 
who  recommends  the  different  soils  give  his 
own  ways  of  growing  the  plants?  Has  he 
tried  the  different  mixtures  he  names  for  the 
various  varieties,  and  under  what  conditions 
were  ihey  grown  ? 

I  tried  the  rooting  of  cuttinL'S  as  suggested 
l)y  your  correspoudeut  "F"  aud  found  it  very 
good.  It  is  surely  more  satisfactory  than 
sand. 

Judging  friini  the  first  number  of  The 
JoiRNAi,,  1  am  led  to  believe  that  it  will  be 
of  great  service  to  all  growers  of  cacti  aud 
succulent  plants. 

Mrs.  McK.,  Washington. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Can  you  lell  me  what  to  do  with  uiy  cacti? 
At  least  6  different  kinds  have  small  yellow 
spots  which  coiuinually  increase.  I  have 
taken  some  of  iheni  off,  but  on  the  M.  Ap- 
planata  and  others  of  that  class  I  cannot  re- 
move them,  and  they  apoear  to  be  killing 
them --J.  L.  Bishop,  Ala. 


Answers  to  Questions— July. 

J  B.  — It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  answer 
your  question,  because  you  do  not  give  us 
any  idea  of  the  specie,  size,  etc. 

Clara— Probablv  your  cactus  is  one  of  a 
variety  that  must  attain  a  certain  age  and 
growth  before  it  will  bloom.  Please  state  the 
variety  and  we  will  try  to  give  the  informa- 
tion. 

Lui.lK— Thev  usually  bloom  the  third  year, 
but  have  bloomed  the  second.  Kefer  you  to 
article  on  page  lo  of  this  number. 

C.-.  Md.— Mrs.  Patterson  of  Cal.  says  she 
had  the  same  experience  with  her  Rainbow, 
but  succeeded  with  the  last  three  plants  with 
the  following  treatment:  I  syringed  them 
only  occasionly,  and  did  not  water  the  roots 
at  all  until  after  several  months,  when  the 
roots  had  become  established. 


e^Please  mention  The  Bai-timore  Cactus  Jocrnal 
when  wriiing  to  our  advertisers. 

CACTI.    =    SUCCULENTS. 

We  have  a  fine  collection  of  novelties  and 
rarities  from  the  South  Coast  California 
Islands,  the  Great  Southwest  and  Mexico  ; 
besides  many  other  sorts. 

CACTI,  AGAVES,  YUCCAS,  COTY- 
LEDONS, BCHEVBRIAS. 

Manv  of  these  not  listed  by  any  other  deal- 
ers in  the  world.     Send  for  Piice  List. 

ORCUTT  SEED  AND  PLANT  COMPANY, 

Lyon  &  Cobbe,  Managers, 

LOS   ANGELES,   UAL. 

Choice    Cacti— I  make  a  business  of 

supplying    choice   coUeciions   at  reasonable 
prices.     4  sample  plants  for  25  cts.  in  stamps. 
Mrs.  FRANCIS  BRIGHT, 

Van  Raub,  Texas. 

Cactus  Culture  and  Catalogue  Free. 
2O0  varieties.  Blood  Cactus,  30  cts.,  sample 
15  cts.;  13  for  $1.00.  A  Photo,  of  the  Great 
Cactus  Garden  at  the  World's  Fair  sent  for 


15  cts. 


CURT  K.  PLUMB, "Cactus  Crank." 
Milton,  Wls. 


Choice  Cultivated  Cacti  Cheap.— 

3  large  two  year  old  named  cacti,  50  cts. 
3  large  blooming  size  Calla  bulbs,  50  cts. 
A  fine  nametl  Hcheveria  with  each  |i  order. 
Mks.  M.  E.  PATTERSON, 

GlenijAle,  Cal. 


44  W.  LEXINGTON  ST., 


"Please  mention  The  Baltimore  Cactus  Joxjrnal 
when  dealing  with  our  advertisers. 


NURSERIES 

AT 

ANNAPOLIS, MD. 

Choice  Cut 

Flowers, 
e  Plants. 
.Arrangements. 

BALTIMORE,  MD- 

McDOWELL-GUAJARDO  HN0S7 

nONTEREY,  HEXICO. 

1^  /a  L^    I     I  CoUi'ctors  and  Kxporlers 

FOR  THE  TRADE. 

Do  not  issue  a  retail  catalogue,  but  will  offer 

to  amateurs  the  following  rare  and  new 

sorts  prepaid,  by  mail,  and  will  fill 

orders  in  turn  as  plants  arrive. 

M.  Carreti  (Rebut)          .  .           $   -50 

M.  Cornifera  Applanata,  .                 .75 

M.  Lassomeri  (Rebut)          -  -          i.oo 

E.  Heterochromus  (Weber)  .           2.00 

Many  color  spines. 

E.  McDowelli  (Rebut)  .  .       2.00 

E.  'rrollieti  (Rebut)  .  .  2.00 

The  6  Varieties  for   $5  00 


Sample  Collections; 

Small  plants  prepaid  by  mail. 
Medium  or  large,  by  express,  at  expense 
of    purchaser. 
No.  1  —  20    different    varieties    for    $2  00 
No.  2—30  "  "  $3  00 

No.  3—40         "  "  $5  00 

Remit  by  Postal,  or  Express  Money  Orders. 


RARE  CACTUS  i700  sorts  ,. 


BOOKON  CACTUS  AND  RAREPLANTS, 

I  10    I'AGKS,  FULL  OF  ENGKA\'INC.S.       lOCF.NTS. 

Illustrated  Catalo«ne  Free. 

A.  BLANC  &  iO„    Philadelphia, 


..«?■ 


montlily  publication  devoted  to  the  cuUure  of  Cacti  Succulent  and 
other  plants  closely  allied  to  the  Cacti,  of  which  the  Society  makes 
a  special  study,  giving  practical  hints  from  the  best  authorities. 
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TWO  RARE   CACTI. 

IFi  onl  Floi  :sts'  Ejrcfiatij^r,) 

ApromineiU  seed  fiiui  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
are  accutmilaliiij;  at  their  hcadqtiarters 
quite  a  large,  varied,  and  interesting  collec- 
tion of  cacti.  I  recently  paid  them  a  visit 
and  was  surprised  at  the  extent  of  their  col- 
lection. They  had  fully,  if  not  more  than  an 
acre,  solid  in  cactus,  with  only  sufficient  room 
left  for  walks.  This  is  covered  with  lath 
houses,  although  they  have  planted  quitt-  a 
number  entirely  "in  the  open."  One  of  their 
newest  addition  is  pilocereus  Sargentiana. 
This  variety  is  a  rare  form  of  the  genus  to 
which  the  Old  Man  Cactus  (P.  senilis)  belongs 
but  P.  Sargentiaua  does  not  produce  his 
"Hair"  until  say  i'/i  to  3  feet  tall.  A  young 
one  looks  like  the  cuts  of  Cereus  gemuiatus, 
with  spines  of  about  tlie  same  length,  color 
pale  pea  green,  spines  very  short,  dull  ash 
color,  and  regularly  set  on  the  rib.  When 
old  enough  the  long,  wavy,  reddish-brown 
"hair"  (or  flaccid  spine.s),  is  produced,  and 
gives  a  very  unique,  yet  pleasant  look  to  this 
plant.  It  is  hard  to  get,  coming  from  rocky 
islands  in  the  Pacific,  and  consequently  does 
not  sell  cheaply.  I  was  fortunate  enough  to 
see  one  in  bloom.  The  flower  (I  only  saw 
one,  and  then  only  for  a  second)  is  quite 
pretty  ;  single,  about  the  size  of  a  silver 
quarter,  and  of  a  handsome  shade  of  pinkish 
salmon.     It  forms  a  heavy  fine   plant. 


The  other  plant  is  Echinocactus  Emoryi, 
var.  chrysacanthus,  and  is  a  very  rare  form 
of  E.  Emoryi,  and  I  think  one  of  the  hand- 
somest I  have  seen.  The  spines,  which  are 
very  long  and  abundant,  are  round  and  twis- 
ted in  many  ways.  They  entirely  cover  the 
body  of  the  plant,  and  are  a  bright  transpa- 
rent amber  when  young,  and  vary  until 
around  the  middle,  and  to  the  bottom  of  the 
plant  they  are  of  the  richest  olive.  To  my 
mind  it  is  far  more  handsome  than  E.  Grn- 
soni,  about  which  so  much  fuss  is  made. 
Another  very  haTuisome  |>lant.  little  known 
as  yet,  is  the  recent  introduction,  Echino- 
cactus McDowellii.  Its  spines,  which  hide 
and  surround  the  plant  are  inclined  to  be 
flat,  and  give  a  curious  combination  of  silver 
and  gold,  so  that  you  sec  both  colors  at  the 
same  time. 

These  three  plants  will  become  deservedly 
popular  among  those  who  can  afford  them. 
The  last  named  is  a  Mexican,  and  of  easy 
growth. 

Bv  the  way,  R.  D.  Hoyt  of  the  American 
Exotic  Nurseries,  Florida,  writes  me,  that 
Sanseveria  zeylanica  (the  How  String  Hemp, 
which  is  becoming  quite  popular  as  a  deco- 
rative plant)  as  catalogued  by  nearly  all 
florists,  is  really  S.  guineensis,  with  a  band- 
ing of  graj'  and  brown.  In  the  real  S.  zey- 
lanica,  which  is  much  rarer,  the  marking 
crossways  is  really  white.  I  am  satisfied  he 
is  correct,  and  this  error  ought  to  be  cor- 
rected next  year — especially  as  these  two 
plants  are  coming  to  the  frout  for  decorative 
purposes. 

California,  Carp. 
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THE  CACTUS. 

pvTI)  you  ever  see  a  greenhouse  filled  with 
'-'  nothing  but  tn-isted,  thorny  and  bloom- 
ing cacti?  No.  Well  then,  you  have  missed 
one  of  the  oddest  sights  of  life. 

You  may  think  that  these  plants  are  ostia- 
ci.sed  from  the  realms  of  the  flower  world, 
but  such  is  not  the  case,  for  in  fact  the  cactus 
is  the  most  "stuck  up"  of  the  whole  lot. 

No  longer  is  it  left  alone  to  fill  up  immense 
tracts  on  dreary  prairies,  worrying  some  be 
lated  pedestrians,  and  acting  as  an  automatic 
spur  on  the  horse  of  some  gay  Mexican  be- 
neath a  huge  sombrero  ;  nor  is  it  the  excep- 
tion to  see  one  of  those  oddities  of  naiuie 
lost  amidst  a  perfect  bow  er  of  beauiv,  but  in- 
stead are  to  be  seen  whole  collections  of 
cacti,  of  an  indefinite  quantity.  Tlie  public 
at  large,  perhaps,  would  feel  but  little  interest 
in  these  collections  were  it  not  for  the  fact, 
that  some  eminent  physicians  have  pronoun- 
ced an  extract  of  the  cereus  grandiflorus,  a 
member  of  the  cactus  family,  to  be  an  almost 
infallible  agent  for  the  cure  of  heai  t  disease. 

That  fact  alone  brings  the  matter  home  to 
the  public  heart  at  once,  for  no  people 
suffer  so  much  from  lliis  complaint  as  the 
bustling  American. 

The  general  belief  in  regard  to  the  c. ictus 
is.  that  they  are  wanting  in  beauty;  that  they 
are  remarkable  only  in  so  far  as  their  curious 
form  goes. 

It  is  true  that  none  of  them  possess  any 
claims  ;o  the  gracefulness  of  habit  or  elegance 
of  foliage,  such  as  are  usual  in  popular  plants, 
and  when  not  in  flower  very  few  of  the  cac 
fuses  would  answer  to  the  present  idea  of 
floral  beauty.  Nevertheless,  the  stems  of 
many  of  theLii  are  peculiarly  attractive  on 
account  of  their  strange,  fantastic  forms, 
their  spiny  clothing,  the  absence  of  leaves, 
(except  in  a  few  cases),  and  their  singular 
manner  of  growth. 

To  the  few,  or  many,  who  care  for  cactus, 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  beauty,  even  in  these 
characters,  although,  perhaps  the  eye  has  to 
be  educated  up  to  thetrt. 

The  mania  for  collecting  something,  or 
riding  a  hobby  of  some  description  has  been 
one  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  man,  and 
one  of  the  latest  is  the  C.  C,  meaning  a  cac- 
tus crank. 

This  new  body  of  collectors  is  steadilj- 
growing,  and  it  would  now  be  almost  impos- 
sible to  enumerate  their  collections,  so  great 
have  they  grown  in  size. 


The  cactus  does  not  require  much  care,  and 
the  owner  is  not  often  requiicd  to  sit  up  with 
it  at  night. 

During  the  winter  months  Ihe  plants  must 
be  kept  waini  euf^ugh  to  avoid  freezing. 

In  beauty  and  rarity  of  flowers,  and  in  the 
remarkable  forms  of  their  stems,  and  in  their 
simple  requirements,  the  cultivator  and  stu- 
dent find  an  unfailing  source  of  plea-ure  and 
instruction. 

One  could  spend  hours  among  the  collec- 
tions I  f  one  of  these  ardent  admirers  of  this 
awkward  child  of  nature,  for  on  every  hand 
he  would  find  some  specimen  that  would  ut- 
terly surprise  him,  so  curious  is  the  shape  of 
some. 

To  desciibe  in  detail  the  diff'erent  plants 
would  require  several  volumes  with  long 
enough  names  to  make  a  reader  weary  and 
an  etymologist  wince,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
drain  on  the  much  used  alphabet. 

Besides  forming  a  study  for  lovers  of  the 
curious,  the  cactus  has  a  mission  in  life. 

Its  fiberous  trunks  and  leaves  are  woven, 
parts  of  it  are  eaten  and  there  are  many 
medical  qualities  in  its  berries  and  flowers. 

Hothouses  on  Wheels  and  Rails. 

A  N  enterprising  scheme  has  been  started 
•'^  by  a  firm  of  horticulturists.  It  very 
often  hapens  tliat  protection  or  forced  heat 
is  required  for  a  certain  time  in  a  certain 
spot  in  a  garden,  where  it  would  be  hardly 
worth  while  to  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble 
of  making  the  ordinary  provision  for  such 
conveniences.  To  meet  stich  cases  a  system 
of  moving  glass  houses  has  liein  organized. 
The  houses,  which  have  heat  or  not,  according 
to  requirements,  are  on  rails,  and  crops 
which  are  to  be  forced,  protected  or  ripened 
in  succession  may  be  brought  undertlie  glass 
as  they  stand  in  the  soil  or  on  stages.  Thus 
a  more  rapid  and  at  the  same  time  more 
economical  production  of  fruit,  flowers  and 
vegetables  may  be  un,dertakeu.  In  securing 
a  succession  of  crops  the  expense  is  but  too 
often  prohibitive,  and  the  new  system  cer- 
tainly seems  to  be  a  means  of  overcoming 
climatic  irregularities  and  inclemencies  at  a 
cost  that  will  be  welcomed  by  horticulturists 
both  professional  and  amateur. — Pittsburg 
Dispatch. 

Mr.  a.  M.  Coudrav  :  The  first  number  of 
your  Journal  at  hand  I  like  it  very  much. 
Do  not  see  how  you  can  print  it  for  the 
mouev. 

Colo.  Mrs.  A.— S— . 
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Why  the  Leaves  Turn. 

TpHR  question  "Why  the  leaves  turn,"  as- 
■  suniiug  so  uiauy  beautiful  shades  iu  the 
fall  of  tlie  year  is  often  asked,  many  expla- 
nations being  given,  we  thought  the  followiug 
article  very  appropriate  for  tl)is  issue  : 

"Probably  not  one  person  in  a  thousand 
knows  why  leaves  change  their  color  iu  the 
fall, ''remarked  an  eniiueut  botanist  the  other 
(lay.  "The  common  and  old  fashioned  idea 
is  that  all  this  red  and  golden  glory  we  see 
now  is  caused  by  frosts.  A  true  and  scientific 
explanation  of  the  cause  of  coloring  of  leaves 
would  necessitate  a  long  and  intricate  dis- 
du.-ision.  Stilted  brieflv  and  iu  proper  lan- 
guage, those  causes  are  these  :  The  green 
matter  in  the  tissue  of  a  leaf  is  composed  of 
two  colors,  red  and  blue.  When  the  sap 
ceases  to  flow  in  the  autumn,  and  natural 
growth  of  the  tree  ceases,  oxidation  of  the 
tissue  takes  place.  Under  certain  conditions 
the  green  leaf  changes  to  red;  under  difTerent 
conditions  it  takes  on  a  yellow  or  broan  tint. 
This  difference  in  color  is  due  to  the  diffei- 
ence  in  combination  of  the  original  constitu- 
ents of  the  green  tissue,  and  to  the  varying 
conditisns  of  climate,  exposure  and  soil.  A 
dry,  cold  climate  produces  more  brilliant 
foliage  than  one  that  is  damp  and  warni. 
This  is  the  reason  that  our  American 
autumns  are  so  much  more  gorgeous  than 
those  of  England.  There  are  several  things 
about  leaves  that  even  science  cannot  ex- 
plain. For  instance,  why  one  of  the  two 
trees  growing  side  by  side,  of  the  same  age 
and  having  the  same  exposure,  should  take 
on  a  brilliant  led  in  the  fall  and  the  other 
should  turn  yellow  ;  or  why  oue  hr.mch  ol  a 
tree  should  be  highly  colored  and  the  rest  of 
the  trees  have  a  yellow  tint,  are  questions 
that  are  as  impossible  to  answer  as  why  oue 
memb"r  of  a  family  should  be  perlectlv 
healthy  and  another  sickly. 

—  "I  iiioic  this  is  true,"  writes  the  ladv  who 
sends  the  above  paragraph,  "for  even  from 
childhood  I  have  noticed  that  in  the  vears 
when  the  fiosts  are  latest  the  leaves  are  the 
most  brilliant.  They  are  exceedin.ylv  beauti- 
ful here  (Marylnndl  this  year.'' 


Dkar  Sir  :  I  have  received  the  first  issue 
of  your  "Journal' and  am  very  much  pleased 
with  it.  I  think  it  will  be  of  great  interest 
to  every  lover  of  cactus.  I  am  glad  1  began 
with  the  first  number,  and  hope  I  shall  never 
miss  one. 

Cal.  Mrs.  M— U— P— . 


Rooting  Cactus  Plants  and  Cuttings. 

A  S  there  seems  to  be  a  great  difference 
•'■•  of  opinion  among  your  correspondents 
in  regard  to  the  proper  soil  in  which  to 
propagate  and  grow  cacti  and  other  succu- 
lents of  like  nature,  a  few  words  from  a 
cactus  "nurseryman"  might  be  of  some  as- 
sistance to  some  amateurs  who  are  "halting 
between  two  (or  more)  opinions."  I  have  ex- 
perimented with  all  classes  of  cacti,  in  every 
different  soil  advocated  by  cactus  growers 
in  general,  and  find  that  pure  wliite  sand, 
neither  too  coarse  nor  too  fine,  is  the  best 
for  all   propagation  and  rooting. 

It  should  be  made  damp,  not  wet,  before 
planting  your  cuttings,  and  kept  dry  most 
of  the  time,  not  watering  more  than  once  a 
week  at  most,  until  cuttings  are  rooted. 
Some  of  the  few  exceptions  to  this  rule  are 
noted  below. 

Good  drainage  in  all  cases  is  essential  to 
success. 

Of  all  cacti,  I  have  found  pilocereus  cut- 
tings the  liardest  to  root.  I  allow  them  to  lie 
for  two  ot  three  days  with  (heir  butts  to  the 
sun  in  order  to  heal  them,  then  dip  into  pow- 
dered charcoal,  and  plant  in  perfectly  dry 
sand,  and  do  not  water  niilil  roots  have 
started.  When  watering,  a  very  weak  solu- 
tion of  lime  water  will  benefit  Pilocereus,  but 
does  not  benefit  the  majority  of  the  other 
genera. 

Most  Hchiuocereus  will  stand  but  little 
water  until  well  rooted.  By  following  this 
treatment,  I  have  found  it  easier  in  many 
cases  to  root  cuttings,  than  to  start  new  roots 
on  plants.  In  rooting  plants  of  these  varie- 
ties, the  same  rules  should  be  followed,  after 
cutting  off  all  old  roots.  Some  varietit-s,  as 
Kchinocacti  horizoulhalonius,  uncinatus  and 
ciispatus,  with  a  few  others,  will  strike  latter- 
al  roots  from  the  old  ones,  even  after  being 
out  of  the  ground  for  three  or  four  months, 
but  it  is  best  to  cut  off  all  roots  from  these  as 
well  as  the  ethers. 

Flat-leaved  opuntiasas  a  rule  will  root  very 
readily  in  almost  any  kind  of  soil,  and  in  any 
degree  of  mois'ure.  No  rules  can  b^  laid 
down  for  any  particnhir  biar.ch  of  the  cactus 
family,  as  the  gtiiera  approacli  each  other  so 
closely  in  some  instances  as  to  baffle,  for  a 
time,  the  best  botanist.  hach  plant  may 
need  treating  slightly  different  than  any  of 
the  rest,  and  the  closest  study  of  each  indi- 
vidual is  necessary  to  success. 

I  do  all  my  propagating  and  rooting  in  lath 
houses,  where  they  get  partial  sun  all  day. 

The  subject  of  soils  for  growing  of  rooted 
plants  will  be  treated  in  a  later  issue. 

Cal.  E.  B., 
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From  a  literary  and  editorial  standpoint 
we  realize  that  we  are  far  from  perfect, 
and  are  striving  our  utmost  to  improve 
the  character  and  usefulness  of  the  read- 
ing matter  presented  each  month. 

We  would  be  greatly  pleased  to  have  more 
of  our  subscribers  favor  us  with  their  ex- 
perience in  growing  succulent  plants. 

We  recognize  that  hard  work  lies  before 
us,  but  we  intend  to  spare  no  pains  to  make 
the  "Cactus  Journal"  all  that  our  subscribers 
could  wish. 

Subscription  only  25  cents  per  Year 

If  you  liave  been  receiving  the  "Cactus 
Journal"  and  are  not  a  subscriber,  you  may 
know  from  this,  that  sample  copies  have 
been  sent  to  enlist  your  attention,  and  to  give 
you  an  opportunity  to  judge  the  merits  of 
the  paper. 

The  Journal  is  a  legitimate  magazine,  and 
as  such  will  only  be  sent  to  those  who  think 
enough  of  it  to  pay  for  it. 

Right  now  is  the  time  to  subscribe.  Don't 
wait  until  tomorrow,  but  sit  right  down  and 
send  us  the  subscription  price  and  have  the 
matter  settled.     You  will  never  regret  it. 

Dq  not  forget  the  Premiums  offered 
IN  our  First  Number  for  the  Four 
LARGEST  Number  of  Subscribers. 

Our  subscription  list  continues  to  grow 
apace,  and  friends  are  still  sending  very 
flattering  letters  concerning  the  first  and 
second  numbers. 

These  words  of  good  cheer  are  helpful, 
and  are  an  iuceutive  to  renewed  effort  to 
place  the  Journal  far  in  advance  of  what  it 
is  at  present  as  a  useful  means  of  accomplish- 


ing better  results  in  the  cultivation  of  succu- 
lent plants. 

We  publish  in  this  number  extracts  from 
some  of  the  letters  received  during  August, 
not  as  a  matter  of  pride,  but  as  showing  that 
in  our  main  object,  viz  :  to  instruct  and  in- 
terest the  lovers  of  this  class  of  plants,  we 
have  started  right  and  have  been  fairly  suc- 
cessful. 

Send  us  Items  of  interest  to  Cacti 
Admirers  and  we  will  publish  them. 

Mr.  a.  Von  Micheroux  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.  has  been  appointed  the  General  Repre- 
sentative for  the  Baltimore  Cactus  Jour- 
nal. Any  business  in  the  interest  of  the 
Journal  will  be  promptly  forwarded  to  the 
editor  to  receive  prompt  attention,  whether 
it  be  subscriptions,  advertisements  or  contri- 
butions towards  its  columns.  Mr.  Von  M. 
will  shortly  leave  New  York  on  an  extended 
business  trip  through  the  West  and  South- 
West.  We  wish  him  a  pleasant  and  success- 
i'ul  journey  both  in  the  interest  of  himself  and 
the  Journal. 

Send  in  your  Subscription  to  commence 
with  No.  I,  so  THAT  you  may  have  the 
complete  issue. 

Specimen  Begonia  Plants  for  Carroll 
Park. — Mr.  Christian  Broessel  of  this  city, 
presented  to  the  Superintendent  of  Carroll 
Park  64  beautiful  Begonia  plants  in  45  differ- 
ent varieties,  as  a  contribution  towards  the 
new  greenhouses  now  being  built  in  the  park. 

Fine  Seedling  Cereus.  Mr.  Chas.  Ham- 
ilton, whose  card  appears  in  this  issue  of  the 
Journal  has  without  exception  the  finest  lot 
of  i^eedling  cereus  we  have  ever  seen.  The 
seed  was  sown  in  August  '92,  and  by  giving 
them  the  proper  treatment,  (which  Mr.  H. 
thoroughly  understands,)  he  exhibits  plants 
ranging  from  S  to  15  in.  in  height,  with  a  di- 
ameter of  from  I  to  ^y2  inches.  He  is  also  the 
originator  of  the  Cereus  Hamiltonii,  a  plant 
well  deserving  of  a  prominent  place  in  any 
collection. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Cactus  Society 
Mr.  John  Leipold  exhibited  a  beautiful  flower 
of  Cereus  Martinus  grown  by  him.  The 
flower  measured  8  inches  in  diameter,  and 
was  a  beautiful  specimen  of  the  flower  of  a 
night  blooming  cereus. 

A  Stapelia  Graudiflora  was  in  bloom  for 
several  days  in  the  greenhouse  of  Mr.  Fred. 
W.  Lantz,  Secietary  of  the  Cactus  Society, 
which  measured  11  inches  from  point  to  point 
of  the  beautiful  star-shaped  flower. 
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ORCHIDS. 

THIS  subject  in  detail  is  generally  treated 
upon  in  the  Orchid  catalogues  issued  by 
dealers  in  these  interesting  and  mysterious 
plants. 

There  is  scarcely  a  plant  in  the  annals  of 
botany  so  widely  spread  over  the  face  of  the 
earth  as  orchids  ;  our  own  country  boasting  a 
number  of  vaiieties  as  do  England  and  Ku- 
rope  in  general.  These  northern  or  cold 
orchids  in  no  sense  illustrates  the  magnifi- 
cence, the  majesty,  the  strange  and  gor- 
geous shapes  and  colorings  of  the  tropical 
members  of  the  family. 

Orchids  have  until  a  few  years  been  a  con- 
comitant, an  association  of  riches,  the  great 
expense  attending  their  purchase,  has 
caused  persons  of  moderate  means  to  con- 
tent themselves  with  reading  a  description 
of  them  and  viewing  them  from  afar  as 
it  were.  Tlie  improvement  in  more  modern 
means  of  transportation  has,  however,  in- 
duced more  and  larger  importations  of  them. 
Collectors  of  these  beautiful  plants  have  of 
late  years  become  more  bold  in  undertaking 
to  travel  to  their  native  habitat  It  is  now  a 
very  common  thing  for  these  brave  men  to 
boldly  penetrate  in  search  of  them,  the  most 
distant  land,  to  dispute  boldly  with  the 
tiger,  the  lion,  the  jaguar  and  the  anaconda 
the  possession  of  the  forest,  where  on  limb 
or  fork  and  trunk  these  beautiful  plants 
grow  and  flourish— imagiue  Ihe  delight  to 
one  of  these  heroes,  to  suddenly  enter  a  forest 
where  on  tree  and  limb  on  rocks  and  all 
around  his  delighted  eyes  rests  on  masses  of 
these  immeuse  and  gorgeous  blooms.  By 
reasons  of  these  great  facilities  for  collecting, 
they  are  now  sold  at  a  price  within  the  reach 
of  the  most  economical.  There  are  varieties 
that  require  the  skill  of  an  experienced  cul- 
tivator ;  others,  and  the  greater  part  of 
them  will  grow  in  an  ordinary  greenhouse, 
while  others  which  we  designate  as  the 
"Amateur  Class"  can,  with  proper  care  be 
made  to  flower  in  an  ordinary  house-room, 
always  provided  that  they  be  kept  properly 
damp  in  the  growing  season. 

H.  Vangei-der,  N.  J, 

Mr.  a.  M.  Cordray,  Editor, 

Dear  Sir  :  Enclosed  find  P.  O.  order  for 
ten  subscriptions.  I  have  not  had  much 
time  to  look  tor  the  "local  cranks"  but 
promise  you  I  will  get  more  subscriptions  in 
the  near  fnlure,  and  sincerely  hope  you  will 
be  successful  with  the  Jiuiiunl.  with  which  I 
am  much  pleased,  considering  it  is  t  e  first 
issue. 
Cal.  E-   ■-. 


MAMILLARIAS. 

THE  genus  mamillaria  was  founded  by 
Haworth  upon  the  Cactus  Mamillaris 
of  Linnceus,  one  of  the  oldest  cultivated 
species,  and  this  was  renamed  by  the  first- 
mentioned  author,  Mam.  Simplex,  two  others 
were  associated  with  it,  viz:  M.prolifera  and 
M.  discolor,  which  at  that  time  (1819)  were 
all  that  were  known.- 

At  present  there  are  kuowu  to  be  over  300 
different  kinds,  but  only  a  small  proportion 
of  these  may  be  considered  garden  plants. 

They  are  characterized  generally  by  short 
symmetrical  formed  stems,  sometimes  aggre- 


MAMII.L.^RIA   MACROMERIS. 

gated  together,  and  forming  a  dense  tuft, 
but,  as  a  rule,  each  plant  has  only  one  stem. 

The  generic  name  is  descriptive  of  the 
chief  feature  of  these  stems,  namely,  the 
closebv-set,  spirally-arranged  tubercles  or 
mamilkv,  which  vary  considerably  in  the  dif- 
ferent kinds,  but  are  always  present  in  some 
form  or  other. 

Some  kinds  have  stems  only  one  inch  high 
bv  three-eighths  inch  in  diameter,  and  the  tu- 
bercles hidden  from  view  by  the  star  shaped 
cushions  of  reddish  or  white  spines. 

In  some  the  spines  are  erect  and  hair-like, 
giving  the  plant  the  appearance  of  tiny  sea 
urchins  ;  another  group  has  the  principal 
spine  hooked  at  the  tip,  and  the  points  in 
these  so  sharp,  that  if  the  hand  comes  in 
contact  with  them  they  hook  into  it,  and 
stick  like  fish  hooks. 

It  is  quite  true,  that  in  the  cultivated  ma- 
millarias,  there  is  nothing  unsightly  or 
rough,  or  unfinished,  without  foliage,  their 
stems,  globose,  or  short  cylinders,  or  ar- 
ranged in  little  cushion  like  tufts,  and  en- 
veloped in  silky  spines,  like  liny  red  stars, 
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always  looking  the  same,  except  when  in 
flower,  and  never  looking  iu  tlic  least  like 
ordinary  plants.  Chataclers  fiich  as  these 
ought  to  find  many  admirers. 

But  the  flowers  iu  some  species  of  Mamil- 
laria  are  quite  as  attractive  as  ihe  stems. 
Those  of  M  macromeris  are  3  inches  long 
and  wide,  and  their  color  a  deep  rose  ;  M. 
Sheeri  has  equally  large  flowers,  and  of  a 
bright  yellow  color,  as  are  also  the  flower  of 
M.  pectinata.  This  last  is  remarkable  ou  ac- 
count of  the  clock-like  regularity  with  which 
its  flowers  expand.  While  fresh  they  o|icn 
every  day  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock, 
and  close  again  about  one,  however  strong 
the  sunlight  shining  upon  them  may  be. 

There  is  certainly  nothing  more  beautiful 
in  the  cactus  line,  than  a  good  collection  of 
the  finer  mamillarias. 

With  so  much  to  recommend  them,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  they  have  become  great  fa- 
vorites with  cultivators  of  cacti,  and  that  por 
tion  of  the  public  who  have  obtained  any 
knowledge  of  them. 

Most  excellent  results  have  been  oluaincd 
by  growing  Iheni  iu  a  soil  make  up  of  two- 
thirds  sandy  loam  and  one  third  leaf  mold. 
They  must  have  perfect  drainage,  using  small 
lumps  of  charcoal  or  c  )arse  gravel,  filling  the 
pot  nearly  one  third  full  of  this  material. 

Keep  the  soil  uioderateJy  moist  during  tlie 
hot  months,  and  water  sparingly  during  the 
winter,  using  tepid  water,  if  obtainable. 


A  strange  avenue  of  trees  is  owned  by 
the  Duke  of  Argyll,  and  it  is  year  by  year 
growing  larger.  Each  of  the  trees  has 
been  planted  by  some  notable  person,  and 
a  brass  plate  is  fastened  to  the  iron  fen- 
cing surrounding  the  tree,  signifying  by 
whom  it  was  jjlaiUed. 

Editor  of  the  Cactus  Journal  : 

It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  hear  that 
the  Cactus  society  in  Baltimore  contemplated 
publishing  a  monthly  paper  giving  some 
practical  knowledge  of  the  care  and  growing 
of  the  cactus,  etc.  Being  interested  in  floii- 
culture,  and  a  special  liking  to  cacti.  I  sent 
for  sample  copies,  receiving  both  Nos.  i  and 
2.  and  am  happy  to  say,  that  I  am  agreeably 
disappointed.  It  is  neatly  gotten  up,  and  the 
information  cannot  help  to  be  of  value  even 
to  the  professional  florist.  Enclosed  find 
one  dollar  for  the  accompanying  list  of  sub- 
scribers, and  if  you  can  send  me  a  few  sample 
copies,  I  slmll  make  an  attempt  to  get  a  list 
of  names  to  entitle  me  to  oue  of  the  premi- 
ums you  offer.  Wishing  you  success,  I  am 
yours  resp'y, 
Mexico.  '  M.  G. 


THE  STAPELIA. 

A  LTHOUGH  ihe  stapelia  is  not  a  specie  of 
^*  cactus,  it  is  generally  giowu  in  con- 
nection with  them  on  account  of  its  cactus- 
like appearance  and  their  beautiful  star- 
shaped  flowers.  They  are  all  natives  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  They  are  of  the  easiest 
culture,  thriving  nicely  without  much  atten- 
tion. The  soil  best  adapted  for  them  is  a 
sandy  loam,  giving  it  plenty  of  drainage. 
Water   occasionally,    and    place    them    in  a 


STAPELI.\  GRANDIFLORA. 

sunny  position  during  the  summer  months, 
and  in  a  warm  and  dry  place  during  winter. 
The  odor  of  the  blooms  of  the  stapelias 
is  very  offensive,  but  this  is  nothing  against 
their  attractiveness. 

They  are  propagated  easily  from  cuttings  if 
iaid  on  the  soil  or  pinned  down  Do  not  set 
joints  or  young  plants  in  the  soil  to  root  as 
they  are  liable  to  rot. 

The  two  varieties  mostly  found  in  collec 
tions  with  cacti    are   the    Stapelia   variegata 
and   Stapelia   grandiflora.  the    first    named 
growing    in    cylindrical    sections,  while    the 
latter  grows  in  quadrangular  sections. 

Areai,  Rootlets  on  CerEus— My  opinion 
is  that  these  have  a  decided  duty  to  perform 
and  while  there  can  be  no  very  important 
injury  to  the  plant  by  taking  them  off.  yet,  I 
have  found  that  taking  them  off  before  dried 
up  will  cause  the  plant  to  need  re-potting 
much  sooner. 

Cal.  Carp. 


Mr.  Cordrav, 

Dc'r  Sir: — The  first  number  of  your 
little  book  reached  nie  to  day.  I  hope  to  re- 
new every  year. 

Conn.  H.  E.  h. 
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The  Genus   Epiphyllum. 

TVIO  iiitiiibcrs  cif  llie  C';icliis   laniily   aie   so 

~  txUMisivelv  grown  or  so  seiierally  use 
fill  as  the  Hpipliyllums,  and  yet  it  may  be 
safely  asserted  tl:at  their  merits  are  not  lialf 
so  well  known  as  tliey  deserve,  or  might  he 
expected  by  those  who  have  satisfactorily 
<;rown  lluin. 

There  can  hi' no  qiustion  ili:\t  l^iiiphvllnms 
are  tlioroufjhly  nsefnl  •;arden  plants  and 
wherevei  larjje  numbers  of  plants  have  to  be 
grown  for  decorative  purposes  they  are  al 
most  indispensable. 

I'or  the  smallest  col'eciions  they  are  equ- 
ally appieciated,  and  Ihongb  not  quite  so 
well  adapted  for  windows  or  rooms  as  some 
of  the  Phylloc. ictuses  they  can  be  grown  and 
flovvcrfd  in  such  position  and  therefore  fur 
nish  an  iuipottant  addition  to  what  may  be 
tei  med  home  plants. 

They  possess  severil  qualities,  each  of 
which  alone  v\oiild  he  amply  sufficient  to 
rentier  them  worthy  of  recommendation,  but 
the  jirincipal  one  is   their  flowering  period. 

This  extends  Iroin  November  to  Februarv. 
Another  good  trait  in  their  character  is  their 
quick  growth,  which  enables  cultivators  to 
obtain  plants  of  a  good  size  in  a  short  time 

They  are  readily  propagated,  most  profuse 
and  cotisteint  in  (lowering,  their  blooms  are 
marked  by  a  number  of  extremely  rich 
and  bright  shades  of  color,  and  the  plants 
can  be  employed  in  i  variety  of  ways--in  pots 
as  dwarfs,  staudatds,  or  pyramids 

It  is  not  surpiising  that  epiphyllnnis  aie 
gradually  advancing  from  tlie  comparative 
oliscurity  into  which  thcv  had  fallen. 

There  is  no  speci.il  difl'iculty  in  growing 
epiphyllums  fairly  well,  as  they  «ill  do  that 
"ilh  very  ordinary  treatment  ;  but  to  have 
ibeni  in  the  best  condition,  iheir  floral  beauty 
fully  developed,  attention  to  a  few  details  is 
requisite. 

These  however  are  so  simple,  that  no  one 
need  be  deterred  from  growing  the  plauts  by 
any  fear  of  non-success. 

Ai.oHs,  GasTiCkias,  IIaworthias.  and  kin- 
dred plants  are  usually  grown  with  a  collec- 
tion of  cacti,  to  which  they  make  good  com- 
panions, and  are  of  easy  culture.  The  soil 
should  be  of  a  mixture  of  sandy  loam  and 
peat,  allowing,  as  in  all  ca.ses  of  potting  suc- 
culent plants,  a  thorough  drainage.  They 
thrive  nicely  in  a  sunny  position  during  win- 
ter with  little  watering,  whilst  in  summer 
they  seem  to  thrive  best  when  shaded  some- 
what and  watered  freely. 


Okak  Sir  :  We  have  received  the  riist 
nuuiber  of  \  our  Journal  and  w-elconie  ii,  trust- 
ing it  may  griw  and  prosper.  We  shall  hope 
to  see  several  of  our  friends  in  this  lown  sub- 
scribe to  it,  for  you  have  an  open  field. 

Cal  '  h.  &  C 


A.  M  CoRDRAv,  ICsq.,  Balliniore. 

In  reply  to  mv  request,  1  h  ive  received 
the  two  first  n  umbers  of  the  'Haltimore  (.'ac- 
tus Journal"  and  to  sav  that  I  am  surprised 
and  delighted  does  not  express  it.  How  do 
you  expect  to  furnish  such  a  paper  for  25  ets 
a  vear  ?  It  will  linrdly  pay  for  the  paper  and 
cover.  Why  these  two  numbers  are  worth 
the  year's  subscription,  not  to  speak  of 
the  photoengraving  in  No.  2.  Knclosed 
find  P.  O.  order  for  one  dollar,  for  which 
please  send  me  four  co|  ies,  and  I  will  en- 
tleavor  to  circulate  them  in  the  hope  of  get 
ting  other  subfcriliers.  Yours  is  just  the  pa- 
per I  h.ave  been  wishing  for.  where  we  can 
ask  for  and  get  needed  information,  see  each 
other's  mistakes  and  learn  to  avoid  them. 
We  learn  more  from  our  failures  than  our 
success,  anomalous  though  it  may  appear. 
Canada.  J-     1.—. 


A.   M.   CoRIlRAY, 

Sir: — Enclosed  find  fifty  cents  for  two 
subscriptions  to  your  Journal  to  bt-gin  with 
number  one.  I  received  the  two  first  nuin- 
liers  of  the  "Cactus  Journal"  and  am  much 
pleased  with  them,  and  take  pleasure  in  for- 
warding you  the  two  additional  subscriptions. 
I  often  wondered  il  there  was  a  publication 
of  this  kind,  devoted  to  cacns  culture,  and 
now  that  there  is,  I  hope  it  may  become  a 
permanent  success  Furnished  at  such  reas- 
onable price  t25C.)  I  cannot  see  liow  an\  per- 
son interested  in  cacti  can  afford  to  he  with- 
out it.  The  article  'Charcoal  for  rooting  cut- 
tings' by  your  correspondent  F — ,  is  I  think 
worth  moie  than  the  price  of  a  year's  sub- 
scription. I  feel  assured  that  the  "Cactus 
Journal  "  will  grow  and  improve,  and  become 
a  necessity  to  all  cacti  lovers  Will  gladly 
forward  any  subscriptions  that  I  may  secure. 
La.  MrsN.  r.  M- 


I)i';.\R  Sir  ;  It  is  with  pleasure  I  welcome 
your  new  departure.  Shall  do  all  I  can  to 
help  the  paper.  Hope  it  will  be  like  a  ('i(r/«.t 
.\piiie,  "long  felt  " 

Wis.  C.  K.  1'- 


The  July  number  of  "Out  of- Doors  for 
Women"  is  ver}-  interesting.  It  is  j  ublished 
by  Mis   Olive  L.  Orcutt,  San  Oiega,  Cal. 

All  our  rtsiders  should  have  Lyon  &  Cobbe's 
"Special  Offers  for  August,  1S94 "  They 
have  .some  desirable  varieties  of  agaves, 
aloes,  cacti,  etc.  Their  offer  of  six  native 
bulbs  with  catalogue  for  10  cts  is  reniark.ibly 
cheap. 
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Choice  Cacti,  — Five  cuttings  and  one 
plant,  all  different,  and  labeled  I'or  25  cents. 
I  Calla  "Little  Gem"  and  i  Primula  Obconica, 
large  plants,  25  cents,  silver. 

M.  J.   PECKENS, 

Wayland,  N.  Y. 

WILLIAM  TELL,  Austin,  Tex. 

FINK  DIFFEKKNT  CA<JTI, 

Prices  VERV  Low.  send  for  Free  catalogue. 

LIVING  ROCK  CACTUS  10  Cents  Each. 
TEXAS  BULBS  Cheap. 


McDOWELL-GUAJARDO  HNOS  , 

IVIonterey,  Mexico. 
uD  d^Cll     Collectors  and  Exporters 

FOR  THE  TRADE.        ^ 

Do  not  issue  a  retail  catalogue,  but  will  ofTer  to  ama- 
teurs the  following  new   and   rare    sorts 
prepaid,  by  mail,  and  will  fill  orders  in 
turn  hs  plants  arrive. 


Chas.  Hamilton, ^^FLORisT^^ 

Waverl},  Baltimore,  Md- 

Cacti,  Agaves,  Aloes,  Gasterias,  Haworthias, 
Mesembriauthemums,  Echeverias,  etc. 
Seedling  Cereus,  fine  plant:*,  50  to  $1.00 

Cereus  Hamiltonii,  $1  and  upwards. 
Collections  put  up  at  various  prices.    Send  for  particu- 
lars, stating  amount. 

NURSERIES 
AT 

Annapolis, Mp 

Choice 
CUT  FLOWERS. 

Decorative  Plants. 
Artistic    Floial   Arrangements. 
36  W.  Lexington  St.,  Baltimore. 


M.  Carreti  (Rebut) 
M.  Cornifera  Applanta, 
M.  Lassonieri  (Rebut) 
E.  Heterochrouuis  (Weber)     . 
.Many  Color  Spine. 
E.  McDowelli  (Rebut) 
E.  Trollieti  (Rebut) 

The  6  Varieties  for  $5.00. 


I 


■75 
i.oo 

2.00 

2.00 
2.0O 


SAMPLE  COLLECTIONS  : 

Small   plants   prepaid   ty  mail.     Medium   or  large  by 
express,  at  expense  of  purchaser. 

No.  1 — 20  different  varieties  for  i|<3  OO 

No.  2— 20        "  "  3  OO 

No-  3— 40         "  "  5  00 

Remii  by  Postal  or  Express  Money  Order. 

CACTI.    =   SUCCULENTS. 

Wehavea  fine  collection  of  novelties  and  rarities 
from  the  South  Coast  California  Islands,  the  Great 
South-west  and  Mexico  ;   besides  many  other  sorts. 

CACTI, 

AGAVES, 

YUCCAS, 

ECHEVERIAS, 

COTYLEDONS, 
Many  of  these  not  listed  by  any  others  in  the  world. 
Send  for  Price  List. 

ORCUTT  SEED  AND  PLANT  COMPANY, 

Lyon  &  Cobbe,  Managers, 

LOS  ANGELES,  GAL. 


^|.|QJ£^g     CflCti  ^   niake  a  business  of  sup- 

plying Choice  Collections  ' 
at   reasonable  prices.    4  sam[.le  plants  for  25  cents  in 
stamps. 

MRS.  FRANCIS  BRIGHT,  ' 

VAN  RAUB,  TEX.i.S. 

Cactus     Culture     ^nd  catalogue  Free     200 

varieties     Blood  Caclu«, 

30  cents,  sample  15  cents.  13  for  Si. 00.    A  Photo,  of   the 

Great  cactus  Garden  at  the  World's  Fair  sent  for  i5Cts 

CURT.  K.   PLUMB, 

"Cactus  Crank,"  , 

MILTON,  WIS.  1 

Choice  Cultivated  Cacti  Cheap. 

3  large  two  year  old  named  cacti,  50  cents. 

3  large  blooming  size  Calla  Bulbs,  50  cents. 
A  fine  named  Echeveria  with  each  $1,00  order. 
MRS.  M.  E.   PATTERSON, 

GLENDALE,  CAL. 


RARE  CACTUS  (700  sorts.) 


BOOK  ON  CACTUS  AND  RARE  PLANTS. 

116    I'AliES,  FULI,  OJ--    KNGRA\'1NGS.       lUCKNTS. 

Illustraled  Catalogue  Free. 

A.  BLANC  &  CO.,    Philadelphia. 
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not  know  it.  We  were  thirsty  and  my  man 
was  giving  out  ;  I  tried  to  nerve  him — told 
him  we  had  to  drink  water  of  the  lilies  or 
or  none  at  all,  but  seeing  he  was  quite  fa- 
tigued, as  he  had  not  slept  at  night,  I  order- 
ed retreat  to  camp,  and  after  taking  refresh- 
ment from  our  gourd  and  resting  awhile  we 
started  again  taking  seperate  courses  I 
ascended  a  rocky  position  in  search  of  cacti 
and  was  soon  rewarded  by  adding  two  more 
specimens  to  my  collection,  with  these  and 
some  fine  M.  Semperviva  left  back  on  the 
route,  I  thought  myself  sufficiently  rewarded 
to  return,  when  to  my  agreeable  surprise  I 
met  my  guide  waiting  for  me  to  dig  three 
specimens  of  the  long-sought-for  Lirio  Can- 
taro  or  Pitcher  Lilv  ;  I  dug  the  largest  and 
drank  the  most  delicious  water,  and  with 
other  botmical  specimens  collected  and 
carefully  packed,  with  regtets  not  to  take  all 
the  mountains  with  me  — ordered  a  home 
ward  march. 

Our  horses  had  fortunately  escaped  being 
gored  by  the  wild  bulls  whose  loud  cries 
were  re-echoed  by  the  mountain  tops  like  the 
shrill  whistle  of  a  locomotive.  Once  out  of 
the  dangerous  paths  we  pushed  our  horses, 
and  it  was  dark  when  we  reached  the  grand- 
est mountain  scenery.  We  crossed  and  re- 
crossed  the  beautiful  limpid  stream,  my  guide 
was  aliead  while  I  dismounted  to  water  my 
pony,  and  on  riding  a  few  steps  more  I  wit- 
nessed what  appeared  the  strange  phenome- 
non tgnu»  futtcs.  Some  people  think  that 
where  thit  light  shines  there  is  money  hur- 
ried, as  that  is  out  of  my  line  of  business  I 
told  my  guide  of  the  spot,  and  if  he  ever  dug 
would  go  "halve?." 

At  midnight  I  reached  home,  having  ac- 
complished two  days  journey  in  one,  and  on 
the  following  morning  sent  my  specimens  to 
Philadelphia  and  London. 


THE  RHIPSALIS. 

OF  this  plant  there  are  two  species,  and  a 
great  number  of  varieties  One  class  is 
the  tropical,  and  the  other  is  native 

Some  of  the  most  beautiful  of  Rhipsalis  are 
found  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  aud  iu  the 
Islands  of  Ceylon,  in  Asia. 

The  American  species  are  found  iu  great 
numbers  in  some  parts  of  New  Mexico,  Ati- 
Eona,  Colorado,  California  and  Kansas. 

They  are  of  easy  culture,  bloom  abundantly 
and  the  flowers  of  most  varieties  are  very 
beautiful. 


WATERING  CACTI— I. 

Spine,  Marvla.nu. 

jVJOT  a  single  point  in  the  success  of  the 
^  ^  cultivation  of  this  peculiar  class  is  so 
important  as  "the  watering  ''  On  this  de- 
pends the  life  and  growth  of  the  many  pets 
which  the  cactus  admirer  possesses  in  his 
collection.  Too  much,  or  too  little,  as  the 
case  may  be, is  liable  to  result  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  plant,  but  iu  most  cases  that  of 
giving  it  too  much. 

Many  persons  interested  in  cacti  unaware 
of  the  importance  of  watering,  becouie  dis- 
couraged at  the  loss  of  plant  after  plant, 
until  sometimes  entire  collections  are  con- 
sumed, naturally  give  up  the  idea  of  growing 
cacti  ;  but  by  giving  "the  watering''  a  little  . 
attention,  there  is  no  doubt,  of  course,  taking 
other  conditions  into  consideration  that  good 
results  will  follow. 

A  few  timely  hints,  as  the  winter  is  now  ap- 
proaching, are  in  place  and  worth  consider- 
ing, as  it  is  during  this  part  of  the  year  that 
the  heaviest  loss  is  experienced. 

Under  all  circumstances  use  clean  water, 
and  confine  yourself,  if  possible,  to  the  use  of 
rain  water  only,  but  should  such  not  be 
available,  and  you  are  compelled  to  use  the 
cool  spring  or  hydrant  water,  allow  it  to 
stand  in  the  sun  for  a  short  time  to  take  off 
the  chill.  In  winter  use  tepid  water  of  about 
the  temperattire  of  the  plant  so  as  not  to 
chill  the  plant,  and  never  water  over  the 
plant  especially  where  it  is  liable  to  settle  in 
the  crown  of  the  plant,  but  a  slight  syringing 
or  spraying  is  beneficial  at  all  times. 

The  most  suitable  time  for  watering  cacti, 
depends  of  course  on  the  season. 

In  Summer  it  is  best  to  water  in  the  even- 
ing, after  the  plant  and  soil  have  cooled  off 
thoroughly  from  being  exposed  to  the  hot 
rays  of  the  sun  during  the  day  ;  iu  Spring 
and  Fall,  morning  is  the  most  suitable, 
whilst  in  Winter  mid-day  is  tiiost  advisable. 
During  the  Summer  or  growing  month?,  on 
bright,  sunny  days  it  is  essential  to  water 
daily,  whilst  in  cloudy  weather  when  the 
atmosphere  is  moist  water  must  be  withheld 
to  a  certain  extent,  excepting  probably  in 
the  cases  of  strong  growing  plants.  This 
caution  is  suggested  for  the  winter  mouths  as 
well  as  summer. 

Do  not  keep  saucers  under  the  pots  filled 
with  water,  as  this  method  is  only  suitable 
for  swamp  plants  or  such  plants  which  re- 
quire a  great  deal  of  water  ;  but  such  is  not 
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the  case  with  cacti,  as  nature  has  provided 
for  this  ill  their  succulent  cliaracter,  and  they 
will  thrive,  as  stated  before,  much  better 
with  too  little  than  too  much  moisture. 

Always  in  planting  your  cacti  allow  a 
reasonable  amount  of  space  from  the  soil  to 
the  rim  of  the  pot  for  water.  Do  not  hold 
the  watering  pot  too  high  from  the  pot,  so 
that  the  soil  will  splatter  over  the  plant,  nor 
water  on  one  side  only,  but  pass  the  spout  all 
around  the  plant,  if  possible,  so  that  the  .soil 
will  become  equally  saturated. 

When  it  is  possible,  it  is  advisable  in  pot- 
ting cacti  to  have  the  soil  higher  around  the 
base  of  the  plant,  sloping  toward  the  pot,  to 
prevent  water  from  collecting  around  the 
plant,  which  often  causes  decay. 

During  the  .summer  mouths  the  rule  of 
watering  the  soil  only  may  not  be  followed  so 
closely,  as  it  has  been  found  very  beneficial 
to  water  over  the  plant  during  the  growing 
season.  Of  course  tlie  watering  of  cacti  as 
well  as  all  other  plauts.depeuds  entirely  upon 
circumstances:  the  season,  the  position,  and 
the  condition  of  the  plant  is  always  well 
worth  taking  into  consideration,  but,  that  of 
season  is  to  my  mind,  the  most  important. 


ANHALONIUMS. 

M.  SwicNSON.     Washington. 

A  SM.\I,L  genus  of  very  pretty  and  curi- 
^*  ous  looking  cacti,  closely  allied  to  the 
MamiUaria.  The  only  recognizable  differ- 
ence to  the  cultivator  is  that  the  flowers  are 
larger  and  grow  from  the  middle  of  the  stem 
instead  of  around  it  as  on  Mamillarias. 

The  botanist  will  find  some  more  marked 
peculiarity.  So  far  three  species  are  known 
and  in  cultivation. 

.\NHALONIUM   KISSl'RATA, 

common  name  (.the  living  rock)  alluding  to 
the  natural  color  of  the  plant.  A  rare  and 
interesting  specie  of  cacli  Native  habitat 
in  hot  and  barren  tablelands  of  Mexico, 
where  rain  seldom  falls.  The  sreneral  ap- 
pearance of  the  plant,  is  a  symmetrical 
rosette,  more  like  it  bad  been  chiseled  tn 
stone  by  some  skilled  mechanic,  than  tlie 
result  of  nature's  handiwork. 

Cultural  Treatment.  This  particular 
cacti  is  easily  grown  and  should  be  in  every 
amateurs  collection.  For  potting  use  some 
good  loam  mixed  with  one  fourthsand,  take 
a  pot  a  little  larger  than   the    plant,  put    in 


plenty  of  drainage  at  the  bottom.  Tate  your 
plant  and  press  the  soil  firm  but  not  hard 
around  it,  give  water  sparingly  at  first.  If 
the  plant  is  in  good  condition  it  will  soon  fill 
the  pot  with  roots  and  after  this  they  will 
stand  more  liberal  watering,  especially  du- 
ring summer.  For  2  or  3  months  in  winter 
water  can  be  withheld  entirely. 

The  fi.iwering  season  is  from  August  to  Oc- 
tober, each  individual  flower  will  open  for  3 


AnHAI.ON'U'M  Kisvrata. 

or  4  diiys  in  succession.      Size  about   i  h  in. 
in    diameter.     Color,  a  delicate   rosy  purple. 

ANHALONIUM      PRISMATICUM. 

A  scarce,  bold,  strong-growing  and  strik- 
ingly handsome  species.  Plants  known  to 
measure  12  inches  in  diameter.  The  tuber- 
cles are  large  and  prominently  surrounded 
bv  wool.  The  plant  when  full  grown  has  tlie 
appearance  of  a  gigantic  rosette. 

To  keep  it  healthy  and  in  good  condition, 
great  care  should  be  taken  not  to  overwater 
especially  when  fresh  potted.  Too  much 
moisture  at  the  roots  is  death  to  the  plant. 
Plentv  of  drainage  in  the  pot  and  very  little 
water  is  essential  to  its  life. 

Flowers  white,  about  2  inches  in  diameter. 
Flowering  season  June  and  July. 

ANHALONIUM  WILLIAMSII. 

Another  pretty  and  distinct  specie,  very 
easilv  cultivated.  It  will  stand  any  amount 
of  roujjh  usage.  In  form  it  differs  greatly 
from  its  congeners.  Plants  when  small  are 
club  shaped,  when  they  grow  larger  the  stem 
will  expand  and  commence  to  show  the 
identibal  rosette  form.  The  flowers  are  a 
delicate  pink  one  inch  across.  Flowering 
season  May  and  June. 


It  has  been  said  that  a  night  blooming 
Cactus  flower  may  be  kept  open  for  a  few- 
days  if  placed  in  a  cool,  dark  room. 
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Baltimore,  October,  1894. 

The  Premiums  offered  by  the  Journal 
for  the  largest  number  of  subscribers  will 
uot  be  given  out  as  at  first  announced,  but 
will  be  awarded  in  December  The  reason 
for  making  this  change,  is  that  if  given  now 
tliey  would  all  go  to  those  in  our  immediate  vi- 
cinity who  knew  of  the  Journal  in  advance 
of  its  publication.  This,  we  felt  was  an  un- 
due advantage  over  later  subscribers  who 
wish  to  compete  for  the  premiums,  so  in  jus- 
tice to  all,  we  deemed  it  best  to  extend  the 
lime. 

We  think  this  the  most  useful  number  of 
the  Journal  issued  so  far,  and  our  readers 
can  with  perfect  safety  follow  the  advice 
and  instructions  given  as  lo  watering,  soil, 
etc.  The  articles  have  been  prepared  with 
care,  and  are  from  practical  experiences 
which  have  been  found  to  be  safe  and  sat 
isfactory. 

Having  had  several  inquiries  from  friends 
asking  if  articles  on  other  subjets  than  cacti 
would  we  acceptable,  we  wish  to  say,  that 
while  cacti  is  a  hobby  with  all  of  our  mem- 
bers and  many  of  our  subscribers,  yet  we 
all  find  pleasure  and  profit  in  many  other 
kinds  of  plants,  and  while  cacti  will  form  the 
leading  feature  of  the  Journal,  we  shall  be 
glad  to  have  conimunicalioos  and  questions 
on  any  of  the  succulent  plants. 

There  is  a  treat  in  store  for  tUost  of  our 
readers  who  can    attend    the   coming  'Mum 


Show  of  the  Gardener's  Club  of  Baltimore. 
The  Chrysanthemum,  so  rightly  named  the 
"Autumn  Queen"  will  during  her  short  reign 
allow  no  flower  lo  dispute  her  supremacy. 
Baltimore  has  the  reputation  of  always  doing 
what  is  done  well,  and  the  Gardeners  Club 
is  no  exception  to  the  rule. 

The  purpose  of  the  Journal  is  to  furnish 
information  about  the  habits  of  cacti  and  suc- 
culent plants  to  our  amateur  subscribers  de- 
siring such  information  We  wish  to  impress 
this  upon  all  of  our  subscribers  and  to  have 
them  feel  at  perfect  liberty  to  ask  any  ques- 
tion about  plants  of  this  nature  that  they 
may  wish. 

We  will  endeavour  to  answer  them  by  giving 
the  desired  information. 

We  would  further  urge  upon  our  corres- 
pondents not  to  be  too  brief  in  their  questions, 
il  you  wish  to  know  what  is  the  matter  with 
a  plant,  for  instance  :  Give  us  all  the  infor- 
mation about  condition,  the  past  treatment  of 
same,  condition  of  the  place  wherein  it  has 
grown,  in  fact,  anything  that  would  go  to  in- 
form us  as  to  the  probable  cause  of  failure 
or  disease. 

Do  not  be  afraid  of  imposing  upon  us,  we 
are  here  for  the  purpose  of  answering  all 
questions,  and  if  you  are  a  subscriber  to  the 
Journal  you  are  entitled  to  any  information 
that  we  can  furnish  you. 


A.  M.  CordrAy, 

Dear  Sir: — Ever  since  I  received  the 
first  number  of  the  Cactus  Journal  I  have 
wished  to  find  time  to  write  you  how  pleased 
I  am  with  it. 

Vox  a  long  time  my  friends  and  myself  have 
inquired  if  there  was  anything  published, 
that  would  direct  us  in  the  culture  and  also 
correct  naming  of  these  cuiious  and  (to  me) 
lovely  plants.  I  am  sure  it  will  supply  a  long 
felt  need  among  cactus  fanciers,  and  I  hope 
to  secure  you  a  number  of  subscriptions 
among  my  cactus  friends,  and  I  hope  the 
new  Journal  may  be  as  long  lived  as  some  of 
the  long-lived  plants  it  represents  With 
best  wishes. 

Mich.  A.  P.  H. 
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SPINES  AND  PRICKLES. 


Carp,  California. 

I  HAVE  rooted  all  uiy  cactus  cuttings  this 
•  year  in  white  sand  gathered  on  tlie  beach 
of  the  Pacific  Oceau  just  about  at  the  edge  of 
high  tide.  Our  saud  here  is  dirty  and  more 
or  less  alkali,  although  I  vva-^  told  Sf  a  saud 
would  kill  iheni  I  gave  it  a  trial— did  not 
eveu  wash  the  saud — I  had  great  success. 

The  best  general  rule  for  watering  is  to 
give  what  the  plaut  will  use  at  once,  never 
letting  the  earth  remain  moi.;t  or  sodden 
long  at  a  lime.  Mrs  Nickels'  advice  can  not 
be  too  often  repeated  "If  a  plant  begins  to 
show  signs  of  decay  at  the  bottom,  it  has 
probably  been  too  wet,  if  it  shrivels  at  the 
tofi  the  plant  is  too  dry." 

M)'  advice  is  never  to  despair  of  a  cactus 
until  a  month  after  you  are  sure  it  is  "stone 
dead.''  Go  away  and  forget  it  for  a  month 
when  you  come  back  to  bury  it,  you  may, 
and  very  likely  will,  find  it  laughing  at  you. 
I  lost  a  cutting  nearly  three  months  last 
spring  on  a  closet  shelf;  when  found  it  had 
made  roots. 

A  new  use  is  being  made  of  the  flat  leafed 
Opuutias  (more  especially  O.  Engelmannii,) 
which  is  now  brought  to  St.  Louis  bv  ihe  car 
load  and  manufactured  into  Axle  Grease! 
Being  ground  up  it  is  mixed  up  with  a  little 
pine  tar  to  prevent  dccomnosition,  when  it 
makes  a  better  lubricant  than  sorts  costing 
three  times  as  much.  It  costs  two  cents  a 
pound  and  is  used  wiihoul  waste,  I  under- 
stand. If  you  have  a  plant  that  you  can 
spare  cuttinys  of  use  the  juice  the  next  time 
you  make  whitewash,  and  you  will  have  a 
color  almost  as  durable  as  paint 

Among  the  new  and  rare  sorts  put  on  the 
market  this  year  are  the  following,  but  they 
do  not  by  any  means  cover  the  list. 

CerEus  Cochai,,  Orciitt.  A  new  tree  like 
species. 

C.  EhucA,  Biandrc^re,  Chienola.  A  very 
pretty  new  specie  with  long  ashy  gray  re 
flexed  spines  sometimes  prostrate  with  up 
lifted  heads. 

C.  PringlEi,  Unison.  '  Cardon."  A  new 
giant  sort  from  Mexico. 

Mamii.i.aria  HAi.Ei,Cy«//f;  A  cereus  like 
plaut  and  very  pretiy  Spines]  chocolate 
color,  h'Ug  and  straight,  flowers  bright  scar- 
let and  pink.     Rare  in  collectious 

ECHINOCKREl'S,  HngEi.manii,  Paviy,  is 
being  shown    this   season    in    various    colors 


which  have  been  named  in  varieties  which  I 
consider  a  mi.stake. 

V.  Albispiuus  is  soft  ivory  white. 

V.  Variegatus  is  black  and  white  which  is 
the  handsomest  when  really  black,  and  not 
brown. 

ECHiNOCRREUS  MajovENSIS,  Eiiffehnaii,  is 
not  new,  bui  very  rare  and  as  good  as  gold. 
Us  blood-red  blossoms  when  once  seen  will 
not  be  soon  forgotten.  The  Death  Valley 
ICxpeditioM  of  1891  found  one  specimen  of 
this  plant  in  the  form  of  a  dense  oblong  mat, 
the  greatest  diameter  of  which  was  99  cm. 
anil  the  shortest  was  74  cm.  The  number 
of  small  closely  packed  si  ems  was  about  600. 
It  is  sparingly  found  and  expensive. 

ECHlNOCACTtIS  Emor%'i  var.  CbrysacAn- 
THUS  is  the  prettiest  thing  I  have  seen  in 
many  a  day.  It  is  rare  and  toni'y  mind  ahead 
of  \\.  Grusoui  for  which  it  has  been  mistaken. 
The  densly  packed  spines  are  twisted  in 
every  direction,  are  thick  and  mostly 
round,  often  twisted  in  a  spiral.  They  vary 
in  color  from  clear  light  amber  to  a  deep 
olive  at  the  base,  although  the  plants  vary 
some.  Flowers  said  to  be  clear  satiny  orange 
or  sometimes  with  crimson  mid  rib. 

Philocereus  Largentianus,  Oiiiilt  is 
ihe  last  I  will  mention  in  this  letter.  The 
"hair"  does  not  appear  in  this  specie  until 
the  plant  has  attained  some  age.  It  is  then 
abundant,  of  «  reddish  brown  color,  and  in- 
clined to  be  curly.  It  is  stout  and  heavy, 
young  plants  looking  not  unlike  the  cuts  of 
C.  Gemmatus.  It  was  a  life  risking  adven- 
ture getting  this  plant  and  its  introducers  (of 
this  season  at  least)  Messrs.  Lyon  &  Cobbe, 
of  Los  Angelos,  deserve  the  thanks  of  all 
fanciers  ol  our  hobby.  Some  others  may  be 
mentioned  later. 


Exhausted  Soil  and  Repotting 

E.N.  Merkel,  Penna. 

WHEN  you  see  a  plant  at  a  "stand  still," 
looking  sickly  with  no  signs  of  growth 
it  is  nearly  always  because  the  soil  is  exhaus- 
ted. The  plant  has  used  up  all  the  food 
contained  in  it  and  it  is  necessary  that  >ou 
supply  fresh  soil  or  fertilizer.  For  all  cacti 
fresh  soil  is  ihe  best,  although  you  can  apply 
fertilizer  to  very  old  and  large  specimens  to 
advantage  by  top  dressing  and  in  liquid 
form,  as  well  as  in  the  soil. 

The  smaller  and  young  plants  do  not  like 
much  fertilizer  but   will   be  benefitted   with 
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about  oue-fifth  of  old  rotted  cow  manure 
added  to  the  soil. 

I  have  been  very  successful  vpith  equal 
parts  of  good  rich  loam,  white  sand  and  peat, 
for  nearly  every  variety  of  the  cactus  family. 
i.  have  this  soil  vpell  mixed  aud  put  through 
a  sieve  of  .'i  inch  mesh  for  pots  ranging  from 
2  to  6  inches  in  size,  and  for  larger  pots  mere- 
ly picking  out  the  largest  lumps  and  stones 
the  soil  may  contain.  Have  the  pots  well 
draiued,  using  pebbles  or  broken  pot,  always 
using  the  size  pot  that  is  just  large  enough  to 
hold  the  roots  well  spread  (not  in  a  bunch.) 
To  use  a  pot  that  is  too  large  is  not  only  in- 
jurious, but  it  makes  the  plant  look  small 
and  poor. 

When  a  cactus  has  very  few  roots,  it  is  best 
to  fill  your  pot  three  fourths  full  with  the  or- 
dinary mixture  and  placing  on  top  of  this, 
so  that  it  will  be  directly  under  the  plant, 
pure  sand  or  charcoal.  It  will  mak  roots  in 
this  which  will  strike  through  into  the  soil. 

Never  let  the  soil  get  into  a  stagnant,  wet 
condition,  as  it  is  sure  death  to  a  cactus,  and 
too  dry  is  nearly  as  bad  for  Phyllocacti,  Epi- 
phyllums,  and  slender  growing  Cereus,  but 
with  i^\i  exceptions  Echinocereus,  Echino- 
caclus  and  Mamillarias,  etc.  will  stand  al- 
most any  amount  of  dryness. 

I  may  add,  that  it  requires  more  judgment 
to  water  a  cactus  than  any  other  one  opera- 
tion we  perform.  * 

Something  about  The  Opuntias. 

(PRICKLY  PEAR.) 

I  r  is  known  to  scientists  and  botanists  that 
*  on  a  specie  of  the  opuntia,  (prickly  pear 
or  indian  fig)  the  cochineal  insect  lives.  In 
the  southern  part  of  Mexico,  Central  Am- 
erica and  the  Canary  Islands  the  plant  is 
largely  grown,  and  the  insects  reared.  From 
the  cochineal  insect  is  prepared  a  very  valu- 
able crimson  dye,  known  as  cochineal  red, 
and  other  dyes  called  carmine  and  lake. 

The  opuntia  fruit  which  is  known  as  "Bar- 
bary  Fig"  and  is  eaten  as  a  dessert  fruit,  but 
as  such  it  does  not  possess  very  high  quali- 
ties in  the  estimation  of  those  who  have  an 
abundance  of  the  finer  cultivated  fruits  ; 
tastes  however  differ,  and  in  the  Canary 
and  West  India  Islands  it  is  largely  con- 
sumed, also  in  Algeria  and  other  parts  of  the 
Mediteranean  countries  In  Mexico  and  the 
Southern  States,  the  Opuntia  is  used  as  a 
hedge  plant,  and  forms  an  impenetrable 
barrier. 


In  the  Island  of  Sicily  there  is  said  to  be 
10,000  acres  under  cultivation  for  its  fruit 
alone. 

An  english  traveler  in  Corsica  some  years 
ago  thus  describes  a  scene  ; 

It  was  an  amusing  sight  just  now,  to  see  a 
mother  feeding  her  four  children,  all  sitting 
on  their  haunches  in  open  air  from  a  basket 
of  "Barbary  Figs." 

I  was  puzzled  at  first,  at  the  gloves,  the 
pocket  haniikercliiefs.  and  the  evident  desire 
to  clean  '.he  fruit  of  every  patticle  of  rind, 
but  hapening  to  trj-  one  myself,  I  found  that 
every  hair  of  the  soft  furry  looking  substance 
outside  was  as  sharp  as  needles  and  penetra- 
ted fingers,  lips  and  tongue  ;  they  are  sold  at 
ten  a  penny,  but  for  myself  I  .i^hall  never  try 
them  again. 


THE  HELLOCACTUS. 

A  MONGST  the  cactus  at  Carroll  Parkin 
^*-  Baltimore,  are  four  very  fine  specimen 
plants  of  Mellos,   commonly   called   Turk's 


Cap  or  Pope's  Head.  They  are  over  too  years 
old,  and  some  of  them  have  as  many  as  four 
reddish  wollen  caps  on  the  crown,  a  growth 
very  much  resembling  a  turk's  turban,  from 
which  it  derives  its  name.  This  plant  is 
readily  distinguished  from  other  cacti,  by  its 
globular  form,  of  a  bright  green  color,  with 
short  yellowish  spines,  it  produces  small  red 
flowers  on  the  cap,  which  turn  into  a  bright 
red  pea  shaped  seed. 

The  Mellocactus  is  a  native  of  the  West 
India  islands,  particularly  the  Island  of 
St.  Kitts,  on  which  great  quantities  are  found, 
some  of  them  are  reputed  to  attain  the  size 
of  a  barrel  and  are  three  to  four  hundred 
years  old. 

The  botanical  name  is  Melocactus  Com- 
munis, they  require  a  great  deal  of  heat,  light 
sandy  soil  and  very  little  water. 
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Best  Soil  for  all  Cacti. 

K   U..  California. 

^KVERAL  years  experieuce  in  growing 
*-^  cacti  on  a  large  scale,  leads  me  to  recom- 
mend  the  following  us  the  best  soil,  where  it 
is  desired  to  make  one  mixture  do  for  all 
cacti  :  one-half  sharp  sand,  one  fourth  good 
peat,  one-fourth  black  loatn  ;  to  this  should 
be  added  about  ouetweutietli  as  much  pul- 
verized charcoal. 

This  soil  will  do  for  the  finest  and  most 
tender  plants,  but  for  coarse  cacti  such  as 
Kcliinotacii  Texensis,  C>  lindraceus,  Viride 
seen?,  Wislizeni  and  all  .'■ucli  heavy  bodies  il 
is  safe  to  use  a  much  less  proportion  of  sand, 
as  well  as  for  all  Opuntias,  Phvllocactus, 
Kphiphyllunis  and  climbing  Cereus.  Those 
who  keep  their  plants  in  pots  all  the  time 
shmild  plunge  them  in  the  ground  during  the 
hot  weather.  Dig  a  hole  the  size  of  pot,  or 
bigger,  four  or  six  inches  deeper  than  the 
pot,  fill  up  with  stones,  cinders,  or  broken 
brick  until  by  setting  in  the  pot  it  will  just  be 
level  with  top  of  ground,  then  pack  the  earth 
tightly  around  the  pot.  'Phis  should  be 
done  as  soon  as  warm  enough  in  the  Spring, 
and  left  until  cool  weather  in  the  I-all.  If  the 
plants  are  in  small  pots,  exposed  to  the  blaz 
ing  sun  the  roots  burn  ami  no  matter  what 
.soil  they  are  in,  it  is  nearly  impossible  for 
them  to  make  any  growth. 

I  think  more  plants  suffer  during  the  Imt- 
tesi  weathtr  for  want  of  water,  than  from  not 
being  in  the  proper  soil.  Many  people,  no 
doubt,  think  that  because  cacti  usually  grows 
on  the  desert,  that  they  need  no  water. 
Within  a  few  rods  of  where  I  am  sitting  there 
is  an  Oputnia  Kngtlmanii  which  giows  in 
running  water  all  the  year,  and  .seems  to  do 
very  well  Of  course  very  few  cacti  would 
stand  such  tre.ament,  \et  I  think  better  suc- 
cess would  be  attained  by  the  majority  of 
amateurs  if  more  water  were  used  during  the 
hottest  weather. 


Echinocactus  Grusoni 

TTHIS  plant,  a  comparatively  new  introduc- 
tiou  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  finest 
of  all  cacti.  It  was  one  of  the  first  plants 
that  attracted  the  attention  of  the  visitors  at 
Carroll  Park,  standing  out  prominently  with 
its  golden  colored  spines  from  amongst  the 
vast  number  of  plants  which  composed  the 
cactus  bed.  It  was  named  in  honor  of  Mr. 
Grusou,  of  Magdeburg,  Germany. 


THE  EPIPHYLLUn. 

EriPHYLLUM  trunctatum,  often  called 
the  chain  cactus,  is  a  species  much  cul- 
tivated on  account  of  its  numerous  beautiful 
orange  scarlet  flowers.  From  it  have  been 
raised  a  great  number  of  varieties,  amongst 
them  E.  album  violaceum,  with  flowers  white 
and  margined  with  violet;  E.  Bridgesi  has  a 
deep  rich  violet  color  ;  E.  salmonium  flavuni 
is  salmon  shaded  with  sulphur. 

E.  latifrons  is  a  night-blooming  species, 
with  large  cream-colored  flowers  and  sweet 
odor  ;  E.  speciosam  has  numerous  rose  col- 
ored flowers,  and  the  branches  are  15  to  20 
inches  in  lengtli. 

This  class  of  plants  can  be  grown  in  rich 
loamy  soil  with  well  rotted  cow  manure. 
They  require  a  season  of  rest  (this  means  no 
wattring)  after  having  made  their  growth. 
While  making  growth  they  may  be  watered 
with  liquid  manure  occasionally. 

These  plants  well  grown,  and  in  full  bloom 
are  objects  of  great  beauty.  In  cutting  the 
flowers,  care  should  be  taken  to  keep  the 
plants  in  symetrical  shape. 

Some  of  the  varieties  of  Kpiphyllum  herein 
mentioned,  when  in  liloom,  are  as  lasting  as 
an  Azalea,  providing  they  are  kept  in  a  cool 
room. 


Donn's  Exhibition  of  Chrysanthemums 

opens  at  I.ehmann's  Hall  November  6ih  to 
gih,  inclusive  The  prominent  features  of 
the  show  will  consist  of  the  large  perfect 
specimens  of  the  leading  varieties,  grouped 
so  that  the  most  perfect  blending  and  har- 
mony of  colors  will  exist.  Relieved  in  the 
first  jilac'  bv  the  beauliful  folia.ye  each  plant 
has  retiined  in  exceptional  good  condition  ; 
also  by  I'alms.  Kulibers  and  I'crus.  Large 
vases  of  from  50  to  ion  cut  blooms  will  be  in- 
tersperseii  tliioui;h  the  collection  to  do  away 
with  sameness  and  make  it  an  entirety, which 
(toourmiiid)  can  alone  be  attained,  where 
one  man  has  the  whole  design  and  arrange- 
ment, ind  the  whole  exhibit  is  his  own  pro 
duction. 


QUESTIONS. 

(U  Can  I  repot  my  plants  now.  or  will  it 
be  better  some  other  time.  (2)  Can  I  do 
anything  for  the  rusty  appearance.  (3)  Are 
glaZid  pots  good  or  not.  W.  11.,  Lowell. 

Whv  does  all  the  growth  on  my  P.  Lati- 
frons decay  at  the  tips  when  a  few  inches 
long.  I  always  cut  off  the  decay,  and  the 
plant  then  sends  out  new  sho  ts,  wliicli  are 
effected  in  the  same  way.  The  roots  seem 
to  be  in  perfect  health,  and  cau  find  no  in- 
sects. I  have  tried  both  fertile  and  poor  soil, 
shade  and  sunshine,  moisture  and  dryness, 
soapsuds  and  alcohol,  but  if  decay  is  checked 
on  one  brand',  it  appears  on  another. 

Phil.  Loca  Yuse,  Va. 
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Cacti  Three  native  plants    25   cents.     Silver. 

Native  Crocus— three  for  10  cent 


Some  kare  cacti.  * 


Box  394. 


MBS    AI,TA  SCOT!-. 

BOUI.DER,  COLO. 


Floral  Offer. 


^ 


For  fifty  (50)  cenls  we  will 
fend  post  paid 
I  Cactus  K.  Eyri-rsii.  :  Carnation  Lizzie  McGowan 

1  Begonia  Pres.  Carnot,      i  Argentea  Guttata. 
I  Gilsoni.     i  Fuch'^oides  Coccinea,     i  V.'ater  Hyacinth 

$1.25  worth  of  plants  50c.  n 

JOHN  L.  ARMSTRONG.  ;? 

Box  15.  LAKEWOOD,    R.    I.   T3 

n 

WILLIAM  TELL,  Austin,  Tex.  | 

FINK  DIFFEKKNT  CAUTI,  J 

c 
Prices  very  Low.  send  for  Free  Catalogur.      5 

o 
LIVING  ROCK  CACTUS  10  Cents  Each.         5 

TEXAS  BULBS  Cheap.  j 


E.  Electracanthus  haemathecanlhus, 

E.  Lancifer,  ... 

E.  C.  Cinarensis, 

M.  Iinpexicom,     -  .  .  . 

M.  Sanguiuea, 

M    No.  81,  new, 

Pilocereus  Senelis  6  to  S  inch, 

The  collection  of  7,  prepaid, 


fi  00 
I  00 
75 
75 
I  00 
I  00 
I  00 
5  00 


NURSERIES 
.*T 

Annapolis, Md 


Beginner'.s   Collection    of    20   different 

blooming  size  Cacli,  -  -         2  00 

Amateur's  Collection  of  40  different 
Cacti,  including  E.  McDowelli  and 
other  rare  plants,  -  •  5  ou 

All    prices  include  prepayment.     Remit  in 
Express  Money  Order  on  New  York. 

McDOWE_L-GUAJARDO   HNOS,, 

Monterey,  Mexico. 


Choice 
CUT   FLOWERS. 

Decorative   Plants. 
Artistic    Flotal   Arrangements. 
36  vv.  Lexington  St.,  Baltimore. 


CACTI.    ^   SUCCULENTS. 

^:         Wehaveafine  collection  of  novelties  and  rarities 

^  from   the  South  Coast   California  Islands,  the  Great 

33  South-west  and  Mexico;  besides  many  other  sorts. 

r  CACTI, 

S  AGAVES, 

g  YUCCAS, 

r.  ECHEVERIAS, 

%  COTYLEDONS, 

^       Many  of  these  not  listed  hv  any  others  in  the  world. 
■ji  '  '        ' 

<_,      Send  for  Price  List. 

i  OECUTT  SEED  AND  PLANT  COMPANY, 

a 

*  Lyon  &  Cobbe,  Managers, 

i  LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. 


Choicf^     CflCti  ^    make  a  business  of  sup-  n 

plying   Choice  Collections  „ 

at  reasonable  prices.    4  sam    le  pUnts  for  25  cents  in   m 

stamps.  J^ 

MRS.   FRANCIS  BRIGHT,  ■§ 

VAN   RAUB,  TEX^S.   a 

5' 

■ m 

Choice  Cultivated  Cacti  Cheap.  | 

3  large  two  year  old  named  cacti,  j;o  cents.  o 

3  large  blooming:  size  Calla  Bulbs,  50  cenls.  ^ 

A  fine  named  Echeveria  with  each  $1  00  order.  ^ 

MRS.  M.  E.   PATTERSON,  3. 

GLENDALE,  CAL.   5 


ANNA  B.  NICKELS, 

Collector  and  Exporter 

RARE  CACTI  &  MEXICAN  PLANTS, 

LAKKDO,     TKXAS. 

Price  list  on  application. 


RARE  CACTUS  (700  Sorts.) 

BOOK  ON  CftCTUS  AN  O  RARE  PLANTS 

116    r.^GES.  FULL  OF    ENGRAVINGS-       lOCHNTS. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  Free. 

A.  BLANC  &  CO.,    Philadelphia. 


OF  THE 


SIXTH  ANNUAL 

CHRYSANTHEMUM  SHOW 

^(uretefiers    ©fab  q^  BAL-nMORE 


M 


TO    BE    HELD    AT 


The  Cyclorama  Building, 

November  5th,  6th,  Tfth,  8th,  9th  and  10th,  1894:. 

ADMISSION  25  CENTS. 


i 


New   and    interest- 
ing Exhibits  each  day. 


■^K 
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The  Baltimore  Cactus  Journal. 


The  only  english  publica- 
tion giving  practical  hints  on 
caring  for  and  cultivating 
Cacti    and    succulent    plants. 


Published  in 

Baltimore,  Md. 


23  dents  per  im. 
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EXHIBITION  OF 


I  Chrysanthemums,  ^  Palms,  ^  Rubbers, 

Ferns,  &c. 

Lehmann's  Hall,  IST.  Plo^vard  St. 

JVoTrember  6,  7,  8  cLnd  9,  1894. 
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WRITTEN  FOB  THE  CACTUS  JOUHNAL, 


CACTUS     CHATS. 
No.   1. 

PHH,    I.OCA    Yl'SE,   Va. 

A  Plea  for  The  PHYt.i.ocAcTi. 

Vera.  As  you  are  such  a  dear  lover  of 
flowers,  and  have  so  many  choice  plants,  I 
often  wouder,  Kdua,  at  your  not  having  auy 
cacti  in  your  colleclii)n 

Edna.  Why  Vera,  do  you  suppose  I  would 
thrust  into  any  of  my  flower  beds,  one  of 
those  distorted,  ill  shaped,  snaky  looking 
monstrosities  ?  My  Begonias  and  Geraniums 
would  hang  their  pretty  heads  in  shame  at 
being  found  in  such  company  ;  and  to  think 
too,  of  all  I  would  have  to  undergo  in  having 
my  poor  hands  pricked  by  their  tiresome 
spines  every  time  I  ventured  to  pull  a  blos- 
som from  any  plant  in  the  vicinity  of  these 
Cacti. 

I'cra.  If  we  are  to  banish  plants  from  our 
gardens  because  they  happen  to  be  thorny, 
what  will  become  of  our  cherished  Roses? 
But  some  Cacti  have  far  less  spines  than 
others.  Those  of  the  Thyllocacti,  now,  are 
too  few  to  be  troublesome.  They  also  make 
more  rapid  growth  than  many  other  members 
of  the  Cactus  family  ;  while  their  foliage,  (if 
cue  may  apply  that  term  to  their  long,  flap- 


ping green  arms  or  branches)  is,  I  think  in 
no  respect  inferior  to  that  of  the  Gladiolus, 
of  which  I  see  you  have  a  whole  row  against 
the  fence.  Indeed,  I  often  fancy  I  can  trace. 
a  certain  resemblance  between  the  two  plants 
since  the  Gladiolus  is  called  a  "sword  lily", 
wliile  the  Thyllos  are  frequently  termed  the 
"sword  cacti." 

Edna.  But  it  is  a  poor  tribute  of  praise 
Vera,  to  say  a  plant  looks  like  a  Gladiolus 
for  its  foliage  is  its  weak  point,  and  is  ridi- 
culed by  many,  even  those  who  love  the  bulb 
for  its  gay,  bright  blossoms. 

Vera.  And  are  not  the  blossoms  of  a  Phyl- 
locactus  just  as  gay  and  bright? 

Edna.  Oh,  I  will  admit  that  the  blooms 
are  lovely,  when  w-e  do  get  one  ;  but  the  idea 
of  having  to  wait  seven  years  for  a  plant  to 
blossom  ?  It's  enough  to  make  one  give  up 
flower-growing  in  despair. 

Vera  Why  Edna  !  I  am  surprised  that  you 
should  cling  to  the  old  theory,  that  it  takes  a 
Cactus  seven  years  to  bloom,  since  that  false 
idea  has  been  done  away  with  long  ago. 
Many  Cacti  bloom  at  quite  an  early  age,  par- 
ticularly the  Phyllos.  They  will,  I  believe, 
always  bloom  when  three  years  old,  and  in 
deed  most  of  mine  bloomed  at  two  years.  I 
must  tell  you  about  some  cuttings  I  took  last 
Summer.  I  placed  them  in  a  box  of  sand 
about  the  end  of  June,  but  in  a  few  weeks, 
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instead  of  taking  root,  tliej'  began  to  decay 
badly  at  the  base,  owing  I  suppose  to  tbe 
Summer  rains  making  the  sand  too  wet,  so  I 
cut  off  all  the  decayed  part  carefully  and 
rubbed  the  cut  places  well  with  lime,  aud  re- 
planted, keeping  Ory  this  time.  It  was  about 
the  middle  of  August  that  they  really  started 
to  root,  but  they  began  to  bloom  in  the  latter 
part  of  next  May,  when  only  nine  months 
old. 

Edna.  They  were  indeed  precocious  Cacti. 
I  never  imagined  they  would  bloom  so  early 
as  that.  But  tell  me  how  do  you  treat  your 
plants  in  Winter,  and  if  you  always  start  your 
cuttings  in  sand  ? 

Vera.  Shall  I  take  the  last  question  first  ? 
If  I  have  plenty  of  empty  flower  pots,  I  fill  as 
many  as  I  will  need,  (taking  small  ones  only) 
with  good  garden  loam,  mixed  with  a  hand- 
ful of  sand.  Then  I  place  a  cutting  in  each 
pot,  and  let  them  take  root  at  their  own  con- 
venience, without  any  bother  of  transplant- 
ing later.  I  only  plant  all  my  cuttings  to- 
gether in  a  box  of  sand  when  pots  are  scarce 
and  cannot  be  had  for  each  one  separately. 
If  I  am  busy  however,  and  have  only  a  few 
cuttings  to  provide  for,  I  simply  stick  them 
down  in  large  pots  with  my  Geraniums,  Fu- 
chsias, or  any  other  plants,  leaving  them 
there  sometimes  for  months  and  months  be- 
fore I  take  the  trouble  to  put  them  out,  each 
one  in  a  little  pot  to  itself. 

Edjia.  But  dont  the  water  you  would  use 
on  a  Fuchsia  or  Geranium  to  kill  the  poor 
things?  I  have  never  attempted  to  grow 
Phyllocacti,  as  I  thought  they  would  require 
a  shelf  all  to  themselves  lest  they  should  get 
too  much  water,  while  I  was  using  the  hose 
on  my  other  flowers. 

Vera.  It  is  almost  always  imperfect  drain- 
age and  overwatering  that  causes  decay  at 
the  roots  of  Phyllos,  which  is  about  the  only 
disease  which  affects  them.  I  have  lost  two 
fine  plants  from  decay  at  the  roots,  but  found 
in  each  instance  that  the  holes  for  drainage 
had  become  clogged  and  stopped  up.  I 
should  not  say  that  I  lost  the  plants  however, 
as  I  divided  each  into  several  cuttings,  thus 
securing  a  number  of  nice  young  plants. 

Edna.  But  I  thought  the  proper  time  to 
take  a  cutting  from  a  sword  cactus,  was,  while 
it  was  blooming  ? 

Vera.  Oh  no  !  You  may  take  them  at  any 
time,  but  they  root  more  readily  in  warm 
weather.  I  had  two  once  in  November,  when 
it  was  extremely  cold,  so  cold  indeed  that  one 
froze  the  night  after  it  was  set  out,  aud  had 


to  be  throwu  away.  The  other  remained  dor- 
mant the  entire  winter,  never  making  any 
roots  at  all  until  March  ;  but  it  finally  started 
off,  and  grew  as  well  as  any  Phyllo  I  ever 
saw.  I  generally  take  cuttings  from  May  to 
October,  when  the}'  strike  root  in  about  two 
weeks,  or  less. 

Edna.  But  you  must  tell  me  about  your 
winter  treatment  of  the  plants,  for  I  am  be- 
coming quite  interested. 

\'era.  And  I  assure  you  that  the  Phyllo- 
cactus  is  a  plant  worthy  of  your  interest. 
They  are  easily  cared  for  in  Winter.  I  kept 
mine  in  the  cellar  like  au  Oleander,  but  it  was 
so  dark  there,  I  fancied  the  poor  things  were 
pining  for  sunlight,  so  I  put  them  in  a  lumber 
room  with  a  good  south  window,  with  no  fire, 
only  carrying  into  my  bed  room  on  a  few 
very  cold  nights.  Even  when  frozen  down 
to  the  ground  they  sprout  readily  from  the 
roots.  I  find  during  Summer,  that  tliey 
thrive  best  in  partial  shade  and  are  seldom 
molested  by  any  insects.  Thus  you  see,  it  is 
quite  a  desirable  plant  of  easy  culture,  and 
if  you  could  only  try  a  few  cuttiugs  from  my 
Phyllos,  I  am  sure  you  will  find  them  a 
source  of  pleasure. 


RirreN   for  the  cactus  journai 


Cere  118 
Periivinti" 
UoiiRlroHiit 


Pern. 

9'-l.'i-94. 

PliiUilfllpliiw 

Junes 

f    Cutting. 


A  HANDY  RECORD. 

I  WOULD  like  my  cactus  friends  to  try 
my  system  of  labeling  their  plants,  and 
as  I  do  not  have  it  patented  I  will  describe 
it,  with  the  following  illustrations : 

On  the  one  side  of  the  label  I  write  the 
name  of  the  plant  (No.  i) 
on  the  reverse  (No.  2)  I 
first  note  the  home  of 
plant,  then  the  date  re- 
ceived, next  from  where 
received,  then  the  name 
of  collector,  florist  or 
donor,  and  lastly,  if  it 
was  a  cutting  or  plant. 

This  method  gives  all 
the   information    and    I 
am  sure  that  our  cactus 
friends,  when  asked,  of- 
ten are  at  a  loss  to  recall 
the  name  of  a  plant,  the        ""•  - 
age,  or,  the  locality  in  which  it  is  found,  but 
by  this  simple  system,  it  is  always  ready.      I 
am  sure  a  trial  will  convince  you  of  its  use- 
fulness. 

A  CACTUS  Crank.  Phila. 


[I^"After  reading  the  Journal  loan  it  to  your 
friend,  and  secure  his  subscription. 


THE  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 


35 


WRITTEN   FOR   THE  C*CTUS  JOUnXAL, 


nESEHBRYANTHEMUnS. 

Eleanor  M.  LrcAS,  Cal. 

A  MONG  the  many  succulents,  some  of  my 
•'*  favorites  are  the  Mesembryaulhemunis. 
As  a  diversity  iu  form  aud  color  this  species 
are  an  interesting  and  curious  study  ;  aud 
not  readily  excelled.  Although  native  to 
warm  climates,  the  plants  have  a  cuol  ap- 
pearance, very  refreshing  on  a  hot  summer's 
day.  They  thrive  in  the  hottest  sunshine, 
and  the  blossoms  of  some  varieties  are  ex- 
quisitely lovely,  of  a  satiny  texture.  They 
greatlj'  resemble  cactus  blooms,  but  are  for- 
tunately more  lasting. 

The  common  varieties  may  be  grown  from 
seeds,  and  all  are  easily  cultivated. 

M.  CrysTALLinum  has  trailing  branches 
the  leaves,  broad,  of  a  fresh  green  color, 
edged  with  a  bright  red  color,  and  covered 
with  crystalline  globules,  which  glisten  in 
the  sun  like  icicles,  hence  the  common  name 
of  "ice  plant".  The  flowers  are  white,  but 
small  and  inconspicuous. 


M.  Tricolor  lias  round  trailing  leaves 
covered  with  the  transparent  crystals,  like 
dew-drops,  and  large  beautiful  pink  flowers 
with  purple  centers. 

M.  Cordifoi.h;m  Yariegatum  is  similar 
but  has  beautifully  variegated  foliage,  of 
green  and  yellow.  The  contrast  between 
foliage  and  flowers  is  as  remarkable  as  beau- 
tiful. 

M.  Glabra  has  smooth  leaves  and  yellow 
flowers. 

M.  GRANnii'LORUM  has  round  trailing 
leaves,  like  the  fleshy  appendages  on  the 
Opnntia  tribe  of  Cacti,  with  large  blossoms 
of  a  delightful  rosy-pink  centers. 


M.  SpECLAbilE  has  white  flowers,  like  the 
above.  These  two  varieties  are  very  florifer- 
ous,  a  bed  of  them  producing  a  dazzling  ef- 
fect in  the  sun  shine. 

M.  Acquii.aterale  has  very  dark  green 
quadrangular  leaves,  very  thick  and  fleshy. 
The  steins  and  margins  of  the  leaves  are 
pencilled  with  deep  red.  It  produces  large, 
very  brilliant  pink  flowers,  and  is  a  rank 
grower,  and  profuse  bloomer. 

I  have  also  several  varieties,  the  names 
unknown.  Amongst  the  prettiest  is  one  that 
has  verv  long  slender  stems,  no  leaves,  of  a 
verv  pale  green  color,  covered  with  the  very 
finest  of  crvstal  globules.  It  looks  as  if  cov- 
ered with  diamond  dust,  and  bears  small 
delicate  pink  flowers.  It  is  very  eff'ective  for 
hanging  baskets,  being  a  rapid  grower,  pro- 
fuse bloomer,  and  a  very  handsome  and  cu- 
rious plant.  Another  variety  has  also  round 
whip  like  foliage,  but  .smaller  and  of  peculiar 
bluish  cast.  The  blooms  are  small,  but  of 
different  colors.  Tlants  will  bear  flowers  of 
all  colors,  from  orange  yellow  through  all 
shapes  o(  pink  aud  bronze.  The  plants  of 
this  variety  have  been  iu  bloom  since  last 
April,  and  at  the  present  writing  (Oct.  22d) 
are  still  full  of  buds,  the  flowers  almost  hid- 
ing the  foli;ige.  It  is  a  remarkable  plant  and 
attracts  much  attention.  I  have  heard  of 
anothei  variety  with  this  peculiarity,  the 
blooms  opening  white  and  shading  through 
vellow  to  a  deep  pink. 

These  plants  are  good  companions  for 
cacti,  requiring  about  the  same  treatment,  a 
sandy  soil,  and  sunny  situation,  and  they 
grow  as  fast  as  their  name  is  long. 


IvDiTOR  Cactus  Journal, 

Dear  Sir  :  No  doubt,  many  and  hearty 
have  been  the  letters  of  praise  and  encour- 
agement received  by  yon,  yet  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  adding  my  mite,  for  without  doubt 
your  Journal  is  destined  to  fill  a  much  ne- 
glected field  in  popular  literature. 

Growers  and  fanciers  of  Cacti  have  had 
nianv  and  perplexing  difliculties  to  bafile  or 
discourage  them  —  nothing  will  so  much 
aid  theni  as  an  opportunity  to  exchange  ex- 
periences, "talk  over  success  or  failure"  in 
fact  do  just  what  only  can  be  done  through  a 
publicatiou  as  j-ou  now  ofl'cr.  It  will  bring 
the  fraternity  in  touch  with  one  another,  open 
up  opportunities  for  profitable  information 
utterlv  bevond  the  reach  of  the  individual,  if 
unaided.  The  first  perplexing  problem  must 
alwavs  be,  the  proper  source  of  supply.  Then 
the  vexed  question  of  nomenclature.  I  have 
as  many  as  5  plants,  sent  me  by  5  different 
dealers'  under  one  name,  and  to  get  incor- 
rectly named  plants  is  an  occurrance  that 
vexes  one  too  often.  Hence  the  Society  can 
be  the  means,  aided  by  the  Journal  of  often 
throwing  light  upon  disputed  points.  I 
enclose  view  of  a  section  of  my  "Cactus  Cor- 
ner' to  show  what  can  be  done  on  a  small 
city  lot.  Wishing  your  Society  and  Jourua 
abundant  success,  I  am, 

yours  truly. 
Mo.  A.  A.   K. 
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Beginning  with  January  1895,  the  sub- 
scription price  to  the  Cactus  JoornAi,  will 
be  fifty  (50)  cents  a  3'ear  for  single  subscrip- 
tion ;  or  forty  (40)  cents  in  clubs  of  5  or  more. 
After  a  fair  trial,  we  find  that  it  is  not  possi- 
ble to  publish  the  Journal  at  the  old  price, 
twenty-five  (25)  cents,  excepting  at  a  loss. 

To  all  the  subscribers  now  on  our  books 
the  Journal  will  be  sent  a  full  year  without 
additional  cost,  and  also  to  those  who  sub- 
scribe during  the  months  of  November  and 
December.  After  that  time  no  subscription 
will  be  accepted  for  less  than  50  cents  for 
single  subscription,  or  40  cents  in  clubs. 
This  also  applies  to  all  renewals. 

It  is  our  purpose  to  improve  the  JournAi, 
as  we  grow,  and  we  hope  to  so  arrange  the 
matter  month  after  month,  so  as  to  make 
it  useful,  as  a  book  of  reference. 

Having  entered  a  field  that. has  not  been 
worked  by  any  Floral  Magazine  published  in 
the  english  language,  to  any  extent,  we 
very  naturally  have  found  diflSculties  that 
were  not  anticipated  when  the  Journal  was 
started. 

In  making  our  subscription  price  25  cents 
the  fact  that  we  must  depend  for  revenue  en- 
tirely upon  our  subscription  and  advertising 
patronage  was  not  taken  into  consideration, 
but  was  based  on  the  price  charged  by  sev- 
eral of  the  leading  and  popular  floral  mag- 
azines. As  they  however  have  other  sources 
of  profit,  they  can  well  afford  to  issue  their 
publication  at  a  very  low  price. 


Another  important  point  is,  that  as  we 
propose  treating  only  a  few  of  the  special- 
ties of  the  floral  realm,  we  can  never  hope  to 
attain  to  the  immense  circulation  some  other 
floral  publications  possess. 

We  make  this  explanation  of  our  reason 
for  changing  the  subscription  price,  feeling 
that  all  of  our  subscribers  and  friends  should 
know  why  the  change  was  made. 

We  also  feel  assured,  that  if  the  Journal 
is  made  as  practical  and  useful  as  we  hope 
to  make  it,  that  none  of  our  subscribers 
would  be  willing  to  sell  their  twelve  num- 
bers for  the  price  they  paid  for  them. 

»  * 
* 

As  the  entire  edition  of  No.  i  of  the  Jour- 
nal is  exha\isted  we  cannot  date  subscrip- 
tions back  to  this  number,  we  have  a  limited 
quantity  of  each  number  from  2  on  and  will 
mail  them  when  so  desired. 

If  any  of  our  readers  have  duplicate  copies 
of  No.  I  they  will  confer  a  favor  by  returning 
them  to  lis  and  we  will  send  any  other  num- 
ber they  wish  in  exchange  for  them. 

To  grow  plants  to  perfection  in  a  living 
room  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  do. 

To  obtain  satisfactory  results,  constant  at- 
tention to  details  is  absolutely  necessary.  If 
possible  select  a  sunny  window,  the  morn- 
ing sun  particularly.  Most  plants  thrive  best 
when    they  have  sufficient  sunlight. 

Rooms  where  plants  are  growing  should 
always  have  perfect  ventilation. 

Do  not  forget  that  it  is  always  better  to 
grow  one  plant  well  than  halfa-dozen 
poorly. 

Do  not  kill  the  plants  with  kindness,  too 
much  care  of  the  right  kind  is  impossible 
and  oftimes  this  care  consists  in  letting  them 
alone  after  certain  requirements  are  met. 

Study  the  nature  of  your  plants  that  you 
may  give  them  what  they  demand. 

It  is  a  simple  plan  to  take  down  careful 
notes.  It  occupies  but  little  time  and  gives 
but  little  trouble,  but  when  the  notes  are 
compared  it  is  easy  to  see  what  can  be  done 
with  the  material  at  hand,  where  failures 
have  been  made  in  the  past  and  should  be 
avoided  in  the  future. 

IS?~SuBSCRiPTioN  Price  after  January  ist, 
1S95,  fifty  cents.  Avail  yourself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  subscribe  at  the  old  price,  by  doing 
so  at  once. 
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SPINES  AND  PRICKLES. 

Cart,  California. 

♦  

[N  my  last  letter  there  were  a  few  errors 
'  that  are  worth  while  correcting,  no  mat- 
ter whose  fault  they  were.  Cereus  Majoven- 
sis  is  the  correct  spelling.  It  was  spelled 
with  the  o  and  a  transposed.  Cereus  (subge 
uus  pilocereus)  Sargeutiauus  is  the  full  and 
correct  name  of  the  new  "old  man"  cactus 
mentioned.  The  types  made  me  spell  it 
Largentianus.  It  was  named  after  one  of 
America's  greatest  botanists,  Prof.  Sargent. 
I  intended  to  have  said,  that  the  Opuntia 
juice  was  used  for  car  wheel  grease,  and  the 
crushed  fibre  took  the  place  of  cottou  waste 
usually  used  on  railways.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  would  be  suitable  for  all  kinds  of 
axles.  My  authority  was  a  report  from  the 
Division  of  Botany,  Department  of  the  In- 
terior. Persons  who  want  to  try  Opuntia 
fruit  should  use  an  old  glove,  or  something 
similar,  and  gently  knock  or  whip  off  the 
fine  spines,  when  they  can  be  readily  peeled 
and  handled,  leaving  only  the  luscious  pulp. 
Thej'  should  be  dead  ripe  however.  I  had  a 
feast  of  them  a  few  days  ago  from  Opuntia 
Engelnianui  var.  Occidentalis,  n^hich  is  na- 
tive here.  This  coming  Spring  I  intend  to 
make  a  thorough  commercial  trial  of  six  va- 
rieties. Besides  the  one  just  named,  I  will 
plant  Ficus  Indica  and  its  varieties  Fruc.  Al- 
bo  and  Sanguinea  ;  also  O.  Labourtiana  and 
its  variety  Fruc.  Albo.  It  is  these  last  that 
are  used  in  the  extensive  plantations  in  Sici- 
ly your  correspondent  speaks  of.  They  make 
the  finest  preserves  and  jellies,  with  the  rich- 
est natural  colors,  and  good  wine  and  brandy. 

I  would  like  to  close  this  letter  with  a  few 
words  to  those  who  contemplate  beginning  a 
collection  of  cacti.  Make  up  your  mind  first 
just  how  much  money  you  wish  to  spend  this 
season  for  cacti  and  then  have  the  moral 
courage  to  stick  to  it.  It  is  worse  than  the 
"hen  fever"  iu  some  cases  when  it  gets  a 
"firm  holt,"  many  of  us  have  "been  there" 
more  or  less. 

Confine  your  list  to  the  easy  sort  to  raise  to 
begin  with,  and  if  you  are  ignorant  as  to 
which  they  are,  better  leave  the  selection  to 
your  dealer,  who,  nine  cases  out  of  ten  (there 
are  exceptions)  will  do  better  by  you.  Bear 
in  miud  if  yon  prefer  to  make  your  own  selec- 
tion that  some  of  our  verj'  best  cacti  are 
among  the  cheapest,  (Cereus  Grandiflnra  for 
instance)  and  that  the  collectors  and  dealers 


who  send  out  novelties  have  often  heavy 
losses  themselves  the  first  year  on  freshly 
collected  new  sorts.  Buy  your  plants  as 
largely  in  the  spring  as  you  can  properly 
care  for  them.  This  applies  to  those  who 
have  greenhouses  as  well  as  those  who 
have  not  and  /  latniol  too  strongly  urge  it. 
Freshly  collected  cacti  need  all  the  summer's 
sun  and  heat,  to  thoroughly  and  properly 
establish  themselves.  If  you  could  see  them 
in  some  collectors  hands  sacked  up  like 
potatoes,  you  would  like  to  see  yours  placed 
in  "that  sunny  corner"  as  soon  as  possible. 
In  selecting  your  dealer  bear  in  mind  that 
the  one  who  offers  the  most  for  a  dollar  is 
not  necessarily  the  best  to  buy  from.  Good 
goods  bring  fair  prices.  This  Journal  cannot 
favor  any  one,  and  this  you  must  find  out 
from  some  friend.  Next  month  I  will,  the 
kind  Editor  being  willing,  give  some  care- 
fully prepared  lists  of  easily  handled,  inex- 
pensive cacti.  I  would  not  advise  any  one 
to  purchase  Euphorbias  unless  they  are  pre- 
pared to  give  them  the  extra  heat  they  require 
and  without  which  they  wil.  not  thrive.  One 
word  more,  and  it  is  an  important  oue.  Peo- 
ple say  cacti  require  so  little  care,  and  it  is 
true,  but  they  pay  attention  well.  The  first 
one  in  the  family  to  detect  the  tiny  bud,  or 
slender  shoot  bursting  forth,  will  be  the  one 
who  first  detects  the  mealy  bug,  scale  or 
threatened  rot. 


WHITTtf,   fOR  THE    CACTUS  JOURNAL. 

WATERING  CACTI.— 2. 

Spine,  Maryland. 

TO  attempt  to  water  all  plants  alike  at  all 
limes  is  out  of  the  question.  The  clos- 
ing sentence  of  the  first  article  on  "watering 
cacti"  says  that  circumstances  must  be  taken 
into  consideration.  First  of  all  the  season  : 
This,  we  think,  w.ts  explained  very  clearly  in 
part  I,  so  we  will  not  dwell  any  longer  on 
this  point,  for  the  present  at  any  rate,  and 
take  up  the  "position,"  by  which  we  mean 
where  the  plant  is  grown,  whether  in  a  room, 
greenhouse  or  frame.  The  dryer  the  air 
surrounding,  the  more  absorbtion,  and  con- 
sequently more  watering  is  necessary  to  sus- 
tain plant-life.  When  grown  in  ordinary  liv- 
ing rooms,  warm  and  dry,  they  naturally  re- 
quire oftener  watering  than  if  grown  in  a 
greenhouse  where  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
moisture.  It  is  safe  to  say,  that  if  set  out  in 
a  frame,  the   majority  of  cacti  would  thrive 
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nicely  during  the  winter  months  without  wa- 
ter, while  in  summer  they  would  not  require 
as  much  as  when  grown  where  the  soil  has  a 
greater  chance  of  dr)'iug  out.  In  planting 
out  in  frames,  one  very  important  point  is 
to  be  observed  before  steeping  the  pots,  and 
that  is  the  drainage.  Put  a  layer  of  broken 
brick  or  stone  under  the  pot,  3  or  4  inches 
deep,  so  that  the  superfluous  water  will  not 
stand  at  the  roots.  In  addition  to  this  pre- 
caution, the  next  important,  under  any  con- 
ditions is  that  of  "air".  Give  the  plants  air, 
as  this,  for  success  in  all  plants,  is  as  essen- 
tial as  water.  During  the  Summer,  the  grow- 
ing season,  it  is  advisable  to  plant  cacti  out 
in  the  open  ground,  with  the  exception  of  the 
very  tender  varieties. 

During  the  dormant  season  of  Cacti,  which 
varies  somewhat  in  the  many  species,  cover- 
ing a  period  of  from  November  to  the  latter 
part  of  February  or  early  part  of  March,  they 
need  comparatively  little  water,  with  the  ex- 
ception probably  of  a  few  that  flower  during 
these  months,  such  as  Epiphyllums,  which 
when  they  show  buds  must  be  watered  so 
that  the  flowers  will  develop.  The  bulky 
varieties  contain  enough  moisture  to  sustain 
themselves  easily  during  their  resting  period. 

Now  then  the  condition  of  the  plant  is  the 
other  point  which  must  be  well  considered 
in  watering.  Do  not  waler  newly  set  plants 
until  they  shall  have  had  a  chance  to  make 
good  strong  roots. 

A  bulky,  slow-growing  plant  does  not  re- 
quire as  much  water  as  a  quick-growing  spe- 
cie, a  soft-wooded  and  delicate  variety  does 
not  require  as  much  as  well  seasoned,  liard 
wooded  plant,  in  fact,  a  little  judgment  must 
be  exercised  in  this  particular  part  in  the 
treatment  of  Cacti,  as  it  impossible  to  have  a 
set  rule  "how  much  water''  to  give  ihem. 
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Rooting  Opuntia  Cuttings. 

A.  P..  Iowa. 

I  WILL  give  my  experience  in  rooting  two 
*  slips  of  Opuntias  which  were  received  di- 
rect from  Arizona. 

When  received,  the  slips  were  budded  to 
bloom.  Each  slip  had'a  small  piece  of  the 
lower  branch  cut  off  with  it  ;  and  this  piece 
was  not  removed,  (but  should  have  been  be- 
fore placing  them  in  the  cutting  box,)  as  the 
slips  were  dried  when  received.  I  placed 
them  in  the  cutting  box  with'clean  sand  and 
did   not  water  them   for   two    days.    I    then 


kept  only  moderately  moist  at  all  times,  for 
fear  that  the  stems  might  decay,  and  set 
them  in  a  warm  place  to  root.  Ou  examining 
in  a  few  days,  the  base  where  cut  had  begun 
to  decay.  I  then  cut  off  the  decayed  part, 
and  charcoaled  the  fresh  cut,  after  wliich  I 
laid  them  in  the  window,  exposing  the  ends 
to  the  sun  so  that  they  would  heal.  Now  I 
put  them  back  in  the  cutting  box  and  treated 
them  as  stated  before.  In  a  very  short  while 
they  were  rooted  and  bloomed  a  pretty  yel- 
low flower  with  a  dark  brown  centre,  about 
the  size  of  a  tea  cup. 

When    handling  cacti    with   spines,    I    use 
rubber  finger  stalls. 
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Something  on  the  treatment  of  Cacti. 

BY  Carroll,  Maryland. 

nPHE  Cactus  requires  but  very  simple  treat- 
'  nieut,  they  must  be  kept  in  an  even 
taniperature  during  the  winter  season,  about 
50°  to  55°  being  sufficient  ;  they  are  to  be 
watered  but  sparingly,  just  enough  to  keep 
the  soil  from  becoming  too  dr)-.  The  best 
time  for  repotting  cactus  plants  is  in  the 
Spring,  great  care  should  be  taken  that  the 
plants  are  not  potted  too  deep  ;  plenty  of 
drainage  should  be  given,  for  which  small 
pebbles,  pieces  of  charcoal,  or  broken  flower 
pots  will  do. 

A  newly  potted  plant  must  be  well  watered 
for  the  first  time  with  a  fine  sprinkler  called 
a  rose,  so  as  to  settle  the  soil  firmly  to  the 
roots  ;  and  should  the  plant  become  top- 
heavy  it  must  be  staked,  but  not  tied  too 
tight.  The  potting  soil  should  belight,  fresh 
and  fine,  leaf  mold,  loam  and  sand  in  equal 
parts,  with  a  little  well  rotted  cow  manure. 

The  cactus  plant  should  be  placed  in  a 
sunny  position  at  all  times  ;  newly  potted 
plants,  also  small  plants  and  seedlings  will 
do  remarkably  well. in  a  good  well  drained 
hot-bed,  they  should  be  planted  out  in  the 
ground  as  soon  as  danger  of  frost  is  passed  ; 
their  increased  growth  and  vigor  will  repay 
the  extra  care.  All  such  plants  that  get  a 
summer  outing  can  easily  be  kept  over  win- 
ter in  a  light  and  dry  room,  provided  the 
temperature  does  not  go  below  50°.  A  fine 
collection  of  cactus  can  be  gotten  very  cheap, 
and  there  is  hardly  a  plant  tliat  recommends 
itself  more  highly  to  amateur  floriculturists, 
as  it  can  readily  be  seen  that  these  plants 
can  be  cultivated  and  enjoyed  without  the 
aid  of  any  kind  of  glass  house  or  conserva- 
tory. 
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Qrowing  Cacti  from  Seed. 

I-IAVE  any  of  our  fellow  cranks  raised 
'  *  any  cacti  from  seed?  Well.  I  lliink  it 
is  very  inlerestiiig.  l)ut  slow,  and  requires  a 
great  deal  of  patience.  One  of  the  leading 
cacti  dealers  gives  his  method  in  a  book 
which  he  publishes,  but  I  do  not  think  his 
method  just  the  right  way  to  suit  all,  as  I 
have  tried  it  several  times  without  success, 
and  was  about  giving  up,  when  I  thought  I 
would  try  a  wa\  of  my  own.  which  has  proven 
successful  every  time.  For  the  benefit  of  the 
readers  of  \.\\c  /niiriia/  I  will  give  my  plan  of 
planting  and  growing  cacti  from  seed. 

I  get  some  good,  rich,  clean  loam,  sift  it 
through  a  fine  flour  seive.  and  take  flower 
pot  saucers  and  fill  them  with  the  loam 
nearly  to  the  lop;  then  take  your  seed  and 
place  them  sing/y  on  the  .soil,  and  cover  them 
with  a  thin  layer  of  tbe  soil,  and  with  your 
rose  sprayer  dampen  slightly,  keeping  it 
so.  when  in  a.  week  or  ten  days  you  will  see 
vour  pigmies  just  peeping  up  their  little 
heads  lo  greet  you.  When  two  or  three 
weeks  old.  plant  them  singly  into  thumb  pots. 
I  forgot  to  say  to  put  the  name  and  date  on 
your  label.  1  have  raised  a  great  many  from 
seed,  and  have  yet  to  record  my  first  lailure. 

Oct.  '94.  A  C.\cTus  Crank. 


A  LTHOUGH  strictly  botanical  information 
^^  may  be  considered  as  falling  outside 
the  limils  of  a  publication  intended  only  for 
the  cultivator,  yet  a  short  account  of  the 
principal  characters  by  which  Cacti  are 
grouped  and  clasified  may  not  be  without  in- 
terest. 

From  the  singular  form  and  suculent  na- 
ture of  the  whole  Cacti  family,  it  might  be 
inferred  that,  in  the  character  alone,  we 
have  reliable  marks  of  relationship,  and 
that  it  would  be  safe  to  call  all  these  plants 
Cacti  in  which  such  charnclers  are  manifest. 

A  glance  at  some  members  of  other  fami- 
lies, will,  liowever,  soon  show  how  easily  one 
might  thus  be  mistaken. 

In  the  F;uphoibias  we  find  a  number  of 
kinds,  especially  amongst  those  that  inhabit 
the  drv,  sandy  plains  of  South  Africa,  which 
hear  a  striking  resemblance  to  many  of  the 
Cacti,  particularly  the  columnar  ones,  and 
the  Rhipsalis. 

Amongst  Stapelias  loo,  we  meet  with  plants 
which  mimic  the  stem  characters  of  some  of 
the  smaller  kinds  of  Cacti. 

Again,  in  the  Cacti  themselves  we  have  cu- 
rious cases  of  plant  uiimicry;  as,  for  instance 
the  Rhipsalis,  which  looks  like  a  bunch  of 
Mistletoe,  and  the  Tereskia,  the  leaves  and 
habit  of  which  are  more  like  what  belongs  to 
to  sav,  the  Gooseberry  family  than  to  a  form 
of  cactus.  From  tliis  it  will  be  seen  that  al- 
though these  plants  arc  almost  all  succulent 
and  cuiiously  formed,  they  are  by  no  means 
singular  in  this  respect.  The  characters  of 
the  order  are  thus  defined  by  botanists  : 
Cacti  are  either  herbs,  shrubs,  or  trees,  with 
soft  flesh  and  copious  watery  juice.  Roots 
woody,    branching,    with   soft   bark.       Stem 


branching  or  simple,  round,  angular,  chan- 
nelled, winged,  flattened,  or  cylindrical  ; 
sometimes  clothed  witli  numerous  tufts  of 
spines  which  vary  considerably  ;  or,  when 
spineless,  the  stems  bear  numerous  dot-like 
scars,  termed  ;vreoles. 

Leaves  very  minute,  or  entirely  absent, 
falling  olT  very  early  except  iu  Pereskia  and 
several  of  the  Opuntias,  in  which  they  are 
large,  fleshy  and  persistent. 

Flowers  solitary,  except  in  Pereskia,  and 
borne  on  top  or  side  of  the  stem  ;  they  are 
composed  of  numerous  parts  or  segments  ; 
the  sepals  and  petals  are  not  easily  distin- 
guished from  each  other  ;  the  caly.x  tube  is 
joined  to,  or  combined,  with  the  ovarv,  and 
is  often  covered  with  scale-like  sepals  and 
hairs  or  spines  ;  the  calyx  is  sometimes 
partly  united  so  as  to  form  a  lube,  and  the 
petals  are  spread  in  regular  whorls,  except 
in  the  F^piphyllums. 

Stamens  many,  springing  fiom  the  side  of 
the  tube  or  throat  of  the  calyx,  sometimes 
joined  lo  the  petals,  generally  equal  in 
length  ;  anthers  small  and  1  lilong. 

Ovary  smooth,  or  covered  with  scales  and 
spines,  or  wooly,  one  celled  ;  style  simple, 
filiformisor  cylindrical,  with  a  stigma  of  two 
or  more  spreading  rays,  upon  which  are 
small  papilhe. 

Fruit  pulpy,  smooth,  scaly  or  spiny,  the 
pulp  soft  and  juicy,  sweet  or  acid,  and  full  of 
numerous  small,  usually  black  seeds. 


ANSWERS. 

W.H..  Lowell.— Von  may  repot  your  plants 
at  any  time.  It  is  always  good  to  give  your 
collection  fresh  soil  every  12  months.  The 
best  time  for  potting  cactus  plants  is  in 
Spring  before  they  are  put  in  open  ground. 

As  for  the  rusty  appearance  of  which  you 
speak,  it  is  sometimes  caused  by  handling  ^ 
the  body  or  leaves  of  the  plant  too  often. 
Dryness  may  also  be  the  cause,  especially  in 
Flpiphyllunis  and  Pliyllocacti.  Exhausted 
soil  causes  stoppage  of  growth  for  a  certain 
time,  after  which  the  leathery  looking  rust 
makes  its  appearance,  for  which  you  can  do 
nothing  ;  but  if  the  plant  is  properly  attended 
to,  it  may  outgrow  it. 

Glazed  pots  are  not  as  good  as  ordinary 
earthen  ones.  This  holds  good  for  all  kin<^ 
of  plants,  but  the  pot  holding  the  plant  may 
be  placed  into  a  glazed  ornamental  pot  a 
size  larger. 

Phil  Loca  Yuse,  Va.  As  to  your  P.  Lati- 
frons,  think  you  have  experimented  too  free- 
ly, without  patiently  awaiting  the  result.  If 
you  try  the  treatment  uniler  heading  of  "ex- 
hausted soil  and  repotting"  which  you  will 
find  in  the  October  number  of  the  Journal, 
you  will  have  success.     Let  us  hear  from  you 


Wk  are  in  receipt  of  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Wm.  C.  G.  Ludford,  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Horticultural  Society  of  England,  ma- 
king inquiry  as  to  the  working  of  the  Cactus 
Society  in  our  city,  it  being  the  intention  of 
the  cacti  admirers  to  endeavor  to  form  a  sim- 
ilar society  in  England,  to  create  more  inter- 
est iu  the  cultivation  of  this  rare  and  beauti- 
ful plant. 
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QUESTIONS. 
A.  G.,  Reading»-(i)  Where  and  how  do  the 
flat  leaved  Cactus,  called  Phyllocactus  grow  ? 
Are  tliej'  found  in  a  shaded  or  partially 
shaded  place  ?  (2)  Do  the  Phyllocactus  re- 
quire to  be  kept  entirely  dry  during  their 
resting?  (3)  A  person  recommended  the 
liberal  use  of  sheep  manure  on  Phylocacti  as- 
serting that  it  would  ensure  bloom.  Have 
any  of  our  Cacti  fanciers  tried  it  ? 

W.  C.  W.,  Pa. — I  would  like  to  hear  from 
some  of  your  readers  how  to  keep  Echeverias, 
Sedums,  etc.  in  our  northern  climate,  over 
winter,  without  a  greenhouse. 

Miss  J.  C,  New  York. — My  Op.  mycrodasys 
iu  S|)ite  of  many  experiments  persists  in 
throwing  up  slender  shoots  less  than  a  half 
inch  thick,  and  3  or  4  inches  long  instead  of 
the  usual  broad,  flat  and  much  to-be  admired 
joints.  Those  grown  out  of  doors  in  the  sum- 
mer are  a  little  more  shapely,  but  still  not 
satisfactory. 

Miss  E.  B.,  Conn.— Will  you  kindly  tell  me 
what  to  do  for  a  large  Philo.  Latifrons.  It 
came  from  a  local  florist  last  Spring  with  yel- 
low leaves  on  the  top  of  6  canes  about  4  feet 
high.  Roots  fill  pot  to  the  rim  and  lie  bare 
on  the  soil,  which  was  soggy  and  of  unpleas- 
ant odor  One  beautiful  bud  bloomed,  others 
blasted,  (i)  Can,  or  should  it  be  repotted 
this  Fall  ?  (?)  In  which  soil  would  you  re- 
commend? (3)  Put  in  same  pot  (9  in.)  or 
larger?  (4)  Can  Cacti  be  cut  back  like  other 
plants  with  good  result  ?  I  have  three  other 
varieties  of  Phyllos  that  have  bloomed  twice 
this  year,  the  pots  being  full  of  roots.  (5)  Put 
these  into  larger  pots  also?  (6)  What  soil  and 
treatment  does  a  Peireskia  need  to  be  grown 
quickly,  for  grafting?  (7)  Should  nevv  plants 
be  obtained  now  or  in  the  Spring  ?  (8)  When 
Cacti  are  repotted  should  they  be  shaded  for 
a  time  ? 

F.  H.  Broaders,  Waverly. — Will  you  kindly 
inform  me,  if  there  are  any  works  published 
treating  on  Agaves  and  kindred  plants  ;  also 
books  on  Euphorbias.  If  so,  where  can  they 
be  obtained,  price,  etc. 

M.   E.   Rogers,  .  —  (i)    What  kind   of 

Opuntia  is  best  used  for  grafting  other  va- 
rieties of  Opuntia  on  ?  (2)  I  have  an  Opun- 
tia from  Mexico,  flat  stems,  the  spines  are 
long  and  slender,  light  brown  in  color,  tipped 
white  on  new  growth,  and  when  they  grow 
older  they  become  pliable  and  pure  white, 
(find  spines  enclosed)  and  hang  down  over 
the  plant  like  hair.     Is  this  the  Op.  Senelis? 


(3)  Will  you  kindly  tell  me  what  to  do  for  my 
Phyllocactus.  I  send  you  a  leaf  which  is  in- 
fested with  ihe  only  pest  that  troubles  my 
plants.  Can  you  give  me  remedy?  (4)  Would 
the  soil  mixed  with  the  coarse  sand  taken 
from  the  bottom  of  a  pond,  into  which  several 
never-failing  springs  open  be  called  "peat", 
and  would  it  be  good  to  mix  with  rich  earth 
for  cacti  ? 

Answers  to  questions  in   former  numbers   of 
the  Journal,  by  Phil  Loca  Yuse,  Ya. 

ANSWERS. 

J.  L.  Bishop,  Ala.  (Aug.  number.)  If  you 
would  try  syringing  plants  thoroughly  with 
alcohol,  think  they  would  be  benefitted. 

J.  B.,  N.  B.— Perhaps  you  grow  your  Cacti 
in  too  large  a  pots— they  usually  bloom  better 
when  pot  bound. 

W.  H.,  Lowell.  (Oct.  number.)  Cacti  may 
be  repotted  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  but 
March  is  the  best  time,  as  the  most  varieties 
are  then  over  the  resting  period,  and  ready 
to  commence  new, growth.  In  using  glazed 
pots,  care  should  be  taken  in  watering,  as 
they  do  not  absorb  the  moisture  from  the  soil 
as  rapidly  as  other  pots. 

C.  Maryland.  It  is  claimed  by  some  per- 
sons, that  certain  varieties  of  cacti,  when  old 
dry  up  inside,  leaving  only  the  outer  shell. 
Perhaps  it  died  of  "old  age".  If  a  young 
plant,  may  be  the  soil  was  too  poor.  The 
Rainbow  will  usually  show  its  appreciation 
by  active  growth,  when  a  generous  proportion 
of  rich  loam  with  sand  is  used,  and  with  per- 
fect drainage  water  liberally  while  growing. 
GP~See  page  7  for  other  answers. 

lyPersous  interested  in  the  growing  of 
all  plants  of  a  succulent  character  should 
subscribe  to  The  Baltimore;  Cactus  Jour- 
nal. It  is  the  only  paper  of  its  kind  pub- 
lished in  the  United   States. 

Cactus   Culture   and  catalogue  Free. 

200  varieties.  Blood  Cactus,  30  cts.,  sample  15  cts.; 
13  for  Si  00.  A  photo,  of  the  Great  Cactus  Garden  at  the 
World's  Fair  sent  for  15  cts. 

CURT.  K.  PLUMB,  "Cactus  Crank," 

MILTON,  WIS. 

ANNA    B.    NICKELS, 

Collector  of  and  dealer  in 

*RARECACTIANDMEIICAN  PLANTS* 

LAREDO,  TEXAS. 

Price-IvIST  on  Application. 


Chae.  Hamilton     •^(♦FLORIST**^. 
CnaS.  namillOn,^^^^^,^    Baltimore.  Md. 

Cacti,  Agaves,  Aloes,  Gasterias,  Haworthias, 
Mesembrianthemums,  Echeverias,  etc. 
SeedlingCereus,  fine  plants,  50  to  $1.00 

Cereus  Harailtonii,  $1  and  upwards. 
Collections  put  up  at  various  prices.    Send  for  particu* 
lars,  stating  amount. 

CACTI.    •  SUCCULENTS. 

We  have  a  fine  collection  of  novelties  and  rarities 
from  the  South  Coast  California  Islands,  the  Great 
South-west  and  Mexico  ;  besides  many  other  sorts. 
CACTI, 
AGAVES, 
YUCCAS, 
ECHEVERIAS, 
COTYLEDONS, 
Many  of  these  not  listed  by  any  others  in  the  world. 
Send  for  Price  List. 

OECUTT  SEED  AND  PLANT  COMPANY, 

Lyon  &  Cobbe,  Managfers, 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. 


WILLIAM  TELL,  Austin,  Tex. 

FINE  DIFFERENT  CACTI, 

Prices  very  Low.  send  for  Free  Catalogue. 

LIVING  ROCK  CACTUS  10  Cents  Each. 

TEXAS  BULBS  Cheap. 


NURSERIES 


Decorative  Plants. 
Artistic  Floral  Arrangements. 
36  W.  Lexington  St.,  Baltimore. 
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Floral  Offer. 


For  fifty  (50)  cents  we  will 
Bend  post  paid 
I  Cactus  E.  Eyriesii,  i  Carnation  Lizzie  McGowan, 

I  Begonia  Pres.  Carnot,     i  Argentea  Guttata, 
1  Gilsoni,    i  Fuchsoides  Coccinea,    i  Water  Hyacinth 
SI. 25  worth  of  plants  50c. 

JOHN  L.  ARMSTRONG, 
Box  15.  Lakewood,  R.  I. 


Cacti. 


Box  294. 


Three  native  plants    25   cents.     Silver. 
Native  Crocus— three  for  10  cents. 

M»s.  ALTA  SCOTT, 

BOULDER,  COLO. 


^P~We  respect- 
fully request  our 
readers  to  mention 
The  Baltimore 
Cactus  Journal 
when  correspond- 
ing with  our  ad- 
vertizers_ja 


Choice  Cacti. 


I  make  a  business  of  sup- 
plying Choice  Collections 

at  reasonable  prices.    4  sample  plants  for  25  cents  in 

stamps. 

MRS.  FRANCIS  BRIGHT, 

VAN  RAUB,  TEXAS. 


Choice  Cultivated  Cacti  Cheap. 

3  large  two  year  old  named  cacti,  50  cents. 

3  large  blooming  size  Calla  Bulbs,  50  cents. 
A  fine  named  Echeveriawith  each  $1.00  order. 
MRS.  M.  E.  PATTERSON, 

GLENDALE,  CAL. 
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E.  Electracanthus  baemathecanthus, 
E.  Lancifer,  .  -  .  . 

E.  C.  Cinarensis,        ... 
M.  Impexicom,     -  .  .  . 

M.  Sanguinea, 
M.  No.  81,  new, 
Pilocereus  Senelis  6  to  8  inch, 
t  The  collection  of  7,  prepaid. 


SOME  BABE  CACTI.    • 


$1  00 
1 00 
75 
75 
1 00 
1 00 
1 00 
5  00 


Beginner's  Collection   of   20  diflFerent 

blooming  size  Cacti,  -  -       2  00 

Amateur's  Collection  of  40  different 
Cacti,  including  E.  McDowelli  and 
other  rare  plants,  -  -  5  00 

All   prices  include  prepayment.     Remit  in 
Express  Money  Order  on  New  York. 

McDOWELL-GUAJARDO  HNOS., 

Monterey,  Mexico. 


RARE  CACTUS  (TOO  Sorts.) 
BOOKON  CACTUS  ANDRARE  PLANTS. 

116  PAGES,  FULL  OF   ENGRAVINGS.      10  CBNT6. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  Free. 

A.  BLANC  &  CO.,   Philadelphia. 
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A  rierry  Christmas!        A  Happy  New  Year! 
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A  monthly  publication  devoted  to  the  culture  of  Cacti,  Succulent  and 
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a  special  study, giving  practical  hints  from  the  best  authorities. 


Vol.  I. 


BALTIMORE,  DECEMBER,    1894. 


No.  6. 


WRITTEH  FOR  TM£  CACTUS  JOURN 


A  Trip  Through  Mexico. 

J.  A.  McDowell,  Mexico. 

A  PLANT  collector  like  a  soldier  must  be 
*■•  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice,  at 
least  so  it  happened  on  this  occasion  ;  and  in 
a  few  hours  was  ready  to  take  the  midnight 
south-bound  Azte  Limited  of  the  National 
R.  R.  Once  aboard,  we  bid  adieu  to  Mon- 
terey, and  pass  through  the  corn  and  cane 
plantations.  The  grand  Mitra  Mountain 
will  soon  be  past,  and  with  it  the  home  of  the 
Anhalonium  Prismaticum,  Matnillarias  Ap- 
planata,  Pusilla,  Coruifera  and  others  of  the 
race  ;  in  an  hour  more  we  shah  reach  the 
land  of  Echinocacti  Capricoruis,  Horizontlia- 
lonius  and  Lopothele,  and  soon  be  at  the 
grand  caiion  of  Rinconada  where  Opuntia 
Lurida  grow  so  large,  that  llio  branches  with 
the  numerous  holes  would  make  novel  walk- 
ing canes  that  would  be  highly  prized  by 
lovers  of  cactaceous  plants.  This  caiion  is 
quite  picturesque,  and  tourists  should  take 
the  local  train  iu  order  to  enjoy  the  grand 
scenery. 

After  leaving  Riuconada  wc  reach  Los  Mu- 
ertos  and  enter  the  state  of  Cohuila — my  dear 
native   home  ;     but    a    collector    kuows   no 


boundaries,  and  to  a  lover  of  nature  God's 
Creation  is  only  one  vast  home,  and  all  who 
dwell  therein  tnembers  of  one  family.  I  have 
seen  an  old  man  actually  kiss  the  beautiful 
Mamillaria  Micronieris,  in  his  love  for  them 
at  first  sight ;  and  have  known  Indians  to 
liandle  plants  with  such  great  care,  as  if  they 
were  animated  objects.  Such  men  always 
command  my  respect  and  admiration,  and 
can  trust  them  with  the  most  delicate  com- 
mission in  my  line. 

We  reach  Saltillo  at  early  dawn  ;  in  an 
hour  pass  by  the  battle  ground  of  Buena 
Vista,  and  are  now  ascending  to  Caruero,  at 
which  point  we  are  on  the  table  lands,  and 
have  ascended  4,500  feet  since  leaving  Mon- 
tery.  A  great  difference  is  felt  in  the  tem- 
perature, and  an  overcoat  feels  quite  com- 
fortable. At  this  altitude  Echinocacti  Pilo- 
sus  and  Visnaga  grow  to  perlection,  and  can 
stand  several  degrees  below  the  freezing 
point.  The  mining  towns  of  Gomez  Farias 
and  La  Ventura  arc  in  short  distance,  then 
conies  the  grand  plateau,  and  we  go  at  fast 
speed,  not  a  single  curve  is  visible  and  the 
road  becomes  quite  monotonous,  offering  no 
unusual  attractions.  We  arrive  at  the  break- 
fast station  of  Catorce  ;  it  is  in  this  vicinity 
that  H.  Poselgerianus  and  M.  Kecurvens  are 
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quite  plentiful  ;  towards  the  side  of  the 
mountain,  on  the  east,  fine  specimens  of  E. 
Visnaga  may  be  seen  in  rocky  situations, and 
it  is  here  also  where  I  once  discovered  one 
of  the  finest  specimens  of  E.  Pilosus.  It  was 
a  monster  plant  six  feet  high,  surrounded  by 
five  or  six  smaller  plants  about  four  feet  tall. 
Unfortunately  I  have  not  been  able  to  find 
this  wonder  in  a  subsequent  search,  and 
probably  it  was  destroyed — cut  to  pieces  to 
feed  goats  in  a  dry  season. 

The  picturesque  village  of  Bocas,  and  the 
city  of  San  Luis  are  reached  a  few  hours 
later  ;  this  is  the  land  that  produces  the  de- 
licious "Tunas',  the  fruit  of  the  Opuntia. 
C.  Gemmatus  is  seen  everywhere,  and  in 
many  parts  is  used  for  fences.  Many  fine 
plantations  of  Agaves  will  be  passed  further 
on.  It  is  growing  dark,  and  we  arrive  Celaya 
where  I  remain  for  the  night,  and  next  mor- 
ning take  the  Central  R.  R.,  as  observation 
is  my  main  object  in  traveling,  and  this  jour- 
ney will  be  made  in  the  day.  We  are  out  of 
the  Guanajuato  and  have  entered  the  State 
of  Queretaro,  the  historic  city  of  the  same 
name,  where  the  death-blow  was  struck  at 
the  ill-fated  Maxmillian,is  soon  past  and  are 
now  in  a  region  that  to  the  East  promises  to 
be  rich  in  Cacti,  though  only  a  few  familiar 
specimens  are  seen  by  the  roadside,  and 
there  is  no  time  for  exploring.  Tlie  State  of 
Hidalgo  is  next  crossed  by  the  road,  and  this 
is  one  of  the  richest  in  cactaceous  plants,  in 
some  localities  the  famous  Pilocereus  Senilis 
being  quite  abundant.  We  make  a  short 
stop  at  the  old  city  of  Tula,  then  ascend 
gradually,  are  now  running  paralell  with  the 
famous  Nochistongo  canal,  and  in  view  of  the 
beautiful  valley  of  the  Citj'  of  Mexico. 
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PMYLLOCACTUS    PHYLLANTHUS. 

M.  SwENsoN,  'Washington. 

A  HANDSOME  South  American  specie  of 
■*^  the  fiat  stemmed  variety  of  Cacti  which 
should  be  cultivated  more  extensively.  It 
richly  deserves  it.  Still,  some  growers  have 
designated  it  as  an  inferior  variety,  but  they 
could  not  have  given  proper  treatment,  or 
conditions  were  unfavorable.  For  an  out-of 
door  ornament  during  the  summer  season,  no 
cacti  can  excel  this  particular  one  for  bloom- 
ing. It  will  bloom  uninterrupted  from  May 
to  October.  Small  plants,  when  healthy  and 
in  vigorous  growth,  will  produce  from  a  few 


to  a  dozen  flowers,  all  expanded  at  one  time^ 
and  keep  on  continually. 

The  flowers  are  long  and  tubular,  from  8  to- 
12  inches,  with  a  reddish  purple  tint  on  the 
outside. 

The  calyx  is  pure  white,  about  5  inches  in 
diameter.  Blooms  during  the  night,  and  on 
cloudy  morning  the  flowers  will  remain  open 
until  noon. 

The  cultivation  is  easy.  It  grows  readily 
from  cuttings,  which  set  deep  in  sand,  and' 
when  well  rooted  repot  in  some  rich  soil,  in 
pots  not  too  large,  and  as  the  season  ad- 
vances increase  the  water  supply.  The 
period  of  rest  is  from  December  to  March  ■,. 
if  kept  in  a  warm  place,  a  good  watering  is 
beneficial  even  in  the  resting  season  ;  if  kept 
cool  very  little  water  will  be  required. 

To  keep  over  Winter  any  light  place  is- 
suitable  where  frost  cannot  reach  or  pene- 
trate. 


'RITTEN  FOR  THE  CACTUS  JOURNJ 


My  Cacti  and  Cactus  Bed. 

E.  M.  L.,  Cal. 

IN  regard  to  the  soil  used  for  Cacti,  many 
*  C.  C's  are  at  variance.  I  use  the  same 
soil  for  all  varieties  of  Cacti,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Cerei  and  phyllocacti.  The  former 
always  have  a  small  addition  of  lime  added 
to  the  soil  ;  and  when  about  to  bloom  I  water 
with  manure  water.  Phyllos,  if  rooted,  are 
potted  in  soil  composed  of  one-third  pure 
sand,  and  two  third  ^tW/ decayed  old  manure. 
This  forms  a  light,  porous  soil,  so  essential  lo 
these  plants.  Small  pots  give  the  best  results 
as  to  blossoms. 

For  other  varieties  of  cacti  I  pot  in  pure- 
sand  with  plenty  of  drainage.  I  prefer  small 
rocks  or  pebbles  to  bricks  or  charcoal,  I  find" 
the  latter  retains  too  much  moisture,  and 
often  causes  decay.  The  sand  I  use  is  ob- 
tained from  a  creek  ;  it  is  coarse  red  sand, 
but  have  never  had  a  cactus  to  decay  when 
planted  in  this,  and  as  to  blossoms,  I  have 
some  in  bloom  from  January  until  December. 
Opuntia  Engelmani  and  O.  Monocantha 
bloomed  in  two  years  from  a  cutting.  I  ant 
convinced  that  almost  as  many  plants  are 
lost  from  lack  of  moisture  as  from  over 
watering.  If  the  plants  are  in  the  hot  sun, 
making  rapid  growth  and  are  planted  in 
light  porous  soil,  with  plenty  of  drainage, they 
can  stand  a  great  deal  of  watering.  They 
should  also  be  kept  free   from   dust.     I   also- 
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find  that  hard  water,  (i.  e.:  water  containing 
alkali)  is  better  than  soft  water.  When  one 
considers  their  natural  habitat,  growing  as 
they  oft-times  do  in  beds  of  almost  pure 
alkali,  this  sounds  reasonable  enough  ;  such 
at  least  is  my  idea,  gained  from  experience 
in  growing  these  weird  and  often  grotesque 
plants. 

This  is  my  second  season's  experience  in 
growing  part  of  my  collection  in  open  ground 
and  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  results. 
My  cactus  bed  required  a  little  fore  thought 
and  preparation,  but  I  feel  myself  well  re- 
paid. An  excavation  four  feet  deep  was  dug, 
this  was  filled  with  old  fruit  or  preserved 
meat  tins,  bricks,  rocks,  etc,  over  this  several 
loads  of  coarse  straw  and  manure  was  thrown. 
A  wall  three  feet  high  was  then  built  of 
large,  rough,  unshaped  flags  of  soapstone, 
obtained  from  a  neighboring  quarry,  entirely 
surrounding  the  bed  which  is  forty-five  feet 
in  circumference.  The  angular  points  of  the 
rocks  rudely  fitted  together,  serve  to  give 
some  degree  of  solidity  without  use  of  nior 
tar.  This  wall  prevents  the  soil  from  falling 
•down  as  the  bed  is  elevated  in  the  center. 
Part  of  the  soil  dug  from  the  excavation  was 
now  thrown  on,  mixed  with  some  lime  and 
■wood-ashes,  and  lastly  several  loads  of 
coarse  sand  from  the  creek.  Here  I  have 
planted  many  varieties  of  cacti  and  other 
succulents  hardy  in  this  latitude.  Cereus 
Flagelliformis  trails  over  the  sides  of  the 
■wall  in  company  with  many  varieties  of  Se- 
•duuis,  Messembryantheniunis,  and  Crassulas. 
These  clothe  the  wall  with  living  green, 
intermingled  with  starry  blossoms  of  white, 
pink  and  crimson.  Some  of  the  Mesembry- 
anthemums  glistening  with  their  dewy  foli- 
age like  icicles  in  the  sun.  In  the  bed  are 
only  a  few  varietie  of  Echinocereus,  Engel- 
mani,  Viridiflorus,  Fendeleri,  Ouba  with  long 
black  and  white  spines  and  Phoniceus.  The 
latter  although  a  homely  plant  is  of  a  fresh 
green  color,  and  the  blooms  are  a  lovely  in- 
tense shade  of  red,  making  the  plant  very 
Attractive  when  in  bloom.  The  flower  lasts 
for  two  weeks  never  closing  at  night  as  in 
tnost  varieties.  Here  also  is  Echiuocactus 
Simpsoni,  bright  all  winter  with  its  red  ber- 
ries, Cyllndraceus  with  its  beautiful  long  red 
and  white  spines,  Intertextus,  Setispinus, 
Texensis  and  Viridescens.  Also  many  Mamil- 
larias,  amongst  them,  Montana,  Nuttali, 
Maio,  Radiosa,  Goodrichii  and  others. 

The  Echinopsis  are  in  their  element  here, 
they  bloom  from  May  until  October.     Nearly 


all  varieties  are  hardy  here.  The  opuntias 
grow  rank  here  and  are  very  much  at  home. 
I  can  only  mention  a  few  ;  at  the  head  I  must 
place  O.  Tessalata,  a  lovely  native  variety, 
with  curiously  marked  slender  stems  armed 
with  long  golden  spines,  which  often  assume 
a  pinkish  tint  at  the  base.  O.  Rutilla  has 
small  round  branches  covered  with  long 
white  hair  like  spines.  (?)  O.  Digitata  has 
short  slender  cylindrical  stems  and  many 
spines  ;  this  variety  does  not  grow  tall,  and 
has  a  tuberous  root.  O.  Lucasii  is  lovely  at 
all  times  and  is  always  in  bloom.  It  has 
slender  cylindrical  stems,  armed  with  needle 
like  spines.  The  buds  are  red,  bnt  the  flow- 
ers are  cieam  colored,  sometimes  with  a  red 
stripe  in  center  of  petal.  The  berries  ate 
red,  but  new  buds  will  form  on  the  ends  of 
the  small  red  branches  (or  berries),  forming 
other  red  branches,  until  they  form  a  large 
cluster.  The  plants  are  f.tirly  loaded  with 
blossoms.  This  variety  will  bloom  as  soon 
as  rooted  — in  three  month's  time  a  cutting 
will  be  loaded  with  flowers.  O  Rufescens 
has  large  stems  and  fine  yellow  spines.  O. 
Arboresceus  and  O.  Ecbinocarpa  lift  their 
long  stems  like  sheltering  arms  over  O. 
Brachyarthra  and  O.  Whipplei  O.  Missouri- 
ensis  with  its  pretty  spines,  and  Rafinesquei 
and  Vulgare  with  their  bright  tulip  like  flow- 
ers are  equally  at  home  here.  I  have  many 
beautiful  Opuntias  here,  but  alas,  some  20 
varieties  are  nameless,  and  so  lose  half  their 
value  in  m5'  eyes. 


WBITTEN  rOB  THE  C»CTU«  J 


A  Few  Hints  on  Epiphyllums. 

E.  N.  Merkf.l,  Pa. 

AT  this  season,  the  Epiphyllums  claim  most 
of  our  attention,  coming  into  flower  at  a 
time  when  our  other  cacti  are  resting,  they 
arc  much  admired.  A  properly  grown  plant 
in  full  bloom  is  a  beautiful  sight,  and  con- 
sidering the  good  qualities,  they  should  be 
more  extensively  grown  than  they  are. 

They  are  excellent  house  plants,  placed 
near  a  window  they  can  be  grown  in  an  ordi- 
nary room  and  are  useful  for  decorative  pur- 
poses. Their  period  of  flowering  extends  from 
October  to  March,  and  during  these  months 
an  unbroken  succession  of  flowers  can  be  en- 
sured by  having  a  few  plants  of  distinct  va- 
rieties which  bloom  at  different  periods. 

The  same  plants  will  often  continue  at- 
tractive  for  more  than  a  mouth.      Epiphyl- 
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lums  are  of  ver}-  quick  growth  making  large 
specimens  in  a  short  time,  and  are  easily 
propagated  by  cuttings  rooted  iu  sand. 

The  best  way  to  grow  them,  however,  is  to 
graft  your  cutting  on  a  good  stock  about  a 
foot  high.  Pereskia  Aculeata,  a  strong  grow- 
ing plant,  is  generally  used  for  this  pvirpose, 
although  Cereus  Macdonaldi,  C.  Nycticalus 
and  others  are  also  used  To  graft  on  any  of 
these,  select  a  good  strong  stock,  which  may 
be  any  height  you  desire,  tie  to  a  stick  to 
hold  it  up,  as  these  stocks  (especially  Peres- 
kia) are  generally  too  slender  to  stand 
without  some  support  Now  take  a  sharp 
knife  and  simply  split  or  remove  a  small 
wedge  shape  and  insert  in  the  stock,  secure 
it  iu  place  with  a  cactus  spine  or  a  pin  thrust 
through  the  stock  and  scion,  and  tie  it  up 
firmly  if  necessary  with  soft  twine.  If  the 
base  of  your  scion  is  very  thin  it  is  only 
necessary  to  just  peel  the  skin  off  instead  of 
cutting. 

With  ordinary  treatment  Epiphyllums  will 
do  fairly  well,  as  they  are  very  easily  grown. 
The  soil  should  be  about  the  same  as  used 
for  Phvllocactus,  alight  sandy  loam  with  leaf 
mold  or  peat  mixed  with  it. 

For  plants  on  their  own  roots  add  more 
peat  than  when  grafted  on  Pereskia.  as  the 
latter  will  stand  an  abundance  of  water,  the 
soil  can  be  heavier  and  richer. 

About  equal  parts  of  sandy  loam  and  peat 
is  a  good  soil  for  j-ouug  plants  on  their  own 
roots,  if  old  or  large  add  about  one  fourth  old 
rotted  cow  manure 

For  plants  on  Pereskia,  a  good  rich  loam 
with  some  sand  and  peat  mixed  in  it,  is  about 
right. 

During  the  growing  and  flowering  period 
an  abundance  of  water  is  necessary,  being 
careful  to  have  the  pots  well  drained  with 
pebbles,  broken  pots,  etc  ,  then  there  will 
be  no  danger  of  supplying  water  liberally. 

This  is  one  advantage  of  grafting  on  Peres- 
kia, as  it  will  stand  any  amount  of  water, 
where  the  epiphyllum  on  its  roots  would  de- 
cay. 

When  large  plants  are  growing  or  flower- 
ing they  should  have  manure  water  fed  to 
them  at' intervals,  as  they  will  need  all  the 
aid  vou  can  give  them  in  this  way  in  order  to 
bloom  profusely.  Cow  manure  is  very  good 
to  use. 

After  flowering,  less  moisture  will  be  re- 
quired, and  the  soil  may  be  allowed  to  be- 
come partially  dry  for  a  few  weeks,  only  giv- 
ing enough  water  to  prevent  the  leaves  from 
becoming  flaccid. 

As  growth  is  resumed  they  may  be  w^atered 
again  as  before. 

They  enjoy  plenty  of  sun  and  fresh  air. 
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AGAVES. 

Clifton,  Baltimore. 

*  I  'HIS  plant  is  commonly  known  as  the 
'  Century  Plant  and  are  a  noble,  massive 
growing  plant,  forming  beautiful  ornaments 
for  both  greenhouse  or  conservatory,  but  par- 
ticularly for  the  lawn  during  the  summer. 

In  their  native  home  many  varieties  bloom 
when  quite  young,  sending  up  a  spike  20  and 
even  30  feet  tall  with  its  flowers  on  the  tip, 
which  last  for  quite  a  long  time,  after  which 
the  plant  dies. 

There  are  &  great  many  varieties  of  agaves 
and  they  grow  in  a  wide  range  of  climate, 
from  the  plains  of  South  America  to  eleva- 
tion of  S, 000  feet. 


Its  leaves  furnish  fibres  of  various  quali- 
ties which  are  manufactured  into  twine,  rope 
and  brushes.  The  leaves,  it  is  said,  are 
scraped  and  specially  prepared  and  manu- 
factured into  razor  strops.  Its  juice  when  the 
watery  substance  is  evaporated  is  used  as  a 
soap.  From  the  sap  from  the  heart  leaves  is 
manufactured  an  iptoxicating  brandy  which 
is  eagerly  sought  for  by  the  natives. 

The  rope  manufactured  from  the  fibres  of 
the  agave  is  noted  for  its  strength  and  du- 
rability. Humboldt  described  a  bridge  with 
a  span  of  130  feet  over  the  Chimbo  in  Quito, 
of  which  the  main  rope,  which  is  4  inches  in 
diameter  was  made  of  the  fibres  of  the  agave. 

The  agave  is  often  erroneouly  called  cactus, 
nodoubt,  because  it  is  usually  found  amongst 
cacti  collections,  and  principally  on  account 
of  its  cactus-like  appearance. 

They  are  easily  grown  when  planted  in  a 
good  rich  soil,  giving  perfect  drainage,  and 
plenty  of  water  during  the  summer.  During 
winter  treat  same  as  cacti. 
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CACTUS  CHATS.— No.  2. 

MAKESHIFTS. 

Pllll-    I.OCA    YUSK,    Va. 

Edna.  Have  you  heard  how  unfortunate 
poor  Mr.s.  Lee  was?  Part  of  her  greeuhouse 
fell  in  crushing  many  of  her  beautiful  plants, 
her  beautiful  Rex  Begouia  and  some  of  her 
finest  Azaleas  being  amongst  the  victims. 

Vera.  That's  too  bad.  Such  a  pity  isn't 
it,  when  she  had  so  many  lovely  flowers.  But 
what  is  to  become  of  those  that  survive  the 
downfall  of  their  house?  I  think  I  shall  offer 
to  keep  some  of  them  for  her  until  Spring,  or 
until  she  gets  the  greenhouse  repaired. 

Edna.  She  is  going  to  put  her  choicest 
plants  in  the  house,  while  several  of  the 
neighbors  have  volunteered  to  care  for  the 
Lantanas,  Fuchsias  and  similar  plants,  but 
no  one  will  touch  her  Cacti  or  succulent  cou- 
sins. You  see,  so  few  people  care  for  the 
Cactus,  or  understand  their  culture. 

Vera.  'What  a  shame  that  such  rare  and 
valuable  specinieus  as  her  collection  con- 
tains should  be  set  aside  for  common,  every- 
day plants  like  Lantanas  and  Fuchsias  !  Then 
too,  her  Sedums  and  Mesembryanthemunis 
and  other  succulents  form  nearly  as  curious 
and  unique  a  collection  as  lier  Cacti.  If  no 
one  else  will  offer,  Edna,  suppose  you  and  I 
take  charge  of  them  ? 

Edna.  Rut  I  dont  know  the  first  thing 
about  caring  for  Cacti,  and  the  succulents  as 
you  call  them  ! 

Vera.  Never  mind  thai.  They  are  easy 
enough  to  caro  for.  I  will  tell  you  when  to 
water  them,  and  will  help  you  occasionally 
with  suggestions 

Edna.  But  Vera,  your  greenhouse  is  full  to 
overflowing,  and  mine  is  badly  crowded,  for 
you  see,  I  just  hated  to  leave  any  of  my 
plants  for  the  frost  to  catch,  so  I  kept  putting 
them  in  until  every  iiook  and  corner  is  filled. 

Vera.  Why,  put  your  share  of  Mrs.  Lee's 
waifs  in  your  room  and  have  a  novel  window 
garden.  The  heat,  dust,  dryness  and  gas  of 
a  living  room,  all  combined  have  le.ss  terrors 
for  succulents  than  for  the  average  house 
plants.  'Vou  would  have  to  water  them  a 
little  oftener  than  if  they  were  in  a  green- 
house, as  the  hot  dry  air  of  the  room  would 
absorb  the  moisture  from  the  plants  quite 
rapidly. 

Edna.  But  my  window  is  already  filled 
with  bulbs,  from  which  I  expect  to  reap  a 
dainty  harvest  of  blossoms  at  Christmas  and 
Easter. 


Vera  Then  let  us  turn  to  the  kitchen,  for 
there  will  be  no  bulbs  in  the  way  there. 

Edna.  No,  but  we  possess  that  doubtful 
luxury^  an  Irish  cook,  and  I  should  be  sorry 
to  trust  even  a  cactus  to  her  tender  mercies  ; 
for  shew  would  be  more  tli.an  sure  to  leave 
the  window  open  some  freezing  night,  or  del- 
uge them  with  boiling  water,  in  licr  thought 
less  irish  way. 

Vera.  Well,  it  is  rather  a  jump  from  the 
kitchen  to  the  parlor.  But  Catli  arc  such  ac- 
commodating plants,  that  they  will  adapt 
themselves  to  circumstances  ;  and,  though 
they  would  have  enjoyed  the  genial  compan- 
ionship of  the  big  cooking  .stove  in  the  kitchen 
still  they  could  exist  in  the  parlor  with  an  oc- 
casional fire,  if  you  will  cover  them  at  nights 
with  newspapers.  You  have  no  idea  of  the 
warmth  and  protection  of  a  few  old  news- 
papers will  afford  a  plant 

Edna.  And  then  they  are  so  light  there 
would  be  no  danger  of  crushing  or  breaking 
the  plants,  as  when  covered  with  a  quilt  or  a 
blanket.  Besides,  there  would  be  no  risk  of 
splashing  the  parlor  carpet  with  water,  as  a 
Cactus  must  be  kept  dry.  Hut  I  could  leave 
a  lamp  burn  all  night  loo,  for  I  have  saved 
Heliotropes  and  other  lender  plants  through 
the  winter,  in  a  fireles.s  room  by  means  of  a 
little  oil  lamp. 

Vera.  Why  not  borrow  a  stnall  oil  stove 
and  try  that  instead  of  a  lamp?  I  know  of 
several  ladies  in  the  neighborhood  who  use 
them  (luring  the  summer  for  cooking,  but 
would  be  glad  to  get  them  out  of  their  way  at 
this  season  of  the  year  ? 

Edna.  That's  a  good  idea !  I  am  sure  I 
can  get  one  from  Mrs.  Gilman.  How  would 
it  do  to  put  some  in  the  cellar.  Vera. 

Vera.  Your  cellar  might  answer,  but  mine  is 
both  damp  and  dark,  and  Cacti  would  not 
thrive  in  it.  But  I  have  heard  of  persons 
keeping  their  plants  in  a  open  trunk  by  a 
bright  window,  in  an  cold  room  during  the 
day  ;  and  at  night  by  letting  down  the  trunk 
lid  and  covering  with  a  blanket  or  rug.  So  I 
thought  of  making  a  portable  greenhouse  out 
of  an  old  dry  goods  box.  I  am  going  to  have 
the  sides  cut  down  in  such  a  way  as  to  have 
the  back  a  little  the  highest,  and  sloping 
gradually  to  the  front.  Then  I'll  have  a  sash 
made  of  old  panes  of  glass  scattered  about 
the  place,  and  fitted  to  the  box.  As  the 
Carti  arc  all  in  small  pots,  it  would  hold  a 
good  many.  I  would  also  put  it  on  rollers 
with  some  sort  of  handles,  so  I  could  push  it 
out  on  the  piazza,  or  up  close  to  the  stove  on 
cold  nights. 

Edna  I've  no  doubt  it  would  be  quite  a 
success,  but  that  reminds  me  of  something.  I 
think  I  could  have  our  last  Spring's  hot  bed 
dug  out  a  little  deeper  and  use  it  for  a  cold- 
frame  perhaps.  But  remember,  you  are  to 
keep  all  of  the  more  valuable  plants,  and 
leave  me  only  the  common  sorts  to  ex- 
periment with. 
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Baltimore,  December,  1894. 

Beginning  with  January  we  will  issue  the 
Journal  on  the  icth  of  each  month. 

Communications  intended  for   publication 
in  a  particular  issue  should  reach  us  not  later 
than  the  25th  of  the  preceding  month. 
* 

We  have  been  compelled  to  add  several 
pages  this  month  to  accommodate  ihe  extra 
amount  of  matter  on  hand.  This  is  an  en- 
couraging sign,  and  we  trust  that  the  interest 
manifested  will  continue. 

The  success  and  usefulness  of  the  Journal 
will  depend  in  a  great  measure  upon  the  free 
expression  of  opinions  by  all  subscribers. 

Do  not  hesitate  to  criticise  any  of  the  arti- 
cles that  may  seetn  at  varience  with  your  own 
personal  experience  or  knowledge.  Again, 
it  may  be  possible  to  add  something  to  an 
article  that  would  make  it  more  intelligible 
or  accurate.  For  example  :  a  writer  might 
give  most  excellent  advice  as  to  growing  cer- 
tain plants  and  omit  to  state  anything  about 
temperature.  Another  may  speak  in  a  gen- 
eral way  of  changing  soil  at  certain  intervals 
(without  naming  the  kinds)  which  if  it  did 
not  result  in  loss  of  the  plants  would  certainly 
cause  us  to  miss  the  much  desired  blooms 
if  implicitly  followed,  and  in  many  other 
ways  much  good  could  be  accomplished  by  a 

free  interchange  of  ideas. 

* 

*  » 

t^"A!l  subscribers  are  requested  to  send  us 
any  items  of  interest  for  publication. 


The  Premiums  offered  for  the  largest  num- 
berof subscribers  willbe  awarded  thismoutb 
and  the  names  published  in  the  January 
number. 

* 

*  * 

Our  readers  no  doubt  noticed  the  failure 
in  correcting  the  spellingof  Cereus  Mojaven- 
sisin  "Carp's''  article  in  tlie  October  number, 
the  second  appearance  of  the  word  uiispelled 
must  have  been  very  provoking  to  him,  and 
it  is  but  just  to  the  writer  for  us  to  state  that 
the  fault  was  entirely  with  us. 

*  * 

At  the  International  Exposition,  of  Los 
Angeles,  held  in  November,  the  Jurors  made 
special  and  honorable  mention  of  the  rare 
exhibit  of  cacti  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Denham,  of  that 
city. 

*  * 

■VVe  were  pleased  to  nolice  the  formation 
of  a  Cactus  Club  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  They 
have  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  we  offer  our  most  hearty  congratulations, 
and  trust  they  may  live  long  aud  prosper. 

* 

*  * 

We  trust  that  our  readf  rs  will  not  over- 
look the  request  for  copies  of  number  I 
Journal.  We  have  quite  a  number  of  requests 
for  them,  and  any  one  having  a  duplicate 
copy  will  confer  a  favor  by  mailing  same  to 

us. 

*  * 
* 

The  plants  offered  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Alverson 

in  this  number  of  the  Journal  are  all  new  and 

deserving  of  a  place  in  every  collection.    We 

feel  sure  any  one  ordering  them  will  be  well 

pleased.. 

* 

Mr.  J.  L.Armstrong  now  offers  the  following 
collection  for  25  cents,  instead  of  the  one  on. 
4th  page  of  corer ;  his  letter  requesting 
change  reached  us  too  late. 

1  Cactus  E.  Eyriesii,  I  Carnation  Lizzie  McGowan, 

I  Begonia  Metalica  Velutina,  i  Argentea  Guttata, 

I  Gilsoni,    1  Fuchsoides  Coccinea, 


jySend  us  some  short  items  for  publication. 
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EUPHORBIAS 


Carl,    CrMnERLAND. 


I  HAVE  often  beeu  asked  by  persous  visit- 
'  ing  m\-  greenhouse,  what  is  that  plant? 
Do  thev  bloom  ?  Well,  such  peculiar  growth. 
Are  the  flowers  fragrant?  Where  are  they 
a  native  of?    Do  they  possess  any  valuable 


This  specie  of  plant  is  [occupying  promi- 
nent positions  amongst  the  Cacti  admirers 
collections,  and  I  thought  a  short  account  of 
the  Euphorbia  would  be  of  interest  to  the 
readers  of  the  Journal.  After  a  careful 
search  many  points  in  their  favor  have  been 
discovered,  of  which  probably  very  few  who 
possess  them  are  aware. 

The  Euphorbia  is  named  after  Eiiphorbus,. 


A  GROUP  OF  EUPHORBIAS. 


properties?  Are  they  a  hardy  plant,  or  do 
they  require  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  be 
successful  in  growing  them  ?  Are  all  of  that 
specie  leafless?  And  many  more  questions 
when  the  eye  is  attracted  by  the  Euphorbia. 


Physician  to  Jube,  King  of  Mauritania.     Eu- 
phorbus  was  a  famous  Trojan,  (inhabitant  of 
ancient  Troy,)   and   the   first   who   wounded 
Patroclius,  whom  Hector  killed. 
It  is  almost  impossible  to  ascertain  the  ex- 
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act  time  they  were  named  Euphorbias,  but  a 
careful  search  has  revealed  the  fact  that 
Kingjube  I,  lived  about  a  half  century  be" 
fore  Christ,— his  son,  Kingjube  II,  died  A.D. 
17.  It  was  not  ascertained  however,  from 
which  (?)  they  derived  their  name,  but  the 
reader  can  form  an  idea  as  to  the  life  and  ex- 
istence of  this  specie  of  plant. 

Euphorbias  are  trees,  shrubs  or  herbs  with 
an  acrid  milky  juice.  Leaves  are  generally 
opposite,  sometimes  wanting,  often  stipulate 
The  genus  includes  several  hundred  species, 
many  of  which  possess  valuable  properties. 
The  acrid  resin,  commonly  known  as  Gum 
Euphorbium  is  the  produce  of  certain  unde- 
termined species,  the  principals  of  which  are 
probably  E.  Antiquorum,  E.  Canariensis  and 
E.  Officiuarum.  It  is  a  dangerous  cathartic- 
emetic  and  rubefacient,  and  produces  severe 
inflammation  of  the  nostrils,  if  those  who 
powder  it,  do  not  guard  thhemselves  from  the 
dust.  It  is  produced  from  the  wounded  stems 
and  collected  in  leather  bags.  In  India  it  is 
•  said  to  be  mixed  with  the  oil  expressed  from 
the  seeds  Sessamum  Orientale,  and  employed 
externally  for  rheumatic  affection,  and  inter- 
nally for  cases  of  obstinate  constipation.  The 
Arabs  make  up  violent  diarretic  pills,  by 
rubbing  over  the  juice  of  the  species  E.  Anti- 
quorum  with  flour,  their  camels  however,  are 
said  to  eat  the  branches  of  the  plant  when 
cooked.  The  juice  of  the  species  E.  Cerei- 
formis,  E.  Heptogona  and  E.  Virosa,  African 
plants,  furnish  the  Ethiopians  with  a  mortal 
poison  for  their  arrows  ;  whilst  E.  Cotinifolia 
serves  the  like  purpose  for  the  Brazilian  In- 
dians. E.  Hibernica  is  extensively  used  for 
the  purpose  of  stupifying  fish,  by  the  peas- 
antry of  Kerry,  Ireland  ;  and  so  powerful  are 
its  properties  that  a  small  basketful  of  the 
bruised  herb  will  sufiBce  to  stupify  the  fish  for 
several  miles.  E.  Hypericifolia,  the  Spurge 
or  Eyebright  of  tropical  America  is  used  in 
cases  of  Diarrhoea  of  children,  and  as  a  ver- 
mifuge. E.  Thyrnifolia  is  used  for  like  pur- 
pose in  India.  The  root  of  E.  Ipecacuanha 
is  said  to  be  the  true  Ipecacuanha,  which  is 
commonly  used  in  the  United  States.  E. 
CoroUata,  the  flowering  Spurge,  is  also  used 
here  as  an  emetic.  The  fruits  of  E.  Lathyri, 
Caper  Spurge  or  Mole  Tree  are  sometimes 
pickeled  and  eaten  instead  of  the  ordinary 
capers  ;  although  the  process  of  pickling  ap- 
pears to  destroy  in  a  great  measure  the  acrid 
purgative  properties  which  the  fruits  possess 
in  a  fresh  state  ;  their  use  is  by  no  means  free 
from  danger.  A  very  active  cathartic  oil  is 
also  made  from  the  seeds  of  the  Caper  Spurge. 


Leaves  of  the  E.  Neriefolia  are  prescribed  by 
the  native  practitioners  of  India,  both  inter- 
nally as  a  purge,  and  externally,  mixed  with 
Margosa  Oil  in  certain  cases  of  contracted 
limb.  The  roots  of  E.  Palustris  and  Pilosa 
are  used  as  purgatives,  and  are  said  to  have 
proven  useful  in  Hydrophobia.  Many  spe- 
cies are  purgative. 

E.  Tirucalli  of  India  makes  an  excellent 
hedge,  as  no  cattle  will  touch  its  leaves. 

The  sap  of  E.  Phosphorea  is  said  to  shine 
with  a  phosphorescent  light  in  the  forests  of 
Brazil  on  warm  nights. 

Euphorbias  are  often  found  in  collections 
of  Cacti,  making  good  companions,  and  re- 
quiring about  the  same  treatment  as  cacti. 
They  are  easily  grown  from  cuttings  in  the 
summer  months  making  very  showy  plants- 
and  are  worthy  of  trial. 


WfllTTEN  FOB  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 


Care  of   Cacti  in  Winter. 

Spine,  Maryland. 

AT^fHILST  during  the  summer  it  is  very 
~  '  essential  to  give  the  majority  of  cacti 
all  the  heat  from  the  sun  that  you  can, 
whether  in  the  greenhouse  or  open  ground^ 
it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  they  require  the 
same  heat  to  successfully  keep  them  over 
winter,  which  is  their  resting  period,  and  du- 
ring which  time  they  are  in  a  dormant  state. 
Too  much  heat  during  this  period  will  force 
growth  that  must  necessarily  be  delicate  and 
unhealthy,  and  the  spindly  growth  that  is 
produced  when  they  should  really  be  allowed 
rest,  is  unnatural  and  unsightly,  often  spoil- 
ing the  beauty  of  the  plant.  Keeping  them 
cool,  this  is  obviated,  and  when  the  growing 
season  is  at  hand,  the  plant  will  be  in  much 
better  condition,  and  with  proper  treatment 
will  produce  a  natural  and  healthy  growth. 
A  temperature  of  65°  to  70°  during  the  day, 
and  50°  to  55°  during  the  night  has  proven 
very  successful.  A  very  high  temperature  is 
liable  to  make  your  plants  delicate,  and  then 
sudden  changes  in  the  atmosphere  will  be 
very  injurious.  The  writer  in  his  early  ex- 
perience with  cacti,  like  many  others,  fol- 
lowed the  advices  of  too  many,  but  after  care- 
fully familiarizing  with  the  conditions  of  this 
class  of  plants,  has  discovered  that  the  cool 
treatment  during  the  winter  months  has 
proven  the  most  suucessful.  Of  course,  the 
florist  who  has  his  plants  to  sell,  keeps  them 
growing  continually,  because  the  larger  the 
plant,  the  better  price  it  will  command,  and 
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then  his  greenhouses  are  purposely  con- 
structed to  grow  them,  while  in  the  small  and 
often  overcrowded  structure  of  the  amateur 
conditions  for  forcing  growth  in  winter  are 
very  unfavorable  ;  and  often  the  amateur  is 
keeping  his  plauts  in  an  ordinary  living  room 
or  even  in  a  cellar. 

Under  the  cool  treatment  during  Winter, 
the  watering  of  all  cactaceous  plants  requires 
thoughtful  consideration  Keeping  them  dry 
and  cool  will  prevent  this  unnatural  growth 
spoken  of  in  the  forepart  of  this  article,  but 
a  little  judgment  must  be  exercised,  for  Phy- 
locactus,  Rhipsalis,  Epiphyllums,  and  others 
•on  account  of  their  slender  growth  require  a 
little  moisture  occasionally  to  sustain  them, 
while  the  globular  sorts  may  be  carried  over 
■winter  without  watering.  Your  correspond- 
ent kept  a  lot  of  Echinocacti  and  Echinocerei 
over  winter  in  a  light,  dry  cellar  set  up  in  a 
box  of  straw,  not  even  planted,  and  no  water 
for  7  months,  and  then  planted  them  in  a 
■cactus  bed,  and  they  thrived  excellently. 

Keep  your  plants  in  a  light  place,  exposed 
to  the  morning  sun,  if  possible,  during  the 
winter,  keeping  out  cold  air  and  frost  and 
with  careful  watering  you  can  successfully 
■carry  your  plants  over  winter. 


■  WRITTEN   FOR     THE   CACTUS  JOURN*! 


WRITTEN  FOR  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 

GRAFTING  CACTI. 

MRS.  M.\RV  H.  H.\NNA,  TI:X.\S. 

TTHIS  can  be  done  at  any  time,  when  stock 
'      and  graft  are  in  growing  condition. 

Take  for  your  stock  some  of  the  stiff,  up- 
right srrowinH  members  of  the  cactus  family, 
say  Cereus  variabilis, triangulaiis.colubriuus 
or  splendens.  Take  a  piece  from  6  to  12  in. 
in  length,  set  it  out  in  sand  until  well  rooted, 
pot  it,  and  when  thorough-  established  pre- 
pare your  graft  from  some  of  a  drooping  habit 
of  vigorous  growth,  such  as  Cereus  flagelli- 
formis,  or  Hpipli\llum  trunctalum 
"Lobster  or  Crab  Claw  cactus". 

With  a  sharp  penknife  trim  the 
skin  offthe  lower  end  of  the  graft 
about  V  of  an  inch,  making  it  wedge 
shape.  If  for  columnar  stock  make 
"an  insertion  through  the  center  as 
shown  in  engraving  ;  if  stock  is  var- 
iabilis or  triangularis  make  an  in- 
sertion in  each  of  the  corners  of  the 
stock,  large  enough  to  receive  the 
graft,  and  put  one  in  each  of  the 
insertions.  Secure  the  graft  to  the  stock  by 
pinning  them  with  a  cactus  spine.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  it  is  nearly  always  necessary  to 
tie  a  siring  of  soft  cloth  around  the  end  of 
the  stock  to  force  ihe  lips  of  the  cut  to  fit 
closely  around  the  graft.     This  is  important 


A  Few  Needed   ''Stickers"  to 
Questioners. 

When  asking  the  editor  of  the  Journal  ques- 
tions about  your  Cacti,  it  will  be  of  great  as- 
sistance to  him,  if  the  following  rules  are 
observed  : 

■1st-  Give  the  scientific  name  of  the  plant. 
2d. — If  you  do  not  know  the  scientific  name, 

give  one  or  more  of  the  common  names 

by  which  it  is  known. 
3d.  —  If  you  cannot  give  any  names,  describe 

the  plant. 
4th— Give  size  of  plant,  size  of  pot,  the  kind 

soil,  and  the  treatment  you  have  been 

giving  it. 
So  many  persons  in  making  inquiries  about 
Cacti,   simply   say   "What  is  the  reason  my 
Cactus  does  not  bloom"  failing  to  give   .".i\v 
name   or  suggestion   to    help   the   editor   to 
answer  it.      By  observing  these  simple  sug-, 
gestious  you  will  get  a  correct  and  valuable 
answer  much  sooner. 
Oct.  '94.  A  Cactus  Crank. 


■^  Persons  interested  in  the  growing  of 
all  plants  of  a  succulent  character  should 
subscribe  to  Thk  Baltimore  Cactus  Jour- 
NAL.  It  is  the  only  paper  of  its  kind  pub- 
lished in  the  United   States. 


Epiphyn\un  ami  r'la'.:eUi  101  mis  grafted 
on  Cereus  CoUilirimis. 

Keep  the  soil  moderately  moist,  to  keep 
the  plant  in  a  growing;  condition.  Keep  all 
shoots  on  the  stock  pinched  off,  and  above  all 
do  not  let  any  water  gel  into  the  newlv-made 
graft,  which  will  prevent  them  from  uniting. 
This  .at  least  has  been  mv  experience.  In  the 
course  of  a  month  your  grafts,  or  possibly  not 
more  that  one  will  begin  to  grow  off.  Do  not 
be  discouraged  if  the  graft  seems  to  dry  up 
as  long  as  there  is  the  sli.ghtest  life  connect- 
iuy  graft  and  stock,  which  may  grow  and  de- 
velop a  fine  plant.  Here  the  C.  flagelliformis 
and  K  truiictatum  both  do  better  grafted 
than  on  their  own  roots.  I  would  recommend 
to  amateurs  to  experiment  on  these  varieties 
first,  as  they  will  be  more  successful  than 
with  echinocacti  and  mamillarias,  but  com- 
mon sense,  with  a  little  experience  will  soon 
teach  them  how  to  handle  these. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 

Editor  Baltimore  Cactus  Journai,: 

Dear  Sir  : — I  notice  in  No.  4  of  the  Jour- 
nal, an   article   on    Anhaloniuuis,  where  the 

-writer  states  that  thus  far  three  species  are 
known.  This  is  erroneous,  as  the  genus 
Anhalonium  is  already  represented  hy  at 
least    seven    well    defined    species,   five     of 

■which  are  exclusively  found  in  Mexico, 
namely,  A.  Prisniaticum,  A.  Areolosuni, .  A. 
Sulcatum,  A.  Elongatuni,  A.  Lewinii,  while 
A.  Williamsii  and  A  Fissuratum  occur  in  the 
United  States. 

As  to  culture,  my  experience  has  convinced 
me  that  here  in  the  North,  (Western  Penn- 
sylvania) only  A.  Williamsii  and  its  near 
relative  A.  Lewinii  can  be  brought  to  bloom 
under  ordinary  facilities,  all  the  other  spe- 
cies   require    either    the    temperature   of  a 

^reen  house,  or  would  not  bloom  at  all.  As  a 
livingornament,  however,  A.  Fissuratum  and 
A.  Prisniaticum  deserve,  decidedly,  a  place 

•in  every  collection,  and  will  with  proper  care 

•keep  in  good  condition  for  a  long  time. 

C.  H.  Z.,M.  D.,  Penna. 

Bditor  Cactus  Journal  : 

I  write  these  few  lines  to  thank  you  for  the 
answers  to  my  questions.  There  was  one 
more  that  I  intended  to  ask,  but  I  see  it  was 
asked  by  C.  Maryland,  so  I  waited  for  the 
answer.  In  the  August  and  November  num- 
bers I  read  the  answer.  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
■words  in  regard  to  those  answers.  I  had 
a  Rainbow,  a  small  one,  which  had  not 
"bloomed,  I  gave  it  too  much  water  at  first, 
and  it  dried  up  inside  like  C's  of  Maryland. 
I  procured  another  and  looked  up  informa- 
tion on  cactus  in  a  floral  paper  to  which  I 
subscribe,  and  found  this  sentence  :  "Pot 
your  plants  and  water  well  once,  and  leave 
them  alone  until  they  begin  to  grow".  I 
followed  these  instructions,  and  lost  plant 
No.  2  quicker  than  the  first.  I  think  it  is 
watering  too  much  before  they  are  estab- 
lished, and  not  old  age  as  your  correspondent 
in  the  November  number  says,  as  my  plants 

were  young  ones. 

W.  F.,  Lowell. 


Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

Dear  Sir:  — In  the  August  number  of  the 
Journal,  I  see  you  advise  keeping  Cacti  in 
•small  pots.  While  I  believe  that  is  best  for 
young  plants  and  for  many  other  varieties,  I 
think    there  are    some  varieties    that  need 


more  soil  and  more  room  for  their  roots  than 
others.  This,  I  think,  is  especially  true  of 
the  Phyllocactus.  I  have  given  each  of  my 
old  Phyllos  a  five  gallon  oil  can  to  itself,  and 
such  growths  on  cactus  I  never  saw.  P.  Spe- 
ciosissimus  has  30  new  branches  this  season 
from  10  to  20  inches  in  length.  P.  Latifrons 
has-  a  new  stalk  4  ft.  tall  with  several  leaves. 
It  may  hinder  their  blooming  for  a  season, 
but  what  grand  plan's  they  will  be  when 
they  do  bloom  ?  It  h-is  not  hurt  P.  Acker- 
manni  a  bit ,  for  it  is  setting  thick  for  bloom. 
I  pruned  them  back  when  repotting,  both  top 
and  root. 

I  saw  the  question  about  the  'yellow  spots' 
on  cacti,  but  have  not  seen  that  anyone  has 
told  the  cause  or  suggested  a  remedy  to  pre- 
vent it.  I  have  had  some  trouble  with  this 
disease  among  my  globular  sorts.  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  know  ihe  cause. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  PATTERSON,  Cal. 


Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

Dear  Sir  :  — I  have  received  the  Journal 
and  think  it  very  interesting  and  instructive. 
I  would  like  to  tell  the  floral  sisters  that  wish 
to  know  what  to  do,  to  have  cactus  to  bloom. 
I  plant  them  in  good  rich  soil  with  some  clean 
sand  mixed  in.  I  then  find  out  their  bloom- 
ing season,  keeping  them  in  good  growing 
condition  until  a  couple  of  months  before 
blooming  time,  and  water  sparingly,  if  at  all 
for  4  or  6  weeks  prior,  until  buds  appear.  I 
then  treat  same  as  geranium  or  other  plants, 
and  when  blooming  water  regularly.  By  this 
treatment  I  have  had  good  success  with  most 
of  my  cacti,  especially  the  Cer.  fiagelliformis, 
epiphyllums,  phyllocacti,  lace  cactus,  and 
several  varieties  of  the  opuntias. 

Mrs.  a.  R.  Burger,  low  a. 

The  Baltimore  Cactus  Society  with  its 
last  meeting  closes  the  fifth  year  of  its  exis- 
tence, and  a  resolution  was  ofTered  and 
unanimously  passed  that  the  5th  anniversary 
be  celebrated  byan  entertainment  and  ban- 
quet at  as  an  early  date  as  arrangements  can 
be  made,  and  the  members  can  rest  assured 
with  the  committee  having  the  matter  in 
'charge  that  a  pleasant  evening  may  be  looked 
for  and  a  palatable  menu  provided  for  the 
satisfying  of  the  inner  man. 


^^Send  us  the  name  of  a  friend  who  is  in- 
terested in  Cacti  and  Succulent  plants, 
and  we  will  send  him  a  sample  copy  of 
the  Journal. 
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ANS"WERS. 
A.  J.,  Reading. — Kpiphj-llums  are  found  in 
Southern  California,  Mexico,  Japan  and  the 
northern  part  of  Au-tralia  ;  they  grow  in 
partially  shaded  places.  They  must  be  kept 
dry  during  their  season  of  rest — only  large 
specimens  plants  of  the  large  leaved  specie 
need  a  little  water,  just  enough  to  keep  the 
leaves  from  becoming  too  dry.  Any  kind  of 
manure  can  be  used,  provided  the  same  is 
well  rotted,  and  thoroughly  mixed  in  with 
the  soil.  Sheep  manure  is  very  good,  but  it 
must  be  dried  in  the  sun,  and  pulverized, 
after  which  you  can  mix  it  with  the  soil  but 
do  not  use  too  much. 

W.  C.  W.,  Pa.— The  best  way  to  keep  eche- 
verias  in  a  healthy  and  growing  condition,  is 
in  a  well-drained  hot  bed,  situated  in  sunny 
position  ;  should  your  collection  of  echeve- 
rias  be  small,  you  can  keep  them  on  a  shelf, 
in  a  room  with  sunny  exposure  If  they  are 
potted,  do  not  let  the  soil  become  hard,  but 
stirr  it  up  occasionally,  not  injuring  the 
roots,  which  will  benefit  them  very  much. 

Miss  J.  C,  New  York. —The  Opuntia  My- 
crodaysis  is  perhaps  kept  in  a  damp  or  too 
shady  position  ;  also  the  soil  may  not  be 
properly  drained. 

E.  B.,  Conn. — Your  Phyllocactus  Latifrous 
must  be  repotted  by  all  means,  the  soil  lias 
become  sour  ;  give  good  soil  and  put  it  in  a 
ten  inch  pot,  with  plenty  drainage.  The  cut- 
ting back  of  cactus  plants  depend  altogether 
upon  the  variety  ;  Epiphyllnms,  Opuntias, 
and  some  Cereus  can  be  cut  back,  and  kept 
in  shape  ;  the  cutting  back  of  a  cactus  is  not 
actually  necessary,  and  would  not  recom- 
mend it  to  amateurs,  unless  they  have  had 
some  experience  .  very  often  good  specimen 
plants  have  been  ruined  for  the  sake  of  a 
little  cutting,  which,  after  all,  may  not  grow. 
You  may  repot  all  pot  bound  Phyllos.  next 
spring,  and  put  them  in  the  shade.  Light 
sandy  soil,  with  plenty  of  lieat  and  water  for 
Pereskias  ;  new  plants  can  be  obtained  at 
any  time.  Newly  potted  cactus  plants  need 
not  necessarily  be  shaded,  except  it  be  the 
Kpiphyllum  or  some  tender  varieties  of  Mam- 
illarias  ;  all  small  seedlings  must  be  partially 
shaded,  under  double  glass. 

K.  H.  Broaders,  Waverly. — We  know  of  no 
books  in  the  english  language  treating  on 
Agaves  and  Euphorbias  exclusively.  There 
are  to  be  had  at  great  expense  horticultural 
encyclopedias,  in  which  you  may  find  many 


sorts  of  Agaves  and  Euphorbias.  In  later 
numbers  of  Ihe  Journal  we  will  publish  a  com- 
plete list  of  these  two  varieties  of  plants. 

M.  E.  Rogers —For  grafting  Opuntias  on. 
Opuntias.  would  recommend  experimenting 
with  O.  frutt-scens,  monocantha,  rafinesqui, 
Missouriensisor  Tuna.  The  Opuntia  referred 
to  may  be  the  O.  Leucotricha,  but  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  determine  by  the  spine.  You  better 
send  a  leaf  if  you  can  spare  it.  Peat  is  a 
mixture  of  decayed  wood,  twigs,  leaves  and 
roots  and  fine  surface  sand  found  in  the 
woods,  and  is  good  to  mix  with  soil  for  cacti. 


QUESTIONS. 

Disgusted.  —  Has  anyone  ever  gotten  rid 
of  the  mealy  bug?  If  so,  please  give  the 
modus  operandi. 

L.,  Cumberland.— We  often  hear  the  Eu- 
phorbia Splendens  called  "Crown  of  Thorns" 
Can  you  inform  me  how  it  derived  this  name? 

P.  L.  Y.,  Va.— (I)  Would  all  Opuntias  prove 
hardy  as  far  north  as  Virginia,  if  planted  out 
in  a  sunny,  well  drained  situation,  where  the 
melted  snow  cannot  settle  around  their  roots? 
(2)  Have  the  Opuntias  flowers  of  any  other 
color  than  yellow  and  purple  ? 

Jos.  G.  Barlow,  Mo  —I  should  like  to  know 
whether  it  is  generally  known  how  variable 
the  forms  of  cacti  raised  from  seeds,  or 
planted  in  different  soils  and  aspetls? 

I    have    patches    or    clumps    of   opuntias  • 
planted   about  my  garden,  all   of  the  same 
specie,  yet  no  two  clumps  are  alike,  either  as 
to  form,  size  of  sections  of  stems,  or  number 
and  size  of  spines. 

I  have  also  seedlings  of  this  same  specie, 
raised  out  of  doors,  as  well  as  in  pots,  and  in 
the  house.  Is  it  not  possible  that  Cactus 
Cranks  may  have  one  species  or  variety  un- 
der a  variety  of  forms  and  names  ? 

COMMUNICATION. 

Last  Spring  I  purchased  a  Pilocereus 
Senilis,  the  'Old  Man"  Cactus.  It  was  in 
good  condition  when  received.  The  cactus 
"was  a  dried  plant,  three  to  four  inches  high. 
I  potted  in  a  four  inch  pot  in  clear  sand,  aud 
provided  perfect  drainage  of  charcoal  and 
pebbles  I  gave  water  when  I  thought  it 
needed,  and  that  was  not  often.  I  only  had 
the  soil  moist  at  anv  lime.  I  gave  it  full  sun- 
sliine,  and  it  seemed  to  be  growing  nicely 
until  examining  it  I  saw  it  had  begun  to  look 
black  above  the  soil,  and  discovered  a  mealy 
bug  on  it  where  it  was  dark.  It  still  decayed 
after  the  mealv  bug  was  removed.  I  then 
took  a  knife  aiid  cut  off  the  decayed  part  and 
dried  it  in  the  sun,  then  potted  it  again.  It 
continued  to  decay,  and  soon  died.  The 
plant  had  maile  new  roots  and  they  looked 
healthy,  but  the  base  of  the  plant  was  de- 
caved  some.  The  question  is  ihis  :  Did  the 
mealv  bug  start  the  plant  to  decay,  or  what 
caused  the  plant  to  die  ? 

Miss  Anna  Pratt,  Iowa. 
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NEW  AND  REMARKABLE,  . 
^         ■■  — iPi^— «»■ 

THE  CALIFORNIA  GRIZZLY  BEAR  CACTUS. 

(Not  yel  named  by  science^ 

A  plant  rivaling  Pilocereus  Senilis 
in  the  length  and  quantity  of  coarse 
tawny  white  hair,  3  to  5  inches  long, 
covering  the  entire  plant.  Joints  4 
to  6  inches  long,  by  mail $1.50 

Opantia  Tesselata  Denudata  Cristata. 

A  beautiful  and  curious  form,  50c  to  $ 

CactQs  Radiosus  Alversonii-Coulter. 

The  "Fox  Tail  Cactus,"  a  very  desira- 
ble Mamillaria,  new $1.50 

Photos  of  any  or  all  of  the  above  plants  free  to 
intending  purchasers. 

San  Bernadino, 
California. 


'1 


A.  H.  ALVERSON. 


I, 


I 


SUBSCRIBE  TO 

Tlie^KBaltiinore^KCactDs^Jomal. 

50  CENTS  PER  YEAR. 

THE  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  SOCIETY. 

Organized  18S9.     .^^    Incorporated  1S90. 

Active    Membership. 

Entrance  fee,  |i.oo 

Dues,    $2i  °o   per   year. 

Honorary  Membership  Fee,   $5.00  per  year. 

FRED.   W.    LANTZ.   SECRETARY, 

112  N.  POPPLETON  Street. 

Baltimore,  Md. 


1797. 


Baltimore  centennial. 


1897. 


Exposition  from  May  15th  to  November  15th,  1897 


Population  verging  on  600,000 

Nearly  100,000  Increase  in  Four  Years. 

$62,000,000  Manufacturing  Increase. 

275  Miles  Electric   and   Cable  Street  Car   Lines. 

100,000  Busy  People  in  Factories  alone. 

$41,000,000  in  Savings  Banks. 

$40,000,000  Annually  Paid  Out  in  Factories  Alone. 

Oyster  Product  over  11,000,000  Bushels   Aunually. 

Twenty  Lines  of  Ocean  Stearaers. 

Seat  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  &  Woman's 

College. 

Seat  of  the  Roman    Catholic   Hierarchy. 

Seat  of  Peabody  Institute. 

Educational  Institutions  and  Libraries  Unsurpassed 

the  United  States. 

Strongest  Banks  in  the  World. 

ANDTHEHOMEOFTHEON 


Best  and  Biggest  Harbor. 
Most  Beautiful  Parks  in  the  Country. 
Perfect  Hospitals. 
On  all  Southern.  Western  and  Eastern  Trunk  Lines. 
Second  Largest  Grain  Shipments  in  America. 
Finest  Manufacturing  Facilities  in  the  World. 
Largest  Number  of  Savings  Institution  in  America. 
Supply  Depot  for  and  Natural  Outlet  to  the  Entire 
South. 
Natural  Outlet  for  Trans-.\tlantic  Exports. 
Inexhaustible  and  Best  Water  Supply  in  America. 
[  Surrounded  by  Richest  Farming  Country  East  of 

[M  the  Alleghanies. 

i„  J^        MostExtensive  Canning  Industries  in  the  World. 

Breweries  and  Distilleries  Equal  to  any  in  the 
United  States. 

LY  CACTUS  JGURNALINTHE  U.S 


ENGRAVING 


BiNiai 


ING.  ^ 
«  «  Si  *  «  ft 

LANTZ  &  ARNOLD,  ^ 


Book  and  Job  PHnters, 

213  E.  Lombard  Street, 
BALTinoRE,  no. 

■K  !K  S!  »  « 
Estimates  Furnished.         Horticultural  C 

PRINTERS  OF  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 


f 

uts.  7 


Trial  Collection.  Blooming  Size  Cacti 

C.  Co 
soni, 
M,  Appl 
Blood 

rieties,   $i  oo.      S 
trial.    Some  larg-e 
Wi2lizenii,    Texeii 
gloraeratus,  etc.    Never  so  cheap, 
CURT.  K.  PLUME,  "Cactus  Crank,"  MILTON,  WIS. 


DC  all  by  exp.  $i.oo.  Sample,  i.sc,  13  va-  Jl 
SaHsfaction  Guaranteed.  Give  me  a  ^ 
o-e  Specimen  Cacti  at  half  price.  E-  ft 
censis,   Horizonthalonius,     E.  C    Con-  4 


great  variety 

Received  highest  award  at  World's  Fair,   Chicago,  '93, 

Illustrated  Catalogue  Free. 

ANNA  B.  NICKELS,  l°i';iAo.^ °re'lk«. 


Chas.  Hamnton,„^f  LORisT*.^ 

'Waverlft  Baltimore,  Hd 

Cacti,  Agaves,  Aloes,  Gasterias,  Haworthias, 
Mesembrianthemums,  Echeveria's,  etc. 
Seedling Cereus,  fitie  plants,  50  to  |i,oo 

Cereus  Harailtonii,  $1  and  upwards. 
Collections  put  up  at  various  prices.    Send  for  particu- 
lars, stating  amount. 

CACTI.    *  SUCCULENTS. 

We  have  a  fine  collection  of  novelties  and  rarities 
from  the  South  Coast  California  Islands,  the  Great 
South-west  and  Mexico  ;  besides  many  other  sorts 
OAOTI, 
AGAVES, 
YUCCAS, 
ECHEVERIAS, 
COTYLEDONS, 
Many  of  these  not  listed  by  any  others  in  the  woi  Id. 
Send  for  Price  List. 

I  ORCUTT  SEED  AND  PLANT  COMPANY, 

Lyon  &  Cobbe,  Managers, 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. 


iAAA4 


W*;teftjf 


WILLIAM  TELL,  Austin,  Tex. 

FINE  DIFFERENT  CACTI, 

Prices  very  Low.         send  for  Free  Catalogue. 

LIVING  ROCK  CACTUS  25  Cents  Bach. 

TEXAS  BULBS  Cheap. 


Floral  Offer. 

I  Cactus  E.  Eyriesii, 


For  fifty  (50)  cents  we  will 
icud  post  paid 
I  Carnation  Lizzie  McGowan. 
I  Begonia  Pres.  Carnot,      i  Argente.l  (  uttata, 
1  Gilsoni,    i  Fuchsoides  Coccinea,    i  Water  Hyacinth 
SI. 25  worth  of  plants  50c. 

JOHN  L.  ARMSTRONG, 
Box  15.  Lakewood,  R.  I. 


/^jip4.|  Three  native  plants   25   cents.     Silver. 

Native  Crocus — three  for  10  cents. 

Mrs.  ALTA  SCOTT, 
Box  294.  BOULDER,  COLO. 


Decorative  Plants. 
Artistic  Floral  Arrangements. 
36  W.  Lexington  St.,  Baltimore. 


0?"We  respect- 
fully request  our 
read  ers  to  men  ti  on 
The  Baltimore 
Cactus  Journal 
wh^n  correspond- 
ing with  our  ad- 
vertizers,^^ 


Choice  Cacti. 


I  make  a  business  of  sup- 
plying Choice  Collections 
at  reasonable  prices.  4  sample  plants  for  25  cents  in 
stamps. 

MRS.  FRANCIS  BRIGHT, 

VAN  RAUB,  TEXAS. 


SOME  BARE  CACTI.    • 


E.  Electracanthus  haemathecautlius, 
E.  Lancifer,  .  .  .  . 

E.  C.  Cinarensis, 

M.  Impexicoma,  -  .  .  . 

M.  Sanguinea, 
M.  No.  81,  new, 
i  Pilocereus  Senilis  6  to  8  inch, 
The  collection  of  7,  prepaid. 


fi  00 
I  00 
75 
75 
I  00 
I  00 
I  00 
5  00 


S  00 


Beginner's   Collection   of   20  different 
blooming  size  Cacli, 

■t  Amateur's  Collection  of  40  different 
Cacti,  including  E.  McDowelli  and 
other  rare  plants, 

•; 

■'        All   prices  include  prepayment.     Remit  in 
Express  Money  Order  on  New  York. 

iMcDOWELL-GUAJARDO  HNOS., 

Monterey,  Mexico. 
yyvyv^H.'  v  v  v  v  v  v  ;■  v  v  :•  v  ■■■  •^.♦yw 


Choice  Cultivated  Cacti  Cheap. 

5  large  two  year  old  named  cacti,  50  ceuts. 

3  large  blooming  size  Calla  Bulbs.  50  cents. 
A  fine  named  Echeveria  with  each  $1.00  order. 
MRS.  M.  E.  PATTERSON, 

GLEMDALE,  CAL. 


RARE  CACTUS  (TOO  Sorts.) 
BOOK  ON  CACTUS  AND  RARE  PLANTS. 

116   PAGES,  FULL  OF   ENGRAVINGS.      10  CENTS. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  Free. 
A.  BLANC  &  CO.,    Philadelphia. 
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WRITTEN  fOR  THE    CACTUS  JOURXAC 

Some  of  the  Experiences  of  a 
Cacti  Collector. 

Mrs.  Anna  B.  Nicki-ls.  Tkxas. 

ON  my  last  trip  into  Mexico  collecting 
Catli,  I  stopped  at  a  small  station  on 
the  railway,  and  hired  from  one  of  the  na- 
tives, after  much  difficulty,  three  burros 
(donkeys)  with  pack-saddles,  and  a  man  to 
take  care  of  them,  and  another  to  do  the 
heavy  work.  We  started  from  the  station 
at  five  o'clock  in  tiie  morning,  each  one  of 
us  mounted  oft  a  donkey,  arriving  at  the 
base  of  a  large  mouutaiu  range  at  about  half 
past  eight  o'clock,  a  distance  of  ten  miles  ; 
we  dismounted  and  started  on  foot  to  see 
what  could  be  found.  The  Mexicans  brought 
me  samples  of  diflferent  cacli,  and  I  started 
them  collecting  the  varieties  I  desired,  such 
as  Mam.  Fulvispina  (Beguiiii),  Mam.  Fuscala 
(Leonat,  Mam.  rectinala,  Mam.  Micromeris, 
Ecbino.  Bicolor  and  Echiuo.  Horizontha- 
lonius,  these  being  the  varieties  brought  to 
me,  after  instructing  them  to  collect  only 
perfe(5\  plauts  of  each  of  the  different  va- 
rieties, I  went  on  npthe  mountains  prospe<5\- 
ing  for  new  varieties.  I  had  climbed  to  a 
great  height  without  finding  anything  new, 
when  all  of  a  sudden,  I  saw  to  one  side  on 


a  slope  some  plauts  which  seemed  to  me  to 
lie  the  Mam.  Fulvispina  (Beguini),  but  on 
closer  inspection  I  noticed  that  they  grew 
larger  in  diameter,  and  not  so  tall  ;  also  that 
they  had  long  yellowish  centre  spine  or 
spines,  which  protruded  beyond  the  regular 
silver-white  spines.  This  I  at  once  saw  was 
entirely  new  tome,  and  1  thought  I  had  se- 
cured a  new  mamillaria,  but  I  subsequently 
found  this  to  be  the  Echinocaclus  named  by 
"Rebut"  McDowelli  ;  after  finding  the  above 
I  still  continued  climbing  for  a  long  time, 
and  had  climbed  nearly  to  the  summit  of  the 
mountain,  and  was  beginning  to  feel  very 
much  fatigued  and  discour.nged,  when  I  found 
what  amply  rewarded  me  fur  my  trouble  in 
the  form  of  anew  Agave,  and  although  I  have 
not  been  able  to  have  it  named,  yet,  I  think 
that  it  will  prove  a  far  more  desirable  plant 
than  the  Agave  Vi(5\oria  Regina,  having 
wider  and  more  distinct  markings,  the.  under 
side  of  the  leaf  being  crossed  and  recrossed 
by  the  broad  white  lines,  making  a  beautiful 
contrast.  It  is  also  different  Irom  the  Vic- 
toria Regina  in  that  the  spines  are  very 
black,  and  the  center  spine  with  the  three 
corner  or  edije  spines  do  not  come  np 
separately,  but  are  all  conncrted  and  form 
one  solid  black  base,  whereas  the  Viifloria 
Regina  has  a  ivhite  base  from  which  the  light 
brown  spines  protrude. 
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It  began  to  get  late  iu  the  afternoon  by 
this  time,  I  therefore  called  the  men,  and  we 
collecfled  about  one  hundred  plants  of  this, 
to  me,  new  and  distinCl  Agave,  after  which 
the  plants  were  packed  iu  bags  and  baskets 
and  loaded  on  the  backs  of  the  donkej'S,  and 
we  started  back  to  the  station  on  foot,  there 
being  no  chance  to  ride,  as  the  animals  were 
well  loaded  with  cafti,  the  agaves  being  tied 
on  on  top  of  the  loads  to  prevent  the  spines 
from  being  broken.  Shortly  after  starting 
on  our  return  it  commenced  to  rain,  keeping 
up,  and  as  there  was  no  shelter  we  plodded 
along  in  the  rain  and  mud  for  nearly  eight 
miles,  arriving  at  the  station  at  about  eight 
o'clock  at  night,  soaking  wet  and  muddy 
from  head  to  foot,  nearly  chilled  through 
with  cold,  and  oh,  so  weary,  but  I  would  have 
undergone  the  same  work  and  discomfort 
over  again  to  have  procured  the  agave  alone, 
not  to  count  the  many  other  beautiful  plants 
I  secured. 


Me  CACTUS  JOURNi 


HOW  TO  HAKE  A  GOOD  SOIL. 

CARROLL,   B.4LTIMORE. 

'T'O  be  successful  in  the  growing  of  plants 
'  and  flowers,  it  is  always  necessary  to 
keep  on  hand  a  good  soil,  which  can  be  ob- 
tained with  very  little  cost,  and  is  within  the 
reach  of  most  anyone.  In  the  Fall,  when  the 
first  heavy  frost  makes  its  appearance,  cut 
down  all  old  vines  and  plants,  together  with 
decayed  leaves,  half  rotted  chips  and  dirt, 
which  can  usuall}-  be  found  in  the  garden  ; 
place  this  rubbish  together  in  the  form  of  a 
mound,  alternating  with  layers  of  half-rotted 
leaves,  saw-dust  and  chips  from  the  wood 
pile,  cellar  sweepings,  &c.,  each  layer  to  be 
4  to  6  inches  in  depth,  with  one  or  several 
inches  of  soil  to  hasten  decomposition.  Du- 
ring the  summer  you  inay  plant  any  pretty 
vine  over  this,  which  will  look  quite  orna- 
mental, and  answering  two  purposes  at  the 
same  time.  In  the  Fall  after  removing  the 
vines,  stir  up  the  mound,  turning  it  over  and 
over  with  a  fork  or  spade,  when  you  will  find 
that  it  is  well  rotted,  with  the  exception 
probabl}- of  the  coarse  chips.  Run  this  mix- 
ture through  a  coarse  seive,  mixing  sand 
with  the  soil.  For  a  few  hours  of  toil,  you 
will  have  a  quantity  of  soil  that  anything  will 
grow  in,  and  which  will  amplj'  repay  you  for 
your  trouble.  This  is  also  very  good  for  start- 
ing seeds  of  any  kind. 


THE  WILD  ROSE. 

ROSA  CLAXDA. 

"A  rose  embowered 

la  its  own  green  leaves 

By  warm  winds  deflowered, 

'Till  the  scent  it  gives 

Makes  faint  with  too  much  sweet  these 

heavj'  winged  thieves.— shelly  , 

■IT  rHAT  flower  is  so  universally  loved  and 
'  ~  admired  as  the  rose?  It  is  nearer  to 
us  than  any  other.  In  olden  times  it  was 
held  sacred,  the  Greeks  and  Romans  never 
omitted  it  as  the  crowning  ornament  of  their 
feasts.  One  Roman  Emperor  astonished  his 
guests  by  showering  rose  leaves  upon  them 
from  the  ceiling  of  his  banquet  hall. 

The  English  early  took  it  as  their  national 
flower.  Tbe  classic  poets  never  wearied  of 
singing  the  praises  of  the  rose.  In  the  lays 
of  the  Troubadours,  rose  and  nightingale 
were  ever  united  in  the  songs  addressed  to 
fair  women.  Every  English  bard,  from 
Chaucer  to  Swinburne,  has  lauded  "the 
Queen  of  Flowers."  But  the  rose,  whether 
we  think  of  it  as  the  gorgeous  "La  France'' 
or  the  "Perle  de  Jardine,"  products  of  centur- 
ies of  cultivation,  or,  as  the  wild  sweet  hedge 
flower  cannot  be  over  praised.  Our  native 
roses  are  unrivaled  in  ttfe  world  ;  their 
blossoms  with  the  five  pink  petals  circ- 
ling the  golden  center,  nestling  among  the 
dark  green  leaves,  are  very  visions  of  beauty. 
Then  when  the  petals  have  long  fallen,  and 
the  Summer  is  waning, 

*'Scarlet  retries  tell  where  bloomed  the  sweet 
wild  rose." 

WRITTEN    FOR  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 

Propagating  Roses.    Striking  Cuttings. 

C.   L.   S.,   BALTIMORE 

NO  DIFFICULTY  IN  STRIKING  ROSE 
CUTTINGS. 

THE  Noisette,  Bourbon  and  Tea  Roses  will 
readily  root  in  the  window  of  the  sitting 
room,  if  placed  in  a  pot  of  clean  sharp  sand, 
kept  constantly  damp.  In  order  to  maintain 
a  moist  air  about  the  cuttings,  and  thus  pre- 
vent much  evaporation  before  roots  are 
formed,  it  is  a  great  advantage  to  cover  them 
with  a  glass.  This  can  be  done  by  inverting 
a  common  tumbler  over  the  cuttings,  resting 
it  on  the  soil  just  inside  of  the  rim  of  the  pot; 
but  better  still  is  a  bell  glass,  under  which 
several  small  pots  can  be  placed.  Bell  glasses 
can  be  procured  at  a  moderate  cost,  but  when 
these  are  not  attainable,  the  clever  amateur 
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■will  adapt  tbe  tumbler,  the  broken  fruit-jar, 
the  cracked  fish-globe,  or  other  pieces  of 
glass-ware  suitable  to  the  service. 

The  most  favorable  condiiion  of  the  wood 
is  very  important  to  be  considered  in  makini; 
the  cuttings,  this  exists  at  the  lime  the  shoot 
has  fiuislied  its  growth,  or  just  completed  its 
flowering. 

It  was  formerly  supposed  necessary,  to 
make  all  cuttings  at  the  base  of  a  bud,  and 
many  gardeners  still  follow  this  practice;  but 
the  best  propagators  uow  disregard  this  idea, 
and  make  the  cutting  just  above  the  bud,  in 
this  way  every  bud  supplies  a  cutting,  so  that 
twice  as  many  cuttings  can  be  made  from  the 
same  amount  of  wood  by  the  new  method, 
and  they  are  found  to  strike  root  quite  as 
freely.  The  Hybrid  perpetual  and  tlie  Moss 
roses  are  very  much  more  diflicult  to  strike, 
and  they  cannot  be  propagated  successfully 
without  bottom  lieat — to  this  end  the  florist 
and  the  nurseryman  construct  propagating 
houses,  with  beds  heated  by  pipes  with  water 
flowing  through  them  to  keep  up  a  steady 
heat  to  encourage  the  production  of  the  roots 
in  advance  of  the  growth  of  the  stem.  In 
beds  thus  artificially  heated  are  propagated 
nearly  all  kinds  of  plants,  even  cuttings  that 
strike  root  easily  without  bottom  heat 
will  send  out  their  roots  tnuch  quicker  in 
such  a  place.  In  a  small  way  this  method  is 
imitated  by  the  use  of  a  frame,  similar  to  a 
wardian  case,  but  provided  with  a  shallow 
tank  of  water  underneath,  to  be  heated  by 
means  of  a  lamp.  Such  an  apparatus  is  in- 
teresting and  useful  to  one  wishing  to  raise 
plants  more  largely  than  would  be  possible 
with  pots  or  bell-glasses. 

A  NEW  YEAR'S  RESOLUTION. 

Hoxu  many  Cactus  Cranks  7eil/  sign  this? 


I,  earnestly  resolve  to  do  all  I  can 

during  this  year  to  induce  one,  if  not  more 
persons  to  add  Cafli  to  their  colletlions  of 
plants,  endeavoring  to  arouse  an  interest  in 
the  culture  of  Cafti  by  offering  friends  the 
Cactus  Journai,  to  read,  showing  them  any 
new  or  rare  plants  I  may  obtain,  and  by  giv- 
ing away  freely  any  plants  or  cuttings  I  can 
spare  from  my  collection. 

CySend  us  items  of  interest  on  Cacti  and 
kindred  plants  for  publication.  It  is  your 
privilege,  so  avail  yourself  of  the  opportunity 
and  let  us  hear  from  you. 


BITTEN  FOR  THE  C*CTUS  JOUi 


POTTING  CACTI. 

A.  P.,  IOWA. 

^\r HEN  potting  Caai  all  dried  roots  should 
'  '  be  trimmed  off,  use  plenty  of  sand 
and  charcoal,  but  little  or  no  water,  and  roots 
will  form  soon.  Plenty  of  sun  shine  and 
very  little  water  is  the  treatment  Cacti  like. 

February  or  March  is  the  most  suitable 
time  for  repotting,  although  this  may  be 
done  at  all  times  of  the  year.  The  .soil 
should  neither  be  damp  nor  dust  dry,  but  it 
is  best  to  err  on  the  dry  side,  thau  in  the 
other  direftion. 

When  the  plants  are  turned  out  of  their 
pots,  shake  most  of  the  soil  from  the  roots. 
See  that  the  roots  are  spread  out,  and  the 
pots  well  drained.  A  handful  of  sand  put 
direCl;ly  under  the  plant  will  be  found  very 
beneficial. 

I  use  the  pots  large  enough  to  hold  the 
roots  comfortably  for  all  globular  varieties. 

Larger  pots  are  necessary  for  rapid  grow- 
ing sorts,  such  as   Cereuses. 

Many  of  the  CaCli  fail  to  bloom  for  a  sea- 
sou  after  re-potting. 

I  planted  a  hardy  Opnutia  out  in  the  Fall 
(not  having  room  to  winter  in  the  house) 
when  in  the  following  Sptiug  it  had  nine 
blooms  on. 

Editor  Baltimore  Cactus  Journal  : 

Four  years  ago  I  grafted  Epiphyllum  on 
Cereus  Colubrinus,  and  with  perfect  succe.ss, 
so  far  as  grafting  is  concerned.  The  Epi- 
phyllum grew,  and  I  trained  it  to  a  beautiful 
specimen — round  head,  beautiful  form  and 
free  bloomer  ;  but  alas  !  I  find  the  stock,  (C. 
Colubrinus)  has  shrunken  from  it,  too  slender 
to  stand  alone  and  bear  its  burden,  and  I 
can  only  keep  it  in  shape  by  giving  it  strong 
supports.  Now  I  am  convinced  that  the  E. 
growth  is  too  strong  for  the  stock,  and  I 
must  cut  it  out  and  graft  it  on  another  stock. 
Where  is  the  trouble  ?  Has  anyone  else 
this  disappointment?  I  have  one  grafted  on 
Pcreskia  Will  this  one  do  the  same  thing? 
It  is  my  opinion  that  lipipliyllums  are  of  too 
strong  a  growth  for  C.  Colubrinus  ;  and  yet 
that  too  is  a  strong  and  rapid  grower,  and  I 
have  used  it  much,  for  grafting  on  that  ac- 
count. 

I  have  an  Kchinopsis  that  is  nearly  forty 
years  old,  and  blooms  regularly  in  its  season; 
but  two  years  ago  it  commenced  to  get  rusty 
spots  on  it.  I  repotted  last  March,  but  it 
still  has  more.  What  can  the  trouble  be  ? 
Ct.  Mrs.  W. 
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The  Night  Blooming  Cereus. 


C.  L.  S.,  BALTIMORE 


pROM  the  number  of  inquiries  received 
■  from  many  of  our  readers,  we  think 
that  they  are  interested  in  the  nij^ht  bloom- 
ing Cereus,  and  these  will  probably  appre- 
ciate the  engraving  here  prest- uted. 

When  not  in  flower,  this  plant  can  hardly  be 
called  ornamental,  unless  it  is  a  large  speci- 
men plant.  They  generally  bloom  during 
the  mouths  of  July  and  August.  I  he 
flower  buds  first  appear  on  the  an- 
gular ribs  of  the  plant  as  small 
white  cotto  ly  bodies, 
the  size  of  a  pin  head,  the 
bud  scales  are  covered 
-with  soft 
■white 
hairs,  ap- 
parently 


Through  the  night  the  flower  diffuses  the 
most  delicate  odor,  but  the  morning  sun  wit- 
nesses, withered  and  faded,  what  was  only 
so  recently  bright  and  beautiful.  We  once 
cut  one  of  the  the  flowers  when  in  perfeflion, 
and  placed  it  on  a  plate  with  water  in  a  stone 
jar  in  the  cellar  and  covered  it  so  as  to  ex- 
clude light,  and  kept  it  in  fair  condition  over 
the  next  day.  it  remained  wide  open,  and 
measured  14  inches. 

Complaints   are   often    made   because  this 
specie  of  plant  blooms  only  ai  night  and  then 
after  closing  not   reopening.      If  it 
were    otherwise    the   Cereus   would 
be   a  common  thing,  and  would  at- 
tract no  attention,  but  as 
it  is,  we   see    very   often 
special    notices   in    daily 
papers 
giving 
accounts 
of    the 


atted 
together. 
The  buds  enlarge 
gradually,  but 
slowly,  at  first  re- 
maining small  for 
a  long  time.  VVith- 
in  a  few  days  of 
their  full  develop- 
ment,they  enlarge 
more  rapidly,  so 
that  it  can  be  told 
almost  to  a  certainty  what  night  they  will 
open  On  the  final  day  they  increase  several 
times  in  size,  and  in  the  fading  twilight  ihev 
unfold  in  their  bnff.colored  sepal-i,  until  the 
snowy  white  petals  stand  revealed,  a  vision 
of  purity.  The  soreading  reflexed  sepals 
form  a  fine  background  from  which  the  petals 
in  lube  form  stand  out  boldly,  gradually  the 
spreading  sepals  form  a  regular  cup  shape. 


blooming  of  a  Ce- 
reus, and  of  it  at 
trading  a  throng 
of  visitors  who  ex- 
press admiration 
ai  nature's  beauty. 
They  al-e  easily 
grown  from  cut- 
tings, which  after 
being  thoroughly  ro.ned,  should  be  planted 
in  a  good  rich  soil,  giving  perfect  drainage. 
During  the  summer  months,  when  exposed 
to  the  sun  water  may  be  given  freely,  but  du- 
ring the  winter  months  keep  dry,  unless  the 
plant  is  kept  in  an  ordinary  living  room  when 
a  little  water  may  be  given  occasionally. 
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THE  CACTUS. 

ERNEST    BRAl'NTON,  CAl.. 

Of  form  grotesque,  and  beauty  rare, 

With  flowerc  ofcvery  hue, 
It  grows  upon  the  desert  waste, 

Where  slcles  are  ever  blue. 

Far  from  the  busy  haunts  of  man. 

And  "boru  to  blush  unseen," 
It  blooms  in  glory  every  Spring; 

The  desert's  "floral  queen." 

Although  deprived  of  everything 
Tliat  other  plants  most  need, 

It  blooms  in  glory  every  Spring  ; 
Nought  can  its  growth  impede. 

O  man  !  would  you  a  lesson  take 

Of  this  persistent  plant! 
TheD  nothing  could  your  purpose  shake 

You'd  never  sav  "I  cant." 


WKITTEM   rO^    TMC   CACTUS  JOUSHAL. 

SPINES  AND  PRICKLES, 

Carp,  Calikornia. 

\  RUSH  of  work  the  past  month  has  coin- 
**  pelled  me  to  postpone  the  list  I  intended 
to  publish  this  month,  but  there  is  plenty  of 
time.  Last  month  I  advised  beginners  to  pro- 
cure their  stock  as  largely  in  the  Spring  as 
they  can  properly  care  for  them.  I  intended  to 
say  ear/y  instead  of  largely,  but  my  meaning 
is  clear,  and  it  is  very  important  advice  too. 
Well,  since  we  have  no  lists  to  offer,  .suppose 
we  browse  around  a  bit  iu  No.  5  of  the  Jour- 
tial,  and  see  what  we  find.  A  Cactus  Crank 
gives  his  directions  for  raising  (.'acti  from 
seed,  but  he  omits  the  most  important  infor 
mation,  and  that  is  the  temperature,  which 
should  be  about  eighty  (80°)  degrees,  I  have 
had  good  success  by  sowing  the  seed  in  an 
eartheu-ware  seed-pan,  which  you  can  get 
wherever  pots  are  sold,  and  plunging  the  pan 
in  the  sand  on  the  propagating  bench.  .Suc- 
cess depends  mainly  upon  keeping  the  tem- 
perature and  the  degree  of  moisture  as  even 
as  possible. 

I  am  forced  to  differ  with  the  advice  to  give 
Cacti  fresh  soil  every  year.  Mine  would  not 
bloom  under  that  treatment.  I  find  pot-bound 
plants  are  benefited  by  removing  a  part  of 
the  soil  on  top,  replacing  with  soil  somewhat 
richer  than  before.  Many  sorts  of  cacti  re- 
sent having  their  roots  interfered  with  and 
unless  absolutely  necessary  on  account  of 
their  size  I  defer  repotting  until  forced  to.  A 
/Ain  top  dressing  of  well  rotted  sheep  manure 
is  good  for  most  kinds. 


Mrs.  J.  C's  O.  Microdasys  is  evidently  suf- 
fering from  lack  of  vigor.  If  the  lady  will 
inspect  first  for  worm,  and  then  encourage 
the  plant  lightly  with  some  fertilizer  she  will 
get  broad  joints  of  that  lovely  green  and 
gold.  If  possible  give  more  sun  and  a 
warnK  r  place. 

There  is  a  crying  demand  for  a  new  work 
on  cacti,  which  should  be  made  broad  enough 
to  include  all  succulents,  Agaves,  Aloes,  etc. 
Who  will  write  it?  Doubtless  concerted 
efforts  on  the  part  of  cactus  lovers  in  each 
town  or  city  that  boast  a  good  sized  library, 
would  induce  the  custodians  to  buy  .some 
works  of  reference,  thus  placing  them  where 
they  could  readily  be  consulted. 

The  dwarfish  sorts  of  Agaves  and  Aloes  are 
rapidly  coming  to  the  front  and  will  be  much 
more  used  when  better  known.  Desirable 
sorts  of  Agaves  are,  first  of  all,  the  Victoria 
Regina,  Gilbeyi  and  Stricta.  Maculata,  syn- 
onym. Maculosa  is  a  very  pretty  dwarf  bulb- 
ous rooted  one,  and  cheap  too.  Some  of  the 
rarer  only  lately  offered  I  hope  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  describing  later. 

A  new  candidate  for  our  favor  (and  pocket 
books)  is  '  The  Grizzlj'  Bear"  Opuntia  now 
being  piivatfly  offered  at  the  moderate  price 
of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  a  joint. 

At  a  recent  fair  at  Los  Angeles,  one  gentle- 
man showed  eighty  five  varieties,  and  among 
them  was  a  plant  of  Opuntia  Tessalata  Denu- 
data  Cristata  that  was  said  to  be  as  beautiful 
as  its  name  is  long.  I  did  not  see  it,  and 
have  my  doubts,  for  I  never  could  see  any 
beauty  iu  one  of  nature's  failures,  like  a  cac- 
tus monstrosity.  Count  me  "agin  'em  every 
time."  The  Grizzly  Bear  I  will  take  more 
interest  in,  and  will  look  it  up. 

In  conclusion  will  say  I  am  heartily  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  change  in  the  journal. 
Why,  any  one  number  was  worth  "two  bits," 
as  we  say  out  here,  and  besides  we  want 
room  for  all  to  have  a  word  occasionally. 
Long  live  our  hobby  and  the  CACTUS  JouR- 
NAi„butit  will  .soon  die  if  wc  let  it  alone. 
So  each  one  should  put  his  shoulder  to  the 
wheel,  and  not  feel  satisfied  until  he  or  she 
has  sent  at  least  one  subscription. 

t^~In  making  up  your  order  for  plants  this 
Spring,  wc  would  request  you  to  favor  our 
advertisers  as  much  as  possible,  feeling  con- 
fident, by  mentioning  the  Journal  that  all 
orders  will  receive  prompt  and  careful  atten- 
tion, at  the  same  time  giving  the  Journai. 
credit  as  a  reliable  advertising  medium. 
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Baltimore,  January,  1895. 

We  wish  all  our  readers  a  happy  and 
prosperous  New  Year,  and  hope  that  the 
Journal  may  make  as  good  progress  du- 
ring 1895,  as  it  did  through  the  6  months 
of  its  existence  in  1894. 

*  * 
* 

The  New  Year's  resolution  of  Phil  Loca 
Yuse  we  most  heartily  commend,  and  pre- 
dict, that  if  adhered  to  by  all  of  our  pres- 
ent subscribers,  Cacti  will  have  a  boom, 
unprecedented  in  any  year  since  they  have 
been  cultivated  or  studied  by  their  many 

admirers. 

*  * 
* 

Having  had  a  number  of  inquiries  for 
a  small  space  to  advertise  one  or  more 
plants  of  which  the  writers  had  a  surplus, 
we  have  arranged  with  the  printer  to  insert 
a  limited  number  of  such  cards  each  month, 
at  a  nominal  price.  We  do  this  in  the 
interest  of  the  amateur  grower,  who  may 
need  only  one  insertion  of  their  advertise- 
ment, and  who  do  not  need  as  much  space 
as  those  regularly  engaged  in  the  business. 
* 

*  * 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  The  Baltimore 
Cactus  Society,  it  was  decided,  that  they 
as  a  body  would  discontinue  the  publica- 
tion of  The  Baltimore  Cactus  Journal, 
several  of  the  members  volunteered  to  as- 
sume the  indebtedness,  and  continue  the 
publication.  This  action  was  deemed  the 
best  course,  to  subserve  the  interest  of  the 
Journal  and  Society,  as  well.  The  indi- 
vidual members  in  taking  charge  of  The 
Journal  have  pledged  themselves  to  use 
«very  endeavor  to  add  to  its  interest  and 
usefulness,  and  hope  to  merit  the  continued 
aid  of  the  many  friends  who  have  so  kindly 
helped  us  to  make  it  a  grand  success  to  the 
present  time. 


Recent  letters  received  lead  us  to  be- 
lieve that  some  of  our  advertisers  and  sub- 
scribers must  have  misunderstood  each 
other,  and  with  a  view  of  righting  matters 
we  wish  to  say,  that  all  of  our  advertisers 
are  thoroughly  reliable,  and  will  use  due 
diligence  in  filling  any  orders  sent  them, 
and  will  cheerfully  answer  inquiries  con- 
cerning their  business  methods,  if  in  rea- 
son, and  when  tlie  Utter  contains  a  stamp 
for  reply  ;  if  not  we  would  advise  dropping 
them  in  the  waste  basket. 

To  all  subscribers  we  desire  to  say, 
wait  a  reasonable  time  for  an  answer  after 
writing,  as  it  often  takes  several  days  for 
a  letter  to  reach  distant  points,  and  as 
many  for  a  reply  to  reach  you,  and  it  is 
unreasonable  to  expect  an  answer  in  less 
time  than  you  could  make  the  trip  your- 
self. 

Again,  a  business  man  cannot  always 
be  expected  to  have  the  time  to  answer 
trivial  questions.  Price-lists  and  cata- 
logues are  furnished  by  the  majority  of 
our  advertisers  to  serve  as  aid  to  the  would- 
be  purchasers,  and  to  obviate  to  some  ex- 
tent letter  writing.  When  writing  for  cat- 
alogue or  letter  to  be  replied  to,  donU  you 
forget  to  enclose  stamp  to  cover  a  portion 
of  the  expense  at  least. 

It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
sending  of  samples,  which  one  of  our  ad- 
vertisers complains  of,  having  had  several 
requests  for  free  samples,  makes  serious  in- 
roads upon  the  profit  the  dealer  may  ex- 
pect to  gain  from  sales,  if  a  large  number 
were  sent  out. 

* 

*  * 

The  premiums  offered  by  The  Journal 
have  been  awarded  to 

ist — Mr.  Chas.'  Hamilton,  Maryland, 
2d — Mr.  E.  Braunton,  California, 
3d — Mrs.  Frances  Bright,  Texas, 
they  having  sent  the  three  largest  number 
of  subscribers.     To  the  many  others  who 
have  sent  the  subscriptions  of  friends,  we 
extend  our  sincere  thanks. 

* 

*  * 

Mess.  A.  Blanc  &  Co. ,  Philadelphia,Pa. 
have  just  issued  a  catalogue  of  "Novelties 
and  Specialties."  It  is  gotten  up  with 
much  taste,  the  descriptive  matter  is  very 
concise,  and  the  cuts  are  excellent.  We 
advise  our  readers  to  obtain  a  copy. 
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CACTUS  CHATS  —No   3. 

Phil  I^oca  Yuse,  Ya. 

Edna.  0\xr  King's  Daughters  are  already 
"talking  of  getting  up  another  flower  show. 

Vera.  That  is  indeed  pleasant  news,  for 
the  one  last  Kail  was  such  a  success.  Only  a 
dime  was  charged  for  admission,  but  the 
ladies  sold  refreshments,  and  thus  raised 
quite  a  nice  sum  to  buy  books  for  the  .Sunday 
School.  I  was  sorry  you  were  away  at  the 
time,  for  I  am  sure  you  would  have  enjoyed 
it. 

Edna.     But  what  plants  did  you  exhibit  ? 

Vera.  Carnations,  Chrysautheniunis,  and 
tny  Cacti  I  had  never  thought  of  sending 
the  Cacti,  as  I  had  such  a  few  varieties.  But 
Mis.  Danesforth,  who  was  one  of  the  mana- 
gers, observed,  in  my  presence,  that  she 
would  be  obliged  to  ask  Fleta  Howard  to 
contribute  some  flowers  to  the  show,  since 
Fleta  was  one  of  the  teachers  in  the  Sunday 
School  ;  but  it  would  be  no  use  in  the  world 
as  Fleta  had  only  a  few  old  Cactus  plants 
that  nobody  would  stop  to  look  at.  I  was  a 
little  annoyed  at  this,  for  I  am  somewhat  of 
a  cactus  crank  myself,  and  felt  as  if  the  poor 
Cacti  deserved  more  appr^  cialiou.  Now,  as 
Mrs.  Danesforth  had  charge  oinhe  Chrysan- 
themum booth,  and  was  to  sell  tea  in  dainty 
Japanese  cups,  and  rice  in  quaint  little  bowls, 
the  daring  idea  rushed  into  my  head  to  open 
a  Mexican  cafe,  using  all  the  Cacii  obtainable 
as  decorative  plants,  Mexico  you  know,  being 
the  home  of  the  Cactus. 

Edna.  But  how  were  you  to  carry  it  out  ? 
There  must  have  been  many  difliculties  in 
your  way  ? 

Vera.  Any  amount  of  them,  indeed!  It 
was  unfortunately  at  a  season  of  the  year, 
when  few  Cacli  are  in  bloom,  besides  the 
Cactus  growers  in  our  neighborhood  could  be 
counted  on  the  lingers  of  one  hand.  How- 
ever, I  was  determined  to  make  the  effort 
and  after  a  while  got  the  others  interested 
too.  We  formed  ourselves  into  a  Cactus 
Circle,  as  we  protested  against  the  name  of 
Cactus  Cranks,  since  we  saw  no  crankiness 
in  our  love  and  admiration  for  CaCli.  We 
still  meet  around  at  each  other's  houses 
weekly  to  talk  over  our  plants  and  to  dis- 
cuss the  best  moihods  of  caring  for  them. 
But  to  return  to  the  flower  show.  We  draped 
an  alcove  with  the  Mexican  national  colors, 
and  spent  almost  an  entire  day  in  arranging 
our  few  plants  to  the  best  advantage.     Pro- 


curing a  wide,  shallow  box,  w-e  filled  it  with 
send,  sinking  the  little  pots  into  it,  and  ar- 
ranging them  so  as  to  represent  a  harp,  the 
Mexican  national  musical  instrument.  This 
design  was  a  pleasing  change  from  the  stars 
and  anchors  usually  employed  for  bedding 
plants.  I  should  have  explained  however, 
that  it  was  the  JIamillarias,  Echiuoccreus 
and  Echiuocacti,  that  we  used  in  making 
this  design,  the  beauty  of  their  various 
colored  spines  forming  some  charming  con- 
trasts. Another  box  of  sand  was  devoted  to 
cuttings  of  hardy  Opuntias  that  were  growing 
out  doors,  and  which  plants  were  not  easily 
moved.  This  of  course  could  have  only  lieen 
done  with  cactus  cuttings,  for  those  of  ordin- 
ary plants  would  soon  have  drooped  and 
wilted,  as  the  flower  show  was  continued  for 
several  days.  Mrs.  Lee's  large  Epiphyllum 
was  a  perfect  sheet  of  blooms,  and  several  of 
us  had  Rliipsalis  blooming  profusely.  These 
and  other  large  and  showy  plants  were 
grouped  together  at  different  points,  where 
they  could  be  seen  to  the  best  advantage. 

Edna.  But  how  about  your  Sword  cacti? 
Did'nt  you  send  any  of  them  ? 

Vera.  Oh,  yes,  some  of  the  largest  and 
finest  of  my  Phyllos.  as  specimen  plants, 
though  none  of  them  were  in  bloom.  Mrs. 
Lee  very  kindly  offered  us  the  use  of  her 
harp  during  the  flower  show  also. 

Edna.  That  must  have  added  much  to  the 
attractiveness  of  your  cactus  corner,  though 
I  would  never  have  thought  of  associating 
music  with  cactus  plants. 

Vera.  Laura  Sims  and  Mrs  Lee  herself, 
both  being  excellent  performers  treated  us 
to  some  very  fine  music.  Mr.  Elbert,  who 
acted  as  our  cicerone  to  show  the  plants  to 
all  visitors,  and  explain  their  habits  and 
peculiarities,  was  attired  in  an  appropriate 
Mexican  costume,  Fleta,  Mollie  Logan  and 
myself,  posed  of  course,  as  charming  Mexican 
maidens,  and  served  refreshments. 

Edna.  Then  of  course  you  had  gotten  up 
a  regular  Mexican  menu? 

Vera.  If  we  had  had  time,  I  am  afraid  we 
would  have  tried  it,  and  perhaps  made  a  dis- 
mal failure.  As  it  was,  we  decided  to  ofTer 
only  such  articles  as  began  with  a  C,  for  in 
cactus  the  C  occurs  twice  and  the  other  let- 
ters only  once. 

Edna.  Well  that  gave  you  a  rather  wide 
range  of  selection  after  all.  I  suppose  your 
list  included  cake  of  all  kinds,  coffee,  choco- 
late, the  frugal  cheese  and  crackers,  candy, 
canned  cherries,  with  cranberry  and  currant 
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jelly.     Next  time,  however,  I  advise  you  to 
serve  up  Cactus  preserves  or  Opuntia  jelly 

Vera.  Nonsense,  I  see  you  are  laughing 
at  me,  for  you  know  how  few  and  small  our 
fruit  beating  plants  are  as  yet.  I  could  not 
wish  for  any  better  plants  for  exhibition 
than  Cacti,  for  the  heat  of  the  crowded 
room  did  not  affect  them  in  the  least  during 
their  three  days  sojourn  at  the  town  liall. 
Indeed  our  cactus  corner  was  a  complete 
success,  though  that  may  have  been  partly 
owing  to  its  novelty.  Quite  an  interest  was 
awakened  in  cacti,  I  am  glad  to  say,  and  a 
number  of  persons  eagerly  obtained  cuttings, 
among  them  Mrs  Danesforth  herself.  This 
fact  amused  me  almost  as  much  as  the  naive 
request  of  a  small  boy,  "that  lie  might  pull 
the  whiskers  of  my  Opuntia  Senilis,  to  see 
if  they  were  really  hairs,  or  only  long 
thorns." 

HARDY   CACTUS. 

A.   P.,  IOWA. 

THERE  are  many  Cactus  that  may  safely 
be  planted  out  of  doors,  and  will  endure 
severe  frost,  provided  they  are  all  well  pro- 
tefted,  and  a  dry  sloping  bed  be  selefled, 
■where  the  plants  will  be  proteifted  from  the 
excessive  moisture  during  the  winter. 

Cover  your  Cacti  bed  early.  Do  not  wait 
until  it  begins  to  freeze.  Slight  freezing  does 
not  injure  them,  but  constant  freezing,  and 
again  thawing  during  winter  is  sure  death  to 
your  plants  If  not  covered  early,  the  young 
growth  on  the  tender  varieties  of  some  kinds 
of  Opuntias  will  drop  off  after  a  heavy  frost. 

Take  sticks  about  2  feet  long  and  stick 
close  together  all  around  the  Caiflus  bed. 
Stick  a  few  through  the  bed,  also  around  the 
tall  plants  so  they  will  not  be  broken  or 
weighted  down  after  they  are  covered.  Fill 
in  among  the  sticks  with  leaves  within  about 
two  or  three  inches  of  the  tops  of  the  sticks. 
Pack  the  leaves  in  tight  all  around  the  bed, 
making  sure  that  all  the  plants  are  covered. 
The  vacant  space  left  at  the  top  of  the  sticks 
fill  in  with  hay 

On  top  of  this  covering  place  some  pieces 
of  boards  and  bricks  or  stones  to  hold  the 
covering  in  its  place,  so  that  the  wind  will 
not  blow  it  off  during  the  winter.  In  the 
Spring,  as  soon  as  danger  of  frost  is  past  re- 
move this  covering. 

When  the  Spring  rains  set  in,  the  Ca<?lus 
will  begin  to  rise  up  and  start  new  growth  ; 
plants  that  are  old  enough  to  bloom  will  be- 
gin to  bud  at  the  same  time. 

I  have  wintered  several  varieties  in  this 
way,  and  they  have  more  than  repaid  nie  for 
the  time  expended.  Manj-of  my  plants  were 
so  crowded  with  flowers  that  they  could 
hardly  expand.  Just  imagine  seeing  a  plant 
with  over  eighty  buds  on,  and  all  about  ready 
to  open  at  once. 
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I  have  the  great  "Grizzly  Bear"  Opuntia, 
and  although  I  was  prepared  to  see  some 
thing  wonderful,  yet  the  realty  exceeded  my 
anticipations.  I  had  expected  to  see  a  sort 
of  exaggerated  Opuntia  Senilis,  yet  it  is  not 
at  all  like  it.  One  friend,  who  does  not  like 
Cacti,  said,  I  glued  a  lot  of  packing  shavings 
onto  a  plant.  I  am  going  to  leave  the  techni- 
cal or  Botanical  description  to  those  who  will 
have  the  naming  of  it,  and  only  give  a  brief 
description  of  it,  as  it  would  strike  an  ama- 
teur. The  joints  are  large  and  flat,  oval  and 
slightly  twisted  shape,  but  almost  hidden  be- 
neath a  wealth  of  coarse,  semi  flaccid  spines. 
They  are  from  4  to  nearly  9  inches  in  length. 
They  are  about  like  the  coarsest  hair  from  a 
horses  tail,  but  of  a  beautiful  light  straw  color, 
wiry  and  standing  out  in  all  directions  some- 
what like  Blanc's  cut  of  M.  Cirrhifera  Long- 
ispina,  but  not  interlaced  It  nearly  scared 
my  cat  into  fits  when  she  first  saw  it,  and  yet 
it  is  not  horrible  looking.  Its  delicate  shade 
of  color  makes  it  look  always  bright,  cleaned 
and  fresh.  It  is  a  superb  plaut  well  worth 
the  price. 

Accompanying  it  came  another  wonderful 
plant  populaily  called  the  (with  all  my 
heart)  Opuntia.  It  is  a  wonderful  variety  of 
O.  Basilaris,  and  of  perfect  heart-shape.  My 
plant  is  about  4  inches  high  and  wide,  and  in 
shape  exactly  like  the  "ace  ofhearts,"  true 
and  even  in  its  lobes.  The  joints  are  thin, 
more  so,  than  generally  in  the  family,  and  of 
a  pleasing  shade  of  green,  stained  slightly 
with  purple  below  the  needle  nests.  The 
bristles  are  of  an  attractive  shade  of  reddish 
salmon.  The  same  friend  who  made  the 
remark  about  the  Bear,  said  that  it  is  like 
those  fancy  chocolate  hearts  they  sell  for 
Christmas,  I  am  sure  these  two  plants  will 
have  a  great  future,  and  they  will  add  to  the 
fame  of  the  collector,  Mr.  A.  H.  Alverson  of 
San  Bernadino,  who  discovered  them,  and 
who  has  already  given  his  name  to  a  variety 
Mam.  Desertii. 


Mr.  a.  H.  Alverson  of  California  has  just 
returned  from  a  trip  in  search  of  the  rare 
plant  E.  Polj'ancistros. 

He  writes  that  the  trip  was  the  roughest  of 
his  experiences,  and  the  suffering  of  the  party 
was  at  times  intense,  his  expedition  however 
proved  successful,  and  he  secured  a  limited 
number  of  these  plants. 


THE  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  JOURNAU 


6i 


)f 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


Editor  Cactus  Jouknal: 

I  have  raised  and  c^ied  lor  Cacti  for  over 
25  years.  At  first  I  only  had  a  plant  now  and 
then  The  first,  I  remember  was  a  Phyllo- 
catus,  but  it  never  bloomed  for  me,  and  fin- 
ally froze.  The  next  was  a  Maniallaria 
Montana  — I  had  two  One  I  let  grow  as  fast 
as  it  would,  and  from  the  other  I  picked  off 
all  the  offsets  as  fast  as  tliey  formed.  I  had 
both  of  these  plants  for  14  years,  the  one  I 
kept  the  off  sets  cut  off  was  a  profuse  bloomer 
The  flower  was  of  a  saiiny  green  color,  of  no 
great  beauty,  bul  rather  liked  it  for  its  oddity 
This  plant  was  in  a  paint  keg  and  was  over  a 
foot  high  and  as  large  as  the  keg.  The  other 
otie  had  been  shifted  over  and  over  again, 
'till  it  was  in  a  large  dish  p,ui,  and  grew  over 
the  edge.  I  had  always  kt  pt  them  in  the 
cellar  in  the  winter,  but  the  last  winter 
water  came  in  the  cellar  and  as  they  were 
on  the  floor  they  got  "wet  feet,"  and  in  the 
spring  they  were  both  dead,  had  rotted  from 
the  root  up.  During  these  14  years  I  had  a 
number  of  different  vSrieties,  the  snake, 
prickly  pear,  and  some  kind  of  melon  cactus, 
but  none  of  them  staid  with  me  long,  for  I 
knew  nothing  of  their  habits  or  require- 
ments About  this  lime  I  was  riding  across 
the  country  with  my  father,  when  we  passed 
a  place  where  there  was  a  "cactus  tree"  in 
the  yard,  my  father  stopped  and  asked  the 
woman  of  the  house  for  a  slip,  which  she 
gave  him,  and  I  kept  until  it  was  over  twelve 
years  old,  when  it  was  frozen,  but  it  never 
bloomed.  I  do  not  know  what  it  was.  It  was 
something  similar  to  the  Op.  Frutescens,  but 
the  stems  were  t%vice  as  large. 

About  10  years  ago  I  began  collecting  cacti. 
I  visited  Shaw's  Garden  in  St.  Louis,  and 
found  a  collection  of  500  kinds  or  more — I 
thought  I  had  all  when  I  had  but  17  kinds 

I  kept  them  in  the  cellar  until  a  few  years 
ago,  when  I  read  in  floral  papers  to  give  all 
cacti  heat  and  light,  then  I  thought  that  the 
cellar  was  too  dark  and  moist.  Some  of  the 
hardv  kind  may  stand  it,  but  not  many. 

I  keep  mine  now  on  top  of  my  wardrobe 
and  a  shelf  in  a  room  where  there  is  no  fire, 
but  there  is  oue  in  the  next  room.  Those 
are  the  Echinocactus  and  the  Mamallarias, 
the  Epiphylum,  Rhipsalis,  Phylocactus  and 
some  Cereus  are  on  shelves  at  a  south  win- 
dow, for  they  seem  to  do  better  there,  and 
grow,  and  get  ready  to  bloom  in  the  Spring. 
I  have  ten  Cereus,   Grandiflorus,    Rostratus, 


Macdonaldi  and  others  I  cannotname,  which 
are  over  five  leet  high. 

Now  I  have  told  you  of  niy  winter  care  for 
my  cacti,  of  which  I  have  over  200  plauts,  let 
me  tell  you  about  their  summer  home. 

Against  the  west  end  of  my  kitchen  where 
there  are  no  windows,  I  made  a  "rockery,"  I 
built  a  wall  two  feet  high,  three  feet  from 
the  house  and  across  the  entire  end  of  the 
house  fourteen  feet,  filled  in  all  the  trash  I 
could  find  on  the  place,  old  pans,  buckets, 
stove  pipes,  broken  crockery,  etc.  for  drain- 
age, then  six  inches  or  more  of  straw  manure, 
then  good  garden  soil  and  saud.  Some  I 
planted  in  the  bed  but  the  most  of  them  I 
plunged  the  pot  to  the  rim,  aud  sometimes 
when  I  take  the  pots  up  in  the  fall  the  roots 
have  run  through  the  bottom  clean  down  to 
the  manure,  with  a  corresponding  root 
growth. 

This  is  the  first  rockery  I  made,  four  years 
ago  ;  two  years  ago  I  found  I  would  have  to 
have  another  one,  so  I  made  a  round  one  on 
the  lawn,  and  last  year  I  had  to  pull  out  one 
side  of  the  wall  and  make  an  oval  bed,  but 
next  year,  well — my  Opuutia  Rafinesque 
took  half  of  that  bed  this  year  and  had  over 
six  hundred  blossoms,  one  hundred  and 
thirty-.six  open  on  one  day,  and  I  am  afraid 
it  will  want  the  whole  bed  next  year. 

This  oval  bed  held  all  my  Opuntias  this 
year  and  I  had  over  twenty-five  kinds,  and 
they  were  a  beautiful  sight 

Mrs.  M.  ."V.  Biicknri.1,,  Ills. 

Editor  Cacti's  JorRNAi,  : 

Dear  Sir  :  December  number  has  reached 
me,  and  I  notice  a  gradual  improvement  is 
going  on.  May  it  thrive  and  grow  in  size, 
and  in  value  to  its  reading  matter. 

As  I  want  to  give  your  enterprise  all  the 
support  in  my  power,  I  think  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance,  even  for  a  Journal  (like 
yours)  which  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  to  give 
all  information,  as  far  as  possible,  correal. 
Prompted  by  this  view,  I  wish  again  to  cor- 
rect a  statement  in  your  "answer  column" 
concerning  the  habitat  of  the  genus  Epi- 
phyllum. 

Epiphyllums  are  exclusively  natives  of 
Brazil  and  adjoining  parts,  growing  mostly 
in  the  coast  ranges  of  the  provinces  Rio 
Janeiro  and  Santa  Catharina.  Four  distinct 
species  have  thus  far  been  recognized,  of 
which  E.  truncatum,  the  common  "crab 
claw''  catlus  has  been  known  longest.  It 
is  like  its  near  relative  E.  Altensteinii  char- 
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acterized  by  its  irregular,  more  or  less  bi- 
labiate flowers,  and  distiuctly  truncated 
joints,  while  E.  Russelliannin  and  E.  Gaert- 
neri  are  distinguished  from  the  above 
by  its  less  crab-like  claws  or  leaves,  and 
more  especially  bj-  their  symmetrical  corolla 
or  flowers  resembling  those  of  a  Cereus  or 
Phyllocactus.  On  account  of  this  morpho- 
logical peculiarity.  Prof.  X.  Schuman  of  Ber- 
lin, a  noted  authority  on  Cafli,  and  author 
of  the  latest  and  best  work  ou  CacT:aceie  in 
the  german  language,  has  in  his  lates^t  clas- 
sification placed  E.  Russellianum  and  E. 
Gaertneri  among  the  Phyllocatti,  reserving 
in  the  genus  Epiphyllum  only  E.  truncatum 
and  E.Altensteinii  By  intercrossing  of  these 
2  species  a  great  many  varieties,  running 
through  all  shades  of  colors,  from  a  pure 
whitish-rose  to  dark  purple  or  lilac,  have 
been  produced.  A  hybrid  between  E'  trun 
catum  and  a  Cereus,  (or  Phyllocactus)  is 
known  as   E.  Macoyanufn. 

Being  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known 
genus  of  Caeli,  there  is  no  doubt  that  hpi- 
phyllums  may  have  become  naturalized  iu 
manj'  countries  outside  of  the  American 
continent,  as  is  the  cae  with  some  Opun- 
tias,  but  they  were  never  indigenous  to  this 
as  to  those  countries. 

Allegheny,  Pa.  A.  Z. 

A  KICK  FROn   "CARP" 

NOT  at  the  editor,  for  there  is  none  de- 
served ;  not  at  the  Catlus  Journal,  for 
it  has  grown  from  an  eight  page  pamphlet  to 
a  tasty  Journal  of  twelve  pages,  with  promi- 
ses of  an  increase  to  sixteen,  possibly  next 
month,  and  of  much  more  improvement  iu 
the  future  ;  but  strange  to  say,  this  kick  is  di- 
rected at  the  readers— our  fellow  cactus  lov- 
ers—and "Carp"  wants  them  "to  mark,  learn 
and  inwardly  digest."  Not  being  in  any  way 
connected  with  the  management  of  the  Cac- 
tus Journal,  or  even  a  member  of  the  Society 
that  issues  it,  '  Carp"  feels  himself  a  free 
lance,  and  much  more  at  liberty  to  criticize. 

And  now.  dear  reader,  how  much  have 
you  done  to  make  our  Journal  a  success  ? 
Procure  one  subscriber?  Good.  Two  ?  Better. 
Half  a  dozen?  Grand.  But  it  is  "dollars  to 
doughnuts"  that  there  is  one  way  of  uphold- 
ing the  arms  of  its  editoi  and  conductor, that 
most  of  you  never  thought  of,  and  therefore 
"Carp''  calls  your  attention  to  it. 

Have  vou,  during  the  past  half-year  or  so 
of  the  Journal's  life  adveriised  either  your 
plants  for  sale  or  exchange  ?  Stop  and  think 
if  there  is  not  some  plant  you  want,  that  you 
have  not  seen  advertised, and  tbink  how  easy 
it  would  be  to  insert  a  short  card  stating 
your  wishes  and  offers.  The  Editor  will 
doubtless  name  a  reasonable  price  upou 
application,  and  if  he  "kicks"  if  you  send 
a  few  dimes  or  dollars  for  that  purpose 
"Carp"  will  take  all  the  blame. 

He  or  she  who  helps  quickly,  helps  twice, 
and  no  lover  of  our  "hobby"  has  done  their 
full  duty  when  they  merely  subscribe.  Think 
it  over  and  next  month  let  us  have  a  dozen  or 
more  little  "ads"  stating  wishes  and  offers. 
Is  it  a  bargain? 


Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

A  few  evenings  since  I  was  agreeably  sur- 
prised to  find  amongst  my  evening  mail  the 
November  number  of  the  Cactus  Journal. 
I  read  it  through,  advertisements  included, 
and  decided  at  once  that  I  must  have  it. 

I  hope  to  see  it  enlarged  as  to  number  of 
pages,  and  hope  that  lovers  of  Cadli  and 
flowers  will  help  along  the  new  enterprise. 
Whatever  I  have  in  my  conservatory  or 
gardens,  I  am  alwa\  s  more  than  willing  tc^ 
divide  with  :uy  fellow  lovers  of  flowers.  I 
sell  a  great  many  cuttings  and  bulbs  from 
my  stock,  only  that  I  may  be  enabled  to 
purchase  something  new,  and  the  flowers  I 
never  sell,  but  give  to  all  as  they  come  to 
my  place  of  business  to  trade.  Some  will 
ask  me  if  1  have  this  or  that  kind  of  plant, 
and  if  not.  they  give  to  me  and  I  to  them, 
as  the  case  may  be.  In  my  grounds  I  have 
blooms  from  the  early  snow  drops  until  the 
late  frosts  cut  down  my  dahlias,  etc.  To  sit 
at  the  window,  and  see  how  many  will  stop 
and  look  over  the  fence  at  mj'  flowers,  more 
than  repays  me  for  an  hour  or  two's  laboring 
in  the  garden  dail}-,  after  being  confined  in 
the  store  all  day. 

Wishing  you  all  the  success  possible,  I  en- 
close my  subscription,  and  hope  that  your 
mailing  list  maj-  reach  the  million  point. 
With  help  from  all  lovers  of  flowers,  why 
should  not  the  Baltimore  Cactus  Journal 
be  as  much  a  success  as  other  publications  ? 

R.  I.  'W.  P. 

The  Baltimore  Cactus  Society. 

The  Society  held  its  regular  meeting  on 
January  3d.  The  committee  who  has  the  ar- 
rangements in  charge  for  the  celebrating  of 
the  Anniversary  have  selected  Jan.  i6th,  and 
it  promises  to  be  a  "gala"  day,  and  is  looked 
forward  to  with  pleasure  by  the  members. 
An  entertainment  will  precede  the  Banquet, 
after  which  dancing  will  be  indulged  in  by 
the  members  and  their  invited  guests 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  '95. 
John  A.  Becker,  President,  John  T.  Sapp, 
•Vice  President,  Fred.  W.  Lantz,  Secretary, 
and  H.  A.  Meiser,  Treasurer.  The  Society  is 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  the  meetings 
are  always  well  attended  and  much  interest 
manifested. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Society,  if  satis- 
factory arrangements  can  be  made,  to  make 
a  display  of  Cacti  and  kindred  plants  at  the 
Exposition  to  be  held  in  Baltimore  in  1897, 
and  with  the  aid  which  has  been  promised  by 
some  collectors  in  the  Cacti  growing  regions, 
we  expect  to  make  a  display  of  more  and 
rarer  species  than  have  ever  before  been  ex- 
hibited. 

ltgF~Sliow  your  friends  the  Journal,  and 
get  them  to  subscribe. 
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QUESTIONS. 
J.  W.Caii.  asks  remedy  for  following  troubles  : 
(i)  O.  Emory  which  are  in  3  in.  pots,  sandy 
loam,  not  much  water,  rot  off  close  to  the 
j<rouud.  (2)  U.  Lurida  keeps  alive  but  does 
not  grow,  has  sandy  soil  with  a  little  manure 
and  not  much  waier.  (3)  E.C.Candicans  and 
R.  Dasyacanthus,  sandy  gravelly  soil,  no  ma- 
nure, little  water,  become  soft  and  hollow. — 

ANSWERS. 

Mr.  L.  Cobbe  of  California  sends   following 

answers^  to  questions  in  No.  6  : 

Disgusted — If  the  mealv  bugs  infest  the 
body  of  tlie  plant,  touch  them  with  a  tooth- 
pick dipped  in  alcohol  or  coal  oil.  If  in  the 
roots  ,  or  very  thick  in  the  plants,  uproot  and 
dip  in  coal  oil,  syringing  with  clean  water 
immediately  afterward,  and  setting  out  to 
dry  before  repotting  We  have  never  harmed 
a  Cactus  we  have  used  this  treatment  on  ;  but 
we  have  never  tried  it  on  the  softer  fleshy 
kinds. 

L.,  Cumberland.—  The  true  "Crown  of 
Thorns'  or  'Sanite  Courouue'  is  the  Konguiere 
Splendeus,  and  is  probably  so  called  from  its 
similarity  to  the  appearance  of  Christ's  Crown 
of  Thorns  as  stereotyped  by  the  old  painters, 
though,  as  it  is  not  a  native  of  Palestine,  it  is 
undoubtedly  not  the  plant  from  which  that 
crown  was  made. 

P.  L.  Y.,  Va. — (2)  Opuntia  basilaris  has  a 
rose-colored  flower,  like  E.  horizonthalonius. 
Many  vaietics  have  a  light  lemon  yellow; 
others  orange,  or  yellow  marked  with  red  in 
the  throat.  The  markings  are  sometimes  so 
strange,  as  to  give  the  flower  the  appearance 
of  being  red. 

The  following  is  another  answer  received  : 

L.,  Cumberland.  — Euphorbia  Snlendens  is 
found  in  large  quantities  in  Asia  Minor,  par- 
ticularly Canaan  and  Mesopotamia,  where  it 
attains  the  height  of  a  large  shrub.  When 
Pilate  delivered  Jesus  to  the  people  10  be 
crucilied,  the  soldiers  led  him  away  into  a 
hall  called  Pretorium,  clothed  Him  in  purple, 
platted  a  crown  of  thorns,  and  put  it  about 
His  head,  this  is  supposed  to  lie  the  plant, 
on  account  of  there  being  no  other,  similar 
toil,  growing  in  that  part  of  the  countr}-. 
The  paintings  of  ancient  artists  made  cen- 
turies ago  ol  the  crucifixion  of  Christ,  prove, 
that  the  plant  used  in  the  making  of  the 
crown,  is  an  exact  counterpart  of  this  plant, 
called  the  "Crown  of  Thorns"  This  is  the 
most  authentic  definition  that  can  be  given. 

E.  B.  of  California  gives  these  answers  : 

Disgusted.—  For  the  niealv  bug  take  a 
small  camel's  hair  brush,  dip  in  alcohol  and 
touch  the  bugs  with  point  of  brush.  This 
mode  of  tieatmeut  will  kill  them  on  any 
plant. 

L.  Cumberland. —  I  believe  Euphorbia 
splendeus  furnished  the  crown  of  thoins 
that  was  placed  upon  the  Saviour  before  his 
cruxifiction. 

P.  L.  Y.,  Va.  — (2)  Opuntias  have  flowers 
of  all  colors  and  shades  except  pure  blue. 


|a^;^;::^For  the  conveuience  of  amateurs  and  florists. 
l9^^&  we  liave  decided  to  devote  a  small  space  for 
advertising:  "Specialties."  "Wants."' or  "Exchanges," 
in  which  we  will  insert  cards  not  exceeding  4  lines.  (6 
words  to  line!  for  25cts.    No  ad.  for  less  than  25  els. 

Meskmbryaxthemcm  Retuscm,  fine  plant— only  a 
limited  number,  25c.  by  mail-  Seedling  Cereus.  $1. 
Chas.  Hamilton,  \Yaverly,  Baltimore.  Md. 

Am.^tevr's  Coli.kction.    40  different  Cacti,  including 
the  new  K.  McDowelli.  ;*iid  other  rare  sorts  55  oo 
Send  fov  catalogue.        Place  orders  now. 
J.  A.  McD.iwell  &  Co  ,  City  of  Mexico  and  New  York. 

Get  at  'em  with  Lemon  Oil. 

Kills   all    insects   on  your  Cacti. 
Edwin  A.   SEinEwiTz,  All  Gariien  Requisites, 

36  W.  Lexington  Street.  Baltimore.  Md. 

Cheap  Cacti. 

By  the  dozen  or  hundred.    Send  20  cents  for  three 

sample  plants 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Patterson,  Gleudiile, Cal. 


Evphorbias. 

I  wish  to  add  some  rare  Euphorbias  to  my  collec- 
tion and  would  be  oleased  to  receive  list  with 
prices.  Frank  H.  Broaders,  Waverly,  Baltimore,  Md 


Cheswold  Plant  Gardens. 

We  grow  all  kinds  of  early  and  late  Vegetable 
Plants.  ASPARAGUS  ROOTS.  All  the  leading  new 
and  old  STRAWBERRY  PL.^NTS.  We  grow  more 
CABBAGE.  TOMATO  and  CELHRY  PLANTS  than 
any  other  house  in  America.  Send  f<jr  our  New  Cata- 
logue. 

C.   BOGCS,  Cheswold,   Del. 


TREES!    TREES!    TREES! 

Evergreens,  both  Common  and  Rare  and  Choice  Va- 
rieties, Deciduous  Trees,  Ornamental  Trees  of  all 
kinds.  Large  Trees  for  Park  and  Street  Planting.  Hedge 
and  Bordering  Plants,  Fruit  Trees  and  Plants,  Bud- 
ding Stock  and  Root  Grafts,  Nut  Trees,  Ornamental 
and  Flowering  Shrubs.  Tree  Seeds.  We  have  a  larger 
assoitmeiit  than  any  other  nursery  in  America. 


ARE  YOU   IN  NEED  OF  ANY? 

If  SO  send  us  a  iisl  of  what  yon  wish  to  plant  and  we 
will  quote  you  lower  prices  thau  ever  offered  you 
before. 

When  you  send  the  I'st  cut  out  this  advertisement 
and  we  will  send  you  hy  mail,  post  paid  one  small. 
Evergreen  Tree,  Free,  or  we  will  ?.cnd  twenty  sam- 
ples of  our  trees,  6  to  lo  inches  high,  s  or  6  sorts,  for 
25  Cents  m  stamps.      Write  at  once. 

THE  EVERGREEN  NURSERY  CO.. 

Evergreen,  Wis. 


'OUT  OF  DOORS  FOR  WOMEN" 

Mrs.  O.  L.  ORCUTT,  Editor, 

Orcutt,  California. 


Send  lo  cents  and  see  this  nniqne  Magazine 
for  yourself. 

PLtniPC  PAPTI  *  fu'tinRS,  labled  and  price- 
LhUlLt.  LAL  I  I.  list  for  25  cts.  GLADIOLUS, 
choice  Hybrids  l.irge  Inilbs.  Lemoines,  lo  for  25  cts  ; 
French,  large  flowered.  12  for  25  cts  ;  Both,  mixed,  12 
for  25  cts.;  Bulhlets  100  for  2j  cts  GLOXINIAS  best 
mixed,  2  for  25  cts.  CALLAS.  Litth-  Gem,  2  for  25  cts. 
PRIMULA  OBCONIC.\,  2  for  25  cts.  5  collections  for  Si 
No  stamps  taken.  M.  J.  PECK  ENS, 

Wayland,  N.  Y. 
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NEW  AND  EEMAEKABLE. 
THE  CALIFORNIA  GRIZZLY  BEAR  CACTUS. 

(Not  yet  named  by  science,) 

A  plant  rivaling  Pilocereus  Senilis 
in  the  length  and  quantity  of  coarse  L 

tawny  white  hair,  3  to  5  inches  long,  J 

covering  the  entire   plant.    Joints  4         V 
to  6  inches  long,  by  mail $1.50  I 

Opnntia  Tesselata  Denudata  Cristata.  V 

A  beautiful  and  curious  form,  50cto  S15  L 

CactDs  Radiosas  Alversnnii-Coulter.  v 

The  "Fox  Tail  Cactus,"  a  very  desira- 
ble Mamillaria,  new $1,50 

Photos  of  any  or  all  of  tlie  above  plants  free  to 
intending  purchasers. 


SUBSCRIBE  TO 

Tlie>KBaltiniore)KCactiis^JoMal. 

50  CENTS  PER  YEAR. 

THE  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  SOCIETY. 

Organized  1SS9.    -^^    Incorporated  1S90. 


A.  H.  ALVERSON, 


San  Bernardino, 
California. 


i 


Active    Member. ship. 

Entrance  fee,  $i.oo 

Dues,   J3  00   per  year. 

Honorary  Membership  Fee,   I5.00   per  year. 

FRED.  W.  LANTZ,  SECRETARY, 

112  N.  PoppLETON  Street. 

Baltimore,  Md. 


1797. 


Baltimore  centennial. 


1897. 


Exposition  from  May  15th  to  November  15th,  1897. 


Population  verging  on  600,000 
Nearly  roo.ooo  Increase  in  Four  Years. 
$62,000,000  Manufacturing  Increase.  . 

275  Miles  Electric  and   Cable  Street  Car  Lines.        I 
100,000  Busy  People  in  Factories  alone.  . 

$41,000,000  in  Savin^^s  Banks.  I 

$40,000,000  Annually  Paid  Out  in  Factories  Alone. 
Oyster  Product  over  11,000,000  Bushels  Auuual'V. 

Twenty  Lines  of  Ocean  Steamers. 
Seat  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  &  Woman's       r 
College.  J 

Seat  of  the  Roman    Catholic   Hierarchy.  f 

Seat  of  Peabody  Institute.  ^ 

Educational  Institutions  and  Libraries  Unsurpassed  in 
the  United  States. 
Strongest  Banks  in  the  World. 
ANDTHEHCMEOFTHEONLY 


Best  and  Biggest  Harbor. 

iMost  Beautiful  Parks  in  the  Country. 
Perfect  Hospitals. 
On  all  Southern.  Western  and  Eastern  Trunk   Lines. 
Second  Largest  Grain  Shipments  in  America. 
Finest  Manufacturing  Facilities  in  the  World. 
Largest  Number  of  Savings  Institution  in  America. 
y        Supply  Depot  for  and  Natural  Outlet  to  the  Entire 
South. 
Natural  Outlet  for  Trans-Atlantic  Exports. 
I        Inexhaustible  and  Best  Water  Supply  in  America. 
Surrounded  by  Richest  Farming  Country  East  of 
]  the  Alleghanies. 

Most  Extensive  C    nning  Industries  in  the  World. 

Breweries  and  Distilleries  Equal  to  any  in  the 
United  States. 

CACTUS  JOURNAL  IN  THE  US 


KNQF^AVIISIG.  BINDING 

LANTZ  &  ARNOLD, 


Book  and  Job  Printers,] 


213  E.  Lombard  Street, 
BALTinoRE,  no. 

^  *K  fH  ^  ^ 
Estimates  Furnished.         Horticultural  Cuts 

PRtNTERS  OF  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 
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RAhE  CACTI  AND  MEXICAN  PLANTS. 


Trial  Collection.  Blooming  Size  Cacti. 

■C.  Colubrnius  23c  ;    C.  Grandiflorus  (cut)  15c  ;    E.  Simp- 
soni,   20c,  E.    Texensis,   .^o ;    E.   C.  Caespitosus,   25c; 

M.Applanata,  25c.  All  ppd.  with  guide  to  culture.  Si.oo  i  Specimen  Plants  of  tall  growing  Cereus  and    other  va- 

Blood  Cactus.  30c  all  by  exp.  $1  00.    Sample.  15c.  .3  va-  ^  rieties  constantlv  on  hand  :  also  CACTI  SEEDS  in 

Tieties    $100.      Satisfaction    Guaranteed.      Give  me  a  7^  great  variety. 

irial.    Some  large  Specimen  Cacti    at  half  price.    E-  I  Received  highest  award  at  World's  Fair,   Chicago,  '93. 

Wizlizenii,    Texensis,   HOrizonthaionius,     E.  C    Con-  4  Illustrated  Catalogue  Free. 

CURT.  K.  PLUMB,  "Cactus  Crank,"  MILTON,  WIS.  ANNA    B.    NICKELSj      Laredo.      ^TexaS. 


r 


Choice  Cultivated  Cacti  Cheap. 

3  large  two  year  old  named  cacti,  50  cents. 

3  large  blooming  size  Calla  Bulbs,  50  cents. 
A  fine  named  Ecbeveriawith  each  $1.00  order. 
MRS.  M.  E.  PATTERSON, 

GLENDALE,  CAL. 

Chas.  Hamilton,  -<*florist^ 

Cacti,  Agaves,  Aloes,  Gasterias,  Haworthias, 
Mesembrj'anthemums,  Echeverias,  etc. 
Seedling  Cereus,  fine  plants,  50  to  $1.00 

Cereus  Hamiltonii,  $1  and  upwards. 

^I|/\|/2p    Cacti  ^  niake  a  business  of  sup- 

plying Choice  Collections 
at  reasonable  prices.  4  sample  plants  for  25  cents  in 
stamps. 

MRS.  FRANCES  BRIGHT, 

VAN  RAUB,  TEXAS 


^CT^fj         Three  native  plants   25   cents.     Silver. 
Native  Crocus — three  for  10  cents. 
MRS.  ALTA  SCOTT, 
Box  294.  BOULDER,  COLO. 


J.  A.  McDowell  &  co. 

(Formerly  McDowell-Guajardo  Hnos.) 

Specialties  in   Cacti  and  Orcliids. 

Also  collect  Agaves,  Bulbs,  Ferns  and  otber 
Native  Plants.  Select  specimens  for  private 
collections  and  exhibitions.  Send  us  yout 
address  for  our  price-list  to  be  issued  about 
March.  We  can  send  the  following  plants, 
prepaid  at  any  time. 

20  Different  Cacti,       -        -        -        -        $2  00 
40  Different  Cacti,  including  Old  Man's 

and  B.  McDowelli,        -        -        -  5  00 

5  Different  Select  Orchids,       -        -  5  00 

10  Different  Select  Orchids  for  Amateurs   7  50 

Make  all  remittances  in  Express  or  Post- 
OfEce  Money  Order,  payable  in  New  York. 

J.  A.  Mcdowell  &  co. 

City  of  Mexico. 


CACTI.    «  SUCCULENTS. 

We  have  a  fine  collectiou  of  novelties  and  rarities 
from  the  South  Coast  California  Islands,  the  Great 
South-west  and  Mexico  ;   besides  many  other  sorts. 

CACTI, 

AGAVES, 

YUCCAS, 

ECHEVERIAS, 

COTYLEDONS, 

Many  of  these  nol  listed  by  any  others  in  the  world. 
Send  for  Price  List. 

LYON   &   COBBE, 

Nurserymen,  Growers  and  Collectors, 
LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. 


RARE  CACTUS  (700  Sorts.) 
BOOKON  CACTUS  ANORARE  PLANTS. 

116  PAGES,  FULL  OF   ENGRAVINGS.      10  CENTS. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  Free. 

A.  BLANC  &  CQ.,    Philadelphia. 

WILLIAM  TELL,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 

FINE  DIFFERENT  CACTI, 

Prices  VERY  Low.  send  for  Free  catalogue. 

LIVING  ROCK  CACTUS  25  Cents  Each. 

TEXAS  BULBS  Cheap. 

CACTUS  JOURNAL. 

Devoted  to  the  Culture  of  Cactaceous  Plants. 

Instructive  Articles  by  ejperl^uceJ  cultlTittore. 

SUBSCRIPTION  sbCTS.  A  YEAR. 

Sample  copy  for  stamp. 

Address  1200  Edmondson  Ave.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


LEMON  OIL 


KILLS    INSECTS 


ON  CACTI. 

FOR  SALE  BY 

Edwin  A.  Seidewitz, 


ALL 

GARDEN 

REQUISITES, 


36   "WEST   LEXINGTON   STREET, 
BALTinORE,  MD. 


^-t 


'SCACTI   AND  BEGONIASS^ 

For  35  cents,  we  will  mail  postpaid 
I  Cactus  E.  Eyriesii,  i  Begonia  Metalica  Vein- 
tina,  I  Argentea  Guttata,  i  Gilsoni,  i  Fuch- 
soides    Coccinea.    and   i    Carnalion,    Lizzie 
McGowan. 
These  plants  are  for  immediate  effect. 

JOHN  L.  ARMSTRONG, 
Box  15.  Lakewood 
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WniTTEN   fOR   TMe   CACTUS   JOUDKAL. 


The  Cactus  as  Food  and  Drink. 

CARROLL,    BALTIMORE. 

THE  interior  of  the  Cereus  Giganteus  fruit 
is  of  a  beautiful  red  color,  and  the  pulp 
is  said  to  be  very  palatable,  resembling  the 
fig,  only  more  juicy,  The  fruit  is  preserved, 
and  also  made  into  syrup  and  kept  in  car  then 
jars;  the  Pimos  Indians  also  prepare  from  it 
a  clear,  amber  colored  wine,  which  the  Mexi- 
cans call  Tiswiue.  This  wine  is  very  intoxi- 
cating, and  when  it  is  ready  for  use,  the 
Indians  hold  their  annual  drinking  festival. 

Another  specie  of  cactus,  the  Echinocaclus 
Wislizenii  serves  several  useful  purposes,  its 
small  black  seeds  are  dried,  parched,  and 
purverized  finely  in  a  mortar,  and  the  meal 
used  in  gruel  and  sometimes-  made  into  bread. 

The  fruit  of  this  plant  is  sour  and  not  much 
relished,  but  the  inner  part  of  the  plant  itself 
soft,  juicy,  slightly  acrid  and  agieeable  to  the 
taste,  and  is  often  resorted  to  by  the  thirsty 
traveler,  when  no  other  source  of  water  is  at 
hand.  An  Indian,  when  traveling  and  wish- 
ing to  make  a  meal,  selects  a  large  plant. three 
or  four  feet  long. and  two  feet  in  dianu  ter.cuts 
it  down  and  hollows  it  out  so  as  to  form  a 
trough.  Into  this  he  throws  the  soft  portion 
of  the  pulpy  substance  which  surrounds  the 


central  wood}-  axis,  and  adds  meat,  roots, 
seeds,  meals,  fruits,  or  any  edible  thing  on 
hand  ;  water  is  added,  and  the  whole  mixed 
together.  Stones  are  then  highly  heated, 
and  dropped  into  the  mixture,  and  as 
they  cool  are  taken  out,  licked  clean,  reheated 
and  returned  to  the  cooking  vessel,  until  the 
mixture  is  thoroughly  boiled.  This  is  a  favor- 
ite dish  with  the  Yavapairs  and  Apaches  of 
Arizona.  Horses  and  mules  often  kick  the 
cactus  plants  open  to  get  tlie  juicy  flesh.  The 
Echiuocactus  Wislizenii  derives  its  by-name 
"Mule  Cactus''  from  mules  kicking  it  open  to 
get  the  juicy  flesh  as  before  stated.  The 
Opuntia  or  Prickly  Pear,  in  other  numbers  of 
this  Journal  have  already  been  described. 


Mamit.laria,  meaning  nipple-bearer  is 
quite  distinct,  having  its  surface  covered  with 
little  nipple  shaped  bodies,  between  which 
the  flowers  arise  and  the  fruit  lies. 

KcHiNocACTus,  or  Hedge-hog  Ca<5lus  is  an- 
other distinct  form  not  difficult  to  recognize  ; 
it  is  globular  when  young,  with  many  fur- 
rows and  ridges,  furnished  with  clusters  or 
whoilsof  spines,  the  flowers  are  produced 
from  the  summit  of  the  ridges. 

The  Cereus  has  an  elongated  stem  which 
is  regularly  ribbed  or  angled,  and  with  brist- 
les or  spines  regularly  arranged  along  the 
ridges,  the  flowers  are  also  produced  on  the 
ridges  and  usually  have  a  long  tube. 
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The  Baltimore  Cactus  Society's 
Anniversary. 

'X'HE  Baltimore  CaClus  Society  celebrated 
its  Fifth  Anniversary  by  an  entertain- 
ment and  banquet  at  Darsch's  Hall  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  January  i6tli,  and  it  can  be 
safely  said  that  it  was  the  largest  gathering 
of  "cacti  maniacs"  (as  they  are  termed)  ever 
held,  persons  interested  in  the  cultivation  of 
cactaceous  plants.      The  entertainment  con- 
sisted of  orchestral  concert  music  under  the 
direftiou  of  one  of  the  members,  after  vi^hich 
dancing  was  indulged  in   until  the  intermis- 
sion, when  a  promenade  was  formed,  led  by 
the   president,   keeping  step   to    the    sweet 
strains  of  martial  music,  leading  the  way  to 
the   banquet   hall,   where   75   persons    were 
seated,  the  members  of  the  society  occupying 
the  table  at  the  end  of  the  room.     The  floral 
decoration  of  the  table  were  beautiful,  con- 
sisting  of  rare  and    fine    specimen    plants, 
and  a  bed  of  rose-buds  as  a  centre-piece  on 
the  table  at  which  the  members  were  seated, 
with  a  card  attached    "with  compliments  of 
Mr.  A.  L.  Black,  the  renowned  florist,  and  one 
of  our  members.     This  beautiful  design  was 
presented  by  the  chairman  to  the  President's 
wife,  on  behalf  of  the  donor,  with  a  request 
that  a  bud  of  the  "queen  of  flowers''  be  pre- 
sented to  each  of  the  ladies  present.     The 
menu   which   liad  been    carefully    prepared 
read  comically,  and  the  entire  assembly  were 
amused,  when  they  discovered  that  the  real 
names  of  many  of  the  dishes  had  been  trans- 
formed into  names  of  many  cacti,  which  were 
printed  in  bold  type,  with  the  dish  ihey  rep- 
resented  in    very  small  letters.     The  latter 
part  of  the  menu  mentioned 'very  soft  drinks' 
'unadulterated  cactus  oil'  and  'Bartholomay's 
thirst   quencher',    which   one   of  our  guests 
said  was  a  very  good  thing,  with  which  to 
wash  down  some  ot  that  Wohc-Wohc,  (chop- 
ped Cafti)  he  ate,  as  he  felt  it  sticking  in  his 
throat.      The    Cochineal   Sauce,    (Cranberry- 
Sauce)  with  Truthan  (Turkey)  was  delicious  ; 
the  Opuntia  Cyliudrica  (Pickels)  and   Fried 
Oysters  a  la  B.  C.  S.,  Seed  Pods  (Olives),  etc. 
were  thoroughly  enjoyed,  and  ample  justice 
done  the   inner   man.     The  next  on  the  list 
were  Rolled   Dried  Weeds  to  puff,  (Cigars) 
which  the  committee  had  made  to  order — a 
small  cigar,  only  2}(  inches  long,  and  named 
them  "angels",  a  term  applied  to  the  depart- 
ed cadti  in  the  colle6lion  of  our  worthy  presi- 
dent.     Speeches    being   next  in   order,   the 
president  made  a  few  remarks  and  welcomed 


the  guests,  after  which  he  called  ou  Mr.  A.  L. 
Black,  Mr.  Chas.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  George 
Black,  who  responded.  The  Secretary  stated 
that  a  number  of  invitations  bad  been  sent 
out  of  the  city,  for  which  he  had  received  let- 
ters of  regret,  which  the  President  ordered 
read.  These  were  from  Mr.  John  M.  Coulter, 
Lake  Forrest,  111.,  Mr.  Wm.  Tell,  Austin, 
Texas,  Mr.  Chas.  Henlock  and  Mr.  Magnus 
Swenson,  Washington,  D.  C,  The  Dingee  & 
Conard  Co.,  West  Grove,  Pa.,  Jas.  R.  Pitcher, 
Short  Hills,  N.  J.,  E.  N.  Merkel,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  Mr.  John  Lewis  Childs  and  Mr.  E.  S. 
Miller,  Floral  Park,  N.  Y.,  Dau'l  W.  Crane  of 
California,  and  one  from  Mr.  S.  Frederick 
Gross,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  closing  his 
letter,  writes  "I  trust  you  will  fully  enjoy  the 
soups,  roasts,  entrements  and  jellies  tliat  our 
sticky  pets  might  be  made  into  ;  that  your 
board  may  be  presided  over  by  the  "grand 
Old  Man",  and  the  "Night-Bloomer"  shine 
out  in  all  its  glory,  and  that  you  will  not 
awake  the  next  morning  with  a  "Cereus" 
feeling,  nor  see  any  "Rat-tails";  and  we 
didn't.  The  grand  finale  on  the  menu  was 
'Katzenjammer',  an  expression  very  familiar 
to  Germans,  but  to  the  present  time  the 
writer  has  not  heard  of  any  outbreak  of  this 
disease  amongst  the  members,  and  takes  it 
for  granted,  that  they  had  not  seen  any  "rat 
tails  "  Dancing  was  continued  until  a  very 
late  hour  and  was  enjoyed  by  all,  and  regrets 
were  freely  expressed  when  the  hour  had 
come  that  we  must  part  to  wait  a  whole  year 
for  another  anniversary  and  banquet. 

1  of-m. 

WHITTEN  FOB  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 

Cereus    Speciosissimus. 

C.    L.    S.,   BALTIMOKE 

TPHIS  is  a  specie  of  branching  cadli  like  the 
•  Cereus  grandiflorus,  producing  tubular 
flowers  3  or  4  inches  in  diameter,  with  purple 
crimson  colors,  and  with  rainbow  reflections 
within.  It  has  been  known  to  cover  a  space 
of  120  feet  on  the  back  wall  of  a  hot-house, 
and  to  produce  ihousands  of  flowers  annual- 
ly. A  variety  has  been  produced  by  fertiliz- 
ing this  species  with  the  pollen  of  C.  grandi- 
florus, and  the  result  is  a  flower  9  or  10  in. 
in  diameter,  and  of  a  color  varying  from  a 
bright  red  to  a  brilliant  crimson,  though, like 
Cereus  grandiflorus,  it  opens  at  night,  yet  it 
remains  open  for  three  or  four  days.  This 
variety  is  known  as  Cereus  grandiflorus  May- 
nardi.  A  large  plant  of  it  in  bloom  is  a 
magnificent  sight. 
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C.  flagelliformis  has  a  creeping  or  trailing 
stem,  and  produces  its  bright  rose  colored 
flowers  in  abundance  ;  the  flexibility  of  this 
plant  allows  it  to  be  twined  into  wreath  form 
and  various  other  ways.  This  plant  just  de- 
scribed is  what  is  commonly  called  Rattail 
Ca6lus.  Many  other  interesting  species  and 
varieties  of  Cerei  could  be  described,  as  this 
particular  gen  us  of  ca<5tus,  collectively  speak- 
ing is  rich  aud  full. 


WHITTEN  FOR    THE    CACTUS    JOUflMAL. 


CEREUS  QIGANTEUS. 

CARROLL,  UALTIMIIRE. 

pEW  persons  who  have  petted  a  cactus  in 
'  a  pot  for  its  oddity,  or  for  its  beautiful 
flowers  are  aware  to  what  dimensions,  under 


favorable  conditious,  some  members  of  this 
family  attain.  We  present  our  readers  with 
a  scene  in  Mexico,  in  which  the  Giant  Callus, 
Cereiis  Gig^anieus,  is  the  promiuent  aud  strik- 
ing effect.  Dr.  Engelnian,  one  of  the  leading 
botanists,  who  visited  that  section  some  years 
since,  says  :   "As  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  in 


the  valley  or  on  the  mouutains,  little  else  but 
rocky  boulders  and  the  stately,  yet  awfully 
sombre  aspect  of  the  Cereus  Giganteus  can 
be  seen."  These  plants  attain  a  height  of  50 
to  60  feet,  aud  have  but  few  branches,  as  is 
seen  by  the  illustration.  The  branches  start 
out  at  right  angels  to  the  main  stem,  and 
then  turn  upwards  ;  the  stems  are  gradually 
ribbed  or  fluted,  the  ribs  varying  in  number 
from  12  to  20,  and  have  at  intervals  of  about 
an  inch,  thick  yellow  cushions,  bearing  5  or  6 
large,  and  many  smaller  spines.  The  flowers 
are  produced  near  the  summit  of  the  stems, 
and  brandies,  aud  are  about  4  or  5  inches  long 
by  3  or  4  inches  in  diameter,  having  light, 
cream  colored  petals.  The  fruit  are  about  2 
or  3  inches  long,  of  a  green  color,  slightly 
reddish  at  the  upper  end,  and  oval  in  form, 
having  a  broad  scar  at  the  top  caused  by  the 
flower  falling  off ;  when  ripe  they  burst  into 
three  or  four  pieces,  which  curve 
back,  so  as  to  resemble  a  flower.  In- 
side they  contain  numerous  black 
seeds  imbedded  in  a  crimson-color- 
ed pulp,  of  a  sweet,  but  rather  insip- 
id flavor.  The  Pimos  and  Papagos 
Indians  who  eat  the  ripe  fruit,  gather 
it  by  means  of  a  forked  stick,  tied 
to  the  end  of  a  long  pole.  When  the 
plants  arrive  at  their  full  age,  said 
to  be  between  three  and  four  hun- 
dred years,  they  dry  up  and  split  to 
pieces,  aud  fall  away. 

Nearly  all  the  forms  which  the 
cactus  assume  are  compadl,  expo- 
sing only  a  small  surface  to  the  air 
compared  with  the  bulk.  The  sur- 
face or  green  skin,  or  rind,  performs 
the  function  of  the  leaves,  and  as  it 
is  thick  and  firm,  evaporation  is 
slight,  and  the  circulation  of  the 
plant  is  slow,  aud  its  annual  growth 
small.  The  inner  strufture  of  the 
plant  shows  little  woody  fibre,  but  a 
mass  of  succulent  tissue  ;  formed  in 
this  manner  they  are  capable  of 
storing  up  aud  holding  during  the 
long  drought  to  which  they  are  ex- 
posed, the  moisture  they  take  up  in 
the  rainy  season,  when  they  are 
growing. 


Did  our  readers  ever  try  growing  Cereus 
Fl.AGELLlKORMiS  in  an  ox  horn?  If  you  can 
procure  a  pretty  horn,  aud  those  that  are  long 
and  twisted  are  the  nicest.  It  makes  a  neat 
ornament  for  a  pillar  on  a  porch,  or  on  each 
side  of  a  door.  The  Mexicans  call  it  "Flor 
de  Queruo'',  or  flower  of  the  horn. 
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Echinocactus  Horizonthalonius. 

PILO   C  ,   PENNA. 

HERE  we  have  a  plant  of  the  numerous 
Echinocaftus  species,  which,  on  account 
of  its  shape,  beautiful  gray  color,  and  the 
peculiar  arrangement  of  the  horn-like  spines 
on  its  thick  ridges,  making  it  a  very  desi- 
rable plant  to  grace  any  coIle<5lion  of  catti. 


Echinocactus  Horizonthalonius. 

It  is  said  to  be  quite  an  easy  plant  to  grow; 
but  my  experience  with  it  has  proved  it  to  be 
to  the  contrary— very  difficult  to  get  to  grow. 
I  have  tried  seven  different  specimens,  re- 
ceiving them  all  from  the  same  source  in 
New  Mexico  ;  and  all  at  different  times,  some 
in  early  Spring,  others  later  on,  until  the 
middle  of  Summer.  The  plants,  when  re- 
ceived (by  mail),  all  apparently  being  in  good 
condition,  with  the  exception  that  the  roots 
were  broken  off.  On  some  of  the  larger  roots 
the  baik  was  completely  stripped  off.  I  cut 
these  broken  and  stripped  roots  away,  leav- 
ing only  the  small  and  uninjured  roots. 

The  first  I  received,  was  a  plant  about  8 
inches  high  and  6  inches  in  diameter.  (And 
a  fine  specimen  it  was.)  I  received  this  early 
in  March,  planted  it  in  very  sandy  soil,  wa- 
tering it  well,  so  as  to  get  the  soil  well  settled 
about  the  roots  and  base  of  the  plant,  so  as 
to  have  the  plant  set  firm  in  the  soil.  The 
soil  was  not  wet  again.  Once  a  week  I  spray- 
ed the  plant  to  remove  the  dust,  and  in  three 
weeks  it  turned  black  between  the  ribs  near 
the  top.  I  laid  this  failing  to  my  spraying 
the  plant.  I  tried  another  half  as  large  as 
the  first  one,  which  I  planted  in  the  same  soil 


and  did  not  let  water  touch  it,  and  it  went  as 
did  the  first.  I  tried  another  in  clean  sand 
kept  in  a  cold  frame,  did  not  water  sand  or 
plant,  and  this  one  dried  up.  And  so  it  went, 
all  my  efforts  with  this  particular  variety, 
proved  failures.  With  all  other  kinds,  (of 
which  I  have  over  too  varieties,)  I  have  splen- 
did success. 

I  wrote  the  party  in  New  Mexico,  as  to  the 
cause  of  my  failure,  receiving  reply  that  the 
soil  was  too  strong,  as  in  New  Mexico  they 
grew  in  very  gravelly  soil,  and  in  the  clefts 
of  rock,  this  causing  the  long  roots  to  be 
broken  off,  and  the  bark  stripped  off  the 
roots,  when  the  collector  removed  the  plant 
from  their  native  soil.  I  shall  try  it  again 
this  Spring,  when  my  formula  for  soil  will  be 
broken  biick-bats,  sand  and  leaf-mold,  brick 
bats  predominating.  If  I  have  success  at  last 
will  let  the  many  readers  of  tlie  Journai, 
know  it. 
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To  Prepare  Cacti  Beds. 

A    P.,  IOWA. 

■  N  planting  cacti  out  of  doors,  to  insure 
'  success,  one  must  invariably  observe  cer- 
tain rules,  the  disregard  of  which  can  result 
in  utter  failure.  In  the  first  place  care  must 
be  taken  in  the  preparation  of  the  beds, 
which  should  always  be  an  elevated  mound- 
like, sloping  from  the  centre,  so  there  will 
be  no  stagnate  moisture  at  the  roots. 

The  soil  that  I  have  found  best  adapted  to 
suit  all  out-door  varieties,  is  a  mixture  of 
loam  and  sand,  one-third  of  the  latter  as 
coarse  as  obtainable.  Pieces  of  mortar  and 
small  stones  mixed  will  greatly  facilitate 
drainage. 

After  the  plants  are  arranged,  I  cover  the 

top  of  the  bed  with  sand  and  small  pebbles. 

They  prevent  the  soil  from  splashing  when  it 

rains. 

I  have  planted  cafti  seed  in  beds  prepared 

in  this  way,  and  have  been  very  successful. 
Every  one  should  try  raising  a  few  specimen 
plants  from  seed.  The  little  plants  when 
just  peeping  out  of  the  ground  present  a 
grotesque  and  interesting  study. 

It  is  not  advisable  to  transplant  cafli  in 
the  fall,  as  more  or  less  will  decay  during 
the  winter.  Opuntia  cuttings  can  be  rooted 
very  quickly  if  planted  out  in  beds  fully  ex- 
posed to  the  sun. 
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In  their  native  home  cadli  receive  a  little 
more  water  in  the  Spring,  than  at  other 
times,  but  usually  require  water  only  once  or 
twice  a  month,  and  then  very  sparingly. 

I  have  never  had  any  plants  to  decay  when 
planted  out. 

The  true  catti  lover  is  like  a  miser  with  his 
gold -covets  more. 


A  Bit  of  History. 

"TpHE  word  Cactus  or  CAcTos  was  used  by 
'  Theophrastus  for  a  spring  plant  of  Si- 
cily, probably  the  artichoke.  Linureus  used 
the  word  as  a  generic  name,  and  made  all 
the  kinds  he  knew  species  of  it,  describing  in 
1753  only  22  species.  In  1812  Haworth  sepa- 
rated the  species  into  five  genera,  the  origi- 
nal generic  name  Caclus  being  discarded. 

President  John  M.  Coulter  in  1S94  has  re- 
instated the  name  Caclus  in  place  of  Mamil- 
laria,  in  his  "Preliminary  Revision  of  the 
North  American  Species  of  Caftus,  Auhalo- 
nium  and  Lophophora." 


wniTTEN  FOB    ' 


^E    CACTUS    JOURl 


THE  PEOPLE'S  CACTUS. 

riivL  i.ocA  vrsi-:,  va. 

A  LTHOUGH  our  floral  papers  may  con- 
'^  tinue  to  devote  page  after  page  to  de- 
scribing the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  the 
Night-blooming  Cereus,  when  floweiing ; 
though  Caclus  collectors  may  boast  each 
year  of  the  discovery  of  new  and  wonderful 
plants  of  grotesque  form,  and  unpronoun- 
cable  names;  while  CaClus  growers  rejoice  in 
the  possession  of  the  beautiful,  rain-bowed 
Echinocereus  Candicans,  or  the  hoary -headed 
Pilocereus  Senilis  :  Yet,  after  all,  it  is  prob- 
able, that  the  popular  caftus,  in  faiSl,  the 
Cactus  of  the  future,  will  be  the  humble 
Opuntia. 

Opuntias  have  many  good  points  to  com- 
mend them  to  general  favor.  Heing  of  rapid 
growth,  years  of  patient  care  are  not  requir- 
ed to  produce  a  fine  specimen.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  such  higli-toued  novelties  as  the 
"Great  Bear"  they  are  usually  cheap,  a  con- 
sideration not  to  be  despised  by  the  amateur 
of  limited  means,  who  wishes  to  form  a  large 
collection.  The  order  of  Opuntias  includes 
both  low-growing,  dwarf  varieties  and  tall 
arborescent  specief.  They  make  useful 
"hedge-plants",  while  their  fruits  are  also  as- 


suming a  commercial  value.  Many  of  them 
are  entirely  hardy,  and  will  endure  more  cold 
and  more  negleft  than  other  ca6li.  Opuntias 
will  grow  in  any  soil,  no  matter  how  poor> 
though  they  will  readily  respond  to  generous 
treatment.  They  are  less  fastiduous  about 
getting  their  feet  wet,  than  other  members 
of  the  great  cactus  family.  They  rival  the 
Mamillarias  in  the  bright  colors  of  their 
spines,  and  have  also  showy  flowers,  of  a 
good  size,  while  the  blossoms  of  the  Manial- 
larias  are  too  small  to  wiu  general  admira- 
tion, though  daintj-  in  coloring  ami  graceful 
in  shape.  Many  of  them  have  large  and  con- 
spicuous Spines,  though  those  of  O.  Lurida, 
are  very  fine  and  short,  like  a  Cereus  but  if 
you  wish  a  smooth,  spineless  plant,  O.  Micro- 
dasys  is  a  charming  one,  without  any  objec- 
tionable spines.  If  you  crave  for  the  long 
white  hairs  of  the  Pilocereus  class,  O.  Senilis 
is  almost  as  venerable  in  appearance  as  the 
P.  Senilis  itself.  Indeed,  so  diversified  in 
form  and  coloring,  and  jn  the  size  of  their 
spines,  are  the  Opuntias,  that  you  can 
have  almost  unique  collection,  though  you 
grow  nothing  but  Opuntias. 
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Remedies  for  Insects  on  Plants. 

BUGS.  When  the  mealy  bug  gets  a  firm 
hold  on  a  plant,  there  is  no  remedy  so  good 
as  spraying  witli  pure  alcohol,  using  an  or- 
dinary atomizer. 

RKD  SPIDER  will  give  way  to  tepid  water. 

BROWN  SCALE  can  be  attacked  with 
many  things,  but  the  scale  should  be  first  re- 
moved or  broken  with  a  brush  or  pointed 
stick.  Whale  oil  or  tobacco  soap  used  strong- 
ly will  fix  us.  Some  use  fir-tree  oil,  but  its 
u.'e  requires  care.  In  California  they  only 
visit  the  nearest  citrus  grove,  and  catch  an 
Australian  lady-bug  or  two,  which  will  soon 
eat  up  any  scale. 

COCHINEAL  BUGS  are  seldom  scon  in  the 
North,  but  they  give  way  readily  to  weak 
tobacco  water,  as  does  also  the  GREY 
LOUSE.  Where  fir-tree  oil  is  used  it  should 
only  be  used  with  rain  or  distilled  water, 
or  it  will  blacken  the  plant. 

GREEN  FLY.  It  is  pretty  well  known  that 
tobacco  smoke  and  green  fly  arc  deadly  ene- 
mies. Carp,  Cal. 

^"Now  is  the  time  to  make  up  your  Spring 
orders  for  cacti.  Write  to  our  advertisers 
for  price-lists  and  place  your  order  with  them. 
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A  List  of  Some  Desirable  Agaves. 

Carp,  California. 

it/^LIFTON'S"  article  on  Agaves  in  De- 
^^  cember  number  of  the  Cactus  Jour- 
nal is  a  very  good  one,  sol  thought  as  there 
seemed  to  be  considerable  inquiry  about 
these  plants,  I  would  add  the  names  of  a  few- 
varieties  suitable  for  eastern  amateurs. 

A.  Americana  and  its  variegated  form,  in 
a  few  years  grows  to  such  a  large  size,  that 
they  are  only  suited  to  large  establishments. 

A.  Victoria  Regina  is  about  the  best  of 
the  dwarf  sorts.  It  was  introduced  some 
years  ago  at  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents  a 
plant,  but  can  now  be  bought  for  a  half  a  dol- 
lar and  upwards.  A  good  companion  for  it  is 
A.  GiLBEYi  which  sells  at  about  tlie  same 
price.  It  is  a  pretty  plant  with  the  variega- 
tions on  the  edges  of  the  leaves,  somewhat 
changeable  in  color.  A.  StricTA,  a  var.  of 
A.  Striata,  is  also  a  favorite  of  mine,  with  its 
great  number  of  thin  narrow  leaves,  (150-200) 
pointing  upwards.  It  also  sells  at  from  50c. 
to  |i.oo.      A.  Maculata,  syn.   Maculosa,  is 


A.    victoria   Regina. 

very  desirable  as  a  quick  grower,  curiously 
marked  with  round,  dark  brownish  spots.  It 
is  tuberous  rooted,  and  the  tubers  can  be 
bought  as  low  as  twenty  five  cents.  These 
four  being  of  dwarfer  growth,  are  suited  for 
any  amateur's  collection. 

There  are  lots  of  others— their  name  is  le- 
gion—but  I  will  coutent  myself  by  only  men- 
tioning the  names  of  a  few  of  the  rarer  ones 
worth  growing.  The  ambitious  grower  can 
not  go  amiss  with  any  of  these,  as  all  of  them 
are  beautiful  plants,  easily  grown,  and  most 
of  them,  not  so  common,  but  what  their 
owner  can  feel  proud  of  them. 


A.    Applanata,   leaves    in   dense   rosette 
form.     A.  CelsiANA,  a  very  beautiful   Mexi- 
can.    A.  DeserTi  and  A.  Parryi  look  much 
alike  in  my  garden,  and  are  good  sorts  with 
glaucous  leaves.      A.  Shawii  is  a  fine  sort 
from  Lower  California,  with  shorter,  stouter 
leaves  of  a  fine  brownish  olive  tint.  A.  GEM- 
iniFlora  and  A.  Schidigera  (new),  are  good 
Mexican  forms,  and  not  at  all  common.     A. 
Palmeri  is  a  new  Mexican.     A.  RigidA  and 
its  var.  SisilAnA  from  Yucatan,  are  now  be- 
ing cultivated,   particularly   the    latter,   for 
their  fibre,  which  is  called  Sisal  Hemp.     A. 
Horrida  is  not  so  bad   as  its  name  would 
suggest,  50  to  60  leaves,  i  foot,  very  thornj-. 
Many  people  admire  it.      A.   MiTR-EFormis 
has  ascending  lanceolate  leaves,   light  glau- 
cous green,  concave  on  face,  and  convex  on 
back.     A.  Salmiana  aurea  Marginati  is 
very  choice,  with  gold  margins.     A.  ScHoTTi 
and  A.  FiLlFERA  (?)  may  be  much  alike.     (I 
have   only   the   former  )        They   both   have 
thready  formations  on  margin  of  leaf.     The 
former  is  very  neat  with  its  white  threads 
hanging  down.   A.  VERSCHAFFElTi  has  glau- 
cous leaves  of  a  distinct  character,     A.  Lech- 
UGUILLA  has  a  plain  stripe  in  centre  of  leaf. 
It   is   the    "Ixle"  plant,   from    the   fibres  of 
which  the  Mexicans  make  ropes,  baskets, etc. 
A.  MesoTillA  is  a  fine  sort  of  similar  mark- 
ings, but  of  shorter,  stouter  growth.     A.   Da- 
SYLIRon  is  better  known  by  its  many  narrow 
leaves.     A.  Noah  is  said  to  be  the  true  Cen- 
tury  plant   that   blooms   once  in  a  hundred 
years.     The  leaves  are  of  a  pale  ashy  gray, 
very  wide  and  short,  and  very  much  turned 
up  at  the  sides.     It  sells  at  from  f  i.oo  to  fs.oo 
and  is  worth  it. 

Now,  to  finish  up  the  Xs,  as  the  boy  said, 
are  much  mixed  up.  Baker's  Amaryllidae 
gives  A.  Xai.ApEnsis  as  synonimous  with  A. 
Polyacaniha,  30  leaves,  i  to  2  feet  long.  A. 
Xylonicantaa,  (not  Xylacantha)  IS  given  as 
having  ensiform  leaves,  20,  2  to  3  feet  long, 
3  to  4  inches  wide,  few  irregular  hooked  teeth. 
Mrs.  Nickels  says  of  it  :  "A  curious  plant 
with  leaves  thin  and  long,  twisted  into  curi- 
ous shapes,  like  a  cow's  horn  or  cork  screw, 
spines  very  grotesque  in  shape,  some  being 
very  wide  and  thiu,  and  sometimes  resem- 
bling a  cycle."  She  also  states  she  has  three 
varieties  of  A.  Americana  known  locally  as 
"Dark,"    "Green"   or  "White  Maguery." 

Some  sorts  bloom  the  second  year,  (almost 
the  first),  like  Maculata,  others  at  five  years, 
some  ten  and  twelve,  much  depending  upon 
the  degree  of  heat.  One  item  adds  to  their 
beauty,  and  that  is,  that  each  leaf  (of 
many  sorts),  as  it  unfolds  leaves,  the  imprint 
of  its  outlines  on  the  one  under  it,  and  these 
beautiful  markings  are  permanent,  forming 
different  shades  of  color. 
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CACTUS  CHATS. 


-No.  4. 


Phil  I.oca  Yusk,  Va. 

An  Invalid  Cactus. 


Edna.  By  the  way,  Vera,  whatever  became 
of  your  Auhaloniam  Williani.siif  I  remeiuber 
how  di.sappoiuted  you  were,  when  it  cauie 
last  Spring,  so  badly  crushed  iu  the  mail. 

Vtra.  Yes,  I  was  terril>Iy  disappoiuted  at 
receiviug  it  in  such  a  bruised  and  damaged 
condition.    The  base  of  the  plant  was  quite 


\:, 

soft,  and  decay  hail  plaiuly  .set  iu.  However 
I  was  uetcrmiued  not  to  lose  so  odd  and  at- 
tractive a  Cattus,  without  doing  all  in  mv 
power  to  save  it.  Therefore,  instead  of 
throwing  the  plant  away  as  worthless,  as  I 
was  tempted  to  do,  I  cut  off  the  decayed  part, 
having  to  sacrifice  nearly  all  the  long  turuip 
shaped  root,  that  is  its  chief  characteristic.  I 
then  rubbed  all  the  base  of  the  plant  care- 
fully with  lime  placed  iu  a  small  pot  of  dry 
chip  dirt,  secured  from  an  old  wood  pile,  and 
mixed  with  about  one  third  sand.  This  mix- 
ture formed  a  very  light,  porous  soil,  also 
quite  rich. 

Edna.  I  suppose,  as  you  are  always  so 
lucky  with  your  Cafti,  that  the  Auhalouium 
at  once  began  growiug  rapidly,  and  that  it 
soon  became  a  fine  plant. 

Vera.  Not  at  all  !  Indeed  it  did  not  grow 
a  bit,  but  just  staid  at  oue  thing  all  the  time, 
and  though  I  gave  very  little  water,  only 
sulked,  if  one  may  use  that  expression  about 
a  plant.  After  a  while,  however,  small  yel" 
low  spots  appeared  upon  the  plant,  spread- 
ing rapidly,  in  spite  of  all  I  could  do  at  first 
to  check  them. 

Edna.  But  what  caused  them  ?  Were  they 
produced,  do  you  think,  by  any  insect  ? 

Vera.  I  found  no  trace  of  insects,  so  think 
they  must  have  been  due  toil  beingin  an  un- 
healthy condition,  I,  at  first,  carefully  re- 
moved  all  the  spots  as  fast   as   they   made 


their  appearance,  but  as  they  spread,  I  ap- 
plied soap-suds  liberally.  And,  finding  that 
did  no  good,  I  repotted  my  Auhalouium, 
usiug  poorer  soil  and  more  sand.  Even  this 
did  not  check  the  increase  of  those  trouble- 
some spots.  Therefore  I  began  sponging  the 
plant  off  with  alcohol  every  other  morning. 
I  noticed  the  improvement  almost  from  the 
start,  and  in  four  applications  had  routed  the 
enemy.  My  caftus  soon  showed  signs  of 
growth,  becoming  shortly  a  fine  vigorous 
plant,  thus  proving  the  importance  of  remov- 
ing the  yellow  spots.  I  used  the  alcohol  with- 
out diluting  it,  putting  it  on  with  a  bit  of 
sponge,  dipped  in  the  fluid,  so  it  was  no 
trouble  to  apply.  My  plant  not  only  grew, 
but  bloomed.  The  flowers,  though  small, 
are  charming,  beiug  of  a  lovely  shade  of 
pink  and  freely  produced.  I  bedded  it  out 
daring  the  summer,  and  have  found  it  such 
a  success,  both  in  the  greenhouse  and  as  a 
bedding  plant,  that  1  intend,  as  soon  as  ever 
I  can,  to  treat  myself  to  the  two  other  varie- 
ties, the  Prismaticum  and  Fissurata. 
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AGIANT  QUEEN. 


L    M.  FOKD,  CALIF 


C'^UTHERN  California  is  noted  for  its  na- 
*-'  live  Cacfli,  both  common  and  rare.  Our 
great  masses  of  Opuutias  Euglmani  and  pro- 
lifera  are  dreaded  by  many  a  rancher  who 
has  laud  to  clear  for  the  plow.  It  is  not  how- 
ever generally  known  in  the  East  that  here 
also  may  be  found  many  caiiii  from  warmer 
countiies,  that  seem  to  endure  the  cold  of 
our  winters  quite  as  well  as  those  of  the 
"manor  born."  Mrs.  Shepherd's  monster 
Cereus  Triangularis  at  Ventura,  45  feet  high, 
is  an  example  of  what  that  variety  will  do 
when  planted  out,  as  they  do  honeysuckles 
east  of  the  rockies  and  in  Europe.  Here  at 
San  Diego  in  the  yard  of  Philip  Morse,  Esq., 
is  a  Phyllocadlus  Latifrons  planted  about  S 
years  ago,  that  has  now  nearly  reached  the 
top  of  a  high  bay  window,  with  a  diameter  of 
four  or  five  feet.  At  one  time  during  the 
past  summer  135  flowers  were  counted.  If 
another  can  be  found  to  equal  this  in  Florida 
or  auy  other  state,  we  hope  to  see  the  same 
reported  iu  the  CACTUS  Journal. 

tS^Advertise  your  "specialties",  "wants" 
and  "exchanges"  in  our  specialty  column  on 
page  77. 
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Cht    H^altimorf     ^jSCtm     Momnnl     i^  the  purchase  of  seed    and    plants.      We 

cannot  be  too  careful  in  this  respect  ;  in 
breeding  of  plants  by  the  inexperienced, 
like  in  breeding  of  stock,  invariably  pro- 
duces unsatisfactory  results. 

Our  advertiser's  catalogues  all  contain 
much  valuable  information  and  are  gotten 
up  with  great  taste  and  elegance. 

We  advise  our  readers  to  send  stamps 
for  return  postage,  and  carefully  study 
them  before  planting  time,  believing  it 
will  be  time  and  money  well  spent. 
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It  is  with  pardonable  pride  that  we  call 
special  attention  to  this  number  of  the 
Journal.  We  think  that  all  our  readers 
will  agree  with  us  in  saying  that  this  is  the 
best  number  yet. 

To  all  who  are  engaged  in  the  growing 
of  cactaceous  plants,  the  articles  in  this 
number  will  prove  instructive,  while  the 
correspondence  is  very  interesting. 

To  the  friends  who  have  aided  us  in  ac- 
complishing these  results  we  extend  our 
thanks. 

We  are  not  satisfied  to  let  the  Journal 
stop  at  this,  we  want  to  improve  it  still 
more,  and  make  it  a  representative  maga- 
zine of  its  class.  To  this  end  we  invoke 
the  aid  of  all  our  subscribers,  and  trust 
that  they  will  feel  that  the  interests  of  all 
depend  in  a  measure  upon  eacli.  If  you 
love  and  cultivate  plants  try  and  reach 
your  friends  and  get  them  interested,  send 
us  some  names  that  we  may  send  them 
sample  copies  or  send  us  some  of  your  ex- 
periences for  publication.  If  the  Journal 
has  been  of  service  to  you  mention  it  to 
others  and  try  and  get  their  subscription. 
One  of  the  mist  interesting  parts  of  the 
Journal  should  be  the  question  column. 
If  you  are  in  doubt  about  any  point  write 
to  us  and  we  will  answer  your  questions 
to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

* 
*   * 

It  is  not  too  early  to  lay  our  plans  for 
out  door  work  in  the  Spring,  and  one  of 
the  most  important  things  to  be  considered 


We  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
cards  of  our  advertisers  in  this  number  of 
The  Journal.  Several  of  these  appear  for 
the  first  time,  and  are  offering  some  very 
tempting  and  surprisingly  cheap  collec- 
tions. 'I'hese  firms  are  thoroughly  reliable 
and  orders  entrusted  to  them  will  receive 
their  best  attention.      Among  them  are 

The  California  Caftus  Co.  offer  a  specially 
cheap  collection,  containing  some  very 
rare  plants. 

A.  H.  Alverson,  with  a  list  of  specialties,  ad- 
ding an  entire  new  species. 

L.  R.  Benedict  who  has  made  special  reduc- 
tion to  the  readers  of  the  Journal  for  seed 
of  Freesia. 

Pampas  Grove,  Pampas  plumes  and  tropical 
plants. 

The  Good  &  Reese  Co.,  special  50c.  collec- 
tions of  very  desirable  plants. 

Mrs  Maud  M  Briggs,  Special  collections  of 
Caai. 

Blanc  &  Co.,  Rare  Ca6ti,  Euphorbias,  etc., 
"Hints  on  Catti"  for  loc.  to  any  address. 

McDowell  &  Co.,  Agaves,  Bulbs,  Ferns,  and 
Special  collettions  of  Cai51;i  and  Orchids. 

Mrs.  Anna  B.  Nickels,  has  a  fine  lot  of  Cadli 
at  re.isonable  prices. 

Chas.  Hamilton,  fine  seedling  Ceieus  and 
succulents. 

Lyon  &  Cobbe,  Special  novelties,  some  offer- 
ed by  no  others  in  the  world. 

John  L.  Armstrong,  Pond  Lilies. 

Mrs.  Frances  Bright,  Cadfli. 

Wm.  Tell,  Fine  Catti,  Bulbs,  &c. 

Mrs.  Alia  Scott,  Native  Cafli  and  Crocuses. 

E.  A.  Seidewilz,  offers  a  remedy  for  which  all 
Cacti  growers  will  have  need. 

C.  Eppler  &  Sous,  Water  Tanks  for  florists. 

M.  J.  Peckens,  Ca(5ti,  Bulbs,  etc. 

Cheswold  Plant  Gardens,  Vegetable  and 
Berry   Plants. 

The  Evergreen  Nurseries,  Trees  of  every  de- 
criotioa. 
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CACTUS  GOSSIP. 

r.  L.  v..  VA. 

Carp.  -I  tliink  I  .^^hall  follow  the  example 
you  have  .'^et  tne,  and  "gos.=;ip"  a  little  over 
No.  7,  of  our  Journal.  Of  course,  any  copy 
of  TnE  Journal  is  worth"twobits"  and  more. 
Although  your  penuame  grants  you  the  lib- 
erty perhaps  to  "Carp"  and  to  criticise,  still, 
as  you  intended  to  give  us  a  push  in  the  right 
direction,  ought  you  not  to  have  lieaded  your 
article  "A  Shove  from  Carp?" 

I  have  a  plan  too.  and  with  your  help  and 
that  of  our  other  C.  C's,  believe  wc  can  give 
the  Cacftus  a  boom.  Manvof  usare,  no  doubt 
subscribers  to  many  of  the  floral  papers  pub- 
lished. Suppose  we  each  write  to  the  editors 
of  these  papers,  asking  them  to  bring  out  a 
"Special  Caftus  Number"  for  February,  1896, 
and  offer  to  write  an  article  on  Caftus,  if  de- 
sired, for  that  issue.  If  quite  a  number  of  re- 
quests are  sent  in,  I  don't  think  they  will  re- 
fuse. He  will  then  have  all  the  time  neces- 
sary for  preparation,  and  can  collect,  during 
the  year,  any  articles  needed  The  Spring 
and  Summer  seasons  are  usually  devoted  in 
our  floral  papers  to  describing  the  laying  off 
of  gardens,  sowing  seed,  the  culture  of  An- 
nals, Gladiolus,  Ro.ses,  etc  ;  wliile  the  Fall 
and  Winter  are  occupied  by  glowing  accounts 
of  the  Holland  bulbs  and  Winter  bloomers. 
February  is  generally  a  dull  month  in  flori- 
culture, and  is  chosen  for  this  reason. 

But.  who  will  write  the  desired  manual  on 
Cacti  and  succulents?  To  have  a  thoroughly 
practical  work  on  a  small  scale,  however,  in- 
duce a  uumberofCaftus  growers  to  prepare  a 
paper  entitled  "My  own  Colletliou,"  descri- 
bing only  such  plants  as  tliey  had  personally 
gtowu,  giving  their  methods  of  culture,  their 
devices  for  destroying  iusetls,  etc.,  and  thus 
you  see,  these  papers  could  be  combined  in- 
to a  very  readable  and  instructive  pamphlet. 

I  find  tint  Cactus  sown  in  very  sandy  soil 
in  mid-summer,  when  the  temperature  is  of 
course,  very  high,  ome  up  readily  enough 
but  most  of  the  seedliugs  will  damp  off  in 
spite  of  all  my  care. 

Carroll.  —  It  is  nf  utmost  importance  to 
the  fl  >\ver  grower  to  have  a  good  soil  always 
on  hand,  and  ready  for  use.  Would  it  not  be 
well  to  put  it  in  the  cell.ar,  or  under  cover  to 
keep  it  dry. 

E.  Braunton. —  I  am  glad  to  fiud  our 
"Poet's  Corner"  occupied. 

Rosa  ClANDA.--!  hope  you  will  constitute 
yourself  the  champion  of  other  wild  flowers, 


as  well  as  the  wild  rose,  for  our  dainty  wild- 
ings are  apt  to  be  entirely  overlooked  and 
neglected,  while  we  are  eagerly  seeking  the 
"latest  novelties"  from  Japan  or  Peru. 

C.  L.  S.,  Baltimore.  — Your  ariicle  on  the 
Night  Blooming  Cereus  will  indeed  be  of  in- 
terest to  all  cactus  growers,  but  wish  you  had 
mentioned  the  age  at  which  the  plant  blooms. 
Your  dirertions  for  rooting  Rose  cuttings  are 
so  plain  and  thorough,  that  no  doubt  many 
will  follow  them  with  success. 

W.  P.,  R.  I. — I  would  like  to  be  among  the 
number  who  look  over  the  fence  at  your  beau- 
tiful flowers. 

A.  X.,  Allegheny,  Pa., — As  the  statement 
in  the  answer  colums  concerning  the  habitat 
of  the  genus  EDiphvUuni  was  in  answer  to  a 
question  about  Phyllocacti.  I  think  the 
word  Epiphyllum  was  used  for  Phj  llocaclus 
by  mistake. 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Buck  NELL. —  I  hope  that  you  and 
the  other  C.  C's  who  have  very  old  ca6"li  will 
write  to  the  JourAL,  giving  age  and  dimen- 
sions, etc.  ol  their  plants. 

Mrs.  Anna  B.  Nickels.— Tell  us  some- 
thing abo.it  the  Agaves  next  time.  Your 
mountain  climb  must  have  been  enjoyble  de- 
spite the  rain. 

A.  P.,  Iowa -Your  article  on  potting  cat\i 
w.as  well  timed  as  many  of  us  will  shift  Our 
plants  this  Spring. 

Mrs.  W.,Ct.  — Perhaps  you're  not  particular 
enough  about  watering  your  grafted  plant, 
or  the  soil  mav  not  have  been  suitable. 


CATALOGUES  RECEIVED. 


Sunset  Seed  &  Plant  Co.,  San  Francisco,  Cal 

J.  J.  H.  Gregory  &  .Sous,  Marblehead,  Mass. 

W.  Atlee  Burpee  &Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

B.  A.  KUiott  &  Co.,  Pittsburgh,  I'a. 

Dingee  &  Couard  Co.,  West  Grove.  Pa. 

Robt.  Scott  &  Son,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  Wni.  H.  Moore  Co.,  Morrisville,  Pa. 

L.  W.  Goddell,  Dwight,  Mass 

Jos.  Harris  Co.,  Morton  Farm,  N.  Y. 

Johnson  &  Stokes,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

John  Lewis  Childi,   Floral  Park,  N.  Y. 

The  National  Plant  Co.,  Dayton,  O. 

Nanz  &  Neuuer,  Louisville.  Ky. 

W.  W.  Ranisou  &  Co.,  Boston,  Ma^s. 

Reid's  Nurseries,  Bridgeport,  'ihio. 

The  Siorrs  &  Harrison  Co  ,  Paincsville,  Ohio. 

Jos.  liicck  &  Sons,  Boston,  Mass. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  beautifully  illustra- 
ted catalogue  from  the  Good  &  Reese  Co.,  of 
Springfield,  O.  The  colored  plate  of  their 
new  rose,  Gen'l  Rob.  E.  Lee  is  very  fine.  It  is 
"a  floral  tre.isure"  and  will  be  mailed  to  any 
address  on  receipt  of  loc.  See  their  advertise- 
ment of  "Rainbow  Collection"  on  page  77. 
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The    'Antiseptic"  Treatment  of 
Succulents. 

A.  A.  KLEIXSCHMIDT.     MO. 

•yniS  may  appear  rather  an  odd  term  to 
plants,  but  I  will  endeavor  to  make  this 
"rational"  plausible.     The  great  foe  of  cafti 
aside  fromoverwateringin  winter  areinsefts, 
notably  the  "mealy  bug,"  and  wherever  this 
appears,    it    must   at    once    be    eradicated, 
and  this  is  my  mode   of  proceeding  :      The 
plant  upon  which  a  colony  of  these  pests  ap- 
pears if  inspeeled,  in  9  out  of  10  cases,  it  will 
be  found,  that  the  roots  are  more  seriously  in- 
fested than  anticipated,  and  now  this  "anti- 
septic" treatment  begins  thus  :      Remove  all 
soil  from  the  rools,  brush  ihe  parts  infested 
with  a  tooth-brush  under  a  running  stream  of 
tepid  water  until  no  more  bugs  or  their  rem- 
nants are  visible.     Parts  showing   decay,  or 
dry  roots  are  cut  away,  and  the  lower  part  of 
the  plant  is  now  dusted,    especially  the  cut 
surfaces  and  crevices,  where  the  bugs  were 
found,    with   a   powder  composed   of  finely 
powdered  charcoal  4  parts,  and  Iodoform  'i 
part.     Expose  plant  to  Ihe  sun  for  a  day  or 
two,    plant  in  very  sandy  soil,  nearly   dry, 
within   a    thin  layer  of  charcoal   under   the 
plant,  barely  moisten   with  a  sprinkler,    and 
place  in  a  sunny  position.  Thus  have  I  rooted 
the  tops  of  plants,  when  apparently  beyond 
hope.     Cut   roots    and  lower  portion  of  plant 
off  entirely,  when   badly  injured,   or,  as  oc- 
casionally happens,  grown  at  right  angles,  so 
as  to  interfere  with  planting  properly.     Now 
if  body  of  plant,   under  the  spines,  or  other 
places   hard  to  get  at  are  infested,  I  spray 
with  an  o// atomizer.     This  can  be  used  with 
one  hand,  while  the  other  holds  the  plant. 
This  mixture  Alchohol,     -     4  02. 

Spts. Turpentine,  i  drachm, 
a  bit  of  pennyroyal  or  lemon  can  be  used  in 
place  of  the  turpentine,  but  the  above  is  ef- 
feflive  and  absolutely  harmless.  January 
and  February  are  the  months  for  overhauling 
and  repotting  plants  without  interference 
wiih  their  growth,  as  must  be  the  case  if  this 
is  postponed  until  the  plants  are  ready  for 
their  summer's  outing:  When  repotting,  all 
the  old  soil  should,  if  the  plants  are  at  all 
infested  with  insefts,  be  thrown  away,  and  to 
continue  the  Antiseptic  treatment,  all  the 
pots  should  be  heated  to  redness  in  a  furnace 
or  stove,  thus  destroying  all  germs,  etc. 
Now,  as  to  the  proper  soil,  while  Cafli  will 


apparently  live  iu  any  soil  or  sand,  if  reason- 
ably dry.  It  is  an  illusion  to  suppose  that 
these  plants  draw  their  sustenance  from  the 
air,  in  order  to  have  healthy  growing  plants. 
We  must /(•i?<j' them  properly,  and  all  contain 
large  quantities  of  lime  (as  oxalate)  we  must 
supply  this  as  well  as  other  needed  elements 
requisite  for  their  nutrition.  I  use  a  mixture 
for  general  planting  made  of  thoroughly  de- 
caved  manure,  rubbe.i  through  a  sieve  and 
dried,  clean  garden  soil,  and  sharp  sand. 
These  should  be  sifted  together  in  equal 
parts  and  left  to  dry  for  a  year.  This  will 
suffice  to  kill  all  vegetable  or  animal  life. 
To  this  soil  add  a  little  chalk,  rubbed  fine 
between  the  fiugers,  and  if  you  plant  Cerei, 
a  little  bird  manure  ;  for  Epiphylli  and  Phyl- 
locacli  more  sifted  drj-  manure,  and  for  large 
E.  Cacti  it  is  a  little  crushed  granite,  such  as 
i-  used  for  makiug  granitoid  sidewalks, 
crusheil  marble  is  even  better.  For  drainage 
use  chips  of  marble  in  preference  10  potsherds 
or  w-here  marble  cannot  be  had,  other  crush- 
ed rock  can  be  used.  For  large  Cerei  addi- 
tions of  chips  of  lump  chalk  or  marble  are  in 
place,  as  these  plants  need  lime  more  largely 
than  other  CacSti.  The  chalk,  carbonate  of 
lime  and  the  bird  manure,  largely  phosphate 
of  lime,  supply  this  much  needed  element, 
and  marble  is  recommended  for  the  same 
reason. 

In  plantitig  place  plenty  of  marble  or  other 
stones  in  bottom  of  pot,  cover  this  with  a  thin 
layer  of  the  coarse  sifted  manure,  which  pre- 
vents the  sifting  out  of  the  sandy  soil, 
and  upon  this  place  this  soil,  just  barely 
moist  so  as  to  pack  well.  If  you  handle  a 
large  plant  place  two  slender  sticks  over  top 
of  pot  upon  this  adjust  plant  as  wanted,  fill 
in  mixture  of  soil  and  pack  down  carefully, 
and  on  top  place  a  layer  of  small  gravel  or 
crushed  granite,  water  sparingly. 

If  we  bear  in  mind  that  all  inseCl  pests  are 
brought  into  our  "plantations"  either  in  the 
soil  or  infested  plants  or  pots  the  treatment 
suggested  antiseptic  will  be  clearly  apprecia- 
ted. The  greatest  dangers  to  most  collec- 
tions, especiall}-  those  that  can  only  be  kept 
in  living  rooms,  are  largely  avoided  by  pro- 
ceeding as  here  suggested. 

CACTUS  ANAQRAHS. 

To  amuse  some  C,  C's  during  au  idle  monient. 

I.  Secure.  2.  Ships  ou  ice.  3.  Catch  us 
Polly.        4.     I  stop  una.  5.     Maria's  ill. 

6.     It's  a  plea.      7.     Hy  !  Pile  humps  ! 

What  are  they  ? 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 

Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

In  the  December  number  Dr.  C.  H.  Z.  calls 
into  que.stiou  Mr.  Suenson's  statement  that 
there  were  only  three   varieties  of  Anhalou- 
iums  known,  and  in  cultivation,  saying  there 
are  seven  in  pl.nce  of  three.    Two  of  the  sorts 
he    names,   Williamsii  and   Lewinii,  are  «<?/ 
Auhaloniums   according  to  the  last  revision, 
and  never  should  have  been  so  classed,  being 
stru6lnrally  diffL-rent.     The)' are  now  classed 
as  Lophophora  Williamsii  and  Lophophora 
Williamsii  Lewinii,     This  revision   was  pub- 
lished by  the   U.   S.   Government,  June  loth, 
1894,   and   was  made  by  President  John  M. 
Coulter,    an    eminent  Hotanist,  and  will    be 
everywhere   adopted    by   scientists,    until    a 
later  and  better  one  is  made.     This  reduces 
the  Doctor's  list  to  five.     Of  these  five,  two 
I  have  never  heard  of,   they  are  Areolosum 
and  Sulcatum.     Possibly  he  may  be  correct, 
but   will    he    kindly  give   us    his   authority  ? 
They  are  not  in  commerce.     He  also   names 
A.  Elongatum,  which  is  now  classed  as  A.Pul- 
villigerum,  and  is  so  scarce,  (if  found  at  all,) 
that  President  Coulter,  with  all  his  researches 
could  only  find  descriptions,  and  says,  '  this 
seems  to  be  a  third  grooveless  Me.xican  spe- 
cies."    President  Coulter  gives  four  species 
of  Anhaloniums;  viz  :    Prismaticum,   Furfiia- 
ceum,  and    Pulvilligerum  (Elong.itum  )     As 
the  last  cannot  now  be  had,   there  are  only 
//rr*-^, unless  the   Dotl  )r  can  show  authority 
for  Areolosum  and  Sulcatum.    I  hope  he  will 
do  so,  for  the  more  the  merrier,  and  I  would 
like  to  buy  them.     President  Coulter  makes 
no  mention  of  them.     There   are  only   three 
for  sale  and  in   cultivation,  and   two  Lopho- 
phora;, and  I  think  it  will  puzzle  the  Doctor 
not  a  little  to  buy  a  living  plant  of  A    Furfa- 
ceum.  C  ,  Cal. 


Editor  Baltimore  Cactus  Journal  : 

Dear  Sir  : — The  "Journal"  came  to-day  and 
I  am  much  pleased  with  the  steady  improve- 
ment. May  the  "Journal"  be  as  long-lived  or 
immortal  as  a  cartus  is  popularly  supposed 
to  be,  and  as  an  advertising  medium  let  me 
say  right  here,  that  it  takes  the  ca— flus,  for 
I  have  had  inquiries  and  orders  from  not  on- 
ly all  over  ttie  U.S.,  but  Mexico,  Canada  and 
England.  At  this  rate  the  Great  California 
"Grizzly  Bear"  is  liable  to  travel  and  see 
something  of  the  world.  He  is  however  very 
popular  right  here,  at  home.  The  article  by 
"C"  in  the  January  number  was  entirely  vol- 


untary and  unsolicited  of  the  author  by  me, 
or  any  of  my  agents,  but  was  doubtless 
prompted  by  the  merits  of  this  wonderful 
plant. 

The  space  the  Journal  devotes  to  "speci- 
alties, &c.''  is  a  good  feature,  and  will  be  verj' 
useful.  I  shall  at  once  avail  myself  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  information  afforded. 

With  best  wishes,  I  remain, 
frat'y  yours, 

Cal.  A.  H.   AlvERSON. 

Editor  Baltimore  Cactus  Journal  : 

I  notice  that  C.  H.  Z.,  M.  D.,  Penna.  says: 
"All  the  species  of  Anhalonium  with  the  ex- 
ception of  A.  Williamsii  and  A.  Lewinii  will 
not  bloom  under  ordinary  facilities,  but  re- 
quire the  temperature  of  a  greenhouse."  I 
desire  lo  say  that  1  have  an  A.  Fissuratnm 
which  bloomed  for  me  last  summer,  with  the 
same  treatment  I  gave  the  others,  with  the 
e.xcepticn  of  having  a  little  less  water.  I 
keep  all  my  catli  on  a  shelf  outside  of  a  win- 
dow, where  they  get  the  sun  all  day  long  du- 
ring the  summer,  and  water  about  every  other 
day. 
N.  H.  W.  U.  G. 

Mr.  Editor  : 

In  the  August  number  of  the  Journal,  in 
that  very  interesting  article  "Our  CaCtus  Hed 
at  Carroll  Park,  Baltimore,"  the  readers  of 
the  Journal  were  partly  given  to  understand 
that  in  one  of  the  Fall  numbers  an  article 
would  be  given  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
plants,  after  their  summer  recreation  at  your 
public  park. 

This  would  make  a  very  interesting  and  in- 
structive article  to  many,  who  hesitate,  on 
account  of  heavy  rains,  wind  storms  and  hail, 
in  risking  their  plants  outside  of  the  shelter 
of  greenhouse  or  glass  covered  frame. 

Penna.  Pilo.  C. 


FvDitor  Cactus  Journal  : 

Dear  Sir  : — It  will  give  me  twice  the  pleas- 
ure if  you  will  kindly  seledl  the  plant  to 
which  I  am  entitled  as  3d  premium  for  sub- 
scribers. I  never  thought  of  being  one  of  the 
prize-winners,  so  your  letter  informing  me 
was  a  pleasant  surprise.  Long  life,  fame  and 
prosperity  to  "The  Baltimore  Cactus  Journal" 
A  number  of  ])ersons  who  subscribed  through 
me  have  written,  saying  how  well  they  are 
pleased  with  the  Journal. 

Texas.  Mrs.  Frances  Bright 
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Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

Takiug  a  considerable  conifort  in  the  cul- 
ture   of  Ca<5li,    and   being    an     appreciative 
reader  of  the  Cactus  Journal,  I  thought  per- 
haps a  few  lines  would  be  acceptable  in  the 
■way   of   the  experience  of  a  Catlus    crank. 
March  ist,   1S94,  I  scarcely  knew  what  a  cac- 
tus looked  like,  but  a  friend  offered  me  a  cut- 
ting of  what  she  called   Prickly   Pear,  which 
I  accepted  rather  than   make  her  feel  I  did 
not  appreciate  her  kindness.     I  took  it  home 
and  potted  it.  and  lo  and  behold,  a  new  lobe, 
or  leaf  as  most  people  call  it,  started  to  grow. 
You  know  the  interest  of   watching  things 
grow,  and — well  I  came  across  a  book  giving 
instructions  on  the  care  of  CaiJti,  and  I  stud- 
died  it  carefully,  and  then  purchased  a  few- 
plants.     I  got  Opuntias,  and  when  they  got 
to  growing,  I  commenced  trading  Cafli  with 
everyone,  who  was  so  fortunate  to  posses  one 
or  more.     The  result  was,  that  about  July  ist 
I  had   some   18   or  2u   varieties,   and  mostly 
named  ones.  Having  run  the  rounds  of  friends 
and  neighbors,  giving  each  value  received,  I 
began  studying  this  book  again,  which  resul- 
ted in   my   deciding    that  Echinocafti  were 
good  plants,  and  I   procured  a  lot,  and  now 
have  75  named  varieties,  mostly  small  plants, 
but  doiug  nicely  this  winter.   Have  two  south 
windows,  and  I  can't  keep  some  of  them  from 
growing.    Have  EchinocaCtus  Sheeri  budded 
to  bloom  ;   also  Mam.   Applanata,    and  they 
look  plump  and  nice,  despite  cold  nights  but 
then  I  keep  them  well  protected.     Have  Ep. 
truncatum   grafted   on   C.    Grandiflorns  ;    C. 
Flagellifornis  on  C.  Splendens  ;    and  Echin. 
Eyriesii   on    C.   McDonaldi— all   doing  well. 
The  last  named  was  grafted  Dec.  23d, '94,  and 
was  a  third  attempt  on  that  stock.     I  would 
suggest  for  lovers  of  the  curious  and  beauti- 
ful, to  invest  in  a  few  Catli,  and  watch  them 
grow.     Tliey   are   far  more  interesting  than 
our  common  house  plants,  though  I  still  keep 
my  share  of  them,  and  have  some  lovely  ones. 
I  wish  I  could  raeetsomeof  my  fellow  readers 
of  the  Journal  and  compare  notes,  but  have 
only  two  or  three  here  interested,  so  I  have 
to  fight  my  battles  alone,  except  with  the  help 
of  The  Journal   and   my   book.     Long  live 
The  Cactus  Journal,  and  may  its  presence 
be  the  spurring  on   of  the  interest  in   CaC\i 
and  their  kindred  succulents. 
la.  E.  L.  P. 

Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

I  have  been  doiug  some  grafting  of  Epiphy- 
Uum  on  Cerei  Grandiflorus  and  Colubrinus, 
and  C   Flagelliformis  ou  C.   Colubrinus.     A 


fine  stalk  iS  in.  high,  on  which  I  grafted  last 
year,  not  a  single  graft  of  the  five  I  inserted 
grew,  although  I  followed  directions  closely, 
I  thought,  aud  exactly  as  I  grafted  another. 
One  of  these  grafts  grew,  and  now  has  seven 
sprouts  from  the  root  or  base  of  the  graft, 
from  5  to  10  in.  in  length.  There  is  one  thing 
which  is  out  of  the  usual  order,  the  stem 
was  a  cutting  too,  but  the  graft  grew  on  this, 
but  did  not  on  the  one  that  had  good  roots. 

I  cut  off  the  top  and  put  in  4  new  grafts  to 
try  again.  I  do  not  know  if  I  shall  have 
the  courage  to  try  grafting  on  mj-  Pereskia 
aculeata  or  not.  I  have  failed  in  every  at- 
tempt. I  have  followed  direftious  exacSlly 
as  given  by  your  correspondent  E.N.Merkel, 
but  I  think  I  shall   conquer  yet. 

I  am  treating  my  Caftus  somewhat  different 
this  winter.  I  have  a  large  double  window  6 
feet  across,  facing  south.  I  have  a  shelf  18 
inches  from  the  top  of  the  window  on  which 
I  keep  my  Amaryllis,  Crinums  and  some  of 
my  Catti.  Rhipsalis  I  find  delight  in  the  sun 
and  heat  of  a  south  window  all  summer. 

I  have  found  by  experience,  when  a  Cadtus 
gets  ready  to  grow,  it  will  grow,  and  you 
can't  prevent  it.  I  found  last  spring  when  I 
took  them  down  from  the  top  nf  the  wardrobe 
where  they  had  been  all  winter,  with  no  fire 
in  the  room,  the  door  always  open  into  the 
dining  room,  where  there  was  fire,  that  some 
of  the  Mamillarias,  Cerei  and  Phyllocai5ti  had 
made  considerable  growth,  but  very  sleuder, 
while  many  other  plants  had  not  started. 
Now  I  have  my  Phyllos  on  a  shelf  at  an  east 
window,  where  they  are  making  a  fine  growth 
and  not  spindly  either.  Other  plants  that 
show  signs  of  growth  are  near  the  window, 
and  I  have  an  idea  t  shall  have  more  blooms 
this  summer  by  letting  them  start  so  early. 

I  wish  I  could  name  all  of  my  cadti,  the 
Opuntias  and  Cerei  especially.  I  have  had 
so  many  of  the  same'kind  sent  me  under  dif- 
ferent names,  and  different  kinds  under  one 
name,  so  if  I  don't  happen  to  be  able  to  name 
them  by  the  aid  of  descriptions  in  catalogues 
I  will  be  in  a  quandry. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  our  new  magazine 
and  it  is  going  to  be  of  much  help  to  us. 
111.  Mrs.  M.  a.  Bucknell. 


Cacti  planted  in  fancy  glazed  pots,  do 
make  a  very  pretty  appearance,  but  they 
require  especial  care  in  watering,  as  they 
are  not  so  liable  to  dry  out  as  the  ordinary 
flower  pot. 
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QUESTIONS. 
C.  H.  D.,  Can.  Wbat  is  the  most  suitable 
Winter  temperature  for  Aulialoniums  Fissu- 
ratum,  Prismaticuui  and  Williamsii  ?  Sliould 
they  be  kept  quite  dry  during  winter?  When 
do  the  two  former  bloom  ? 

M.  J.  P.,  N.  Y. — Will  some  one  give  tne  a 
reined)'  for  scale?  I  have  no  scale  on  my 
cafti  as  yet,  but  they  came  ou  a  choice  rose 
bush,  and  the  only  remedy  I  could  tind  was 
to  burn  bush  and  all. 

ANSWERS. 

Disgusted.  If  you  will  touch  the  bug  with 
a  small  brush  dipped  in  mcihylatcd  spirits  it 
will  kill  the  pest  on  si^lit.  He  will  turn  lit  own 
with  disgust,  and  give  up  the  ghost.  I  have 
used  it  for  some  vears  wilhuut  injur  v  to  plant, 
bud  or  flower.    "C.  H.D.,Cau. 

Disgusted— I  believe  alchohol  is  a  sure 
remedy,  but  it  requires  care  in  applying  it. 
Only  a  fewofmv  plants  have  lieeu  troubled 
witli  mealy  bugs,  and  have  always  been  suc- 
cessful with  the  use  of  alcohol.  For  plants 
badlv  effected,  I  remove  from  soil  and  wash 
several  times  in  soap  water,  then  reset  in 
clean  soil,  and  be  ready  to  give  them  alcohol 
should  they  again  appear.     M.  J.  P.,  N.  Y. 

J.  W.  Can. — You  do  not  give  quite  enough 
information  about  your  cacti,  for  a  satisfac- 
tory answer.  Please  slate  the  season,  condi- 
tions, etc.  and  we  will  cheerfully  reply. 

Yjyj^^-^  For  the  convenience  of  amateurs  aud  florists' 
li}WiK&  we  have  decided  to  devote  a  small  space  for 
advertisins  "Specialties,  "  "\Vanis.''  or  "Exchanges," 
in  which  we  will  insert  cards  not  exceeding  4  hnes,  (t) 
words  to  line)  for  25cts.    No  ad.  for  less  than  25cts. 


Cheat  Cacti. 

By  the  dozen  or  hundred.     Send  20  cents   for  three 

sample  plants 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Patterson,  GlendMle.Cal. 


WANTED— Cotyledon  (Echeveria)  Hoxeyii.  Cotyledon 
de  Snietiana.  Cotyledon  Hookeri  (Diostemol,  Coty- 
ledon  Scophylla,   Phyllocactns  Peacockii,  Opuntia 
Barkeril,   Opviniia    Monocantha  Variegata,  Cereus 
Mayuardi    (Hybrid),   Cerens    Caveudishii,    Cereus 
Extensas,  Cereus  Sclimi. 
The  above  singly  or  in  quanti.y.      We  ask   offers  of 
any  rare  cacti  or  succulents  not  in  commerce.   Cash  or 
unusually  liberal  exchange.     Address 

TnK  California   Cactus  Co., 

Los  Angeles  Co.,  California 

FOI'QUIKRA  SPLFNDENS-Crown  of  Thorns.  A 
beautiful  marktd  and  curious  plant.  Rare  in  col- 
lections. Ten  inth  cuttings  2oc  by  mail  (Not  the 
E.  Spleuds.)  A.  H.  Alvcrsou.  San  Bernardino,  Calif 

ONB  Ounce  or  ECKFOKD  s  MIXED  SWKKT  PliAS 
and  5  packets  of  choice  Flower  Seed   for   10c. 
J.  W.  STEVENS, 

Ha7A*Hon,  Pa 


TO  EXCHANGE  for  choice  Hnworlhlas.  Gasterhis, 
CereuBos,  Euphorbias  or  Palms,  some  ;<nopl!ints  of 
Echlnucactiis,  KchinocerensHiid  Mamllli:irijis. 

E.  Nook,  70  Snckett  St.,  Provliienee.  K.  I. 


AGE  IMPROVES  IT. 

The  Yovth's  Comi-anion  has  entered  upon  its  sixty- 
ninth  year  of  publication,  and  as  one  says  who  has 
been  a  const.int  reader  of  its  columns  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  "It  has  steadily  improved  year  by  j'ear.' 
Its  articles  to-day  cover  the  whole  field  of  life  and  ex* 
perience,  furnishing  a  vast  amount  of  valuable  and  en- 
tertaining reading  of  a  character  not  found  elsewhere, 
and  of  so  great  a  variety  t  hat  T:ik  Companion  interests 
alike  each  niembrr  of  the  family. 

The  Prospectus  for  the  volume  of  1S35  announces  an 
unusal  array  of  attractions:  (ourtetn  serial  stories  a 
wealth  of  short,  anecdotes,  humorous  sketches,  adven- 
tures, sience  of  h<^.me  articles,  timely  editorials  on  all 
important  questions,  and  more  than  two  hundred  origi- 
nat  pneiiisof  the  highest  class. 

I'uU  Prospectus  and  specimen  copy  sent  free  on  ap- 
plication Price  $1.75  per  year.  It  comes  every  week. 
Finely  Illustrated. 

The  Youth's  Companion,  Boston,  Mass. 


CU/%|pr  PAPTI  ^  cuttings,  lahled  and  price 
IiUILl  LflL  I  I.  list  for  25  cts.  GLADIOLVS, 
choice  Hybrids,  large  bulbs.  Lemoines,  10  for  25  cts  ; 
French,  large  flowered.  12  for  25  cts  ;  Both,  mixed,  12 
for  25  cts  ;  Bulblcts  100  for  23  cts  GLOXINIAS,  best 
mixed,  2  for  25  cts.  C.\LI.AS.  Little  Gem,  2  for  2s  cts. 
PRIMULA  OBCONICA.  2  for  23  cts.  5  collections  fur  Si 
No  stamps  taken.  M.  J.  PECKENS, 

Wayland,  N.  Y. 


'OUT  OF  DOORS  FOR  WOiVIEN" 

Mrs.  O.  L.  ORCUTT,   Editor, 

Orcutt,  California. 


Send  10  cents  aud  .see  this  unique  Magazine 
for  yourself. 


ChesTTold  Plant  Gardens. 

\Ve  grow  .ill  kinds  of  early  and  l.ite  Vegetable 
Plants.  .\SPAK.\GUS  ROOTS.  All  the  leading  new 
and  old  STRAWBERRY  P[,\NTS.  We  grow  more 
CABBAGE,  TOMATO  and  CEI.KRY  PLANTS  than 
any  other  house  in  America.  Send  for  our  New  Cata- 
logue. 

C.   BOGCS,  Cheswold,   Del. 


TREES!    TREES!    TREES! 

Evergreens,  both  Common  and  Rare  and  Choice  Va- 
rieties, Deciduous  Trees,  Ornamental  Trees  of  all 
kinds.  Large  Trees  for  Park  and  Street  Planting.  Hedge 
and  Bordering  Plants,  I'ruit  Trees  and  Plants,  Bud- 
ding Stock  and  Root  Grafts,  Nut  Trees,  Ornamental 
and  I'lowering  Shrubs.  Tree  Seeds.  We  have  a  larger 
assortment  than  any  other  nursery  in  America. 


WANT 'o  buy  2.'»  or  GO   nirdium   sl/.e-i    Astrophytum 
Myrlostlemas     Send  price,  express  prcjinld  i»> 
M.T.  Perkins,  1'13  E.  Lombard  St  .  Baltimore.  Md. 


ARE  YOU  IN  NEED  OF  ANY? 

If  so  send  us  a  list  of  what  you  wish  to  plant  and  we 
will  quote  you  lower  prices  than  ever  offered  you 
before. 

When  yon  send  Ihel'st  cut  out  this  advertisement 
and  we  will  send  you  by  mail,  post  paid  one  small. 
Evergreen  Treej  Free,  or  we  will  send  twenty  sam- 

Eles  of  our  trees,  6  to  10  Inches    high.  5   or   6   sorts,   for 
6  Cent3  in  stamps.      Wnte  at  once. 

THE  EVERGREEN  NURSERY  CO., 

Evergreen,  Wis. 
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LEMON  OIL 


KILLS    INSECTS 


ON  CACTI. 

FOR  SALE  BY 

Edwin  A.  Seidewitz, 

ALL 

GARDEN 

REQUISITES, 

36   "WEST   LEXINGTON    STREET, 

BALTIMORE,  MD. 


I 


WILLIAM  TELL,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS.  V 

FINK  DIFFERENT  CACTI,  i 

Prices  VERY  Low.  send  for  Fr«  catalogue,     y 

lilVINU  ROCK  CACTUS  25  Cents  Each 
TEXAS  BULBS  Cheap. 


i 


SUBSCRIBE  TO 

Tlie^Baltiiiiore)i(Cactiis^JoflrBal, 

50  CENTS  PER  YEAR. 

THE  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  SOCIETY. 

Organized  18S9.    •^4>    Incorporated  iSgo. 

Active    M  e  m  b  b  r  .s  h  i  p. 

Entrance  fee,  fi  00 

Dues,   I3  00   per   year. 

Honorary  Membership  Fee,   $5.00   per  year. 
FRED.  \v.  L.^NTZ,  Secretary, 

112  N,  PoppLETON  Street. 

Baltimore,  Md. 


1797. 


BALTIMORE  CENTENNIAL 


1897. 


Exposition  from  May  15th  to  November  15th,  1897. 


Population  verging  on  600,000 

Nearly  100,000  Increase  in  Four  Years, 

$6?, 000, 000  Manufacturing  Increase. 

2.75  Miles  Rlectric   and  Cable  Street  Car   Lines. 

100,000  Busy  People  in  Factories  alone. 

$41,000,000  in  Savings  Banks. 

$40,000,000  Annually  Paid  Out  in  Factories  Alone. 

Oyster  Product  over  11,000,000  Bushels   Annuall>'. 

Twenty  Lines  of  Ocean  Steamers. 

Seat  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  &  Woman's 

College. 

Seat  of  the  Roman    Catholic   Hierarchy.  I 

Seat  of  Peabody   Institute.  ' 

Educational  Institutions  and  Libraries  Unsurpassed  in 

the  United  States. 


Ill    O: 


Best  and  Biggest  Harbor. 

Most  Beautiful  Parks  in  the  Country. 

Perfect  Hospitals. 

n  all  Southern.  Western  and  Easteru  Trunk   Lines. 

Second  Largest  Grain  Shipments  in  America. 

Finest  Manufacturing  Facilities  in  the  World. 

Largest  Number  of  Savings  Institution  in  America. 

Supply  Depot  for  and  Natural  Outlet  to  the  Entire 

South. 

Natural  Outlet  for  Trans-Atlantic  Exports. 

Inexhaustible  and  Best  Water  Snpplj'  in  America. 

Surrounded  by  Richest  Fanning  Country  East  of 

the  Alleghanies. 
Most  Extensive  C;  nning  Industries  in  the  World. 

Breweries  and  Distilleries  Equal  to  any  in  the 
United  States. 


Strongest  Banks  in  the  World. 

AND  THE  HOME  OF  THE  ONLY  CACTUS  JOURNAL  IN  THE  U.S 


e;nora.\'ing 


BINDING   f\ 

LANTZ  &  ARNOLD,  i 

Book  and  Job  Printers,  ^ 


213  E.  Lombard  Street, 
BALTinoRE,  no. 

■Si    «    * 
Estimates  Furnished.         Horticultural  C 

PRINTERS  OF  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 


f 

uts.  n 


Trial  Collection.  Blooming  Size  Cacti 

C.  Colubnnus  2sc;    C  Grandiflorus  (cut)  15c ;    E.Simp    a  ntrr    r>«r>TI    AMn    ii/icvir<AM    ni  auto 

soni,   20c,  E.   Texensis.   :,o  ■    E.   C.   Caespitosus,   isc  ;  ^  RARE    CACTI    AND    IVIEXICAN    PLANTS. 

M  Applanata,  25c.   All  ppd   with  guide  to  culture,  Sioo  j  specimen  Plants  of  tall  gro^vine  Cereus  and   other  va- 

Blood  Cactus.  30c  all  by  exp.  »i  00.     Saniple.  ijc,  .3  va-  «  ^j  jj      constamlv  on  hand  ;  also  CACTI  SEEDS  in 

rieties    $100.      Satisfaction    Guaranteed-      Give   me  a 'fl  o-reat  variety                   ,j^».^o -u 

trial      Some  large  Specimen  Cacti    at  half  price^  E.  I  Received  highe-st  award  at  World's  Fair,   Chicago,  •93. 

Wizlizenii,    Texensis.   Horizonthalonius.     E.  C.  Con-   (  *',.._...,„..            „     '   ^    •^'»bw,    yj. 
gloroeratus,  etc.    Never  so  cheap. 

CURT.  K.  PLUMB,  "cactus  Crank,"  MILTON,  WIS.  ANNAB.   NICKELS,     Larldo.^  "^Tex^as. 
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Choice  Cutivated  Cacti  Cheap. 

3  large  two  year  old  named  cacti,  50  cents. 

3  large  bloomiug  size  Calla  Bulbs,  50  cents. 
A  fine  named  Kcheveriawith  each  $1  00  order. 
MRS.   M.  E.   PATTKRSON, 

GLENDALE.  CAL. 


Chas.  Hamilton,  ^'♦I'LpRiST*^ 

Cacti,  Agaves,  Aloes,  Gastirias,  lI;i\vortIiias, 
Mesemhryanthenunns,  Echeverias,  etc. 
Seedling  Cereus,  fine  plante,  50  to  $1.00 

Cereus  Haiuiltoiiii,  Si  atitl  npwards. 

^W|^j^g     CflCti  ^   make  a  business  of  sup- 

plying Clioice  Collections 
at  reasonable  prices.  4  sample  plants  for  25  cents  in 
stamps. 

yiRS.  FRANCES  BRIGHT. 

VAN  RAUB.  TEXAS. 

^o/"--!-!  Three  native  plants    25   cents.     Silver. 

Native  Crocus— three  for  10  cents. 


Box  294. 


Mrs.  ALTA  SCOTT, 

BOUI.DER,  COLO. 


J.  A.  McDowell  &  co. 

(Formerly  :McDo\vell-Gn;  jnrdo  H«os.> 

Specialties   in   Cacti   and  Orchids. 

Also  collect  Agaves.  Rulbs,  Ferns  and  other 
Native  I'lauts.  Select  specimens  for  private 
collections  and  exhibitions.  Send  us  yont 
addr  ss  for  our  price-list  to  be  issued  about 
March.  We  can  send  the  following  plants, 
prepaid  at  any  time. 

20  Differeut  Cacti,       -         -        -        -         $2  oo 
40  Different  Cacti,  including  Old  Man's 

and  H    McDowelli,        -        -         -  S  00 

5  DilTcrent  Select  Orchids,        -        -  5  00 

10  Different  .Select  Orchids  fo'r  Amateurs   7  50 

Make  all  remittances  in  Express  or  Post- 
Oflice  Money  Order,  payable  lu   New  York. 

J.  A.  McDowell  &  co. 

City  of  Mexico. 


CACTI.   ^SUCCULENTS. 

We  have  a  fine  collection  of  novcUie.s  and  rarities 
from  tlic  South  Coast  California  Islands,  the  Great 
South-west  ami  Mexico:   besides  many  other  sorts. 

CACTI, 

AGAVES, 

YUCCAS, 

ECHEVERIAS, 

COTYLEDONS, 
Many  of  these  not  listed  by  any  others  in  the  world. 
Send  for  Price  List. 

LYON   &   COBBE, 

Nurserymen,  Growers  and  Collectors, 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. 


RARE  CACTUS  (700  Sorts.) 

BOOK  ON  CACTUS  AND  RARE  PLANTS. 

III.    l-.KiKS.   n  I.L  01-     KMiRAVlNC.;.        foCKNTS 

Illustrated  <:atalo^ne  Free. 

A.  BLANC  &  CO.,    Philadelphia. 


NEW  AND  EEMAEEABLE. 
THE  CALIFORNIA  GRIZZLY  BEAR  CACTUS. 

(Not  yet  named  by  science,! 
A  plant  rivaling  I'ilocereus  Senilis 
in  the  length  and  quantity  of  coarse 
tawny  white  hair,  3  to  5  inches  long, 
covering  the  entire  plant.  Joints  4 
to  6  inches  long,  by  mail $1.60 

OpuDtia  Tesselata  Denudata  Cristata. 

A  beautiful  and  curious  form,  50c  to  $15 

CactQs  Radiosus  Alversnnii--Coulter. 

The  M-ox  Tail  Cactus,"  a  veiv  desira- 
ble Mamillaria,  new,  3  to  8  inches 
•"S'b    75c.  to$1.60 

Echinocactas  Polyancistrus.  v,r, ra,e and 

shikinjily  h.uidsomr.  Offered  ky  no  other 
dealer  in  Ihe  woi  Id—on/v  a  few  plants  to  be  had. 
3  to  10  inches  hii^h,  $^.00  tv  ^25  00. 

Photosof  any  orall  of  the  above  plants  free  to 
intending  purchasers. 

San  Bernardino, 
California. 


A.  H.  mim\ 


COLLECTOR  &  Dealer.         Wholesale  &  Retail. 


CACTUS  JOURNAL. 

^  ,  -  -MONTHLY- 

Devoted  lo  the  Culture  of  Cactaceous  Plants. 

Iiirttfu.rive  Aril.lrn  h\  cx|.erleiioe.l  cultiVnlori* 

SUBSCRIPTION  50CTS.  A  YEAR. 

Sample  copy  for  stamp. 

Address  1200  Edmondson  Ave.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

+S-POND   *    LILIES-3* 

Plants  of  NvMPH.KA  Zansibarensis,  can 
be  flowered  in  an  ordinary  water  pail. 

Three   plants,   b'oomitig  size,  Red    White 
and  Blue,  for  .$1.«K)  post-paid. 

•  d'Ready  in   March. 

JOHX  I..  ARMSTRONG, 
'*'"''■'>•  Lakewood,  R.   I 


tHfi  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 


THE  CALIFORNIA  CACTUS  CO. 

offers  the  following  new  and  rare  plants, 

OPUNTIA  DAVISII.  new.  Very  long,  pure  white 

spines  in  paper  jhealh,      .  .  .  50 

OPUNTIA   ENGELMANl  var  OCCIDENTALIS. 
A  little  known  form  with  fine  spines,  flower 
and  fruit.  .....  25 

ALOE  DECIPIENS.    One  of  the  best  of  the 

smaller  sorts.     Rare  and   of  fine  habit  and 
color,  ......        50 

HAWORTHIA  M ARC ARITIFER A.  (Hawortll.) 
A  rare  African  plant  of  columnar  growth. 
The  leaves  are  covered  with  pearl-iike  pro- 
tuberances, .  .  -  -  .75 
COTYLKD0^^    lEcheveria.)     PULVERULENTA, 
(Benth  &  H  lokl  Large  and   elegant   (orni. 
Leaves  covered  with  white  powder,      25  to  50 
COTYLEDON    EDUI.IS    (Brewer)      The   prett.v 

round  leaves  eaten  by  Indians  for  salad.  25 
COTYLEDON  LANCEOLATA,  (Benth  &  Hook)  25 
COTYLEDON,  (new  and  nn-nanied)  choice  sort.         25 

The  Set  of  Eight  Rare  Sorts  for  S2  00. 
Address 

California  Cactus  Co., 

Soldiers  Home  P.  O., 
Los   Angeles   Co.,  California. 


Freesia  Refracta  Alba 

From  Seed. 


^ 


Very  few  amateurs  are  aware  that  this 
sweetest  ot  bulbous  plants  is  as  easily  raised 
fronk  seed  as  almost  any  garden  annual  ; 
that  from  seed  planted  about  April  ist, 
ptanls  can  he  had  in  bloom  belore  Christ- 
mas; that  plants  Irom  seed  will  give  strong- 
er and  finer,  as  well  as  earlier  flowers,  than 
the  imported  bulbs  Per  packet  {about  150 
seeds),  15  cents.  Cultural  diiections  with 
each  packet.  To  any  readers  of  the  Cactus 
Journal  however,  who  will  remit  lO  cents 
and  state  that  he  saw  this  advertisement  in 
the  Journal.  1  will  stnd  one  packet  ot  the 
seed  of  Freesia  Refracta  Alba,  and  also  mail 
my  new  catalogue  containing  list  of  finest 
imported  and  domestic  seeds,  bulbs  and 
plants. 

Have  specially  attractive  stocks  of  Gladi- 
olus and  Montbretias  from  Lemoine  (France) 
Pansy  seed  in  60  varieties,  and  mixtures 
from  Roemer  (Germany);  Aster  seed  (130 
sorts);  finest  selection  new  Sweet  Peas, etc. 
New  Rose  "Crimson  Rambler*',  the  novelty 
of  the  year. 

Address  L.   R.  BENEDICT, 

Ellenville,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y. 


^ 


,^^ 


LOVELY 


Write 


ASSORTED 
10  for  50c.  25  for  f  1. 00 

Grand  Special  Bargain  Set  J) 

1  Hnrdy  Or.aiige,    1  Pampas  Plant, 
1  Pitcher  Piant,  2  Vanilla  Plants, 

2  Blue  Kins,  (Iris)  3  Fairy  Lilies. 

10  in  all  for  30  cents, 

MAILING    LIST    FREE. 

PAMPAS  GROVE,  Greenland.  Fla. 


50c.  I 

•Mtf*t««w*u>««> *       IN  ROSES  and  PLANTS. 

We  want  yonr  trade,  heno  vie  offer  these  cheap 
barcains  well  knowinc  ilmt  once  a  customer  , 
of  ours,  always  one.  Please  tell  your  neigh- 
bors about  it. 

Set  A— 10  Ever-bloominp  Roses,  10  Oolom..  BOo 
••  B— 10  Prize  Winning  ChrysanthemumB  60o 

*  C— 10  Lovely  FuchsiQa.  all  different....  50c 

*  I>— 8  Fragrant  Carnution  Pinks 50c  i 

*  E— 15  Choicest  Rainbow  Pan  files GOc 

*  F— 12  Sweet  Scented  double  Tube  Rosea  50o 

*  G— 10  Elegfint  Geraniuma,  all  different  SOc 

*  II — H  Flowerinp  BeKonias,  choice  kinds  50c  ' 
'  J —10  Vines  and    Plants,  suitable  for 

Vanefl  and  Baskets 60o 

*  K— 12Macnificent  Colena,  brightcolors  60e 
'   I. — 4  Choice  Decorative  Palms,  elegant  60o 

*  M-ii  Dwarf  Ever-blooming  Fr.  Cannaa  60o  , 

*  N— 20  Packets  Flower  Seeds,  all  kinds  50o  ' 

NO  TWO  ALIKE  IN  THESE  SETS. 
Any  3  sets  for  $l.25«  any  5  for  S2. 
By  mail  postpaid,  safe  arrival  and  Batisfao- 
tion  guaranteed.  Order  by  the  letters  from 
this  advertisement  nOW  ae  these  introductory 
seta  not  in  catalocne.  This  book  contains 
everything  you  need  for  the  garden  and  house. 
We  mail  it  forlOc.  in  Btamna.  We  are  the  larg-  i 
est  rose  growers  in  the  world.  Over  oiis  and  a 
half  million  roBes  sold  each  year. 

The  GOOD  &  REESE  CO.,  . 
Champion  City  Greenhouaes, 
Box     522  SPI£iNtiFIEIil>,  OHIO. 


C     EPPLER   4,   SONS, 


Steam  Factors  of 


CEDAR  & -CYPRESS  WATER  TANKS 

Of  any  capacity,  for  Florists,  Gardeners 

and  Suburban  Residences,  &c. 

Leadenhall  and   Stockholm    Sts., 

BALTIMORE  ,MD. 


Wholesale 
and  Retail. 


HeaflpartersforCacti. 

1  live  wlu'rethey  grow,  and  can  fni-nlsh  tine  bloom- 
ing jiliinis  Ht  hall  what  ,vou  pay  those  who  have  to 
Bend  so  far  for  theirstuck. 

COLLECTIONS. 

No.  1 — 12  Nice  Cacti,  -         .  fi.oo 

No.  2     25  Larger,  blooming  size,         .       fe  oo 

No.  3—50  Fine  Large,  for  propagating,  $5,00 

^^These  are  mv  selection,  and  as  I  have  special 

rates  wilh  Express  Companies,  I  can  send 

them  at  half-price. 

SEND   STAMP   FOR    PRICE-LIST. 

Mrs.  MAUD  M.  BRIGGS,  Prop., 
El  Paso,  Texas. 


5:^^S^S>S^J£^ 


^^>T<>?^'^<^T<^^^^^^ 


monthly  publication  devoted  to  the  culture  of  C«cti,  Succulent  »°' KX 
other  plants  closely  allied  to  the  Cacti,  of  which  the  Journal  makej^ 
a  special  study,  giving  practical  hints  from  the  best  authorities.       >t>j 


Published    by 

THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL  COMPANY, 

Office  1200  Edmondson  Avenue, 

BALTIMORE,  MD. 


\T^z^^ZT^^zm^m^z^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


^ 


Vol. 


A  monthly  publication  devoted  to  the  culture  of  Cacti,  Succulent  and 
other  plants  closely  allied  to  the  Cacti,  of  which  the  Journal  make 
a  special  study,  giving  practical  hints  (roni  the  l)est  authorities. 


BALTIMORE,   MARCH,  1895. 


No.  9. 


THE  CRAZE  FOR  CACTUS. 

The  beaiilifiil  plaid  is  now  liit;li  in  favor. 
'TPHE  absorbiug  interestwhicb  flower  lover.s 
'  soon  come  to  feel  when  llicir  attention 
is  once  direClcd  to  the  quaint  cactus  plant 
can  well  be  called  the  "caclus  craze." 
Judging  from  the  great  throngs  that  flock  to 
view  the  beautiful  caclus  beds  at  some  of  our 
city  parks,  this  craze  is  becoming  quite  gen- 
eral. Only  a  few  years  ago  a  collctlion  of 
catli  was  very  rare.  Those  who  professed  to 
admire  the  strange  plants  were  thought  to 
have  very  questionable  taste.  The  interest 
has  steadily  been  growing,  however,  and  as 
the  amateur  is  convinced  of  their  ease  of  tul- 
lure  new  specimens  are  constatitly  being  ad- 
ded lo  the  list  of  choice  plants. 

Anyone  who  feels  the  slightest  interest  in 
these  queer  specimens  of  plant  life  could 
spend  hours  in  a  caeius  house,  and  one  who 
has  not  the  slightest  interest  could  not  pause 
long  beside  the  benches  filled  with  wonders 
without  a  great  desire  to  see  and  learn  more 
of  the  curiosities. 

Many  of  these  strange  specimens  which 
seem  quite  similar  in  form  and  manner  of 
growth,  are  found  in  their  native  homes,  at 
great  distances  apart,  and  growing  under  en- 
tirely diflerent  conditions.  The  most  success- 
ful coUecior  in  our  country  says  in  this  cou- 
ueclion  :     "It  is  erroneously   supposed  that 


nearly  all  cacti  are  natives  of  the  United 
Stales.  Indeed  scarcely  more  than  fifty  va- 
rieties can  be  found  within  our  limits,  and 
many  of  these  are  disappearing  rapidly  ow- 
ing to  the  enormous  demand  created  of  late. 
The  largest  number  of  varieties  are  obtained 
from  Mexico  and  South  America,  and  while, 
no  doubt,  in  many  places  tliey  occur  by  thou- 
sands, these  spots  are  somelimes  almost  in- 
accessible, and  often  so  far  remote  from  rail- 
ways and  roads,  that  special  expeditions  are 
sent  out  to  travel  hundreds  of  miles.  This, 
and  the  enormous  incidental  charges  account 
for  the  high  price  of  many  of  the  rare  sorts. 

Again,  some  sorts  grow  in  places  so  remote 
from  each  other,  that  not  infrequently  a  doz- 
en expeditions  have  to  be  made.  At  one 
time  a  collector  was  sent  lo  procure  a  lot  of 
anhaloiiium  fissuraluin.wiiich  he  knew,  could 
be  found  in  large  quantities  ;  but  after  four 
days  of  travel,  when  he  came  upon  the  spot, 
he  ascertained  that  no  rain  had  fallen  in  that 
locality  for  over  two  years,  and  that  even  the 
common  prickly  pear,  as  well  as  the  "living 
rock'"  had  succumbed  to  such  an  ordeal.  Six 
plants  was  the  result  of  this  trip. 

A  Utah  collector  had  to  travel  six  hundred 
miles  by  wagon  in  order  to  obtain  three  of  the 
nine  varieties  indigeneous  to  that  territory. 
iMom  this  it  will  be  seen  that  some  cacti  are 
not  easy  to  obtain,  to  say  the  least. 
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WHITTEN  FOR  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 


ASTROPHYTUM    nYRIOSTICriA, 

SPINES,   BALTIMORE. 

/^NE  of  the  prettiest  of  all  Cafti  is  the 
^-^  plant  which  is  commouly  called  the 
Bishop's  Hood.  (Astrophytum  Myriostigma), 
and  no  colleftiou,  I  would  say,  is  complete 
without  it.  They  are  rare,  and  nicely  shaped 
plants  seem  to  be  getting  very  scarce,  and 
consequently  high-priced.  They  are  of  a 
greyish  green  color,  speckled  with  small  light 
grey  or  white  spots,  and  the  edges  have  small 
punftures  as  though  tbey  were  riveted  to- 
gether.   The  illustration  conveys  a  good  idea. 


It  is  much  sought  after  by  admirers  of  Cafli 
and  highly  prized  by  those  who  are  fortunate 
enough  to  possess  a  good  plant. 

Forster's  Handbuch  der  Cacteenkuude, 
which  is,  without  doubt  the  most  reliable  of 
the  books  published  on  Cacli,  and  which  I 
think  will  be  of  interest  to  our  readers,  gives 
the  following  interesting  account  of  this  spe- 
cies : 

"In  1837  Galleotti  discovered  on  the  lime 
and  slate  hills  of  Hazienda  de  San  Lazaro,  in 
a  north  easterly  diredtion  from  San  Luis  de 
Potosi  a  fine  species  of  Ca6li  and  named  it 
Cereus  callicothe,  (from  the  Greek  words 
pretty  and  shell  or  sea  star.)  This  species  is 
found,  though  not  commouly  in  the  oak  and 
pine  forrests,  2300m.  above  the  level  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  In  their  native  habitat  they 
may  attain  a  fair  size,  and  iu  cultivation,  oc- 
casionally specimen  plants  are  seen.  This 
species  was  later  on  classed  with  the  Echino- 
caftus,  but  their  peculiar  shape,  the  position 
of  the  spine-cushions,  (Areoles)  and  the  alj- 
sence  of  spines,  as  is  the  case  with  many 
Opuntias,  which  are  beset  with  small  tufts,  in- 
stead, and  the  most  important  point  of  all, 


that  the  bloom  appeared  in  the  spine  cushion, 
and  other  reasons  led  him  to  think  that  this 
was  not  the  proper  classification. 

Count  Salm  D3xk  endeavored  though,  to 
hold  them  to  this  classification,  from  the  fact 
that  he  connefled  this  species  with  the 
Echinocafti  Asterias,  but  it  was  finall}'  de- 
termined by  Lemaire  a  separate  and  distinft 
species,  viz:  Astrophytum,  from  the  Greek, 
star  and  plant-  star  plant. 

This  species  was  for  the  first  lime  cultivated 
by  Francois  Vaiidermaeleu,  in  Brussels,  but 
bloomed  for  the  first  time  with  Jas.  Courant 
in  Havre." 

The  body  of  the  plant,  when  viewed  through 
a  magnifying  glass,  shows  it  to  be  covered 
with  tufts  of  short  grey  hairs. 

They  bloom  iu  May,  June  and  July,  the 
flowers  appearing  at  the  summit  of  the  stem, 
nearly  always  several  together,  are  almost 
scentless,  of  several  days  duration,  opening 
during  the  day,  and  closed  at  night.  They 
are  yellow  with  a  deep  red  centre,  and  make 
a  pretty  appearance  when  in  bloom. 

I  have  a  plant  in  my  colle6tion  for  four 
years,  which  receives  the  same  treatment  as 
the  others  and  is  doing  nicely,  and  last  sum- 
mer bloomed  3  flowers  while  in  the  Caftus 
Bed  at  Carroll  Park,  and  2  flowers  after  be- 
ing put  back  in  the  greenhouse, opening  beau- 
tifully the  first  week  in  October. 


WRITTEN  FOR    THE    CACTUS   JOURNAL. 


CACTI    IN   CALIFORNIA. 

J.  J.,   SAN  DIE(iO,  CAL. 

A  GOOD  many  people  are  addressing  them- 
■'*■  selves  to  the  catti  here,  and  Mr.  Ford, 
a  florist,  is  doing  much  to  introduce  an  inter- 
est by  cultivating  a  taste  for  those  curiously 
beautiful  plants.  And  as  this  seftion  produ- 
ces a  good  many  sorts,  while  lower  California, 
Sonora,  Arizona,  Mexico,  Texas  and  other 
seftions- rich  in  the  thousand  varieties  of  the 
cattus,  are  all  near  b)-,  he  will  likely  make  a 
success  of  it.  Mr.  Orcutt,  a  scientific  investi- 
gator and  searcher,  is  also  located  here, 
where  he  publishes  a  small  paper  devoted  to 
such  trips,  but  does  little  more  than  to  dis- 
cover and  bring  forward  the  caifli  as  well  as 
other  beautiful  and  strange  things  in  nature. 
He  has  a  wide  field  ;  so  it  may  be  that  this 
natural  cailus  seflion  niay  soon  add  a  good 
deal  to  the  long  list  of  stock  in  trade,  and  se- 
cure from  loss  many  of  the  varieties  for  so 
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long  exposed  to  wood  fires,  the  dcpredalious 
of  stock,  the  plow,  want  of  interest,  and  so 
on,  and  be  enabled  also  to  introduce  and 
cultivate  sorts  unknown  to  the  general  pub- 
lic. 

The  Catholic  fathers  brought  here  in  1769, 
a  variety  of  verj-  large  cactus,  which  yet 
stands  around  the  old 'Mission,  near  town. 
It  is  an  Opuntia.  Opuntia  really  means  large 
leaf,  prickly  pear.  Its  blooms  are  rich,  and 
the  tissues  or  fruit  fine  for  jellies,  &c.  It 
makes  a  good  fence,  not  perhaps  as  good  as 
the  fencing  ca6\us  of  Sonora,  which  we  have, 
but  a  fence  that  will  last  and  turn  all  slock, 
body  large,  and  indeed  so  large,  were  it  sus- 
ceptible of  working,  rails  might  be  split  out 
of  the  main  branches,  and  is  not  a  bad  fire 
wood.  The  wood  furnishes  a  variety  similar, 
but  size  and  brilliance  of  color  is  wanting, 
among  other  things,  though,  the  flowers  and 
fruits  are  excellent. 

We  find  it  pretty  hard  to  gel  the  correct 
names  for  the  cafti  and,  at  last,  it  is  only 
guess-work  as  to  a  great  many  of  the  sorts. 
One  troulile  encountered  is  the  use  of  Latin 
words,  without  an  P^nglish  interpretation,  by 
which  much  of  the  educational  is  lost,  for 
only  a  few  people  who  do  not  understand 
Latin  have  not  the  time,  inclination  or  books 
to  look  up  the  meanings,  much  less  under- 
take to  remember  the  Latin.  A  good  glossary 
would  do  a  great  deal  to  remedy  this  difli 
culty. 

WRITTEN  FOR  THE  CACTUB  JOURNM.. 

A  Texas  Cactus  Garden. 

ACACIA,   TEXAS. 

I  DESIRE  to  give  the  readers  of  The  Jovr- 
NAL  an  idea  of  how  my  Cafli  looked  in 
my  gaiden  at  the  close  of  1S94  I  suppose  I 
have  five  thousand  or  more,  and  as  you  pass 
among  the  beds,  you  see  the  Pilocercus  Sen- 
ilis, snow  white,  and  from  two  inches  to  two 
feet  high  ;  as  a  contrast  Cereus  Nickelsii 
comes  next,  tall,  and  a  very  bright  fresh  gret  u 
color.  A  fine  plant  by  the  way  bloomed  for 
me  last  month,  bearing  a  bright  red  flower. 
My  tallest  plant  is  about  5  feet  tall,  but  I  have 
seen  them  60  feet  tall,  and  not  over  36  or  40 
inches  in  circumference.  Then  the  Cereus 
Gemmatus,  and  the  Cereus  Gemniatus 
(new) are  fine  looking  plants  and  grow  very 
fast.  I  had  some  cuttings  of  stout  plants  set 
out  in  front  of  my  house  .about  one  foot  tall, 
three  years  ago,  thoy  are  now  about  8  feet 
tall,  with  same  care  that  the  roses  get  plant- 
ed by  their  side.  I  also  have  a  Cereus  Pugioni- 


ferus   planted  out  two  years  ago,  and  it  is 
now  7  feet  tall,  and  a  rare  beauty. 

I  liave  so  many  caClti  full  of  buds  and 
fl  )wers.  The  Anhaloninms  have  all  been  full 
of  flowers  the  past  month,  and  had  some  An- 
halonium  Prisniaticum  blooms  that  measur- 
ed 4  inches  across,  silvery  white  and  bea<ities, 
six  to  eight  flowers  open  at  one  time  on  a 
single  plant.  The  Anhanloninm  Fissurata 
are  a  trifle  smaller,  of  a  bright  rose  color, 
and  when  one  or  two  hundred  plants  are  all  in 
bloom  at  once  'tis  a  grand  sight.  Mamillaria 
Elegans  is  in  bloom  audits  flowers  are  red.  A 
new  tnamillavia  I  have  is  also  in  bloom, 
flowers  red,  spines  white,  central  spine  long 
and  yellow.  Euphorbias  are  all  in  bloom. 
Orchids  in  bud.  Geraniums  and  roses  are 
blooming  everywhere  in  the  garden  ;  also  the 
Thornless  Acacia  trees  arc  in  bloom.  lichin- 
ocactu--  Coriiigerus  are  full  of  buds  and  the 
buds  are  so  lovely.  Hchinocaiitus  Ingens 
also  show  signs  of  blooming. 


AN  INTERESTING  PLANT. 

A  Remarkahle  Growth  Containing  an 
Edible  Fruit. 

npHI.S  plant,  which  was  to  be  seen  among 
*  other  rare  horticultural  specimens  at  the 
World's  fair,  is  called  by  botanists  "Testudi- 
iiaria  clcphantoides."  The  former  word  is 
from  tesludo,  a  tortois,  in  allusion  to  the  re- 
semblance of  its  outside  root  stem  to  that  of 
the  tortoise  shell.  The  latter  means  "ele- 
phant's foot,''  the  English  name  of  the  plant 
in  question.  The  plant  is  a  native  of  the 
arid  sands  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Its 
massive  protuberance  of  root  is  one  of  na- 
ture's methods  of  storing  up  plant  food  for 
futuic  growth.  The  plant  may  be  said  to  be 
akin  to  the  sweet  potato.  While  the  outside 
is  made  up  of  sucli  a  woody  mass,  the  inside 
is  said  to  contain  an  eatable  substance  called 
Hottentolt's  bread.  In  its  native  country  it 
will  very  often  be  found  with  a  base  four 
feet  in  diameter. 

Pretentious  as  is  this  rootstalk,  the  growing 
stem  is  a  very  modest  affair,  leafing  out  in  a 
rainy  season  in  its  native  place  and  becoming 
deciduous  when  tlie  dry  spell  comes.  The 
flowers  are  inconspicuous,  but  the  leaves  are 
bright  green  and  shining.  The  plant  is  rather 
easily  grown  as  a  greenhouse  plant,  accord- 
ing to  The  Prairie  Farmer,  authority  for 
these  statements.  In  cultivation  of  course 
our  summers  represent  the  rainy  season  of 
its  native  country,  when  growth  begins.  To- 
ward fall,  or  when  the  plant  shows  sign  of  its 
leaves  maturing,  water  has  to  be  partially 
withheld  until  they  all  fall  off,  when  water 
may  be  totally  withheld  until  growing  time 
comes  around  again. 
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MY  PROTEST. 

So  you  call  me  a  Cactus  Crank, 

ThouKh  how  it  is,  I  can't  suppose  : 
Conic,  lell  uie  why,  and  be  quite  frank, 

When  homage  I  pay  the  fair  rose, 
Or  fratcrant  carnation,  does  one 

Cry  out.  that  if  no  cure  be  had, 
I'll  ^o  wild  o'er  rose  e're  done. 

Or  else  become  carnation  mad  ! 

Yet  when  I  commend  the  cacti, 

As  worthy  of  honor  and  praise, 
You  claim  a  Cactus  Crank  am  I, 

Much  to  my  wonder  and  amaze. 
Call  me  rather  a  champion 

Of  the  cactus,  so  odd  and  strange 
In  form,  like  no  other  plant  on 

Earth's  broad  domain,  tho'  far  we  range! 

No  cranks  most  certainly  are  we, 

Simply  because  a  rare  beauty 
And  charm  in  the  cactus  we  see 

Some  plants  are  gracefully  pretty. 
Others  are  handsome  and  stately  ; 

Cacti,  grotesque  but  charming, 
As  many  have  found  out  lately, 

"IJeauty  and  the  Beast"  are'joining. 

As  fair  as  the  lily  or  rose 

Are  the  blossoms  of  plants  so  quaint  ; 
And  thus  let  us  ever  bid  those 

Who  against  cacti  bring  complaint. 
Cactus  Cranks  no  longer  term  us  ; 

But  Cactus  Champions  instead, 
For  we'd  still  defend  the  cactus. 

Although  the  whole  world  protested. 

Cacti  !     florias  kaleidoscope, 

With  flowers  grandly  beautiful 
And  most  brilliant  spines.  I  hope 

To  yet  see  them  receive  their  full 
Meed  of  love  and  admiration. 

Scorned  and  neglected  no  more  ; 
Though  some  may  now  ignore  and  shun 

These  quaint  step-children  of  nature. 

Amy  Yours. 


WHITTEN  FOR  THE  CACTUS  JOUHNAL. 


CACTUS  CHATS  —No   5. 

PHII,  LocA  YrsE,  Va. 
AQUATICS  AMONG  OUR  CACTI. 

Edna.  Do  tell  uie,  Vera,  why  do  j'oii  al- 
ways keep  a  water  hyaciuth,  or  some  similar 
plant  in  your  cactus  corner? 

Vara.  I  know  it  looks  a  little  incongruous, 
but  the  explanation  is  simple  enough.  I  find 
ca6l;i  are  fond  of  a  damp  moist  atmosphere, 
provided  the  soil  in  their  pots  is  kept  dry. 
This  moisture  also  aids  me  greatly  in  repuls- 
ing that  wretched  little  red  spider. 

Edna.  So  you  depend  upon  the  water 
plants  to  furnish  a  proper  degree  of  moisture, 
by  the  evaporation  of  the  water,  from  the 
bowls  and  pails,  in  which  they  are  grown? 

Vera.  Yes,  though  I  often  spray  the  walls 
of  the  greenhouse,  and  also  the  floor,  under 
the  benches  on  which  the  cacti  staud. 

Edna.  But  what  aquatics  do  you  think 
most  suitable? 

Vera.  Oh,  anything  that  will  grow  in 
water  will  answer.  I  prefer  the  Chinese  sac- 
red lily  above  all  others,  as  it  is  such  a  fine 
winter  bloomer.  The  beauty  and  fragrance 
of  its  flowers  make  it  well  worth  growing,  for 
itself  alone.     Then  too,  its  culture,  (and  in- 


deed that  of  all  other  water  plants)  is  so 
simple  Place  a  handful  of  sand  or  gravel 
in  a  glass  bowl,  and  on  this  put  your  bulbs, 
laying  small  stones  or  shells  around  it  to 
keep  it  upright,  so  that  its  position  will  not 
be  disturbed  every  time  the  bowl  is  moved, 
or  more  water  poured  in.  Then  fill  with 
water,  adding  more  whenever  needed  to  take 
the  place  of  that  which  evaporates 

Edna.  Do  you  not  set  it  in  the  dark  for  a 
few  days  or  longer,  to  form  roots  before  com- 
mencing its  top  growth,  just  as  you  would  a 
hyacinth  or  tulip  ? 

J 'era.  Some  persons  do,  but  others  place 
it  at  once  in  the  warm  sunny  corner  it  is  to 
occupy.  Treated  in  either  way  it  is  quite  a 
success  and  sure  to  bloom. 

Edna.  And  what  if  the  water  becomes  im- 
pure ? 

Vera.  Pour  it  off  and  replace  with  fresh. 
A  few  bits  of  charcoal,  however,  if  added  to 
the  water  will  keep  it  sweet  and  pure  for  a 
long  time.  Another  attradlive  and  easily 
grown  plant  is  the  water  hyacinth.  Nostones 
are  needed  to  hold  it  in  place,  as  it  floats 
about  on  the  water  until  it  finds  anchorage 
for  itself,  being  supported  by  the  odd  little 
air  bladders  from  which  its  leaves  spring. 
After  doing  duty  in  the  window  garden  during 
winter,  the  water  hyaciuth  can  be  shifted  into 
a  tub  of  water,  on  the  sunniest  part  of  the 
lawn  for  its  summer  quarters.  In  growing 
water  hyacinth,  however,  you  will  have  to 
keep  the  temperature  from  falling  too  low 
in  winter,  for  they  seem  able  to  stand  but 
little  cold. 

Edna.  Then  why  not  try  the  parrot's  feather 
in  its  place  ?  That  is,  as  you  know,  a  dainty 
little  gem,  just,  suited  for  growing  in  tanks 
or  tubs,  as  an  edging  for  water  lilies  and 
other  acquatics.  It  also  loves  to  creep  along  in 
the  shallow  water  near  the  banks  of  a  pond. 
You  will  find  it  endures  a  great  deal  of  cold, 
unharmed,  tljough  such  a  delicate,  fragile 
looking  trailer.  For  house  culture,  fill  any 
can  of  bucket,  that  can  be  made  to  answer 
for  a  water  tight  hanging  basket,  about  two- 
thirds  full  of  ordinary  garden  soil  and  a  little 
sand.  In  this,  plant  )-our  parrot's  feather  and 
keep  filled  with  water.  That  is  about  all  the 
care  it  will  require,  except  to  divide  the 
roots  now  and  then  to  prevent  the  plant  be- 
ing so  matted  together  that  it  cannot  grow. 
As  it  lives  readily  from  cuttings  I  will  bring 
you  some  over  tomorrow,  and  you  may  be 
sure  a  basket  of  it  win  soon  become  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  objects  in  your  room. 
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Some  Notes  on  Cotyledons. 

Carp,  Califoknia. 

/-»OTYLEDONS  (popularly  called  Eclie- 
^^  verias,)  are  well-kiiowu  succulents  iiiudi 
used  in  carpet  bedding  and  borders.  Tlie 
old  "houseleek"  is  familiar  to  every  Ivi.sh 
man,  and  Secunda  Glauca  and  Metallica  can 
be  found  in  every  park.  But  fa.sliion  is  fickle, 
and  demands  new  sorts  and  variety,  so  I  will 
very  briefly  call  atteution  to  some  new  spe- 
cies, little  kuown,  but  which  are  being  now 
put  on  the  market  at  a  reasonable  price. 

C.  Edulis,  Brewer^  is  easily  first  in  the 
list,  and  is  good  everywhere,  in  or  out-of- 
doors.  It  has  been  called  "finger  tips,"  and 
when  set  closely  together  forms  a  green  car- 


c.  Edulis. 
pe..  The  leaves  are  round  like  a  lead  pencil, 
three  to  four  inches  long,  bright  green,  and 
the  flowers,  borne  in  clusters,  are  of  a  waxy 
white,  and  of  a  dcli.s;htful  vanilla-like  fra- 
grance, and  last  for  weeks.  In  beautv,  un- 
doubtedly oue  of  the  very  best  plants  put  on 
the  market  in  a  long  time. 

C.  Attbnuata,  Watson,  is  a  new  sort  that 
might  be  said  to  be  a  dwarf  Edulis.  It  is 
however  of  a  darker  color,  a  rich  sea  green. 
Flowers  yellow,  tinged  with  brown,  and  with 
a  greenish  mid-vein.  The  leaves  are  about 
cue-third  the  diameter  of  Edulis,  and  oue- 
half  the  lenglit  .A  very  beautiful  variety  and 
w-e  have  nothing  like  it. 

C.  Linearis,  Greene,  is  also  new  and  a 
gem.  Leaves  flattened  on  top,  and  rouudiug 
below,  heavily  spotted  dark  crimson.  The 
corolla  is  greenish-yellow.  When  grown  in 
the  sun  it  colors  up  beautifully. 


C.  LAnceolata,  Benlh.  nwrf //oojt.,  and  the 
latter  are  closely  allied.  It  is  a  very  beauti- 
ful plant  with  lanceolate  leaves,  and  of  a 
pleasing  shade  of  green,  sometimes  lightlv 
spotted  crimson.  It  has  a  reddish  flower, 
and  is  neat  in  its  habit,  not  outgrowing  its 
bounds  like  some  of  the  family. 

C.  PULVERULENTA,  Benlh.  and  Hoof;.,  is  in- 
deed a  curiosity,  worth  growing  for  that 
alone.  It  is  thickly  covered  with  a  white 
powder,  and  soou  forms  fine  specimens  mak- 
ing a  fine  plant  for  the  rocky.  Here  it  grows 
on  rocky  hill-sides,  sometimes  "hanging  on 
by  its  eyelids"  to  use  the  expression.  A  rare 
and  beautiful  plant  that  should  be  in  every 
colleolion  To  have  it  powder  up  well,  it 
should  not  be  watered  overhead,  but  on  the 
roots  only. 

C.  Nexadensis,  Walsoii.  is  too  new  to  me 
yet  to  say  much  about.  In  form  and  general 
appearance  it  is  not  unlike  I'ulverulenta, 
without  the  powder.  Rather  a  pretty  species. 
I'lowers  yellow,  or  sometimes  red.  Leaves 
are  somewhat  like  Secunda  Glauca. 

C.  LaxA,  Btiit.  and  Ihwi-.,  has  long  narrow 
leaves  that  hang  limp  and  flaccid,  and  are 
often  curiously  twisted.  It  is  a  sttange  plant 
and  a  favorite  of  mine.  There  is  a  dwarf 
form  of  it  which  I  have  not  yet  got.  Flowers 
light  red  on  a  slender  stalk  or  peduuc'e,  two 
to  three  inches  long. 

C.  DesmETTiana,  IFeimhy,  (Mexico),  is 
also  a  gem  among  Kelieverias.  The  short 
thick  fleshy  leaves  form  a  dense  rosette,  and 
show  many  shades,  as  one  looks  at  them — a 
pale  sea  green,  or  pea  green,  or  sometimes  a 
glaucous  green.  The  back  of  leaves  is  tinted 
rose,  and  all  is  crowned  with  a  crimson  thorn. 
This  plant  is  yet  high  in  price,  as  it  is  a  poor 
shipper  from  Mexico,  but  is  easily  grown, 
and  readily  propagattd.  I  would  nut  be 
without  it. 

All  these  sorts  are  easily  handled,  will 
stand  long  drouths,  and  endure  hardships, 
provided  they  have  good  draiuage,  aud  no 
standing  water  at  the  roots. 


Cactus  Directory. 

CniiiprisiuK  tiolli  tilt-  Iintanical  aiul  popular  names 
of  S(»nK'  of  our  most  i-onnnon  vaiulii-s. 

-A- 

Aulialonium  Prisuiaticum,  (Seven  Stars.) 
"  Fissurata,  (Living  Rock.) 

"  Williamsii.   (Turnip   Caftus — 

Green    Tomato  -  Dtimjiling   I'aftus— 
Ualdhead. 

Aslrophytum  Myriostignia,  (Bishop's  Cap.) 
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THE  CACTUS  SPINES. 

USE  AND  MORPHOLOGY. 


BALTIMORE, 


A  Spine,  from  the  Latin  Spina,  in  general 
■**  may  be  termed  a  sharp  pointed  woody 
body  ;  a  hardened  leaf-stalk,  stipule,  abor- 
tive branch  or  any  other  formation  into 
which  woody  tissue  may  be  converted. 

A  cailusspine,  is  not,  like  a  thorn,  a  wood- 
cambium  formation,  but  may  merely  be  re- 
garded as  an  appendi.x  to  the  epidermis  of  the 
plant  ;  in  faft,  a  gradual  transition  from  a 
leaf  to  its  present  form  ;  perhaps  a  similar 
process  where  the  stamens  of  buds,  like  the 
double  bud  of  the  camelia,  have  formed  into 
petals. 

In  cafli  we  have  plants  in  the  compaflest 
shape;  a  consolidated  form  of  vegetation. 
Their  spherical,  columnaror  flattened  figure 
being  such  as  to  expose  the  least  possible 
amount    of  their  bulk  to  the  air.      Leaves 


Fig.  I.  Hair  and  Spitic  of  O  Senilis.  200  Diani. 
like  in  foliage-plants  Jwould,  therefore  be  of 
no  importance.,  considering  the  condition  of 
the  atmosphere  in  which  cacti  grow.  Nature 
has  here  most  admirably  adapted  the  plant 
to  its  surroundings.  In  northern  climates 
the  spines  of  cafti  do  not  develope  so  magni- 
ficieutly  as  in  arid  zones  and  in  the  polar  re- 
gions we  notice  a  general  absence  of  spine- 
bearing  plants.  Growers  of  cafti  have  ob- 
served that  their  seedlings  have  a  tendency 
to  grow  more  into  bulk  and  that  the  spines  be- 
come shorter  ;  for  instance,  Euphorbias,  like 
E.  La<5tea,  in  temperate  zones  develope  one 
or  two  small  leaves  alongside  their  spines 
Pereskia  even  grows  normal,  petioled  leaves, 
dropping  off  during  the  season  of  rest 

Morphology.  As  every  one  can  notice  with 
a  pocket-leuse,  cadtus-spiues  are  set  in  a 
cushion  of  hair  of  irregular  length,  their 
struflure  being  the  same  as  that  of  animal 


hair.  As  figures  i  and  11  show,  they  are 
composed  of  single  elongated  cells, filled  with 
Chlorophyl.  Comparing  them,  however,  with 
the  spines,  we  find  a  wide  difference.  The 
spines  in  all  the  caflus  tribe  are  not  smooth 
and  polished  as  seen  with  the  naked  eye,  but 


Fig.  II.  (a)  Spine  (B)  Hair  of  O.  Microdasy.  200  Diam. 
present  a  rather  irregular,  corrugated  or  rib- 
bed surface,  similar  to  the  trunk  of  a  tree. 
The  spine  is  a  solid  formation  and  contains 
no  du(ft  for  the  exudation  of  a  poisonous 
liquid  as  was  formerly  supposed.  The  chlo- 
rophyl is  very  sparingly  distributed  and  en- 
tirely absent  in  the  white  spines.  Studying 
our  illustration  we  find  that  the  spine  of  a 
cereus  it  perfettly  plain  with  the  character- 
istic coloring  matter  at  the  apex  ;  where  as 
the  opuntia  spine  is  quite  a  "horrible  and 
formidable  thing,"  resembling  the  assagai  or 
spear  of  some  African  warrior.  We  notice 
tliat  these  spines  are  covered  with  innumera- 
ble hooks  or  scales,  gradually  diminishing 
in  number  towards  the  basis.  Opuntia  rufida 
and    opuntia    microdasys   possess  the   most 


Fig.  III.  Spine  of  C.  Harailtonii  200  Diam. 
dangerous  spines,  and  we  now  comprehend 
why  they  adhere  with  such  tenacitj-  to  the 
skin.  Opuntias  are  the  only  tribe  that  have 
these  hooks  on  their  spines  and  may  in 
doubtful  cases  serve  as  a  means  of  classifica- 
tion. 
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Use  of  Spines.  As  evident  the  green  rind 
or  skin  fulfills  the  function  of  foliage, 
through  which  the  plant  absorljs  its  stock  of 
carbon  from  the  carbonic  acid  of  the  air  and 
exhales  small  quantities  of  water.  The  spines 


Fifi.  lY.    Spines  of  O,  Rufitla.    200  Diam. 

perform  the  duty  of  proteclion  in  various 
waj'S  ;  were  it  not  for  them  the  plant  would 
succumb  to  the  severe  action  of  the  air,  the 
scorching  rays  of  the  sun  or  the  piercing 
sand  blasts  of  the  desert  ;  the\'  afford  partial 
shade  and  in  consequence  somewhat  retard 
evaporation  of  moisture.  Then  they  are  a 
protection  against  roaming  animals;  (but 
not  against  the  cac\us  collector,  who  takes 
the  whole  plant.)  The  large  hooks  of  the 
Wislizenii  are  used  by  the  natives  for  fishing 
and  the  long  spines  as  needles  and  arrow 
points.  Owing  to  the  dangerous  character 
of  the  spines  of  some  opuntias,  these  plants 
are  used  as  natural  barriers  or  "live  fences." 

*RITTE»(  FOB  THE  CACTUS  JOU«f**L, 

CACTUS  AS  WEEDS. 

PILO   C  .    rl-:N  NA. 

IN  the  January  number  of  a  floral  magazine 
'  the  following  article  appeared.  "In  wri- 
ting to  the  editor,  a  subscriber  in  Texas,  re- 
joices, thai  her  yard  is  entirely  rid  of  catlnses. 
They  are  weeds  there  of  a  most  disagreeable 
charartcr." 

Now,  what  would  that  person  say  and  think 
to  see  us  "cranks"  spending  our  time  and 
monc)'  in  purchasing  and  cultivating  those 
weeds  ;  perhaps  some  of  that  same  kind  that 
she  has  been  laboring  so  long  to  rid  hervard 
of. 

And  what  would  we  think,  who  have  not 
had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  them  in  their 
native  home,  grow  and  thrive  as  our  weeds 
do,   in  this  part  of  the  country.      I  think  it 


would  be  a  good  and  instructive  lesson  to 
many  a  caclus  fancier,  to  see  how  they  grow 
and  thrive.  It  would  then  become  apparent 
to  many,  that  our  failure  in  cultivating  this 
genera  of  plants,  lies  in  giving  them  too  good 
a  treatment— killing  them  with  kindness. 

Many  go  to  the  trouble  to  make  a  special 
mixture  of  soil,  using  peat,  charcoal,  well- 
rotlod  manure,  sand,  leaf  mold,  rotted  sod, 
&c.,  &c.  In  their  native  home  do  they  grow 
in  any  of  these  ingredients?  Most  likely 
not  ;  still,  they  will  thrive  and  grow  in  it  for 
a  while  and  then  decay,  caused  by  thriving 
too  well. 

We  often  see  an  article  describing  ca(ili  as 
growing  in  alkali  soil.  Can  any  one  tell  us 
what  the  composition  of  that  soil  is?  What 
proportion  of  alkali  to  other  ingredients? 

I  have  seen  luxuriant  growing  weeds,  as 
burdock,  mullein,  ragweed,  smart  wood,  &c. 
growing  on  ash  dumps,  with  not  a  particle  of 
soil.  Why  would  not  carti  grow  in  it  ;  surely 
they  ought  to,  as  it  is  very  porous,  no  danger 
of  water  standing  in  the  pots  ;  and  if  our 
native  weeds  will  grow  so  rank  in  ashes, 
cacli  ought  to  grow  and  do  well.  I  shall  ex- 
periment with  several  varieties  this  spring, 
planting  a  specimen  of  each  in  sandv  soil, 
and  in  clear  hard  coal  ashes,  and  treat  them 
as  weeds — that  is  to  give  no  cue  at  all,  mere- 
ly planting  iheui,  and  let  them  take  care  of 
themselves,  and  will  mark  the  result. 


RITTEN  FOR  THE  C»CTyS  JOURNAL. 


PILOCEREUS. 


L.,  IIALTIMORI!. 


A  MONGST  this  species  of  the  caiSli  family 
■**  are  some  of  the  showiest  and  prettiest 
kinds,  but  the  "old  man"  (Pilocereus  Senilis) 
seems  to  take  the  lead,  no  doubt,  the  name 
applied  to  this  plant,  on  account  of  its  long 
white  hair,  is  very  desirable  in  colletlions  as 
they  make  quite  a  contrast.  They  are  easily 
grown  after  thoroughly  rooted  and  potted  in 
sandy  soil,  and  liberal  watering,  not  only  on 
the  soil,  but  also  on  the  plaut,  especially  over 
the  crown  during  the  growiug  season.  When 
their  locks  become  dusty  or  soiled,  they  can 
bo  cleaned  with  soap  water  and  brush,  rins- 
ing with  clear  water,  but  care  must  be  taken 
not  to  injure  the  plant,  which,  when  bruised 
is  liable  to  cause  decay  They  thrive  nicely 
when  planted  out,  with  thorough  drainage  to 
avoid  decay  at  the  roots,  and  place  broken 
granite,  marble,  or  pepplcs  at  the  base  of  the 
plaut  to  prevent  the  soil  from  splashing  over 
the  hair.   Every  cacli  admirer  should  have  it, 
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Having  received  numerous  requests  from 
subscrilters  for  some  of  the  articles  which 
appeared  in  some  of  the  first  number  of 
The  JotiRNAL,  we  have  conchided  to  re- 
print one  or  more  of  the  articles  each 
month,  and  trust  it  may  aid  some  of  our 
readers  who  were  unable  to  get  those  num- 
ber. 

^\'e  are  in  rc(x-ii)t  of  many  letters  telling 
of  the  loss  by  the  late  cold  spell,  of  (juite 
a  number  of  fine  plants.  No  section  of 
the  country  seems  to  have  been  entirely 
exempt,  even  the  favored  states  of  Florida, 
Texas  and  California  report  many  losses. 
In  the  former  state  even  the  professional 
florists  have  met  with  very  serious  losses, 
while  the  amateur  mourns  over  plants  that 
had  taken  years  to  grow,  and  are  now  en- 
tirely lost,  or  badly  damaged. 

This  month  begins  our  preparations  for 
the  Summer  in  many  localities,  and  those 
who  lay  their  plans  and  get  all  the  mater- 
ial ready  now,  will  have  the  best  results 
to  report  a  few  months  hence. 

The  Baltimore  Cactus  Society  at  its 
last  meeting  appointed  a  conimitte  to  wait  ou 
the  Park  and  Expositiou  Committee  to  lay 
before  them  the  proposition  of  establishing 
an  Arboretum  and  Botanical  Garden  of  about 
25  to  30  acres  at  Clifton  Park  Baltimore,  the 
site  selected  for  holding  the  exposition  in 
1S97. 

As  an  educational  faflor,  and  permanent 
park  improvement,  an  arboretum  should  re- 
ceive serious  consideration.  It  is  almost  a 
vital   necessity,    as   Baltimore  with   its   half 


million  inabitants  is  fast  becoming  an  educa- 
tional centre  ;  we  are  therefore  disposed  to 
recommend  the  present  old  and  worn  out  or- 
chard south  of  the  greenhouses  iu  Clifton  for 
their  special  adaptation,  for  a  garden  of  this 
kind,  it  could  be  done  at  small  expense,  as 
the  soil  is  very  rich  and  several  feet  deep. 

The  society  has  also  under  consideration 
to  offer  the  loan  of  a  very  fine  collection  of 
rare  carti  and  succulent  plants  for  the  expo- 
sition, to  be  laid  out  as  an  artistic  porterre 
design  on  a  gigantic  scale.  The  specimens 
to  be  used  to  represent  a  value  of  several 
thousand  dollars,  and  no  doubt,  will  prove 
one  cf  the  main  attraftions.  Dealers  and  col- 
letlors  from  the  caifti  growing  regions  have 
signified  their  intention  of  aiding  the  society 
to  make  such  an  exhibit,  which,  artistically 
and  colletlively  speaking,  shall  surpass  any- 
thing in  this  line  ever  witnessed  in  this 
country. 

WRITTEN  FOR  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 

SPINES  AND  PRICKLES. 

CARP,    CALlFOUNI.\. 

(HAVE  just  received  a  fine  plant  of  Mis. 
Nickels'  new  agave  recently  mentioned 
in  The  Journal.  I  like  it  belter  than  its 
near  relative  Agave  Yifloria  Regime.  It  is 
a  beauty,  and  deserves  more  careful  notice 
than  I  can  give  it  this  month.  I  will  try  to 
do  so  soon.  This  month  is  a  busy  one  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

I  have  coined  a  name.  It  was  not  much 
brain  labor,  and  I  submit  it  for  the  approval 
of  all  cattus  lovers.  It  is  common  usage  to 
have  some  easily  remembered  english  name 
for  our  pets,  so  how  would  "Hermit  Ca(Stus" 
do  for  Echinocaflus  Polyancistrus  ?  As  this 
wonderful  and  very  rare  caiSlus  seems  to 
want  to  live  alone,  and  is  seldom  found  iu 
company.  I  think  the  name  very  appro- 
priate. 

Carp  would  like,  to  "float"  and  perpetuate 
the  name,  as  it  is  the  first  one  he  ever  fath- 
ered, and  he  did  not  have  to  invest  anything 
for  the  privilege. 

Take  care  of  your  caifli  through  windy 
March  and  .^howery  April.  It  would  be  too 
bad  to  lose  any  now,  when  Spring  is  knock- 
ing at  the  door.  Look  out  for  bugs,  keep  out 
cold  draughts,  and  do  not  put  them  out  doors 
too  early.  We  are  likely  to  have  a  wet 
Spring,  so  when  put  out  doors,  see  that  the 
drainage  is  ample. 

Have  you  put  in  that  little  advertisement 
of  "wanted"  or  "for  sale"  yet?  So  good 
luck  to  you  all  until  next  month. 
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FROM  WATSOK'S  CACTACEOUS  PlAsTS. 


PELECYPHORA. 

iTlic  Hatchet   Cactus.) 

I  N  a  botanical  poiut  of  view  this  genus  and 
'  the  following  one  arc  the  most  interesting 
in  the  family.  Tlicy  are  both  monotypic — 
that  is,  contain  one  species  each,  and  are  re- 
markable for  certain  strutlural  pecnliarities 
that  have  attracted  much  attention  from  stu- 
dents of  the  order.  Pclecyphora  is  closely 
related  to  the  Maniallarias,  having  a  short 
cylindrical  stem,  covered  with  mamillci;  or 
tubercles  of  a  flattened  form,  and  which  have 
been  supposed  to  bear  some  resemblance  to  a 
hatchet,  as  the  generic  name  implies.  At  the 
apex,  hower,  in  the  place  of  the  spines  of  the 
Mamallarias  are  two  rows  of  flat  horny  scales 
which  overlap  like  tiles  of  a   roof,  and  have 


Pclecyphora  asclliforiiiis. 

been  not  inaptly  compared  to  the  scaly  back 
of  a  woodlousc,  to  which  character  the  speci- 
fic name  refers.  The  llowers  are  borne  near 
the  summit  of  the  stem  one  to  one  and  a  half 
inch  in  diameter,  consisting  of  several  series 
of  scpal.s  and  petals,  numerous  stamens  and 
stigmas. 

In  culture  and  propagation  Tclccyphora  is 
similar  to  the  more  delicate  Mamallarias  ;  it 
requires  a  sandy  soil,  good  drainage,  and 
very  careful  supplies  of  water.  Offsets 
are  seldom  produced,  aud,  the  readiest 
method  of  increasing  it  is  by  seeds,  which 
germinate  freely  in  moderate  heat,  and  num- 
bers of  plants  have  been  so  raised  in  this 
country  as  well  as  on  the  continent. 

PKl.ECYrHoRA  ASKl.l.lK0RMl.s,/;7;;-<v;*£-/-!^— 
This,  the  only  member  of  the  genus,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Mexico,  where   it   was   found   by   the 


brothers  Tonel,  associated  with  plants  of  the 
now  discarded  genus  Anhalouium,  which  has 
been  already  mentioned   under  the  Mamal- 
larias.    The  first  plants  imported  to  Europe 
were  received  at  Berlin,  but  found  to  be  dead, 
aud  Sabouret  relates  that  Hhrenberg  raised 
the  first  living  specimen  from  seeds  found  in 
dry  fruits  contained  in  the  axils  of  the  tuber- 
cles.   The  plants  so  obtained  were  described 
by  the  last-named  author  in  1S43,  though  the 
flowers  where  then    unknown.     In    185S  Lc- 
maire  gave  a  full  description  and  illustration 
of  the  plant  in  the  ll/itstration  Horltcole,  vol. 
vi.,  t.  i86,  which  drew  much  attention  to  it, 
and  several  growers  of  cacti  obtained  plants 
for  their  collections.      Amongst  English  culti- 
vators  itr.   Justus   Corderoy   of   Blewberry, 
I'idot,   Berkshire,  was   especially   successful 
in    raising    young    plants    from    seed,     and 
through     him     numbers     were    distributed 
throughout  the  country  ;    indeed   he   claims 
to  have  done  what  .growers  never  could  do 
before    nor    since — namely,    sell    plants     of 
I'elccyphora   at  3.?.   each.      Several  of  these 
seedlings    he   succeeded   in    flowering,    aud 
proved  sliglilly  dilTei  ent  from  I^emaire's  plant 
in  the  colouring,  the    flowers   of  Mr.  Corde- 
roy's  variety  being   uniformly   rosy   purple, 
while  in  Lemaire'.s  plant  they   had  an  outer 
series  of  pale  almost  white  petals.     One   of 
these  specimens  was  submitted  to  Dr.  Hook- 
er, and  figure  in  the    "Botanical  Magazine," 
1873,   t.   6061,  under  the  name  of  P.  asellifor- 
mis   var.   concolor.      Though    so   interesting 
structurally,  and  pretty  when  in  flower,  this 
caclus  conlinues  very  scarce,  aud  few  collec- 
tions now  include  examples  of  it. 


TO  HI-:  CONTINtrKD. 


CATALOGUES  RECEIVED. 


H.  W.  Buckbee,  Rockford,  Ills. 

W.  S.  Little  &  Co.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

PiUe  &  Ellsworth,  Jessamine,  Fla. 

The  Geo.  H.  Mellen  Co.,  Spriufield,  O. 

n.  M.  Ferry  &  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Vaughn's  Seed  Store,  New  York  &  Chicago. 

Keasouer  Bios.,  Oueca,  Fla. 

C.  E.  Allen,  Brattleboro,  Vt. 

1-niwanger  &  Barry,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

G.  R.  Gause  &  Co.,  Riclimoud,  lud. 

Louis  R.  Benedict,  EUenville,  N.  Y. 

Wni.  Tell,  Austin,   Texas,    price-list   of  rare 

cae^i  and  Mexican  bulbs. 
J.  A.  McDowell  &  Co.,  City  of  Mexico,  Mexico, 

price-list  of  rare  cacti,  orchids,  etc. 
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WRITTEN   FOR     THE    CACTUS    JOURNAL. 


ON  COLLECTORS. 


rILO,  C.  PENXA. 


Spring  is  almost  here,  and  tlie  cacli  fever 
will  soon  break  out  again,  as  bad,  if  not 
worse  tban  ever,  and  this  will  make  good 
business  for  collectors. 


I_|OW  very  interesting  it  is,  to  read  of  a 
collectors  trip  to  get  a  certain  variety. 
what  difficulties  are  encountered,  and  the 
many  miles  travelled.  Many  more  collectors 
ought  to  give  us  their  varied  experiences  in 
collecting  cacfli  and  agaves ;  the  correct 
names  of  plants  found,  in  what  locality  of 
the  country  found,  and  in  what  kind  of  soil 
growing.  This  would  then  give  a  cattus 
fancier  some  idea  of  the  conditions  in  which 
they  naturally  grow,  one  could  then  endea- 
vor to  imitate  as  near  as  possible  those  con- 
ditions. 

Many  amateurs  upon  receiving  caiSli  from 
a  collector,  will  plant  them  as  soon  as  re- 
ceived, in  whatever  soil  they  may  have  at 
hand — this  I  consider  wrong.  From  experi- 
ence I  find  that  it  is  best  to  lay  them  where 
the  sun  can  shine  on  them  for  a  day,  so  as  to 
warm  the  plant  and  to  evaporate  any  moist- 
ure that  may  have  accumulated  during  their 
long  journey  through  the  mail  ;  then  cut  off 
all  broken  and  dead  roots,  plant  in  two  parts 
sand  and  one  part  leaf  mold,  damp  (not  soak- 
ing wet.)  They  will  throw  out  roots  in  this 
and  become  established  and  acclimated. 

The  following  year  I  re-pot  in  soil  of  one 
part  bar  sand,  (coarse  sand  or  gravel  better) 
one  part  garden  loam  and  one  part  of  leaf- 
mold  and  crushed  bones  I  use  no  manure, 
consider  that  all  the  fertilizer  needed  will  be 
from  the  bone.  When  I  first  started  my  col 
lection,  I  used  too  strong  a  soil,  and  my 
plants  soon  came  to  grief. 

Some  collectors  think,  that  as  long  as 
they  have  furnished  you  plants  as  ordered, 
they  have  done  their  duty  ;  they  do  not  seem 
to  care  whether  the  plant  has  any  roots,  or 
or  whether  it  is  packed  witli  care.  I  have  re- 
ceived packages  (light  pasteboard  boxes)com- 
ing  through  the  mail  from  the  far  south-west 
that  had  to  be  re  wrapped  in  transit  to  keep 
the  mutilated  plants  from  falling  out.  Such 
a  collector  is  not  apt  to  receive  a  second 
order. 

Other  colleclars  understand  their  business, 
they  endeavor  to  send  perfect  plants,  with 
plent5'  of  roots,  and  use  all  means  to  pack 
in  strong  boxes,  so  that  they  will  arrive  at 
destination  in  perfection  condition.  Such  a 
one  is  always  remembered  when  more  plants 
are  wanted,  and  is  the  gainer  thereby  for  the 
extra  trouble  gone  to. 


WHITTEN  FOR    THE    CACTUS    JOURNAL. 


The  Carroll  Park  Cactus  Bed. 

THE    EFFECT    UPON    THE    PLANTS    IN 
PLANTING    OUT. 

L.  \\\  F.,  BALTIMORE. 

In  the  second  number  of  The  Journal  an 
■  account  was  given  of  the  cactus  bed  at 
Carroll  Park,  Baltimore,  and  it  was  the  inten- 
tion in  one  of  the  fall  numbers  to  give  an  ac- 
count on  the  result  of  planting  out,  but  it  was 
overlooked,  and  as  it  is  the  aim  of  the  Jour- 
nal to  fulfill  its  promises,  we  are  pleased  to 
be  reminded  by  Pilo  C. 

The  plants  which  were  placed  in  this  bed, 
were,  or  the  majority  of  them,  tender  green- 
house pets,  and  fear  was  entertained  that 
many  of  them  would  succumb  to  the  terrible 
heat  and  raiuv  weather  they  would  be  ex- 
posed to.  In  the  bed  many  of  the  tender  va- 
rieties were  displayed,  a  few  gave  way, 
but  the  effect  on  the  majority  of  them  was  a 
most  pleasant  surprise  to  their  owners — the 
difference  of  keeping  under  glass,  and  that  of 
giving  them  a  summer's  outing  at  the  park. 
Why,  the  Cereus,  the  Euphorbias,  the  Opun- 
tias,  and  some  of  the  Pilocereus  fairly  jumped, 
producing  fine  healthy  growth,  and  many  of 
them  bloomed.  The  bulk  plants,  viz:  Echi- 
nocaCti,  Echinocerei,  Echinopsis.  etc.  made 
good  growth,  and  many  of  them  bloomed  pro- 
fusely, (some  of  which  had  never  bloomed  at 
home,)  to  the  delight  of  the  many  visitors  at- 
tracted by  this  beautiful  and  rare  displav  of 
nature's  odd  and  curious  production.  The 
"old  men,"  of  which  there  were  four  received 
new  crowns  during  their  summer's  vacation, 
and  bowed  their  heads  to  the  expressions  of 
delight  from  their  many  admirers  ;  and  one 
of  them  which  had  been  at  a  stand  still  for 
several  years  in  the  green-house  produced 
a  young  "old  man"  which  to  the  present  time 
is  doing  well.  The  large  Visnaga  produced 
a  succession  of  blooms  from  the  time  they 
were  placed  in  the  bed,  until  they  were  taken 
up.  Among  the  Mamillarias  (and  a  few  Echi- 
uos.)  were  some  of  the  tender  varieties,  which 
some  persons,  who  have  had  considerable  ex- 
perience, predicted  they  would  not  stand  the 
exposure,  but  it  was  determined  to  risk  them 
as  an  experiment.  Some  few  of  them  decayed 
but  it  was  in  most  cases,  those  that  were  not 
established, but  planted  in  the  bed  upon  being 
received  from  the  collector. 

It  has  proven,  that  planting  ca6ti  out  dur- 
ing their  growing  season,  is  the  proper  way 
to  grow  and  bloom  them.  Of  course,  much 
depends  on  the  arrangement  of  the  bed,  which 
in  this  case  was  in  the  hands  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  park,  a  thoroughlj-  efficient 
llorist,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  society 
which  made  the  display,  taking  a  special  in- 
terest in  the  care  of  them,  and  thoughtful 
to  cover  them  during  heavy  rains. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 

Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

Number  8  of  the  Journal  just  received, 
and  its  couteius  very  much  appreciated,  aud 
enjoyed.  It  is  wliat  might  be  termed  a 
"Dandy  number." 

Talk  about  writing  a  manual  on  ca6li  and 
succulents.  What  is  the  Journal,  but  that 
desired  manual  ?  Every  mouth  it  is  advan- 
cing ;  its  many  articles  by  amateurs  aud  pro- 
fessionals are  sound  aud  instructive.  It  is 
taken  for  granted  that  every  C.  C.  will  pre- 
serve their  valuable  numbers,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  twelve  numbers,  an  index  will  be  pub- 
lished, to  which  one  can  refer,  for  what  is 
wanted  to  be  known.  The  twelve  numbers 
can  then  be  bound.  Here  then,  every  sub- 
scriber will  have  Volume  I,  of  a  thoroughly 
praftical  work,  or  a  "manual  on  the  culture 
of  cafli  and  succulents  " 
.  Penua.  Pile  C. 

Editor  Baltimork  Cactus  Journal  : 

I  was  deeply  interested  in  a  commuuicalion 
from  the  pen  of  Pilo  C,  Pa.  iu  the  February 
Number  of  our  always  iuteresting  Journal, 
about  Echinocaclus  Horizjutbalouius,  that  I 
am  tempted  to  give  my  experience  with  this 
"easily  grown"  caftus. 

The  writer  has  had  some  ten  plants  of  this 
specie  and  has  tried  at  least  six  or  eight 
different  soils,  etc.,  so  that  the  last  plants  I 
received  from  New  Mexico,  I  found  the 
roots  of  two  of  them  to  be  uninjured  and  quite 
long,  so  I  potted  them  in  the  coarsest  soil  I 
could  get,  conimou  bar  sand,  gravel  pebbles, 
and  up  to  the  present  I  have  not  watered  the 
two  at  all  ;  I  received  it  from  New  Mexico  on 
August  6th,  1S94,  so  I  think  it  does  not  need 
water,  if  at  all,  and  very  common  aud  coarse 
soil.  I  have  tried  the  regular  soil,  watering 
occasionally,  but  they  all  died,  as  our  cor- 
respondent I'ilo  C.  states. 

The  collector  who  sent  mine  told  me  and 
also  sent  a  sample  of  the  soil,  where  it  was 
growing  on  a  rock,  to  use  a  very  coarse 
soil  and  do  not  water  from  the  lop.  So  I  am 
glad  my  experience  with  this  handsome 
cattus  may  beuefitsome  of  our  "Cranks." 

Penna.  S.  Frederick  Gross. 

Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

The  handsomest  (?)  cai^ti  I  have,  are  four 
Opunlias,  and  they  do  indeed  call  forth  ;ul- 
niiratiyu  from  every  one  who  sees  them.  They 


are  all  large  plants,  aud   handsome  iu  form 
and  color.     O.  mycrodasys  is  as  handsome  as 
tufted  velvet,  and  is  perhaps  the  favorite  ; 
but  O.  monocantha  variegata  with  its  lovely 
variegated   leaves   of  pure   white  and   deep 
green  is  uot  at  all  behind  it  in  honors.     The 
young  growth  is  bright  pink,    and  it   is  not 
hard   to  imagine  the  contrast,  as  beautiful. 
One  leaf,  (so-called)  on  mine  is  five  inches 
long,  and  pure  white  on  one  side,  and  deep 
green  on  the  other,  while  all  the  others  are 
beautifully  variegated.     O.   senilis  is  a  very 
peculiar  plant,  and  one  little  maid  said,  when 
looking  at  it.  Oh,  Mrs   W    "it  makes  one  feel 
creepy."     It  could  very  easily  be  taken  for 
Pilocereus  senilis   by  those  unfamiliar  with 
the  different  species,  age  only  gives  it  the 
hoary  look,  long  flexible  spines,  giving  it  its 
name — senilis.     The   spines  on    mine  reach 
out    over    the    edge  of  jar.      O.  Frutescens 
comes  last,  but  is  such  a  pretty  plant  in  form 
and  color,  that  one  must  admire  it.     Though 
mine  is  a  handsome  plant,  and  several  years 
old,  it  has  never  bloomed,  nor  born  a  berry. 
All  of  thefe  plants  are  about  two  feet  high, 
and  fine  specimen  plants.     I  have  others,  of 
course,  but  none  so  fine  as  these.     I  think 
they  are  usually  a  more  satisfacflory  ca<5\i  than 
most  other  species,   being  so  diversified  in 
shape,  manner  of  growth,  color  of  spines,  aud 
best  of  all,  rapid  growth. 
Coun.  Mrs,  W. 

Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

I  have  a  suggestion  to  make  which  I  think 
will  be  very  acceptable  to  the  readers  of  the 
Journal : 

There  arc  perhaps  many  other  amateurs 
like  myself,  who  do  not  know  when  many  of 
their  cad\i  ought  to  bloom,  not  knowing 
which  are  summer  and  fall  bloomers,  and 
which  should  flower  iu  the  winter  or  spring. 
So,  if  you  have  the  space  to  spare,  will  you  not 
each  month  publish  a  sort  of  "Cattus  Calen- 
dar," mentioning  the  different  varieties  that 
may  be  expected  to  bloom  during  that 
month.  I  hope  this  plan  will  be  satisfa<i\ory 
aud  that  you  will  adopt  it.. 

The  Journal  is  as  usual,  attra<5\ivc  and  in- 
structive, and  as  I  hope  to  glean  much  prac- 
tical information  from  its  pages,  I  atn  always 
glad  to  add  my  "bit  of  experience",  hoping 
by  chance  to  help  some  one  el.'ic.  We  are 
having  unusually  severe  weather,  but  so  far 
my  cacti  and  other  plants  have  escaped  un- 
harmed. 

Va.  L.  Boollic.^ 
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Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

III  the  December  issue  I  saw  an  article  on 
"Anhaloniunis"  by  Dr.  C.  H.  Z.,  of  Peuna., 
in  which  he  says  that  there  are  seven  well 
defined  species,  allowing  Texas  but  two,  viz  : 
A.  Williamsii  and  A.  Fissurata.  This  is  an 
error,  as  Texas  has  also  the  A.  Lewinii,  and 
although  very  similar  to  Williamsii,  Dr.  Le- 
wiui  found  sufficient  difference  between  them 
to  warrant  its  being  named  for  itself 

I  have  never  seen  a  description  of  A.  areo- 
losuni  or  A.  elongatum  (A.  pulvilligerum,) 
and  therefore  would  not  know  them  if  I  saw 
them.  If  the  doftor,  or  any  of  the  readers 
could  give  a  description  of  these  varia- 
ties,  I  would  be  much  obliged.  I  have  two 
or  three  that  are  different  from  the  rest  in 
some  respects,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  all 
the  varieties  have  been  found  yet  of  any 
plant,  as  every  collecting  trip  brings  some 
plant  new  lo  me  ;  and  often  it  is  impossible 
to  find  anyone  who  has  seen  them. 

Relative  to  A.  sulcatum,  I  am  positive  that 
I  have  one,  and  it  is  a  perfedl  plant,  the  only 
difference  I  can  see  between  it  and  A.  Pris- 
maticuni,  consists  in  that  the  tubercles  are 
deeply  groved  in  the  centre  on  the  upper  sur- 
face, and  full  of  white  tomeutum.  I  did  not 
know  the  name  of  it  until  two  or  three 
nicnths  ago,  when  I  accidently  came  across  a 
description  of  it,  and  knew  it  at  once.  I  am 
positive  there  is  still  another  variety,  for  I 
have  seen  the  medicine  peddlers  in  Mexico 
with  dried  specimens,  very  different  from  any 
I  have  ever  seen.  The  next  time  I  see  any, 
I  will  secure  a  specimen,  and  if  possible  will 
have  it  uaincd.  Hope  to  have  many  new 
plants  to  write  about  soon. 

The  Journal  has  been  a  source  of  much 
pleasure  and  profit  to  me. 

Texas.  Mrs.  Anna  B.  N. 

Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

I  desire  to  tell  the  readers  about  my  cafti 
family.  First  comes  my  "  Queen  '"  (Lati- 
frons,)  ten  feet  high,  wide  waxy  green  leaves 
falling  from  slender  canes,  flowers  white,  the 
whole  plant  thrilling  and  quivering  as  if  in 
ecstacy  at  its  own  lovliness.  O.  senilis,  truly  a 
grand  "old  man,"  of  six  feet,  wide  paddle- 
like joints  covered  with  long  white  hair.  It 
cannot  qiiite  shake  its  silvery  locks  like  P. 
senilis  and  the  "grizzly  bear,"  but  it  is  a 
worthy  kinsman  of  both.  Rosea  superba 
covers  a  large  tub,  and  hangs  to  the  ground. 
It  is  my  "oldest  inhabitant,"  and  has  had  360 
blooms  at  one  time.     Albus  supurbus  grows 


more  eretf  is  a  paler  green,  flowers  white, 
with  a  mauve  tip  to  its  pistil.  I  think  this  is 
a  lovtly  plant.  It  grows  so  rank,  and  the 
young  leaves  are  exquisite  in  form  and  color. 
Jenkinsoni,  Ackermani,  Pfersdorffi,  Stenope- 
talus,  Hookeri,  Wrayi  and  Auguligar  all  de- 
serve more  than  a  passing  mention.  Some 
are  very  large,  and  all  thrifty,  healthy  plants. 
One  Phyllo.  stem,  South  Florida  local  name, 
"alligator  tail."  I  have  never  found  anyone 
to  name  it  for  me.  It  has  leaves  (?)  five  feet 
long,  some  of  them  six  inches  wide,  puts  up 
no  cane  like  Latifrons,  but  grows  one  large 
leaf,  and  others  grow  from  that.  It  has  never 
bloomed  for  me.  Cereus  grandiflorus  does 
not  grow  well  for  me.  (One  ought  to  report 
failures  now  and  then.)  C.  tortuosus,  C. 
gemmatus,  C.  geometrizans,  C.  McDonaldii, 
C.  rostratus,  C.  variabilis,  and  C.  Regeli  are 
my  fine  ones,  some  of  which  are  getting  too 
large  for  an  amateur  to  handle.  C.  triangu- 
laris whose  roots  are  holding  on  to  the  pil- 
low next  to  it.  One  I  have  grafted  with  a 
bunch  of  epiphylluni  which  bloomed  beauti- 
fully. Three  tall  C.  CDlubrin^us  are  in  one  pot 
next  O.  lurida,  one  single  stem,  beautiful 
branches,  in  regular  growth.  O.  cylindrica 
is  trying  to  rival  it  in  symmetrical  beauty.  C. 
Peruvianus  is  my  "Mascot."  I  have  3,  one  of 
of  which  is  i  foot  tall,  of  a  lovely  pubescent 
blue,  and  grows  very  fast.  O.  monocantha 
variegata  is  the  lovliest  plant  I  ever  saw,  get- 
ting very  large  now,  and  no  two  joints  show 
the  same  marking.  O.  tuna  stands  on  a  rock- 
ery in  the  j-ard,  surrounded  by  40  varieties  of 
opuntias  and  some  few  mamillarias  and  ech- 
inocereus.  I  have  some  grand  Euphorbias, 
grandicoruis,  lattea,  splendeus,  etc.  Pedia- 
bambus  Euphoibia  is  called  "baby-foot  bird 
cattus"  and  is  a  grand  plant,  but  strange  and 
queer  looking. 

Aloe  pi6ta  in  a  big  tub,  is  nursing  seven 
buds.  I  have  had  it  for  seven  years,  and 
they  are  the  first.  Around  it  are  Sedums, 
Echeverias,  Mesembrianthemums  and  kind- 
red plants.  Aloes  vulgaris,  vera,  variegata, 
and  two  very  rare  ones  given  me  by  Mr. 
.Smith  of  the  Botanical  Gardens,  Washington. 
In  all  eight  hundred  plants,  five  hundred 
cafti,  which  I  have  been  collecting  for  twelve 
years.  I  have  had  splendid  success  for  buds, 
don't  count  with  cadli,  any  other  flowers. 

Those  who  have  tears  to  shed  prepare  to 
shed  them,  for   all  my   flowers   are   dead.     I 
never  wish  to  hear  of  "the  beautiful  snow" 
as  long  as  I  live  below  the  "frost  line." 
Fla.  Mrs.  Dan.  Morgan  Smith. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Pilo  C,  I'enua.—  Why  is  Mam.  Vivipara 
called  and  sold  under  the  name  of  Rcliino- 
ca6li  Simp.sonii?  Its  snifacc  is  covered  with 
small  nipple-shaped  bodies,  between  which 
the  flowers  are  produced,  and  it  grows  iu 
clusters. 

P.  B.,  lud.— Would  like  to  know  the  treat- 
ment of  the  Stapelia,  and  whether  there  are 
more  than  the  two  commonly  known  varie- 
ties— variegata  and  grandillota? 
J.  G.,  Fla.— Will  the  JoURNAI,  kindly  inform 
as  to  the  best  mode  of  caring  for  Euphorbias. 
I  have  several  varieties  but  they  do  not  grow 
as  I  think  they  should? 

ANSWERS. 

M.  J.  P.,  N.  Y. — Try  lomedy  on  pa.ye  69  of 
The  Journal  ;  or  lemon  oil  advertised  on 
page  78. 

C.  H.  D.,  Can. — Keep  the  temperature  for 
Anhaloniums  during  winter  at  about  50-60°, 
and  water  occasionally  if  an  established  plant. 
Their  blooming  season  is  during  the  summer 
months. 


^    ^ 


,  For  the  convenience  of  aniaiours  and  florists 
we  have  decided  to  devote  a  small  space  for 
advertising  "Sjtecialties."  "Wants.''  or  "Kxchanges," 
in  which  vvc  will  insert  cards  not  exceeding  4  lines,  16) 
words  to  line)  for  25cts.    No  ad.  for  less  than  25cts. 


Cheap  Caoti. 

By  the  dozen  or  hundred.    Send  20  cents   for  three 

sample  plants. 

Mrs.  M.  K.  Patterson,  Gleudiile,  Cal. 


WANTED— Cotyledon  (Hcheveria)  Hoxeyii,  Cotyledon 
de  Snietiana,  t'otyledon  Hookeri  (Diostenio).  Coty- 
ledon Scoi>hylla,  I'h\  Ilocactns  I'eacockii,  Opuntia 
Barkeril,  Opnniia  Monocantha  Variegata,  Ccreus 
iMaynardi  (Hybrid ».  Cerens  Caveu<lishii,  Cerens 
Extcnsas,  Cerens  Sclinii. 
The  above  singly  or  in  ((nantily.      V.*e  ask   offers  of 

any  rare  cacti  or  sncculeiUs  not  in  commerce.   Cash  or 

unusually  liberal  exchange.     Address 

The  California   Cactus  Co., 


Soldiers  Home  P.  O. 


Los  Angeles  Co.,  California 


FOUQUIERA  SPLKNUENS-Crown  of  Thorns.  A 
beautiful  marked  and  curious  plant.  Rare  in  col- 
lections. Ten  inch  cuttings  25c.  by  mail,  (Not  the 
E.  Splends.)  A.  H.  Alverson.  San  HernardinO,  Calif 


W.\NTED  copies  of  The  Journai-  from  number  i  to  6. 
to  make  com]»lctc  volume.  If  reatlers  have  dupli- 
cate copies  they  wish  to  tlisposc  of.  state  price  and 
number   H.  A.  i,etterman,  Berrctt.  Md. 


Estimates  on  Illustrated  Catalogues.  Circulars  and 
General  Printing  for,  Hlorisls.  Cacti  Collectors,  etc.. 
cheerfully  furnished  by  I,anlz  ^S:  Arnold,  Printers, 
213  K.  Lombard  Street,  Baltimore,  Md. 

For  One  ($1.00)  Dollar  I  will  send  a  collection  of  twelve 
diflTercnt  cacti,  blooming  size. 
Send  f(»r  my  new  price  list. 
Cacti  and  Mexican  Bnlbs.     NVM.  TELL.  Austin,  Texas. 


TO  THE  TRADE —Plants  by  the  hundred  of  Striped 
Century,  Epiphyllum,  Echcverias.  C.  flagclliformis 
Phillocactus  Ackcrmanni,  and  P. Speciosissima.  at 
the  very  lowest  prices. 

Mrs.  M    E.  Patterson,  Gtendale.  Cal. 


A  WELCOME  VISITOR. 

Among  nil  the  papers  of  this  great  country,  none  is 
so  eagerly  looked  for  as  is  the  Vorxii's  Comi-anion. 
The  paper  is  not  only  welcomed  for  its  interesting  sto- 
ries humorous  sketches,  laics  of  advenlure,  carefully 
selected  miscclUun-,  etc  ,  but  for  its  comprehensive 
editorials  on  current  events,  sketches  of  tiuvel,  and 
scientific  articles,  which  thousands  of  readers  have 
found  to  b(?  valuable  educational  aids.  Every  state- 
ment can  be  relied  upon. 

The  Companion  is  read  by  all  the  family  with  j>leas- 
nrc  and  profit.  It  is  a  paper  etinally  valued  and  en- 
joyed by  old  and  young,  and  free  from  all  objectionable 
features 

For  the  year  1805  it  will  he  better  than  ever,  and 
every  eflbrt  has  been  matie  to  place  the  foremost  writers 
of  the  worhl  among  its  contributors.  There  will  be 
articles  by  the  two  (laughters  of  Queen  Victoria  ;  Mr. 
Gladstone,  the  most  eminent  living  statesman,  who 
has  for  the  third  time  written  an  article  expressly  for 
The  Comi'ANH>n  ;  Sir  Edwin  .\rnold.  W.  Clark  Knsscll, 
Charles  Dickens,  Frank  R.  Stockton,  J.  T.  Trowbridge, 
Mark  Twain,  Cy.  Warman.  the  famous  locomotive  en- 
gineer, and  more  than  a  hundretl  other  writers  who 
are  known  the  world  over. 

Full  I'rospectns  and  specimen  copies  sent  free  njion 
a]j]dication  Price  Ji  75  a  year.  It  comes  every  week. 
I-*inely  illustrated. 

The  Youth's  Comi-anion^  Boston,  Mass. 


PUniPC  PAPTI  '^  <^"lt>"ES,  labled  and  price 
LnUlbt  lift  L  I  I.  list  for  25  cts.  GLADIOLUS. 
choice  Hybrids,  large  bulbs.  Lemoiues,  10  for  25  cts  ; 
French,  large  flowered.  12  for  25  els  ;  Both,  mixed,  12 
for  25  cts  ;  Bulblets  100  for  35  cts  GLOXINIAS,  best 
mixed,  2  for  25  cts.  CAI.I.AS.  I.ittU'  Gem,  2  for  25  cts. 
PRIMl'LA  t)HCONICA.  2  for  23  cts.  ,s  collections  for  Si 
Nostampstaken.  M.  J.   PECKENS. 

Wayland,  N,  Y. 

"OUT  OF  DOORS  FOR  WOiVlEN" 

Mrs.  O.   L.  ORCUTT.  Editor, 

Orcutt,  California. 


Send  10  cents  and  see  this  unique  Magazine 
for  yourself. 

Gheswold  Plant  Gardens. 

\Ve  grow  all  kiiiils  of  e.irly  .tiuI  l.ile  Vtgclable 
Plants.  ASl'AR.\i;US  ROOTS.  All  the  leading  new 
and  old  STRAWBKRRY  PLANTS.  We  grow  more 
CAnn.\GH,  TOMATO  .ind  CKLHRY  PLANTS  th.nn 
any  other  house  in  America.  Send  for  our.  New  Cata- 
logue. 

C.   BOCGS,  Cheswold,   Del. 


TREES!     TREES!     TREES! 

Evergreens,  both  Common  and  Rare  and  Choice  Va- 
rieties, Deciduous  Trees.  Ornamental  Trees  ot  all 
kinds.  Large  Trees  for  Park  and  Street  Planting.  Hedge 
and  Bordering  Plants,  Fruit  Trees  and  Plants,  Bud- 
ding Stock  and  Root  tirafts.  Nut  Trees,  Ornamental 
and  Flowering  Shrubs.  Tree  Seeds.  We  have  a  larger 
assortment  than  any  other  nursery  in  America. 


ARE  YOU  IN  NEED  OF  ANY? 

If  SO  Send  us  a  list  of  what  yon  wish  to  plant  and  we 
will  quote  you  lower  prices  than  ever  offered  you 
before. 

When  you  send  the  1st  cut  out  this  advertisement 
and  we  will  send  vou  bv  mail,  post  paiil  one  small, 
Evergrreen  Treei  Free,  or  we  will  scud  twenty  sam- 
ples oi  our  trees,  d  to  10  inches  high.  5  or  6  sorts,  for 
25  Cents  in  stamps.      NVnte  .it  once. 

THE  EVERGREEN  NURSERY  CO,, 

Evergreen,  Wis. 
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THE  CALIFORNIA  CACTUS  CO. 

offers  the  following  new  and  rare  plants, 

OPUNTIA  DAVISII,  new.  Very  long,  pure  white 

spines  iu  paper  fcheath,      ...  50 

OPUNTIA  ENOELMANI  var  OCCIDENTALIS. 
A  little  known  form  with  fine  spines,  flower 
and  fruit,  .....  25 

ALOE  DECIPIENS.    One  of  the  best  of  the 

sniaUer  sorts.    Rare  and  of  fine  habit  and 
color,  ......        50 

HAWORTHIA  MARGARITIFERA.  (Haworth.l 
A  rare  African  plant  of  columnar  .growth. 
The  leaves  are  covered  with  pearl-iike pro- 
tuberances. .  .  .  .  .75 

COTYLEDON    lEcheveria,)     PULVERULENT  A, 
(Benth  &  Hookt  Large  and  elegant   form. 
Leaves  covered  with  white  powder.      25  to  50 
COTYLEDON    EDULIS   (Brewer)     The  pretty 

round  leaves  eaten  by  Indians  for  salad.  25 
COTYLP:dON  LANCEOLATA,  (Benth  &  HooU)  25 
COTYLEDON,  (new  and  un-iiamed)  choice  sort.        25 

The  Set  of  Eight  Rare  Sorts  for  $2  GO. 
Address 

CALIFORNIA  CACTUS  CO., 
Soldiers  Home  P.  O., 
Los   Augeles   Co.,  California. 


Freesia  Refracta  Alba 
From  Seed. 


^ 


Very  few  amateurs  are  aware  tliat  this 
sweetest  of  bulbous  plants  is  as  easily  raised 
from  seed  as  almost  any  garden  annual  ; 
that  from  seed  planted  about  April  ist, 
plants  can  be  had  in  bloom  before  Christ- 
njas;  that  plants  from  seed  will  give  strong- 
er and  finer,  as  well  as  earlier  flowers,  than 
the  imported  bulbs  Per  packet  (abovit  150 
seeds),  15  cents.  Cultural  directions  with 
each  packet.  To  any  readers  of  the  Cactus 
Journal  however,  who  will  remit  lO  cents 
and  state  that  he  saw  this  advertisement  in 
the  Journal,  1  will  send  one  packet  of  the 
seed  of  Freesia  Refracta  Alba,  and  also  mail 
my  new  catalogue  containing  list  of  finest 
imported  and  domestic:  seeds,  bulbs  and 
plants. 

Have  specially  attractive  stocks  of  Gladi- 
olus and  Montbretias  from  Lemoine  (France) 
Pansy  seed  in  t,o  varieties,  and  mixtures 
from  Roemer  (Germany);  Aster  seed  (130 
sorts);  finest  selection  new  Sweet  Peas,  etc. 
New  Rose  "Crimson  Rambler'',  the  novelty 
of  {he  year. 

Address  L.  R.  BENEDICT, 

Ellekville,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y. 


LOVELY 


m 


:#: 


LUM 


ASSORTED 

10  for  50c.  25  for  |i.oo 


PI 


Write 


Grand  Special  Bargain  Set  JJ 

1  Hardy  Orange,    1  Pampas  I'lanl, 
1  Pilclier  riant.  2  Vanilla  I'latits, 

2  Bine  Flas;,  ilrisi  3  Fairy  Lilies. 

lO  in  all  for  30  cents, 

MAILING    LIST   FREE. 

PAMPAS  GROVE,  Greenland,  Fla, 


THE  ACME  ADJUSTABLE  FANCY 
METAL 

POT  LABEL. 


Lalania Bcrbcn/ca .  ^ 


Valuable  for  Conservatories,  Exhibitions, 
Florists,  Store  Windows.  Seed  Pans,  etc. 

Manufactured  from  decorated  tin  and  brass,  of  neat 
appearance,  will  last  for  years  ;  holds  movable  card 
board  for  name  of  plant  always  legible,  protected  from 
moisture  by  transparent  Mica  Size  ^Yx  inches  long, 
1  inch  wide.    Send  for  descriptive  circular 

Tin  Labels,  price  per  loo,  $1.75  Tin  Labels,  sample 
dozen,  postpaid,  30c.  Brass  Labels,  per  loo  J2.25 
Brass  L^dicls,  sample  dozen,  postpaid,  3oc. 

HERMANN  ROLKER, 

218  Fulton  St.,  NEW  YORK. 

WILLIAM  TELL,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 

FINE  DIFFEKKNT  CACTI, 

Prices  very  Low.  send  for  Free  Catalogue. 

LIVING  ROCK  CACTUS  25  Cents  Each. 

TEXAS  BULBS  Cheap. 


C.    EPPLER   &,   SONS, 


Steam  Factors  of 


CEDAR  &  CYPRESS  WATER  TANKS 

Of  any  capacity,  for  Florists,  Gardeners 

and  Suburban  Residences,  &:c. 

LeadenhaM  and   Stockholm    Sts., 

BALTIMORE  ,MD. 


Wholesale 
and  Retail. 


HeaflpartersforCacti. 

1  live  wlieretliey  grow,  iiml  can  furnisli  flue  bloom- 
ing plants  al  liall  wliat  you  pay  tiiose  wlio  liave  to 
senil  su  far  for  tlieirsriiek. 

COLLECTIONS. 

No.  I — 12  Nice  Cacti, 

No.  2 --25  Larger,  blooming  size, 

No.  3 — 50  Fine  Large,  for  propagating,  ^5,00 

^'"'J'iiese  are  my  selection,  anil  as  1  h.ave  special 

rates  wuh  Express  Companies.  I  can  send 

tliem  al  half-price. 

SEND  ST.4MP   FOR    PRICE-LIST. 

Mrs.  MAUD  M.  BRIGGS,  Prop., 
El  Paso,  Texas. 


1 1. 00 
1300 
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Choice  Cutivated  Cacti  Cheap. 

3  large  two  year  old  named  cacti,  50  cents. 

3  large  blooming  size  Calla  Bulbs,  50  cents. 
A  fine  named  Echeveria  with  each  Ji  00  order. 
MRS.  M.  E.   PATTERSON, 

GLENDALE,  CAL. 

Chas.  Hami!ton,„:'^FLORiSTv* 

Cacti,  Agaves.  Aloes.  Gastt  rias,  Hawortliias, 
Mesemnryantheniunis,  Echeverias,  etc. 
Seedling  Cereus,  fine  plants',  50  to  $1.00 

Cereus  Hamiltonii,  $1  and  xipwards. 


r't||~jj--.p     r^'ir'f  i  I   make  a  business  of  sup- 

plying  Choice  Collections 

at   reasonable  prices.     4  sample  plants  for  25  cents    in 
stamps. 

MRS.   1-RANCHS  HRK^HT, 

VAN  RAUB.  TEXAS. 

Cflft"!  Three  native  plants    25    cents.      Silver. 

Native  Crocus— three  for  10  cents 
Mrs    ALTA  SCOTT. 
Box  294.  BOUI.DER,  COLO. 


J.  A.  McDowell  &  co. 

(l-orinerly  McDowell-tiuajardi)  linos.) 

Specialties   in   Cacti   and  Orchids. 

Also  collect  Agaves,  Bulbs,  Ferns  and  otliev 
Native  Plants.  Select  specimens  for  private 
collections  and  exhibitions.  Send  ns  youi 
address  for  our  price-list  to  be  issued  al)oul 
March.  We  can  send  the  following  plants, 
prcpiiid  at  any  time. 

20  IlilTerent  Cacti,  -         -         .$2  tx5 

40  Diflfereut  Cacti,  including  Old  Man's 

and  B.  McDowclli,        ...  5  00 

5  Different  Select  Orchids,        ■        -  5  00 

loDifferent  Select  Orchids  for  Aniateuis   7  50 

Make  all  remittances  in  P^xpvess  or  Post- 
Office  Money  Order,  payable  in  New  York. 

J.  A.  Mcdowell  &  co. 

City  of  Mexico. 


CACTI.    «^SUCCTJLENTS. 

Weluivca  fine  collection  of  novelties  and  r.Trities 
from  the  South  Coast  California  Islands,  the  Great 
South-west  and  Mexico:  besides  many  other  sorts. 

CACTI, 

AGAVES, 

YUCCAS, 

ECHEVERIAS, 

COTYLEDONS, 

Many  of  these  not  listed  by  an>  others  in  the  world. 
Seud  for  Price  List. 

LYON   &   COBBE, 

Nurserymen,  Growers  and  Collectors, 

LOS  ANGELES.  CAL. 


RARE  CACTUS  i700  Sorts.) 
BOOK  ON  CACTUS  AND  RARE  PLANTS. 

116   PACKS.  Kfl.I.  OF    KNC.RAVINGS        10  CENTS. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  I.'ree. 

A.  BLANC  &  CO.,    Pbilade]pliia. 

NEW  AND  REMARKABLE. 
THE  CALIFORNIA  GRIZZLY  BEAR  CACTUS. 

(Not  vet  named  by  science, i 

A  plant  rivaling  Pilocereus  Senilis 
in  the  length  and  quantity  of  coarse 
taw'uy  white  hair,  3  to  5  inches  long, 
covering  the  entire  plant.  Joints  4 
to  6  inches  long,  by  mail $1 .50 

OpnDtia  Tesselata  benudata  Cristata. 

.\  beautiful  and  curious  form,  50ctO  $16 

CactQs  RadiosQS  Alversnnii-Coulter. 

The  "Fox  Tail  Cactus,"  a  very  desira- 
ble Mamillaiia,  new,  3  to  S  inches 
high, 75c.  to  $1.50 

Echinocactus  Polyancistrus.  iwyyareami 

strikingly  bnudsovic.  Offered  by  no  other 
dealer  in  the  rt'i);  Id— only  a  J'eic plants  to  be  had. 
J  to  to  inches  hifh,  $^.00  to  $25  00. 

Photos  of  any  or  all  of  the  above  plants  free  to 
intending  purchasers. 

San  Bernardino, 
California. 


A,  H.  ALYERSON. 


CuLi  i.cTiu  Ji  ri;.M.i;K.         Wholesale  &  Retail. 

CACTUS  JOURNAL. 

-— ^  — ^  -  {MttNTHLV;— 

Devutcti  to  the  Culture  of  Cactaceous  rlants. 

ItiHiriifllvo  Arllrle.^  l>v  cx|icrleii(-eil  cuUlvalnr". 

SUBSCRIPTION  50CTS.  A  YEAR. 

Sample  copv  for  stamp. 

Address  1200  EdmoDdsoQ  Ave.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


^apOND   »   LILIES^     , 

Plants  of  Nymph.i.;a  Zansibarensis,    can 
be  flowered  in  an  ordinary  water  pail. 

Three  plants,   blooming  size.  Red,  White 
,uid  Blue,  for  .$1  .(H)  post-paid. 
«#-Ready  in  March. 

JOHN  I..  ARMSTRONG, 

Ron  15.  I.AKEWooi),  R.  I 
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{  SUBSCRIBE  TO 

KILLS  INSECTS  L  Tfe^i^Baltmore^Cactiis^Jourflal. 


LEMON  OIL 


ON  CACTI. 


FOR  SALE  BY 


i 


50  CENTS  PER  YEAR. 


^    ^  i  THE  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  SOCIETY. 

Edwin      A,       OEIDEWITZj  y  organized  iSSg.    -^^    Incorporated  1S90. 


-ii!& 
"v^ 


GARDEN  ^:  ^^  Entrance  fee,  |i,oo 


ALL 
GAR 
REQUISITES, 

36   "WEST   LEXINGTON    STREET 

BALTIMORE,  MD. 

WW^'W^/^  '®y%'®/@,'l/@.  W®/@/S/?>ya  •©/g/@/®/t/2 


Active    Membership. 

Entrance  fee,  |i,oo 

Dues,   I3  00   per   year. 


L  Honorary  Menibershi 

|£|  KRED.  W.  1 


p  Fee,    fs-oo   per  year. 
LANT5;,  Secuktary, 
2  N.  PoppLEToN  Street, 

B.4LTIMURK,    MD. 


J.  A.  McDowell  &  co. 

CITY  OF  MEXICO. 
Specialties  in  Cacti  and  Orchids. 

Headquarters  for  E.  McDowellii. (Rebut) 

and  other  novelties  of  merit. 

Send  for  tiur  price-list  and  one  of  the  following  .sample 
collections  prepaia. 

CACTI- 10  for  50c  ;   20  for  |i. 50;  30  for  f3. 00 

40  for  I5.00,  all  different. 

ORCHIDS— 5  for  |2  50;  10  for  )f4.oo;  isforly; 

20  for  #10,,  splendid  selection. 

Remittances  to  be  made  in  Express  Money  Order  on 
New  York:  amounts  less  than  $2.00  may  be  sent  in 
stamps. 

Address  all  coninumicalions  to 

J.  A.  McDowell  &  co. 

City  of  Mexico,  Mexico. 


ENOKA-XING.  BINUIISG 

S-  »  rH  *  Sf 

LANTZ  &  ARNOLD, 

Book  and  Job  Printers, 

213  E.  Lombard  Street, 
BALTinoRE,  no. 


Estimates  Furnished.         Horticultural  Cuts. 

PRINTERS  OF  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 

Trial  Collection.  Blooming  Size  Cacti. 

C.  Colubrinus  ^.'SC  :    C    Grandiflorus  (cut)  15c  ;    E.  Sir 
soni,   20c,  E.  Texensis.   ,-0;    K.   C.   Caespitosus;   i;        ,^ 
M  Applanata,  2sc.  All  ppd-  with  guide  to  culture,  $1  00  i 


f 

f 

f 
f 

imp   ^ 


glomeratus,  etc.    Never  so  cheap. 
CURT.  K.  PLU.MB,  "Cactus  Crank,' 


MILTON,  WIS. 


RAF>E  CACTI  AND  MEXICAN  PLANTS. 

Specimen  Tlaiits  of  tall  gro\'  insr  Cereus  and    other   va- 
rieties constantly  on  hand  ;  also  CACTI  SEEDS  in 
Kreat  variety. 
Received  highest  award  at  World's  Fair,   Chicago,  '93. 
IlUistrated  Catalogne  Free. 

ANNA  B.  NICKELS,  i°ii^X,^^ TeTas. 


J^^<  *2<  *1<  *i^  *2<  *X^ 'x*  "J*  *J<  *1^  ^ J<  ^<  ^1<  >i<  >J<  >^  ^<  >2<  >f<  ^  ^<  ^  >i<  *5<  >5<  >5<  >5<  >5<  >5<  >5<  >^ 


monthly  publication  devoted  to  the  culture  of  Cacti,  Succulent  andjPSj 
other  plants  closely  allied  to  the  Cacti,  of  which  the  Journal  make^X 
a  special  study,  givlog  practical  hints  from  the  best  authorities.        -    - 


Published    by 

THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL  COMPANY, 

Office  1200  Edmondson  Avenue, 

BALTIMORE,  MD. 


>i<^^)^^<yS)^^^^^)^^^^^^^^^^^^^^<^()J(^^|^ 


A  monthly  publication  devoted  to  the  ctiUure  of  Cacti.  Succulent  and 
other  plants  closely  allied  to  the  Cacti,  of  which  the  Journal  make 
a  special  study,  giving  practical  hints  trom  the  hi-st  authi  rities. 
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BALTIMORE,  APRIL,   1895. 


No.  10. 


1ITTEN  fOH    THE    CACTUS    JOUR"l»L. 


Hunting  Orchids  in  flexico 

J.    A.    MC  nowKLL,    MEXICO. 

DERSONS  uiiacquaiuted  wiili  physical  geo- 
*  Sr.iph}-,  and  especially  with  clitiiatolo 
gtCAl  relations  in  regard  to  altitude  will  be 
surprised  to  learu  of  the  temperature  al  the 
terminus  of  my  railway  journey.  Perote  is  a" 
little  town  over  S.ooo  feet  above  sea  level  at 
the  foot  of  the  extinct  volcano  of  the  same 
name.  The  day  i-;  so  cold,  that  I  have  to 
keep  moving  to  keep  warm,  and  finally  go  to 
bed,  and  wait  for  the  next  morning's  stage, 
as  there  are  no  fire  places  or  stoves  to  keep 
conifortable— the  thermometer  is  several  de 
grees  below  the  freezing  point. 

Next  morning  there  is  only  one  scat  vacant 
lu  the  stage,  I  take  it,  and  soon  we  arc  dash- 
ing over  the  plains  of  Perote.  It  is  not  long 
before  we  reach  Bocadcl  Moulc,  or  entrance 
to  the  woods;  and  the  scenery  is  extremely 
enchanting,  in  facl  it  is  a  "rare  treat",  and  a 
New  Knglander  would  feel  not  at  all  home- 
sick to  see  the  grand  pine  trees  with  pending 
long  icicles,  and  a  genuine  winter  climate. — 
The  vegetation  is  of  such  a  character,  that 
nothing  of  any  value  in  a  collectors  line  is  to 
be  seen  on  the  road.  Good  company  and 
agreeable  conversation  make  the  journey 
short.     Before  reaching  our  point  of  destina- 


tion we  meet  some  carts,  and  the  road  being 
so  n.-.rrow.  aud  having  the  right  of  way,  the 
driver  makes  them  return;  by  3  p.  m.,  we 
are  at  Tezuiilan,  county  seat  of  the  dislrift, 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  I'uebla. 

The  day  is  cloudy  and  foggy  ;  but  next 
morning  it  is  so  clear,  as  to  reveal  in  the  dis- 
tance some  grand  mountain  sceneiy  While 
preparations  are  being  made  for  the  further 
journey,  I  take  a  horse  and  instinctively  fol- 
low a  trail  that  leads  to  a  humid  ravine  where 
many  vaiieties  of  ferns  are  coUeCled  as  a 
souvenir — for  cacti  and  orchids  are  out  of  the 
question  The  fruits  and  vegetables  in  the 
niaiket  announce  tropical  regions  veiy  near, 
aud  hopes  of  finding  something  of  value. 

Kveryihiug  ready,  we  start  in  one  of  my 
most  wonderful  journeys  :  Tezuitlan  is  ap- 
proximately 6,000  feet  above  sea  level  ;  \ve 
descend  an  hour,  and  the  Aneroid  shows 
4,500  feet;  an  hour  or  two  more,  and  we  are 
only  3,000  feet,  and  in  the  coffee  and  orange 
land.  Our  road  leads  along  a  mountain  river 
aud  the  journey  can  be  called  anything  but 
monotonous,  as  above  us  are  the  table  lauds 
and  in  the  distant  horizon  we  have  in  view 
the  'I'ierra  Caliente  or  hot  country,  distingu- 
ishing here  aud  there  many  thriving  planta- 
tions. About  6  p.  m.  we  make  a  halt  at  our 
terminus,  the  hacienda  of  a  Spaniard  who 
has  given  it  the  honorable  name  of  ("olumbus. 
Fine  times  are   promised  in   hunting,  as  the 
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country  is  rich  in  game  ;  but  this  taste  once 
so  doniineeriug  is  now  dormant  in  me  and  I 
take  to  another  kind  of  hunting — orchids. 

Soon  finishing  my  work  in  the  near  vicini- 
ty, and  havint;  no  money,  guides,  or  lime  to 
go  further,  make  preparations  for  my  return 
alone.  At  eight  in  the  morning  I  have  my 
horse  ready  and  take  a  different  route  having 
in  mind  that  I  must  ascend  from  1,500  to 
6,000  feet  by  night,  and  ride  a  few  extra 
miles.  Soon  I  am  repaid,  the  country  is 
more  pifturesqne,  and  have  struck  a  vein  of 
Catasetum — a  good  variety  of  orchids.  At 
about  3,000  feet  altitude,  I  stop  and  ponder 
on  the  scenery  around  me— surrounded  by 
coffee  and  orange  plantations,  the  dashing 
mountain  river  to  my  left  playing  sweet 
music  in  a  little  Niagara  and  away  beyond 
the  land  of  the  hot  country  dotted  with  in- 
numerable hills  and  a  little  further,  but  not 
discernable  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
I  took  my  field  glass  and  enjoyed  the  grand 
scenery -too  grand  for  my  humble  pen  to  de- 
scribe. 

I  reach  Tezuitlau.  The  stage  leaves  at 
midnight  and  sleep  is  not  to  be  had,  I  walk 
up  and  down  the  street  of  the  hotel, and  medi- 
tating upon  all  my  past  journeys,  am  soon 
braced  by  the  noise  of  the  stage  coming.  We 
travel  all  night,  killing  time  the  best  we 
could,  as  only  those  who  have  travelled  in 
these  conveyances  of  the  past  can  imagine. 
At  early  morning  we  are  again  at  Boca  del 
Monte,  and  take  a  light  breakfast.  All  seats 
are  taken  ;  a  lad}-  wishes  to  go  to  Perote, 
and  I,  like  a  good  and  polite  Mexicano  give 
her  my  place  and  go  up  with  the  driver,  ap- 
parently content,  but  the  freezing  wind  from 
the  mountain  was  so  cold  that  my  position 
was  anything  but  envying. 

We  arrived  at  the  station,  my  train  not 
coming  until  4  p.  m.  and  I  take  the  one  to 
Mexico  ;  a  stop  at  Tepcyahualco  being  in  my 
programme  for  prospering,  and  before  the 
afternoon  train  comes  have  collected  several 
mamillarias — one  growing  on  the  forks  of  a 
palm  tree  and  differing  from  those  of  the 
same  genus  growing  on  the  ground. 

At  night  I  arrived  at  Jalapa,  my  headquai- 
tets,  and  soon  have  to  undergo  a  sort  of 
"sheep  dip"  with  tobacco  in  order  to  lemove 
the  many  parasitical  pests  brought  from  the 
hot  country.  The  next  few  days  I  devote  to 
orchids  and  obtaining  samples  of  Piloce- 
reus,  Mamillaiias  and  other  plants,  little 
knowing  what  afflietions  were  to  come — yes 
what  troubles  and  disappointments  in  what 
appeared  bright  dreams  ahead. 


I  have  received  appreciative  congralula- 
tor}'  letters  for  my  descriptive  articles  of 
travel;  though  not  deserving  the  praise  be- 
stowed by  kind  friends,  still  I  feel  very 
thankful  for  the  many  encouraging  words  to 
luoceed  in  my  work.  I  have  also  been  re- 
quested to  lengthen  my  contributions,  and 
had  hesitated  heretofore  in  this  regard  in 
order  not  to  tire  the  readers  in  what  it  is  to 
me  a  pleasure  to  relate,  but  now  do  it  solici- 
ting the  excuse  of  the  publishers  and  the 
thousands  of  readers  for  the  allusion,  foreign 
though  it  may  be  to  the  character  of  an  arti- 
cle from  a  colleiflor  ;  but  I  feel  as  if  I  could 
woik  no  more  did  I  not  participate  my  sor- 
row to  my  many  kind  friends  abroad. 

It  is  well  known  the  many  dangers  and  pri- 
vations that  coUeflors  undergo  in  their  many 
exploiations,  and  useless  to  repeat  them 
here.  So  far  I  have  faced  bravely  all  that 
I  have  encountered,  but  to  be  busy  in  my 
work  planning  and  directing  future  ex- 
peditions and  have  the  wires  transmit  the 
notice  of  the  death  of  my  dear  brother  and 
co-laborer  Guillermo  is  more  than  I  have 
been  able  to  stand,  and  must  confess  has  left 
me  utterly  miserable  for  any  kind  of  work. 
Being  1,500  kilometers  from  the  ill  fated 
place  where  he  expired  I  boarded  the  train 
and  have  not  known  what  rest  was  until  I 
have  seen  those  that  are  near  and  dear  to  me, 
and  have  placed  a  wreath  of  gardenias  and 
pansies  at  the  grave  of  my  dear  departed 
brother — at  a  naked  dreary  cemetery  in  the 
land  of  the  Mamillarias  in  Northern  Mexico. 
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THE  BITTER  ALOE    (Aloe  Soccotrina.) 

C.  L.  S-,  BALTIMORE, 

'T'HIS  is  a  plant  of  the  lily  family,  which 
*  furnishes  the  finest  allocs.  The  bitter 
re.sinous  juice  is  stored  up  in  greenish  vessels, 
lying  beneath  the  skin  of  the  leaf,  so  that 
when  the  leaves  are  cut  transversely  the 
juice  exudes,  and  is  gradually  evapoiated  to 
a  firm  consistency.  The  inferior  kinds  of 
aloes  are  prepared  by  pressing  the  leaves, 
when  the  resinous  juice  becomes  mixed  with 
the  mucilage  like  fluid  from  the  central 
part  of  the  leaves,  and  is  thus  propoitiona- 
tely  deteiiorated.  Sometimes  the  leaves  are 
cut  and  boiled,  and  the  decoction  evaporated 
to  a  proper  consistency.  This  drug  is  impor- 
ted in  chests,  in  skins  of  animals,  and  some- 
times in  large  calabash-gourds,  and  although 
the  taste  is  peculiarly  bitter  and  disagreeable, 
the  perfume  ol  the  finer  sort  is  aromatic,  and 
by  no  means  offensive.  It  is  common  in  all 
tropical  countries. 


THE  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 


99 


WRITTEN   FOR   THE  CACTUS 


HINTS  ON  CACTI. 

_.    /Oil  like  those  spiuv  cacti. 
TIkU  < -    ■  - -'  '-- 


If  yoii  like  those  spiny  cacti. 

TlKit  one  sees  in  evcrv  liiml  ; 

Take  The  liAi.TiMORK  Cactus  Jouunai. 

And  la\-  in  a  snjJiJly  of  sand. 


Look  over  the  Ads  in  the  Journal, 
They  arc  all  at  your  command  ; 
Kncoiiragc  them  all  with  your  orders. 
And  always  he  sure  to  use  some  sand. 

Get  your  orders  in  very  early, 
Nice  varieties  are  in  demand  ; 
Place  yonr  plants  in  a  compost. 
The  most  ol  which  is  to  he  sand. 

Success  now  will  crown  your  cfTorts. 
And  you  then  can  smile  so  bland. 
At  se'einp  your  cacti  growing  so  fine, 
Uecaiisc  yoti  duln't  forget  the  sand, 

PILO  C,  PF-NNA. 


WRITTCN   FOn    : 


IE    CACTUS   JOUMNAl. 


A  JAPANESE  CACTUS 

F.    M.    L.,   CALIl'OKNIA. 

IS  there  a  caclus  native  to  Japan  ?  This  is  a 
'  quer)'  that  has  been  puzzling  uiy  thinking 
apparatus  for  some  years,  and  I  hope  some 
of  the  learned  ones  may  be  able  to  answer, 
and  restore  my  mental  equilibrium. 

Some  years  since,  a  tiny  cutting  of  acaiflus 
was  presented  to  nie  amongst  some  Japanese 
plants  and  bulbs.  They  were  brought  di- 
rectly from  Japan,  and  given  to  me  by  the 
person  who  brought  them  ;  so  no  doubt  ex- 
ists but  that  this  caclus  came  from  ihc  Land 
of  Japs  ;    hut  is  it  a  native? 

"  Here,"  said  by  friend,  upon  pre-entiug 
it,  "is  a  native  cactus,  and  it  forms  beautiful 
hedges  in  Japan."  I  had  heard  somewhere 
(this  was  before  I  became  a  Catlus  Crank) 
that  it  required  from  three  to  seven  years  for 
a  caclus  to  bloom  ;  so  I  planted  my  liny 
three  inch  cutting  in  an  out  of  the  way 
place,  not  feeling  elated  over  my  newly 
acquired  treasure.  This  was  in  the  mouth  of 
April,  My  cactus  thrived  and  grew  apace 
and  did  not  seem  to  resent  my  snubbing  a 
bit.  What  was  my  astonishment,  when  a 
few  months  later,  I  chanced  to  glance  at  my 
neglected  plant  to  find  it  covered  with  tiny 
pointed  red  buds  !  It  had  in  those  few 
mon:hs  branched  in  all  directions,  and  some 
stems  had  shot  up  and  were  over  a  foot  in 
length.  Along  these  stems  tiny  branches 
had  grown  and  these  brand  es  bore  the 
buds.  When  the  flowers  opened  the  petals 
were  a  dainty  cream  color.  The  flowers  are 
the  size  of  a  silver  dollar  piece,  with  pointdd 
petals,  often  having  a  red  stripe  e.\tending 
down  the  center,  but   this  does  not   always 


occur,  as  the  blossoms  are  usually  "all  of  a 
color."  The  plants  are,  from  the  latter  part 
of  March  or  early  April  until  the  frost  nips 
the  buds,  fairly  loaded  with  blossoms.  When 
they  fade,  the  tiny  branches  on  which  they 
grew  begins  to  turn  red,  a  vivid  intense 
.scarlet,  but  in  the  meantime  other  little 
shoots  grow  out  around  it,  they  have  blos- 
soms, and  in  turn  are  scarlet  dyed,  until 
the)-  form  huge  clusters  and  look  like  big 
bunches  of  red  grapes,  the  branches  often 
bending  to  the  ground  with  their  weight  of 
led  berries.  These  little  branches  are  I  sup- 
pose the  fruit,  but  is  it  usual  for  them  to 
form  such  big  clusters  ?  Not  any  of  my  other 
Opuntias  behave  in  such  an  eccentric  man- 
ner. The  berries  are  about  one-half  inch  in 
diameter,  and  length,  perhaps  a  little  thicker. 
They  remain  on  the  plant  for  years,  although 
the  slightest  touch  will  knock  them  off,  and 
they  cling  with  a  wonderful  tenaciousness  to 
whatever  object  comes  in  contact  with  them, 
for  they  are  covered  with  clusters  of  spines, 
not  the  fuzzy  spines,  so  common  on  the 
pricklv  pears,  but  spines  from  half  to  one 
inch  long  in  clusters. 

The  plant  is  a  quick  grower,  and  given 
good  soil  and  an  abundance  of  water,  it  soon 
forms  fine  large  plants.  The  stems  are  cy- 
lindrical, and  are  armed  with  clusters  of 
needle  like  spines.  The  stems  grow  much 
thicker  than  O.  salmiana.  The  spine  clusters 
arc  large  and  some  central  spines  very  long, 
of  a  dark  brown  iu  color,  tipped  with  a 
lighter  shade,  and  a  few  tiny  pure  white 
spines  at  the  base.  The  most  remarkable 
part  of  this  caftus  is  that  it  blooms  so  soon 
from  cuttings.  Root  a  cutting  in  March  or 
April  and  in  August  it  will  begin  to  bloom  ; 
sm  .11  cuttings  five  inches  long,  often  bearing 
ten  to  fifteen  Idossoms  at  one  time.  I  have 
some  immensely  large  plants  of  this  variety, 
and  they  arc  an  object  of  beauty  at  all  times, 
with  their  fresh  green  branches,  gleauiing 
star-like  blossoms,  and  intensely  red  berries. 
I  have  been  told  the  plant  was  O.  salmiana, 
but  other  Caftiis  Cranks  have  contradicted 
the  statement.  I  have  an  O.  salmiana  that 
is  now  in  its  third  year,  but  it  has  never  had 
any  blossoms,  so  at  least  for  blossoms  salmi- 
ana cannot  compare  with  my  Japanese  t?) 
beauty. 

t-«?".\fter  von  have  read  Thk  Ioi'rn.m, 
lot  your  friend  who  is  interested  iu  cactaceous 
plants  read  it  and  endeavor  to  secure  his 
subscription. 
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THE  ORCHID  or  AIR  PLANT. 

(ORDER  ORCHIDyE.) 

C.'L.  S.,  BALTi:\tORK. 

'TpHE  Orchid  is  found  iu  almost  all  parts 
'  of'the  globe,  more  especially  in  the  tropi- 
cal regions.  A  great  number  of  them  are 
very  exquisite  in  beauty,  and  of  delightful 
fragrance.  The  peculiar  growth  of  this  natu- 
ral order  makes  it  doubly  interesting, growing 
as  it  does  on  the  bark  of  trees  and  decayed 
.stumps,  rocks,  etc  ,  to  which  it  hangs  tena- 
ceously. 

The  air  plants  are  divided  into  twoclasses: 
First,  the  ff/fiZ/rt/orchidaceous  plants,  being 
those  that  maintain  themselves  naturally  by 
attaching  to 
trunks  and 
stumps  of  trees 
rocks,  etc.,  de- 
riving their 
nourishment 
from  the  mois- 
ture in  the  at- 
mosphere, and 
not  from  the 
objefl  upon  which 
are  attached  or 
pendetl;  they  have  fleshy 
leaves,  with  a  peculiar 
shaped  bulb  attached, 
which  supply  themselves  with 
sufficient  moisture  during  the 
rainy  season  of  the  tropics,  so  as 
to  nourish  it  during  the  hot  and 
dry  periods.  After  the  plant  has 
drawn  the  necessary  moisture 
from  the  bulb,  just  after  the  dry 
season,  they  generally  commence  to  bloom'; 
it  must  be  understood  that  they  make  nearly 
all  growth  during,  and  immediately  after  the 
rainy  season  ;  the  bulb  moisture  mentioned 
is  transformed  into  a  gummy  mucilage-like 
fluid,  which  is  part  of  the  nutriment.  This 
class  includes  the  most  curious  and  beautiful 
varieiies. 

The  second  class,  the  terrestrial  orchids, 
so  called,  because  the}^  grow  in  the  ground. 
This  class  also  includes  a  great  number  of 
very  beautiful  varieties. 

Many  persons  labor  under  an  erroneous 
idea  that  orchids  are  difficult  to  grow.  A 
little  special  attention  should  be  devoted  to 
their  culture,  and  amateurs  should  seleft  such 
varieties  suitable  for  intermediate  tempera- 
ture.    The  flowers  of  most  air-plants  assume 


the  appearance  of  iusefts,  spider,  fly,  bird 
and  monkey  ;  there  are  also  the  baby-flower, 
Holy  Ghost,  and  others. 

I  will  describe  some  of  the  most  beautiful 
and  scarce  varieties,  such  as  the  Angraceum 
ARTICULATUM  Or  Ivory  orchid.  This  is  a 
pretty  dwarf,  with  creamy  white  flowers  on 
long  stems  ;  on  account  of  its  curious  forma- 
tion, it  is  often  called  by  botanists  the  'mini- 
ature wax  orchid." 

The  CalAntha  Oculata  GiganTEA  is  an- 
other rare  one,  and  it  is  commonly  called 
"The  Christ  Orchid"  on  account  of  the  pure 
white  flve-petaled  flower,  with  a  rich  blood- 
red  blotch  in  the  centre,  representing  the 
wounded  hand  of  the  Saviour  on  the  cross. 
CattlAya  ELDORADO  WAllisi  is  a  pure 
white, with  orauge 
yellow  throat.  It 
is  very  expensive 
and  very  sweet 
scented.  By-name 
"The  Virginalis" 
or  "The  Virgin 
Orchid." 

Some  of  the  most 
charming  and  free 
blooming  orchids 
are  the  C'oelog3'ne 
cristata,  Laelias, 
Dendrobiums  and 
Cattlayas.  One 
specimen  of  Laelia 
auceps  has  been 
known  to  produce 
125  flowers.  It  is 
a  native  of  Mexi- 
co, and  very  easy 
to  grow.  The  one 
just  mentioned,  together  with  the  Dendro- 
bium  nobile,  [are_'among  such  that  I  would 
recommend  to  new  beginners.  The  wax-like 
texture,  long-lasting  quality,  and  free-bloom- 
ing habit  of  the  LycAsTE  SkinnERI  recom- 
nteuds  itself  as  a  very  desirable  acquisition. 

The  Oncidium  varicosom  Rogersii  is  the 
so-called  "Golden  Butterfly",  with  a  very 
large  showy  flower.  It  is  one  of  the  most  de- 
sirable winter-flowering  orchids,  and  of  easy 
culture. 

The  PERIsTERIA  Elata  is  the  popular  "El 
Espirito  Santo",  or  "Dove' 'and  "Holy  Ghost" 
orchid.  It  is  exquisitely  beautiful  and  fra- 
grant. Its  name  arises  from  the  plain  figure 
of  a  dove,  with  brooding  wings,  which  can 
be  seen  inside  of  the  waxy  and  cup-shaped 
flower.     The  Spanish  name  "El  Espirito  San- 
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to"  is  significatit  of  the  esteem  in  which  this 
lovely  plant  is  held.  It  is  of  upright  growth 
aud  not  diflScult  to  handle  ;  it  requires  a  warm 
situation  while  growing  during  summer. 

The  Phal.Enopsis  grandiklora  aiid  Ph. 
ShillEriAnum  are  two  of  the  most  magnifi- 
cent and  beautiful  species  in  cultivation. 
They  have  handsome  mottled  aud  smavagd 
green  and  white  foliage  branching  graceful 
flower  scapes,  with  upward  of  a  hundred 
most  charming  blossoms,  each  of  which  is  of 
the  most  delicate  rosy  pink,  spotted  reddish 
brown,  giving  it  a  queenly  and  fairy-like  ap 
pearance  ;  the  latter  is  supposed  to  be  a  hy- 
bridized improvement  on  Ph.  grandiflora.and 
a  native  of  East  India,  requiring  a  hot  and 
dry  atmosphere. 

Batemannia  grandifi.ora,  another  Ivast 
India  variety  is  a  genus  of  dwarf  plants  of 
free-blooming  habit.  They  should  be  grown 
in  pots  or  baskets,  with  a  liberal  supply  of 
water,  planted  in  peat  aud  moss,  and  give 
plenty  of  heat  ;  the  flowers  are  very  interest- 
ing, and  remain  in  perfeflion  for  along  time. 

The  Kpidendrums  are  a  very  extensive  ge- 
nus, contaiuing  some  very  choice  varieties  ; 
they  are  easily  cultivated,  of  rapid  growth, 
and  have  beautiful  flowers.  They  can  be 
grown  in  pots,  on  blocks  of  wood,  or  in  bas 
kets,  aud  need  plenty  of  moisture  all  the  time. 
The  potting  material  consists  of  fibrous  peat, 
and  sphagnum  moss  in  equal  parts,  with  a 
little  charcoal,  and  plenty  of  drainage. 

The  Stanhopeas  are  beautiful  Asialii  or- 
chids, producing  very  large  curiously  shaped 
flower.'!,  which  are  very  fragrant.  This  is  the 
most  ornamental  foliaged  orchid  in  existence. 
It  is  of  easy  culture,  and  best  grown  in  b.TS- 
kets  with  moss,  witli  a  liberal  .supply  of  rain 
water,  aud  plent)'  of  shade. 

In  the  near  future,  I  will  classify  the  cool- 
house,  intermediate,  hot-house,  and  open- 
ground  orchids,  making  selections  from  each 
class,  and  of  such  varieties  as  can  be  readilv 
grown  by  amateurs,  not  having  the  conven- 
iences of  a  florist  at  hand 
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Excessive  and  Insufficient  Watering. 

K.  N     MERKKL,    riIII..\. 

'T'llKRIi  are  catli  that  will  thrive  in  very 
'  damp  soil,  aud  Ihere  are  also  those  that 
will  die  under  the  same  circumstances  ;  and 
certain  varieties  will  also  die  in  a  short  time. 
if  kept  loo  dry. 


Some  folks  make  a  mistake  in  supposing, 
that  if  they  kept  their  cacfli  dry,  their  plants 
will  be  perfeftly  safe,  and  so  they  will — from 
rof  on  account  of  too  much  water  ;  yet  there 
is  a  Ihnii  to  the  "dryness." 

If  kept  dry  just  a  little  too  long,  such  va- 
rieties as  Phyllocactus,  Epiphyllums,  slender 
Cereiises,  like  MacDonaldii,  etc.,  etc.,  will, 
(starling  at  the  tops,)  shrivel  or  dry  up,  and 
if  not  watered  in  time,  die.  Even  those  that 
do  not  require  much  water,  I{cliiuocai5lus, 
Echinocereus,  etc.,  will  start  to  go,  by  having 
that  lifeless,  dry,  sickly  look  about  them,  as 
you  may  have  noticed  in  many  collections  of 
cafti;  and  especially  is  this  so  when  the  plants 
are  confined  in  a  hot  dry  atmosphere. 

I  have  found,  that  when  cacti  are  well  es- 
tablished, with  plenty  of  roots,  they  always 
look  nice  and  fresh  when  the  soil  is  constant- 
ly somewhat  damp,  nof  zcel ;  but  it  is  requi- 
site thatyour  pots  be  well-drained.  Of  course 
this  does  not  apply  to  plants  with  but  few,  or 
no  roots,  as  these  must  be  kept  rather  dry, 
until  roots  are  formed 

Last  summer,  not  having  space  enough  in 
the  greenhouses,  I  was  compelled  to  place  a 
lot  of  catli  outside,  under  cold  frames  which 
were  built  against  the  south  side  of  the  green- 
houses, in  a  very  damp  place. 

These  plants  consisted  of  Mamillarias,  Ecbi- 
uocereuses,  Echinocatluses,  and  a  few  Opun- 
tias,  and  were  planted  in  well  drained  fiats 
iu  yellow  mica  sand  ;  and  when  there  was 
rain,  got  considerable  drip  from  the  leakv 
sash. 

The  temperature  is  very  high  under  these 
sash  in  summer,  aud  rather  low  in  winter, 
getting  down  to  40°  at  night  sometimes. 

Now  I  intended  to  take  these  plants  into 
the  houses  last  Fall,  but  not  having  room 
cuonyh,  left  them  out,  expetling  that  most  of 
llu-m  would  die  from  dampness  ;  but  now  I 
find  that  they  have  done  much  belter  than 
those  in  the  greenhouses,  w-hich  were  kept 
rather  dry  nearly  all  winter. 

The  plants  under  sash  all  looking  fresh  and 
green,  with  very  large  roots.  The  secret  of 
this  I  believe  was,  that  the  soil  was  constantly 
moist,  yet  not  A'O  damp,  being  well  drained, 
and  in  a  very  sunny  position,  the  sun  drying 
up  the  surplus  moisture. 


This  is  the  season  when  the  Journai,  can 
be  of  excellent  service  in  selecting  plants, 
from  whom  lo  purchase  them,  how  10  plant 
them,  and  how  to  care  for  them. 
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HE    CACnjS    JOURI 


I   LIVE  WHERE  THEY  GROW 

MRS.    M.    M.   BRIGGS,   TEXAS. 

IJAVING  been  requested  to  write  some- 
*  *  thing  about  cai5li,  living  as  I  do,  where 
they  grow  wild,  I  thought  I  would  tell  the 
readers  something  about  my  plants  and  how 
to  propagate  them.  I  take  a  sharp  knife 
and  make  a  clean  cut,  sprinkle  dry  air- 
slacked  lime  on  the  fresh  cut,  lay  Ihem  cut 
side  up  in   the  sun  for  three  or  four  days  ; 


America.  He  is  familiar  with  the  botanical 
names  of  all  the  native  varieties.  He  will 
climb  the  high  mountains  like  a  mountain 
goat  and  greatly  enjoys  my  discomfort  at  not 
being  able  to  climb  the  high  steep  places 
that  is  so  easy  for  him.  I  often  sit  when 
waiting  for  my  boy  and  his  father  and 
wonder  how  so  many  beautiful  plants  could 
have  grown  lliere  in  such  lonesome  places. 
I  am  almost  inclined  to  think  my  little  son 
was  more  than  half  right  when  he  said : 
Mamma,  I  think  God  had  a  lot  of  seed  and 


then    take    a   common    tooth    pick,    such    as     just   scatered  them  all  over   the   mountains 


florists  use,  break  in  half,  stick  the  small 
end  far  enough  into  the  Cactus  to  hold  it 
firm  and  iiut  the  other  end  down  in  the  cut- 
ting bench  or  box  of  sand  ;  press  cutting 
down  just  far  enough  to  let  it  set  lightly  on 
the  sand,  the  tootli  pick  pushed  dowu  holds 
it  in  place  and  I  never  loose  any  cuttings  by 
rotting,  for  these  plants  will  not  stand  slip- 
pliug  like  other  plants.  Keep  sand  moist  for 
cuttings ;  never  allow 
it  to  dry  as  the  new 
roots  will  be  dried  up 
by  so  doing.  Always 
keeps  cafti  or  cut- 
tings in  the  hottest 
sunny  window,  with 
plenty  of  fresh  air, 
and  wliile  growing  or 
blooming  give  plenty 
of  water,  and  spray 
on  top  to  keep  off 
dust  and  red  spider. 
You  will  be  surpiisrd 
at  the  beautiful  rools 
and  the  rapid  growth 
these  little  pets  will 
make  with  a  small 
amount  of  care  and 
good  treatment  ;  wlien  well  rootrd  I  take 
two-inch  potsjust  large  enough  to  hold  roots 
and  plant  in  half-coarse  sand  and  half  rich 
loam  ;  give  plcuty  of  water  at  first  potting, 
then  wait  until  the  soil  in  pots  look  dry,  I 
water  thoroughly.  I  never  give  little  and 
often,  I  water  abcut  as  o'ten  as  I  water  my 
geraniums;  but  I  give  plenty  when  I  give 
any.  Never  plant  in  too  large  pots,  as  so 
much  soil  is  apt  to  sour. 

We  have  teams  and  a  big  camping  wagon 
and  travel  for  days  along  the  foot  i  ills  and 
up  high  mountains,  and  I  must  say  I  never 
get  tired  hunting  these  beautiful  and  inter- 
esting plants.     1  have  a  little  boy  who  is  a 


for  he  knew  these  kinds  would  grow  in  this 
dry  hard  rocky  soil. 

It  always  grieves  me  to  see  how  little  care 
these  beautiful  gifis  of  nature  receive.  I 
find  the  freshest ,  most  lovely  specimens, 
growing  in  =ome  rich  leaf  mould,  partly  in 
the  shade  of  some  cool  rock,  and  those  that 
are  exposed  to  ihe  hot  summer  sun  and  get 
little  or  no  water  are  mostly  dried  up  and 
dead.  Oue  of  my 
favorites  is  the  Ech- 
inocadlushori/.ontha- 
lonius,  on  account  of 
the  heavy  ribbed 
spines  that  meet  and 
interlace  around  the 
lop  of  the  plant.  It 
seems  so  wonderful 
how  sucli  beautiful 
silvery  pink  flowers 
could  escape  being 
lorn  b}-  the  ugly 
needle  like  spines, 
and  who  but  our 
Heavenly  Father  i  n 
his  all-wise  mercy 
could  have  placed  the 
little  tuft  of  soft  silky 
wool  that  pushes  the  sharp  spines  apait  and 
lets  tlie  lovely  flowers  come  out  un? cratched. 
Another  variety  that  grows  as  I  have  often 
thought,  all  too  plentifully,  is  the  Opuntia 
sirigil  ;  but  a  pretty  story  was  told  me  the 
other  day  by  a  Mexican.  He  said  the  deer 
protect  their  \oung  with  these  wicked-look- 
ing cafti.  They  make  a  clean  place  right  in 
the  middle  of  a  large  bunch  and  have  their 
young  ones  in  the  center.  The  ca6ti  keeps 
other  animals  away  from  them  while  the 
parents  are  gone  for  food.  These  cafli 
grow  like  running  vines  along  the  giound, 
and  some  places  it  is  inipos-iblc  to  gel  a 
horse  through    them,    ihey    grow    so    thick. 


Cattns  Crank  and  I  believe  he  is  the  yongest      They  are   very  bad  for  cattle,  as  the  spines 
caiJlus     collector    in    the    United   States    of     are  barbed  they  go  in.  but  will  always  break 
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off  before  coming  out.  I  fear,  Mr.  Editor,  I 
have  made  my  letter  too  long,  but  I  never 
know  when  to  stop  when  I  get  .started  on 
this  interesting  theme.  I  think  I  hear  you 
say  (yes)  these  Cartus  Cranks  never  know 
when  to  stop,  but  I  will  write  you  again  if  1 
have  not  tried  you  too  much  this  time. 

WRITTEN  FOR  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 

Comments  on  Articles  in   No    8. 

KARNEST    BR.^UNTO.N.    C.A  LI  lORN  I A  . 

/~VN  the  first  page  of  Journal  No.  8,  I 
^-^  notice  you  give  a  few  of  the  botanical  di.S- 
tinctions  of  the  genera  Echinocaftus  and 
Mamillaria  to  which  I  would  like  to  add  a 
few  words  The  two  genera  run  into  and 
mix  with  each  other  as  do  the  waters  of 
meeting  streams.  Their  only  distinctive  fea- 
ture las  far  as  I  am  able  to  determine  by  study 
and  observation)  is  the  presence  or  ab^ence 
of  scapes  or  scales  on  the  ovary  or  seed  pod. 
The  nearest  approach  in  the  Mamillarias  to 
the  Ecbinocaclus  being  M.  macromeris.  the 
ovary  of  which  has  well  defined  scapes, 
and  of  the  Echinocacflus,  K.  McDonellii  has 
the  fewest  scapes  on  the  seed  pod  So 
closely  arc  these  two  genera  united  thai  E. 
McDowellii  was  first  named  M.  McDowellii 
and  many  persons  yet  have  it  under  the  old 
name.  The  only  feature  necessary  to  Ma- 
millari.is,  and  which  au  Echinocatlus  need 
not  have,  is  the  presence  of  teats  or  nipples 
from  which  the  genus  Mamillaria  derives  its 
name. 

Pile.  C, — Vour  Kchinocactus  horizonlhal- 
onius  will  no  doubt  do  well  in  a  mixture  (if 
one-third  coarse  sand  and  two-thirds  common 
garden  loam  It  will  also  take  plenty  of 
water  if  well  drained,  but  I  should  severely 
condemn  the  practice  of  spraying  catliis 
freely  with  water,  as  it  is  something  which  no 
cacUis  gets  in  its  native  habitat  and  for 
which  I  can  see  no  reason. 

A.  P.,  Iowa.— While  it  may  be  true  of  some 
caelus  that  they  get  more  water  in  the  Spring 
than  at  any  other  time,  the  more  westerly 
cacti  get  all  their  moisture  in  about  six 
months  of  each  year,  while  during  the  other 
six  months  they  get  none.  Here,  in  Califor- 
nia, they  get  no  rain  from  April  to  .\ugusl  or 
September,  and  some  of  them  grow  where 
the  summer's  heat  reaches  130°.  Among 
those  native  to  this  State  I  will  name  a  few  : 
EchinocaCli  cyliitdraceus,  Le   Coutei*   poly- 

•Not  tile  true  LcCdiitei.  wliicli  docs  not  grow  ill  Cali- 
fornia, I)ul  a  variety  of  cyliiulraccus. 


cephalus,  and  viridescens;  Mamillarias  Good- 
richii,  phellosperma  and  radiosa  Alversouii  ; 
Cereus  Emor\  i,  Engelmanni  and  Mojaveusis; 
Opuiuias  Engelmanni,  occidentalis.f  basi- 
laris,  Parryi,  Mojavensis,  augustata,  chloro- 
tica.  Biglovii,  bernardina,  echinocarpa,  pro- 
lifera,  tessellata,  serpentina  and  a  host  of 
others.  Most  of  these  are  subject  to  the 
conditions  stated  above. 

Phyl  Loca  Yuse. — I  quite  agree  with  you 
as  to  the  Opuutia  being  the  coming  caCtus. 
It  has  many  more  varieties  of  shape,  color, 
size  and  shape  of  spines,  as  well  as  other 
variable  details  than  any  other  family.  In 
blossoms  they  contain  everything  from  al- 
most pure  white,  through  yellow  to  the 
deepest  red.  Also  all  the  different  shades 
bordering  on  purple  and  magenta.  I  have 
four  varieties  which  flower  red,  one  of  them 
the  biigliest  red  I  ever  saw.  One  flat- 
leaved  Opuutia,  (unnamed)  which  came  from 
the  nurseries  of  Lyon  and  Cobbe,  and  called 
by  them  No.  2,  has  a  flower  of  the  purest 
salmon,  a  color  very  unusual  in  cactus  and 
rare  indeed  among  any  class  of  plants.  lu 
variety  of  colors  the  blossoms  surpass  those 
of  the  Phylloca6li  and  some  of  them  are 
ju'-t  as  large,  while  the  plant  is  much  hardier 
and  will  stand  all  sorts  of  abuse. 

A.  A.  Kleinschmidt. — Vour  antiseptic 
method  for  mealy  bug  I  think  is  too  much 
work  for  the  average  "C.  C."  and  necessi- 
tates taking  the  plant  entirely  out  of  the  soil, 
quite  a  risky  piece  of  work  for  the  majority 
of  amateurs.  I  have  always  found  the  alco- 
hol treatment,  described  by  "Carp"  in  the 
February  issue  of  the  Journal,  practical 
even  in  the  worst  cases.  This  has  also  been 
the  experience  of  many  "C.  C's  '  of  my  ac- 
quaintance. Your  advice  in  regard  to  the 
use  of  marble  and  granite  chips  and  dust 
would  peculiarly  suit  all  California  catli. 
All  cacli  which  grow  in  this  State  have  more 
or  less  of  decomposed  granite,  and  in  many 
places  decomposed  marble,  which  I  have 
seen  on  the  foothills  above  the  cactus  fields 
where  solid  marble  projects  above  the  sur- 
rounding soil.  Every  year  the  decomposed 
parts  wash  down  to  the  cacU  below. 

"t'arp" — I  think  you  ought  not  to  have 
picked  our  fellow  "C.  (.'.,"  Dr.  C.  H.  Z.  to 
pieces  quite  so  roughly  as  you  did  in  Jour- 
nal, No.  S.  He,  no  doubt,  is  aware  of  the 
fact,  that  Dr.  Coulter  has  revised  the  genus 
(Continued  on  jiage  105  ^ 


t  Tliis  is  so  named  by  I>r.  Hngehnann  as  being  quite 
distant  from  ().  ICngeliiianni,  llioiigli  some  botanists 
call  it  O.  Engelmanni  var.  occidcntalis. 
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Spring  work  is  opening  iu  earnest  and  the 
thrifty  flower  lover  has  alreadj'  made  his 
plans  for  the  summer  campaign,  has  ordered 
seed  and  supplies  and  is  prepared  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  every  favorable  circumstance. 

Don't  be  too  fast  with  outside  work,  wait 
until  the  grouud  dries,  then  make  every  day 
count. 

Notwithstanding  the  severe  weather  of 
January  and  February  we  are  all  looking  for- 
ward to  a  good  spring  and  plenty  of  blooms 
during  the  summer. 

Trv  planting  all  your  catli  out  doors  this 
year,  it  will  do  them  much  good,  aud  the  new 
growth  of  most  kinds  will  be  remarkable, 
you  will  also  get  more  blooms.  Follow  the 
plans  given  in  formtr-r  numbers  of  the 
Journal  and  the  results  will  be  most  grati- 
fying. 

We  would  again  call  your  atteutiou  to  our 
advertising  columns.  Send  in  your  orders 
early,  and  rest  assured  ycu  will  receive  good 
treatment  from  all  the  firms  who  advertise 
with  us. 

Many  of  the  articles  in  this  issue  are  of 
more  than  ordinary  interest  aud  will  be  found 
very  useful  for  reference. 

Now  is  a  good  time  to  subscribe  to  the 
Journal,  we  need  your  subscriptinn  and  you 
need  just  such  articles  as  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Journal  to  aid  you  iu  successfully  caring 
for  your  plants. 


WRITTEN  FOR    THE    CACTUS    JOURNAL, 


Charcoal  for  Rooting  Cuttings. 


F.  BALTIMORE. 


Reprinted  from   ininiber  i,  by  request. 
npHE  following   method    has   proven    itself 
'      very  successful  in  the  rooting  of  cafti 
cuttings  : 

Fill  a  flat  box  of  say  about  S  inches  depth 
with  2  inches  of  coarse  coal  ashes,  cover  the 
same  with  about  4  inches  of  crushed  char- 
coal, aud  moisten  the  whole  thoroughly,  after 
which  put  in  the  slips  or  cuttings  you  wish  to 
root.  Set  the  globular  varieties  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  cliarcoal,  and  sink  the  taller  ones 
into  it  securely  fastened  to  a  stake,  to  prevent 
them  from  falling  when  watering.  Now  set 
the  box  in  a  light,  shady  position  in  your 
greenhouse  or  conservatory,  or  when  outside 
protect  it  by  means  of  a  glass  from  the  heavy 
rains  but  do  not  exclude  the  light,  and  in  a 
reasonable  thort  time  new  roots  will  make 
their  appearance.  Keep  the  charcoal  mod- 
erately moist  continually,  and  occassioually 
spray  the  plant  with  an  atomizer  or  small 
syringe,  which  is  very  beneficial.  Do  not  be 
hasty,  in  planting  your  cutting  out  as  soon  as 
young  roots  show  themselves,  but  always  al- 
low them  to  make  a  bunch  of  good,  healthy 
roots,  and  your  patience  will  be  rewarded  by 
better  growth,  after  becomi-'g  thoroughly 
established. 

This  error  iu  hasty  planting  before  being 
thoroughly  rooted  is  often  the  cause  of  the 
plant  showing  no  growth  for  a  long  period, 
because  there  was  not  enough  time  allowed 
for  roots  to  form  to  properly  nourish  the 
plant,  when  planting  out  carefully  take  the 
plant  out  of  the  cutting  box,  so  jou  do  not 
injure  the  roots,  and  as  they  are  very  tender, 
pack  the  soil  prepared  for  them  carefully 
around,  aud  water  slightly.  This  method 
will  also  prove  very  satisfactory  with  euphor- 
bias, aloes,  agaves,  etc,  and  many  leaf  plants. 
It  is  certainly  worthy  of  a  trial,  as  it  costs 
comparatively  nothing,  and  we  feel  confident 
that  belter  results  will  follow  than  from  the 
use  of  sand,  for  .several  reasons,  viz  :  In  the 
use  of  sand,  cuttings  must  be  allowed  to  dry 
off  before  setting  them  in  the  cutting-box, 
which  of  course,  causes  them  to  shrivel  to  a 
certain  extent  With  the  use  of  charcoal  it 
can  be  placed  at  once,  as  the  charcoal  con- 
tains healing  properties,  and  no  danger  is 
experienced  from  the  rooting  of  healthy  cut- 
tings as  is  often  the  case  when  sand  is  used. 
Another  importaut  point  is,  that  charcoal, 
while  it  holds  moisture  as  long  as  sand,  does 
not  bake,  nor  become  impute. 
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(Continued  from  page  103.) 

Anhalouiums,  audit  is  therefore  pardonable 
for  his  statements  (;/"/  mistakes).  Dr.  Coulter 
holds  a  very  liigli  position,  as  well  as  beintj 
an  eminent  botanist,  but  does  that  give  him 
the  right  to  change  the  genera,  when  many 
as  great,  or  even  greater  botanists  say  that 
his  revision  was  unwarranted?  I  have  asked 
several  botanists,  one  of  whom,  at  least, 
stands  higher  and  is  much  better  known  to 
the  botanical  world  than  Dr.  Coulter,  and 
they  are  all  of  the  same  opinion,  namely: 
That  the  revision  was  unnecessary.  I  also 
hear  from  the  best  authority,  that  Kew  does 
not,  and  will  not  recognize  it,  and  as  they  are 
at  present  /fie  aulliority  for  the  world,  this 
means  a  great  deal.  What  we  want,  is  a 
straightening  out  of  the  names  we  already 
have,  before  we  have  any  new  ones.  The 
order  Cactaceie  has  been  pulled  to  pieces 
more  than  any  other,  and  it  is  high  time  that 
we  should  have  a  proper  understanding  about 
the  names,  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  meet 
the  approval  of  the  most  eminent  bolanisis 
of  each  and  every  country.  Until  this  is 
done,  some  one  will  ever  be  creating  a  con- 
fusion among  the  ranks  of  the  "C.  C's"  who 
are  really  the  ones  to  be  satisfied. 

THE  FLOWER  OF  DEATH. 

It   REr.oNGS  TO  THK   Cactus  Kamily  and 
KvEN  Its  PERKtiME  Is  Deadly. 

In  the  mountains  of  Mexico,  high  up  in 
the  most  inaccessible  passes  or  buried  within 
the  deepest  gorges,  there  giows  a  strange 
flower  which  the  natives  call  "The  Flower 
of  Death."  From  theii  description  of  it,  the 
plant  must  belong  to  the  great  cadus  family, 
whose  name  is  more  than  legion  in  that  part 
of  the  world  ;  yet  it  is,  however,  devoid  of 
thorns,  and  the  heavy  succulent  leaves  exude 
a  viscid  fluid  which  will  burn  into  solid  rock 
like  a  strong  acid.  In  shape  the  flower 
somewhat  resembles  two  calla  lilies  placed 
face  to  face.  Instead  of  the  gracefully 
tapered  point  of  the  lily,  however,  the  two 
petals  of  the  flower  of  death  are  quite  short 
and  thick,  prescttiing  the  awful  appearance 
of  parted  livid  lips,  through  which  the  red 
pistil  protrudes  like  a  horrid  bleeding  tongue. 
It  is  said  that  this  flower  gives  out  an  odor 
so  penetrating  and  so  intensely  disagreeable 
that  bu/.i-.ards  are  frequently  attracted  by  it, 
mistaking  it  for  their  rightful  spoil.  This  of 
itself  is  horiiblc  to  contemplate,  and  yet  the 
half  has  not  been  told,  for  so  noxious  is  the 


poison  of  the  flower  that  no  man  can  smell 
it  and  live.  In  Mexico  one  hears  stories  of 
many  an  unwary  traveler  who  has  come  to 
an  untimely  death  by  inhaling  the  poisonous 
breath  of  this  curious  flower,  and  the  moun- 
tain bandits,  no  doubt,  know  very  well  how 
to  have  it  held  accountable  for  the  death  of 
many  of  their  own  victims.* 

Another  curious  but  less  harmful  plant  is 
the  milkweed,  which  abounds  in  the  arid 
regions  of  both  Texas  and  Mexico.  It  is 
quite  a  handsome  bush  with  its  parti  colored 
green  and  white  leaves,  the  two  colors  being 
very  delicately  and  gracefully  traced  the  one 
upon  the  other,  and  it  is  beginning  to  find  its 
way  as  an  ornamental  plant  in  some  of  our 
Eastern  gardens  and  greenhouses.  I'pon  its 
native  heath  it  grows  to  quite  a  considerable 
size,  reaching  frequently  to  the  height  of  six 
or  seven  feet,  and,  of  course,  shows  to  the 
best  advantage  then. 

When  the  stem  of  this  plant  is  broken 
there  flows  from  it  an  abundant  stream  of 
milk,  which  is  suflicienlly  strong  to  burn  into 
the  cuticle  if  it  is  allowed  to  touch  the  flesh, 
creating  an  unpleasant  smarting  sensation. 
This  quality  makes  the  plant  pretty  much  in 
demand  for  marking  cattle,  as  their  hair  is 
removed  wherever  the  milk  is  applied  and 
no  further  haiin  is  done  to  the  animal.  In 
this  way  it  is  quite  a  boon  to  cattle-stealers, 
as  an  application  can  be  made  with  it  much 
easier  than  with  the  branding  iron  and  the 
same  purpose  is  served.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  form  an  estimate  of  how  many  cows 
change  hands  every  year  through  the  media- 
tion of  this  plant,  yet  the  number  is  by  no 
me  ins  inconsiderable.  -  Philoi/i/p/iia  Tivies. 

*Will  some  of  i  ur  readers  who  know  of  the 
plant  give  the  name  ?  We  are  particularly 
anxious  to  know  if  it  is  a  cactus  as  the  article 
states.  — Ed. 


RhipsaliS-CuUivation.  All  the  species 
appear  to  grow  well  and  flower  freely  under 
cultivation,  with  the  exception  of  .some  few 
varieties.  In  their  natural  homes  they  are 
found  either  on  trees  or  rocks,  seldom  on  the 
ground  ;  but  in  gieenhouses  they  may  be 
grown  in  pots,  a  few  being  happiest  when 
suspended  near  the  glass.  They  do  not  like 
bright  sunshine,  nor  should  they  be  kept  in 
a  very  shaded,  moist  position. 

The  soil  should  lie  light  and  well-drained, 
and  they  are  grown  from  cuttings  which  root 
readily  in  sandy  soil,  if  kept  in  "a  close,  warm 
place  until  rooted. 
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THE  AGAVE 
(American  Aloe  or  Century  Plant. 

Its  Coniniercial  Uses,  &c. 


CARROLL,  BALTIMORE. 


'TpHIS  plau:  throws  naturall}-  in  a  wide  range 
'  of  climate,  from  the  plains  of  South 
America  to  the  elevation  of  10,000  feet  ;  it 
furnishes  a  variety  of  products.  The  plants 
form  impenetrable  fences,  the  same  as  is  the 
case  with  Opuntia  tuna,  and  others.  The 
American  aloe  furnishes  fibers  of  various 
qualities,  from  Ihe  fine  thread  known  as  the 
pitothread  which  is  used  for  twine,  to  the 
coarse  fibers  used  for  rope  and  cables.  A.  von 
Humboldt  describes  a  bridge  of  upward  of  130 
feet  span  over  the  Chinibo,  in  Quito,  South 
America,  of  vv-hich  the  main  ropes  (4  inches 
iu  diameter)  were  made  of  this  fiber.  It  is 
also  used  for  making  paper.  The  juice,  when 
the  water}-  part  is  evaporated  forms  a  good 
soap  (much  like  castile)  and  will  mix  and 
form  a  lathtr  with  saltwater  as  well  as  with 
fresh.  The  sap  from  the  heart  leaves  is 
formed  into  a  pulque,  this  sap  is  sour,  but  has 
sufficient  sugar  and  mucilage  for  fermenta- 
tion. The  wine  like  beverage  has  a  filthy 
odor,  but  good  flavor  ;  a  very  good  intoxica- 
ting brandy  is  made  from  it,  and  razor  strops 
are  made  from  the  leaves;  they  ar^  also  used 
for  cleaning  and  scouring  pewter. 

The  cultivation  of  the  Agave  rigida.  The 
Sisal  hemp,  introduced  into  Florida  many 
years  ago,  for  the  sake  of  its  fiber,  has  not 
been  prosecuted  to  a  commercial  success. 
Like  many  other  of  the  be-i^t  vegetable  fibers 
found  in  leaves,  it  contains  a  gummy  sub- 
stance, which  prevents  the  easy  separation 
of  the  fiber  from  the  pulp. 

These  plants  are  also  very  ornamental,  an 
elegant  variety  of  shapes,  sixes  and  colors 
can  be  gotten  together  and  they  make  a  very 
pleasing  effect,  they  are  easily  kept,  requiring 
but  little  attention  ;  something  on  the  cul- 
ture, varieties,  &c.,  will  be  found  in  uumbers 
6  and  8  of  the  Cactus  Journal. 

These  plants  are  also  known  as  Century 
Plants,  from  the  fact  that  they  are  supposed 
to  bloom  only  once  in  a  hundred  years  ;  this 
however  is  an  error,  as  many  specimens  have 
been  known  to  bloom  in  a  much  shoiter 
period,  say  from  35  to  100  years. 

Experience  has  taught  a  number  of  horti- 
culturists that  tlic  Anterican  agave,  grown 
from  a  cutting,  blooms  many  years  ahead  of 


seedgrcwu  specimeus,  the  latter  as  is  geuer- 
ally  the  case,  with  most  all  plants,  are  far 
supetior  specimens  than  those  from  set?  or 
cuttings.  The  existence  of  the  plant  ter- 
minates with  the  decay  of  its  flowers. 

The  question  has  often  arisen,  "why  does 
the  plant  die  after  flowering?"  As  soon  as 
the  stem  makes  its  appearance  in  the  centre 
of  the  plant,  the  heart  leaves  surrounding 
the  stem  stop  growing,  the  whole  plant 
throws  its  combined  strength  into  the  flower- 
ing stem,  which  will  grow  about  twenty  feet  in 
height  in  the  short  period  of  six  weeks,  being 
seven  to  eight  inches  in  diameter  at  the  base, 
it  is  crowned  with  fifteen  to  twenty  sections 
of  greenish  yellow  flowers,  numbering  in  all 
from  three  to  four  thousand  flowers,  and 
spreading  over  a  space  from  twelve  to  twenty 
feet   in   circumference. 

The  strong  flower  stems  serve  as  beams  for 
the  roofs  of  the  Indian  dwellings,  and  the 
leaves  supply  the  place  of  tiles 

In  former  times  the  agave  or  American 
a'oe  was  extensively  cultivated  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  paper,  and  great  quantities  were 
evidently  used,  in  the  time  of  the  Montezu- 
mas  in  painting  hieroglyphics. 

The  paper  produced  from  this  plant  re- 
sembles that  made  by  the  Egyptians  from  the 
papyrus  plant  found  on  the  Nile  rivershores. 
The  ancient  Mexican  manuscripts,  which  has 
received  so  much  attention  from  the  learned, 
and  upon  whose  records  is  based  the  history 
of  that  injured  and  interesting  people,  were 
painted  chiefly  upon  paper  made  from  the 
fiber  of  the  Aloe  agave. 

Many  of  these  "picture  writings"  are  still 
preserved  at  Mexico. 

How  few,  who  look  upon  the  tl.ick  spiny 
leaves  of  the  aloes  as  they  stand  in  our  green- 
houses, ever  reflect  vipon  the  great  usefulness 
of  this  plant  to  the  natives  of  America. 

Cactus  Conundrums. 

Why  is  the  letter  "A"  in  Catlus  like  the 
Bosphorus  Strait  ? 


Answers  to  Anagrams  in  No.  S. 
I.  Cereus.     2   Echinopsis.    3.  Phyllocactus. 
4.  Opuhtias.      5.  Mamillarias.       6.  Stapelia. 
7.   Epiphylums. 

We  would  like  to  hear  from  more  of  our 
readers,  giving  their  experience  in  the  treat- 
ment of  ca<Jti  for  publication,  which  will  aid 
new  beginners  iu  caring  for  their  pets. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 

Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

Kach  year  as  the  bloomiiij;  season  comes 
around,  I  am  more  and  more  in  favor  of  the 
Epipbyllum  and  PhyllocJiflus  for  common 
house  culture,  especially  for  the  amateur  or 
for  those  who  have  not  made  a  study  of  the 
caClus.  They  do  uot  require  such  long  years 
of  palient  care  as  most  other  varieties,  and 
give  more  satisfactory  results  bo.lh  iu  amount 
of  growth  and  number  of  flowers.  They 
have  tie  spines  to  catch  the  dust  and  make 
them  unsightly,  but  their  fresh  green 
branches  will  cheer  and  brighten  any  window 
collection  the  year  round. 

I  did  not,  until  recently,  know  of  the  won- 
derful beauty  an  Kpiphvlluui  might  attain. 
I  saw  at  the  house  of  a  friend  a  single  plant 
of  K  Russelli:iiium  growing  in  a  five  gallon 
oil  can,  its  almost  innumerable  branches 
nearly  hid  the  can  from  sight,  and  by  actual 
count  there  were  uiore  than  three  Hundred 
buds  and  blossoms  on  it. 

I  have  some  fine  Ijrge  riiyllos:  One  I' 
Ackermauni,  four  feet  tall,  has  more  than 
one  hundred  buds,  and  as  I  have  several 
large  planis  of  this  variety,  I  expect  to  be 
well  repaid  for  all  the  trouble  I  have  had 
with  them.  I  have  several  larger  Phyllo'.sof 
choicer  varieties,  but  none  bloom  so  abun- 
dantly uor  so  early  iu  the  season. 

Cal.  Mrs    M.  E.  V. 

Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

Iu  the  March  number  of  our  Journ.m.  a 
reader  asks  for  treatment  of  the  Stapelia  ; 
also  if  theic  was  more  than  two  varieties? 

These  interesting  plants  were  about  the 
111  St  ones  I  started  my  collection  with,  and 
wiiile  not  a  specialist  on  them,  I  think  I 
know  enough  to  give  my  experience  to  bene- 
fit others. 

These  little  plants  I  find  do  tiot  like  much 
sand,  but  a  soil  such  as  is  used  for  Phyllo- 
cailTlus  is  just  about  the  thing  (a  good  garden 
loam  with  a  little  good  manure  and  peat). 
They  need  to  be  kept  moist,  but  not  soaking 
wet,  and  do  best  iu  the  shade.  To  make 
them  grow  best,  it  is  better  to  start  the  cut- 
tings, /ail/  on  (not  in,)  the  soil,  and  held  in 
place  1)y  a  wire  staple  or  hair  pin,  taking  care 
the  wire  is  not  stuck  into  the  cutting,  but 
over  it,  and  iu  this  way  they  make  fine 
clusters  in  a  short  time  ;  the  only  use  of  the 
wire  is  to  keep  the  cutting  on  the  soil. 

There  are  quite   a  nunilier  of  vaiieties  be 
sides    variegata    aud    grandillora,    such     as 


MarmorATA,  a  thich  chunky  one  ;  Cylin- 
liRiCA,  thin,  light  green,  bearing  a  very  small 
yellow  flower;  DiFFi.ERA,  a  small  dull 
brown  ;  FuSCATA,  PUIXHELLA,  Deflecta,, 
and  many,  many  others,  all  quite  interesting. 
They  are  all  natives  of  the  "Cape  of  Good 
Hope,"  and  while  the  flowers  are  so  beauti- 
ful and  of  pretty  colors  they  have  a  very 
ofTensivc  odor. 

\V.  I'hil.  Mr.  A.  Caaus  Crank. 


ICditor  Cactus  Journal  : 

I  should  like  to  ofl'er  a  suggestion  to  the 
Editor  of  the  Journal,  which  would  be  a 
great  help  to  amateurs  like  myseif,  viz.  :  A 
sort  of  glossary  to  enable  amateurs  to  dis- 
tinguish the  different  species.  I  cannot  tell 
an  Ecbinocereus  from  an  Ivchinocaeius,  or  a 
Pilocereus  from  either,  and  I  suppose  there 
are  others  in  the  same  predicament. 

Ballo.  Amateur. 


Editor  Haltimori-;  Cacti'S  Journal  : 

I  have  wanted  for  some  time  to  ask  for  ad- 
vice lis  to  how  to  treat  my  caCti  this  summer, 
but  a  press  of  work  and  a  long  illness  have 
prevented  until  now.  I  shall  heed  your  oft 
repealed  admonitions  to  write  fully,  and  I 
will  endeavor  to  state  exact  conditions,  leav- 
ing it  to  your  jud.gment  to  conduce  as  you  see 
fit  for  publication. 

I  have  some  200  odd  cae^i  in  170  varieties. 
I  built,  last  fall,  a  small  green  house  in  the 
back  of  my  yard,  house  is  6x18  feet,  shed 
root".  Last  summer  I  had  my  Phyllocttli  in 
pots  plunged  in  the  ground  except  latifrons 
which  I  had  under  shaded  glass  iu  a  large 
frame  well  ventilated.  We  are  so  situated 
here  that  a  N.  E.,  N.  W.  or  E.  wind  has  full 
sweep  and  with  a  N.  E.  or  N.  W.  wind  it  is 
difficult  to  keep  anything  standing,  as  the 
wind  strikes  the  rear  of  dwelling  with  great 
force  aud  on  the  rebound,  as  it  were,  levels 
everything  befoie  it.  I  had  a  large  bed  of 
begonias,  iu  full  bloom,  completely  uprooted, 
and  my  pliyllos.  leveled  by  a  N.  E.  wind  one 
night.  Last  summer  I  had  all  my  small  cacti 
such  as  mamillarias,  echinocaClus,  ecbino- 
cereus, &c.,  under  glass  in  this  frame,  but 
they  did  not  do  very  well  and  I  fear  as  E.  B. 
suggests  in  October  Journal,  that  possibly 
the  roots  burned  on  account  of  being  in  small 
pots  on  the  shelf.  My  yard  is  small,  an  ordi- 
nary city  lot,  but  nearly  half  is  taVeii  up  by 
two  large  apricot  trees,  which  also  shade 
much  more  of  the  yard  ;   so  with  my  ]greeu- 
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house,  and  a  row  of  cold  frames  3  ft.  wide 
aloug  the  front,  taken  off,  there  is  not  much 
place  for  a  cattus  bed  as  so  many  advise  ;  I 
propose  instead  to  make  my  benches  6inches 
deep  by  puning  a  board  along  the  front  and 
filling  with  coarse  coii?  dust  or  screenings  and 
plunge  my  catti  pots  in  this.  No  surplus 
water  would  stay  on  the  bench  or  in  the  coke- 
dust  ;  and  would  it  not  protect  the  roots  of 
those  cacti  iu  small  pots  ?  Would  you  shade 
the  glass  for  uiamiUarias,  echinocattus.echin- 
ocereus,  echinopsisor  opuntias  ?  If  so,  which 
gives  best  results,  whitewash  or  mosquito- 
netting,  or  very  coarse  cheese-cloth  ?  I  have 
noticed  some  greenhouses  here  in  New  York 
exposed  to  the  full  sun,  shaded  with  mosqui- 
to-netting, palms  and  kindred  plants  were  iu 
these  houses. 

Would  the  mosquito  netting  give  enough 
shade  for  phyllocacti  and  epiphyllums?  My 
Phyllo.  latifrons  was  rooted  from  a  small  cut- 
ting in  Oct.  '91,  and  is  now  a  tall  plant  33  in. 
tall,  with  10  large  branches  In  summer  of 
'93,  when  but  one-and-ahalf  years  old  it  had 
5  buds,  but  all  blasted.  Last  summer,  (two 
and-a-half  years  old,)  it  had  6  buds,  quite 
early,  all  turned  yellow  while  quite  small, 
and  dropped  off,  and  again  iu  the  last  of  Aug. 
it  had  four  more  which  disappeared  in  the 
same  way. 
The  plant  was  in  a  frame,  glass  shaded,  well 
ventilated,  and  I  thought  I  kept  the  soil 
moist.  Can  you  suggest  cause  and  remedy? 
It  is  now  in  a  4'/i  iu.  pot.  Would  you  suggest 
repotting  now,  if  it  is  done  without  disturbing 
ball,  or  is  that  size  pot  large  enough  ? 

Can  30U  tell  me  what  is  best  treatment  for 
Opuntias  to  produce  large  well  developed 
spines?  I  have  O.  frutescens,  major,  O,  Bige- 
lowii,  O.  tessellata,  O.  Emoryi  which  grow 
well  and  thrifiy,  but  spines  are  very  small, 
also  O.  Tuna  and  two  other  flat  stem  varie- 
ties (I  don't  kuow  ihe  name)  which  should 
have  very  long  spines  in  thick  clusters,  but 
mine  have  but  very  small  solitary  spines. 
Do  they  need  rich  soil  and  heat  and  much 
or  little  water  always  provided  good  drain- 
age is  given  ? 

As  I  had  such  poor  luck  with  Phyllos.  in 
the  open  last  year  by  being  broken  by  the 
wind.  I  propose  to  keep  them  in  the  green 
house  plunged  in  the  coke  dust  on  the 
benches.  If  shaded,  giving  air,  will  they  do 
well  there  ?  I  am  most  anxious  about  the  P. 
latifrons,  as  I  want  to  flower  it  if  possible 
and  hope  you  cau  suggest  a  method  of  treat- 
ment that  will  prove  successful. 


I  have  in  my  green  house  this  winter  be- 
gonias, palms,  geraniums,  &c. ,  as  well  as 
Cacti  and  have  tried  to  keep  it  cool.  It  has 
ranged  about  55°  at  night  and  60°  during  the 
daj-,  except  on  very  bright  days  when  even 
with  ventilators  and  door  into  potting  room 
open  it  lias  run  up  to  75°  from  12  m.  to  1.30  p. 
m.  I  notice  now  that  several  of  the  slender 
Opuntias  are  starting  into  growth  as  well  as 
the  Cerei,  is  it  not  early  ? 

I  find  the  Journal  a  great  help  and  invalu- 
able in  its  line. 
New  York.  Frank  S.  C. 

QUESTIONS. 

.Amateur,  Balto. — I  bought  some  cacti  from 
a  dealer  in  Wisconsin,  but  the  most  of  them 
are  shriveling  up.  I  potted  them  in  soil 
according  to  formula  in  January  or  February 
number.  I  gave  them  very  little  water,  but 
they  don't  look  healthy.  E.  texensis  has  a 
great  big  shriveled  yellow  spot  on  the  side, 
and  now  I  notice  other  red  and  yellow  spots; 
Sinipsonii  is  all  shriveled  ;  Colubrinus,  had 
two  mealy-looking  bugs  on  when  received 
and  was  sickly  looking.  Can  you  tell  me 
through  the  columns  of  The  Journal  what 
to  do  with  them?  if  so,  will  be  pleased  to 
know. 

h.  la. — Will  some  of  our  readers  give  us  an 
article  on  the  construttiou  of  a  small  green- 
house for  a  city  yard,  suitable  for  growing 
caftaceous  plants  ?  I  have  an  idea  of  build- 
ing a  cheap  one,  and  will  be  thankful  for 
suggestions. 

M.  J.  P..  N.  Y.— Will  some  one  describe 
Phyllocatlus  Vanderia,  giving  size  and  color 
of  blossom,  and  at  what  time  of  the  year  it 
blooms  ?  I  truly  appreciate  the  Cactus 
Journal,  and  if  I  could,  take  only  one  paper, 
it  would  be  the  C.  J. 

ANSWERS. 

P.  B.,  Ind.  —  Would  refer  3'ou  to  the  earlier 
numbers  of  the  Journal,  and  page  107  of  this 
number. 

J.  G.,  Fla. — Plant  Euphorbias  in  a  sandy 
soil,  do  not  make  too  rich,  and  plant  out  in  a 
sunny  position,  and  we  think  you  will  have 
good  results. 

Pilo  (>.,  Penua.— The  M.  Vivapara  should 
not  be  sold  for  Ech.  Sinipsonii,  because  they 
are  two  distinfl  plants,  according  to  best 
authority.  It  may  have  been  sent  you  as 
such  unintentionally. 
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Ches-veold  Plant  Gardens. 

We  grow  nil  kimls  of  earlv  and  late  Vegelabk* 
Plants.  ASl'AKAC.US  ROOTS.  All  the  leading  new 
and  old  STR.WVBKKRV  l'I,.\NTS.  We  grow  niori- 
CAnBACK,  TO.MATO  and  CELHRV  PLANTS  tllaii 
any  other  house  in  America.  Send  for  onr  New  Cata- 
logue. 

C.    BOGGS,   Cheswold.    Del. 

FRIEDERICH  ADOLPH  HMGE,  Jr.  i^^^^i^y. 

OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  COLLECTION  OF  CACTI  IN  EUROPE. 
STOCK  OF  OVER   I50.O00    PLANTS. 

Uuvs,    sells   ami    cxcliantics    Cacti    ami    Cacti    tt'ctl. 
Cicriiiaii  I'lowcr  and  Yi.-gt*taI>K'  St-cds. 

ILLUSTHATEO  CATALOGUE,   FREE   ON   APPLtCATIOH^ 

Orders  received  hv  John  A.  Br.cKKR,  4og  NV.  Pratt  SI. 
Haltunore,  Md 

FRESH  CACTI  SEED. 


Just  received  Cereus,  Ecliiiioca<5lus,  M.imil 
larias,  Opuntias,  &c. 

Mixed,  pkt.  25c.         Otiuce  $2  00 

Cereus  Gigaiiteus,  pkt.  25c.       Ouuce  $3  00 

Qnarter  ottnce  at  ounce  price. 

Rare  Gacll  Plants  and  Calla  Lily  Roots, 

A  SPECIALTY. 

Send  for  list      JAMES  H.  DENHAM, 

Seesdman.  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Yl^^^^rri  For  the  convenience  uf  amateurs  and  Horists, 
IJ^5&  we  have  decided  to  devote  a  small  space  for 
advertising  "Specialties,"  "NVams/or  "KxchanRes," 
in  which  we  will  insert  cards  not  exceeding  4  lines,  1,6) 
words  to  line^  for  25cts.    No  ad.  for  less  than  25Cts. 

Cheap  Cacti 

By  the  dozen  or  hundred.    Seud  20  cents  for  three 

sample  plants. 

Mrs.  M.  K.  Patterson,  Glendnle.Cal. 


WANTED— Cotyledon  (Kcheveria)  Hoxeyii,  Cotyledon 
de  Smetiana,  t'otyledon  Hookeri  (Diostenio),  Coty- 
ledon Scophylla,  PhvUocactus  Peacockii.  Opuntia 
Barkerii,  Opuntia  Monocantha  Variegata.  Cereus 
Maynardi  (Hybrid ).  Cereus  Caveudishii,  Cereus 
Kxtensas,  Cereus  Sclin\i. 
The  above  singly  or  in  quantity.      We  ask   offers  of 

any  rare  cacti  or  succulents  not  m  commerce.   Cash  or 

unusually  liberal  exchange.     Address 

The  California   Cactus  Co., 

Soldiers  Home  P.  O.  Los  Angeles  Co.,  California. 


FOUgUIERA  SPLKNDKNS-Crown  of  Thorns.  A 
beautiful  marked  and  curious  plant.  Rare  in  col- 
lections. Ten  inch  cuttings  2oc.  by  mail.  (Not  the 
K.  Splends.)  A.  H.  Alvcrson.  San  Bernardino,  Calif 


TO  THE  TRADE —Plants  by  the  hundred  of  Striped 
Century,  Hpiphyllum,  Echcvcrias,  C.  flagelltformis 
PhiUocactus  Ackcrmanni,  and  P.  Speciosissinia,  at 
the  very  lowest  prices. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Patterson, Glcndale.  Cal. 

GLADIOLAS— Choice  Hybrids.  20  blooming  bulbs  25c 
500  bulblcts  $1.00:  or  would  exchange  for  named 
cacti  not  in  my  collection.  M.J    Peckens, 

Wavland,  N.  Y. 


CACTI-Echinopsis  Evriesii  and  Multiplex,  well  rooted 
for  10,  15  and  25c.  by  mail  A  large  variety  of 
other  Cact.  W.  s.  HARRY. 

Conshohockcn,  Pcnnn. 


Twcntv  varieties  named  CHRYSANTHEMUMS  Three 
for  lOc.  Cuttings  of  choice  HOUSE  PLANTS,  cash 
or  exchange  for  CACTI,     Write  for  li.st. 

Box  50.        Jennie  S.  Bain,  Nort  Chatham.  Col  Co  .  N.  Y. 


AGE  IMPROVES  IT. 

Thk  Youth's  Ci>MrANioN  has  entered  upon  its  sixty* 
ninth  year  of  publication,  and  as  one  says  who  has 
Iteen  a  const:*iu  reader  of  its  columns  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  "It  tias  steadily  improved  year  by  year.' 
Its  articles  to-day  cover  the  whole  tieUi  of  Hie  and  ex- 
perience, furnishing  a  vast  amount  ol  valuable  and  en- 
tertaining reading  of  a  character  not  found  elsewhere, 
anrtof  so  great  a  variety  th^t  TheCompanion  interests 
alike  each  member  of  the  family. 

Tlie  Prospectus  for  the  volume  of  1895  announces  an 
unusal  arrjiy  of  attractions;  lourtetn  serial  sturiis  a 
wealth  o(  short,  anec<loles,  humorous  sketches,  adven- 
tures, sience  of  hume  articles,  timely  editorials  on  all 
impottant  questions,  and  more  than  two  hundred  origi- 
nat  potmsol  the  hjgliest  class. 

I'ull  Prospectus  and  specimen  copy  sent  free  on  ap- 
plication Price  I1.75  per  \ear.  It  comes  every  week. 
Finely  Illustrated. 

The  youth's  Companion,  Boston,  Mass. 

TREES!     TREES!     TREES' 

P'vergreens.  both  Common  and  Rare  and  Choice  V.t- 
rieties.  Deciduous  Trees.  Ornamfiii^»l  Trees  of  all 
kinds,  Large  Trees  for  P;irk  and  Street  Planting.  Hedge 
and  Bordering  Plants,  Eruit  Trees  and  Plants.  Bud- 
ding Stock  ami  Rout  (.irafts.  Nut  Trees.  Ornamental 
and  Flowering  Sliriibs.  Tree  Seeds.  We  have  a  larger 
assortment  than  any  other  nursery  in  America. 


are  you  in  need  of  any? 

If  so  send  us  a  list  of  what  >nn  wish  to  plant  and  we 
will  quDte  you  lower  prices  than  ever  oflered  you 
before. 

When  you  send  the  list  cut  out  this  advertisement 
and  we  will  send  vou  bv  mail,  post  paid  one  small. 
Evergreen  Tree,"  Free',  or  we  will  tend  twenty  sam- 
ples ot  our  trees.  6  to  10  inches  high.  5  or  6  sorts,  for 
25  Cents  in  stamps.     Write  at  once. 

THE  EVERGREEN  NURSERY  CO., 

Evergreen,  Wis. 

PLiniPCr  PAPTI  8  <;""'"gs,  labled  and  price 
LiiUILl  mU  I  I.  list  for  25  cts.  GLADIOLUS, 
choice  Hybrids,  large  bulbs.  Lenioines.  lo  for  25  cts  : 
French,  large  flowered.  12  for  25  cts  :  Both,  mixed,  la 
for  25  cts  :  Bulblets  100  for  25  cts  GLOXINIAS,  best 
mixed.  2  for  2^  cts  CALLAS.  Liltb'  Gem,  2  for  2.s  cts. 
PRIMCLA  OBCONICA.  2  for  25  cts.  5  collections  lor  }i 
No  stamps  taken.  M.  J.  PECKENS, 

Wayland,  N.  Y. 


"OUT  OF  DOORS  FOR  WOMEN" 

Mrs.  O.  L.  ORCUTT.  Editor, 

Orcutt,  California. 


Seud  10  cents  and  see  Ibis   uiiique  Magazine 
for  yourself. 

^F"If  you  want  itilcrcsting  reading  about  N.\TURAL 
HISTORY  OK  THE  PACIFIC   COAST, 

SUBSCRIBE    TO 

"The  Oregon  Naturalist," 

An  Illustrated  Monthly  .Magazine  devoteil  to  thcStudv 
of  Natural  Historv. 


SUBBSCRIPTION   50  CTS.   PER  YEAR. 


Sample  cojiy  for  siami>    Free  Exchange  lo  Subscribers. 

Address,  D.  n.  averill  &  CO. 

r.  O.  Dox  253.  Portland  Oregon. 
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SUBSCRIBE  TO 


LEMON  OIL 


K.LLs  INSECTS  j  Tlie>KBaltiiiiore^Cactis>j(Joiiriial. 

ON  CACTI.       V 


50  CENTS  PER  YEAR. 


FOR  SAI-E  BY 

Edwin  A.  Seidewitz, 


-ii!& 
<?i^ 


ALL 

GARDEN 

REQUISITES, 


HHE  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  SOCIETY. 

?  Organized  iSSy.     ^l^     Incorporated  1S90. 

y  A  C  T  I  V  E     M  E  M  B  H  R  S  H  I  P. 

L  Entrance  fee,  $i  oo 

w.  Dues,    f3  00   per   year. 


36    "WEST   LEXINGTON    STREET,      I   Honorary  Meniber.ship  Fee,   I5.00   per  year. 

W  HRRD.  W.  L.^NTZ,  Sechktary, 


BALTIMORE,  MD. 


i 


>! .  Pori'LKTON  Street, 

Baltimork,  Md. 


1797. 


Balximore^centennial. 

Exposition  from  May  15th  to  November  1.5th,  1897. 


1897. 


Population  verging  on  600,000 

Nearly  100.000  Increase  in  Four  Years. 

$6?,oco,ooo  Manufacturing  Increase. 

275  Miles   Electric   and   Cable  Street  Car   Lines. 

100,000  Busy  People  in  Factories  alone 

$41,000,000  in  Savings  Banks. 

$40,000,000  Annually  Paid  Out  in  Factories  Alone. 

Oyster  Product  over  11,000,000  Bushels   Atmualiy. 

Twenty  Liues  of  Ocean  Steamers. 

Seat  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  &  Woman's 

College. 

Seat  of  the  Roman    Catholic   Hierarchy. 

Seat  of  Peabody  Institute, 

Educational  Institutions  and  Libraries  Unsurpassed 

the  United  States. 

Strongest  Banks  in  the  World. 

ANDTHEHOMEOFTHEON 


Best  and  Biggest  Harbor. 

Most  Beautiful  Parks  in  the  Country. 

Perfect  Hospitals. 

On  all  Southern.  Western  and  P^astern  Trunk   Lines 

SecOTid  Largest  Grain  Shiptnents  in  America. 

P'inest  Manufacturing  Facilities  in  the  World. 

Largest  Number  of  Savings  Institution  in  America. 

Supply  Depot  for  and  Natural  Outlet  to  the  Entire 

South. 

Natural  Outlet  for  Trans  Atlantic  Exports 

Inexhaustible  and  Best  Water  Supply  in  America. 

Surrounded  by  Richest  Farming  Country  E;^st  of 

the  Alleghanies. 
Most  Extensive  C:  nning  Industries  in  the  World. 

Breweries  and  Distilleries  Equal  to  any  in  the 
United  States. 

LY  CACTUS  JOURNAL  IN  THE  U.S 


ENGKA-VING 

m  ^  IIj  ^  ^ 

LANTZ  &  ARNOLD, 


BINDING 


f 

Book  and  Job  Printers,  i 

^ 

f 

Trial  Collection.  Blooming  Size  Cacti.  ^ 

Si  00   1 

30c  :ill  by  fxp    ^\  00.     Sample,  i.sc,  '5  va-  £{ 

Satisfaction    Guaranteed.      Give    me  a  ^ 

irge  Specimen  Cacti    at  half  price      K    t 

exeusis,    Horizonthalonius.     K.   C     Con-  | 


213  E.  Lombard  Street, 

BALTinORE,  HD. 

Eslimates  Furnished.         Horticultural  Cuts, 

PRINTERS  OF  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 


C.  Colubnnus  i.sc  ;    C    Grandiflorus  (cut)  15c  ;    E.  Sin 
soni,    20c  ,    E     Texensis.    .^o ;    E.    C.    Caespitosus, 
M   Applanata,  25c     All  jipd    wiili  guide  lo  culture,  Si  00 
Blood  C:iclus,  y<c  nil  by  exp   $1  00.     Sample.  1 
neties    $1  00.       '         '       ' 
trial.    Some  large 
Wizllzenii.    Tex 

glomeratus,  etc.    Never  so  cheap. 
CURT.  K.  PLUMB,  "Cactus  Crank,"  MILTON,  WIS. 


RAhE  CACTI  AND  MEXICAN  PLANTS. 

Specimen  Plants  of  tall  Kro\ving  Cereus  and    other  va- 
rieties constantly  on  hand  ;  also  CACTI  SEEDS  in 
great  variety. 
Received  hight-st  award  at  World's  Fair,   Chicago,  '93. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  I'ree. 

Coiltctor  &  Dealer, 


ANNA  B.  NICKELS 


Laredo, 


Texas. 
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THE  CALIFORNIA  CACTUS  CO. 

OlTers  tlie  fi>IlowiJig  ii^ew   ami  r;ue  plants, 

OPUNTIA  DAVISII,  new.  Very  long.  pi:re  while 

spines  in  paper  ilieath.      ...  50 

OPUNTIA   ENOELMANl  var  OCCIDKNTA  I.IS. 
A  litlle  known  form  with  6ne  spine?,  flo\\er 
and  fruit,  .....  25 

AI,<il':  DECIPIENS.    One  of  the  best  of  the 

smaller  sorts.     Rare  and  of  fine  liabit  and 
color,  ......        50 

HAWdRTHiA   MARGARITIl-KRA.  (Haworth.) 
A  rare  African  pHnl  of  columnar  prowlh. 
The  leaves  are  covered  with  pearl-iike  pro- 
tuberances, .....      75 

COTVLHUON    (Hcheveria.)     PULVKRULKNTA. 
(Benth  &  Hooki  Large  and    elegant    form. 
Leaves  covered  with  white  powder,      25  lo  50 
COTYLEDON    EDULIS    tBrewer)      The    pretty 

round  leaves  eaten  by  Indians  lor  salad.  25 
COTYLEDON  LANCEOI.ATA.  i  Renlh  &  Hookt  25 
COTYLEDON,  (new  and  un-namedi  olioice  sort.         25 

The  Set  of  Eight  Rare  Sorts  for  S2  GO. 
Address 

CALIFORNIA  CACTUS  CO., 
Soldiers  Home  P.  O., 
Los   Augeles   Co.,  Caliroriii.i. 


Freesia  Refracta  Alba 

From  Seed. 


Very  few  amateurs  are  awate  Ihat  this 
sweetest  ol  liulbnus  plants  is  as  easily  raised 
from  seert  as  almost  any  garden  annual  ; 
tliat  from  seed  planted  al>out  April  ist, 
p'.ants  can  be  had  in  bloom  before  Christ- 
mas; that  plants  Irom  seed  will  giyc  strong- 
er and  liner,  as  well  as  earlier  flowers,  than 
the  imported  bulbs  Per  packet  (about  lyi 
seeds),  15  cents  Cultural  directions  with 
each  packet.  To  any  readers  of  the  Cacti-s 
Journal  however,  who  will  remit  lO  cents 
and  state  that  he  s,iw  this  advertisement  in 
the  Journal,  I  will  send  one  packet  ol  the 
seed  of  Freesia  Refracta  Alha.and  also  mail 
my  new  catalogue  containing  list  of  finest 
imported  and  do  mestiv.  seeds,  bulbs  and 
plants. 

Have  specially  attractive  stock.s  of  Gladi- 
olus and  Montbretias  from  I.emoine  (France) 
Pansy  seed  in  60  varieties,  and  mixtures 
from  Roemer  (Germany);  Aster  seed  (no 
sorts);  finest  selection  liew  Sweet  Teas,  etc. 
New  Kose  "Crimson  Rambler",  the  novelty 
of  the  year 


^ 


Addre.ss  L.   R.   BENEDICT, 

Ei.i.ENviLi.E,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y. 


I,()\I'.I,V 
AMPASa^ 


Write 


ASSORTED 

10  for  50c.  25  for  fi.oo 

Grand  Special  Bargain  Set  JJ 

I  Hiirtiy  Hrjiiigf,    1  raiiipas  I'Iniil, 
I  I'ilrher  I'laiit,  2  V;uiill:i  I'iniits, 

■J  I'.luo  Klas:,  ilrisi  1)  Knlry  I. Hies, 

10  in  all  for  30  cents, 

MAILING    I.I.ST    FREE. 

PAMPAS  GROVE,  Greenland,  Fla. 


THE  ACME  ADJUSTABLE  FANCY 

METAL 
POT  LABEL 

Valuable  for  Conscrvatoiies,  Hxliiliitions, 
Florists.  Store  Windows.  Seed  Paus,  etc. 

Manufact\ircd  from  decorated  tin  and  brass,  of  neat 
ai>pearanct.  will  last  for  years  ;  holds  niovalilc  card 
hoard  for  name  t^f  jilant  always  legible,  protected  from 
moisture  l>y  transparent  Mica  Size  5^4  inches  lonp, 
1  inch  wide.     Seiid  for  descriptive  circular 

Tin  Labels,  price  jier  100,  $1,75  Tin  Labels,  sample 
dozen,  postpaid.  30c.  Brass  Labels,  per  100  J2.25 
Hrass  Labels    sample  d../eu.  p..sliKiid.  35c 

HEBMANN  BOLKEK, 


218  Fulton  St., 


NEW  YORK. 


WILLIAM  TELL,  AUSTIN.  TEXAS. 

FIMO  DIFFKHKNT  CA(  Tl, 

I'RICES  VF.RY  Low.  send  for  Free  catalogue. 

LIVING  ROCK  CACTUS  25  Cents  Each. 

TEXAS  BULBS  Cheap. 

C     EPPLER    &.    SONS, 
CEDAR  &  CYPRESS  WATER  TANKS 

Of  any  capacity,  for  Flotists,  Ganieiiers 

and  Suburban  KesicU-nce.s,  &c. 

Leadenhall  and    Stockholm    Sts., 

BALTIMORE  ,MD. 


Heafl  quarters  forCacti. 


Wholesale 
and  Retail 


1  live  Winn-  liny  Kiuw,  mill  can  fnnilsh  lino  bloom- 
Ins:  plniiis  111  liHli  what  you  pin- tliciso  wlm  Imve  to 
siMliI  so  far  lor  lln>lrsl.  ok 


Jl.ro 
5300 

Is  <>o 


COLLECTIONS. 

No    I  — 12  Nice  Cacti. 
No.  2     25  Larper,  blooniini;  size, 
^*'o   .?— 50  Fincl-nrgc,  for  propanalins: 
^r*'l'lu'se  are  my  si-U'Ctlon,  nnil  as  I  have  spt'cial 
rates  wiili  Kxpress  foiiipaitU'S,  I  can  send 
Ilu-m  at  lialf-prlre. 

SEND   STAMP   FOR    I'RICK-I  1ST. 

Mrs.  MAUD  M.  BRIGGS,  Prop. 
El  Paso,  Texas. 
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Choice  Cutivated  Cacti  Cheap. 

3  large  two  year  oUl  named  cacti,  50  cents. 

3  large  blooming  size  Calla  Bulbs,  50  cents. 
A  fine  named  Kcheveria  with  each  $1  00  order. 
MRS.   M.  K.   PATTERSON, 

GLENDALE,  CAL. 

Chas.  Hamilton,  --'^floristv^ 

'Wiiverlj,  BaUlniorc,  Mil 

Cacti,  Agaves,  Alues,  Gastcrias.  Hawortliias, 
Mesembryamlieimiiiis,  Echeverias.  etc. 
Seedling  Cereus,  fine  plants,  50  to  Ji.oo 

Cereus  Hauiiltonii,  $1  and  upwards 

^llQI^g     CSCti  ^    niake  a  business  of  sup. 

plying:  Choice  Collections 
at  reasonable  prices.  4  sample  plants  for  25  ccnis  in 
stamps. 

MRS.   FRANCES  BRIGHT, 

VAN  RAUB,  TEXAS. 

^o^-f  j  Three  nalive  plants    25    cents.      Silver. 

Native  Crocus— three  for  10  cents. 
Mrs,  ALTA  SCOTT. 
Box  294.  BOULDER.  COLO. 


J.  A.  McDowell  &  co. 

CITY  OF  MEXICO. 
Specialties  in  Cacti  and  Orchids. 


Headquarters  for  E.  McDowellii, (Rebut) 
and  other  novelties  of  merit. 

Send  for  our  price  list  and  one  of  the  foUowing  sample 
collections  prepaia. 

CACTI — 10  for  50c.;   20  for  #1.50;   30  for  f3. oo 

40  for  fs  00,  all  different. 

ORCHIDS— 5  for  |2  50;  10  for  I4.00;  isforfy; 

20  for  $10  ,  splendid  selection. 

Remittances  to  be  made  in  Express  Money  Order  on 

New  York;  amounts  less  than   $2  00  may   be  sent    m 

stamps. 

Address  all  communicalions  to 

J.  A.  Mcdowell  &  co. 

City  of  Mexico,  Mexico. 


RARE  CACTUS  (700  Sorts.) 
BOOK  ON  CACTUS  AND  RARE  PLANTS 

116   PAGES,  FULL  OF   ENGRAVINGS.      10  CENTS. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  Free. 

A.  BLANC  &  CO.,    Fhiladelpbia. 

NEW  AND  EEMARKABLI. 
THE  CALIFORNIA  GRIZZLY  BEAR  CACTUS. 

(Not  >'et  named  by  science,) 
A  plant  rivaling  Pilocereus  Senilis 
in  the  length  and  quantity  of  coarse 
tawny  white  hair,  3  to  5  inches  long, 
covering  the  entire  plant.  Joints  4 
to  6  inches  long,  by  mail $1.50 

Opuntia  Tesselata  Denudata  Cristata. 

A  beautiful  and  curious  form,  50c  to  $15 

Cactns  Radiosus  Alversonii- -Coulter. 

The  "Fox  Tail  Cactus,"  a  very  desira- 
ble Mamillaria,  new,  3  to  8  inches 
high, 75c.  to  $1.50 

Echinocactus  Polyancistrus.  i/^ry  rare  and 

strikingly  hundsonie.  Offered  by  no  other 
dealer  in  the  ivorld—onty  a  few  plants  to  be  had. 
3  to  JO  inches  high,  $^.00  to  $2^  00. 

Photos  of  any  or  all  of  the  above  plants  free  to 
intending  purchasers. 


A.  H.  ALYERSOS, 

CuLLixToK  &  Dealer, 


San  Bernardino, 
California. 

Wholesale  &  Retail. 


CACTI.    *  SUCCULENTS. 


We  have  a  fine  collection  of  novelties  and  rarities 
from  the  South  Coast  California  Islands,  the  Great 
South-west  and  Mexico  ;   besides  many  other  sorts. 

CACTI, 

AGAVES, 

YUCCAS, 

ECHEVERIAS, 

COTYLEDONS, 

.Many  of  these  not  listed  by  any  others  in  the  world. 
Send  for  Price  List. 

LYON   &    COBBE, 

Nurserymen,  Growers  and  Collectors, 

LOS  ANGELES,   CAL. 


^^^SSv^2^^^^!S^^^^^^^l^^^^^^ll^^^^^^>^^.>?^ 
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A  monthly  publication  devoted  to  the  culture  of  Ctcti,  Succulent  andjPx 
other  plants  closely  allied  to  the  Cacti,  of  which  the  Journal  tnake^S 
a  special  stuciy, giving  practical  hints  from  the  best  authorities.       ^^ 


Published    by 

THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL  COMPANY, 

Cffice  1200  Edmondson  Avenue, 

BALTIMORE,   MD. 


A  monthly  publication  devoted  to  the  culture  of  Cacti,  Succulent  and 
other  plants  closely  allied  to  the  Cacti,  of  which  the  Journal  make 
a  special  study,  givlutr  practical  hints  (roni  the  best  authorities. 


Vol.    I. 


BALTIMORE,  MAY,  1895. 


No.  II. 


TEN   FOn     THE    CACTUS    JOUflNAt. 


SPINES  AND  PRICKLES. 

CARP,   CALIFORNIA. 

/^OTYLKDON  Nex.\dEnsi.s  described  by 
^^  me  in  the  Marcli  iiiiiiibcr  of  TnK  Jour- 
nal should  have  re.id  Nkvapensis.  It  is 
ii.Tined  from  the  State  of  Nev.^da,  heiii.t'  found 
there,  and  in  California. 

I  have  a  new  succulent  growing  from  seed 
from  which  I  expedl  ,s;reat  things.  It  is 
SainTpaui.ia  IonANTHA.  The  introducer 
gives  it  as  "cue  of  the  most  distimil  and  valu- 
able novelties  of  late  years."  It  is  from 
Central  Africa,  where  it  grows  in  the  crev- 
ices of  the  rocks.  The  plants  grow  aboul  6 
inches  in  height,  the  flowers  measure  i  V  in. 
in  diameter,  and  resemble  violet  flowers, 
both  in  shape  and  color.  The  leaves  are 
fleshy  and  grow  in  rosette  shape,  and  the 
flowers  are  borne  above  the  foliage  on  slen- 
der stalks  three  to  four  inches  high.  It  is  a 
true  ever  bloomer,  prodifcing  flowers  when 
the  plants  are  but  six  months  old,  continuing 
to  bloom  incessantly."  If  it  is  half  as  good 
as  this,  it  will  be  worth  having. 

Mrs.  Nickels'  new  agave  pleases  me  more 
every  day.  It  think  it  will  j^ow  to  be  half  as 
big  again  as  A.  Victoria.  The  white  slripings 
are  much  more  regular,  wider,  and  t  xaClly 
alike  on    each    leaf,   a  point   the  Vii^^loria  is 


lacking  in.  In  color  should  call  them  a  dull 
French  grey.  Lots  of  people  ask  if  it  is 
"painted"  or  "will  it  rub  off."  Another 
marked  differeuce  which  she  does  not  men- 
tion is  that  the  white  marginal  stripe 
parts  from  the  leaf  when  half  way  up, 
and  stands  up  by  itself,  a  siraight,  flat 
spine  like  substance.  In  this  respetl  it  re- 
sembles that  very  rare  Agave  vestita,  in 
which  however  the  margin  is  a  thread-like 
formation,  and  is  curly,  hanging  downward. 
So  also  does  A.  Schotti  ;  but  in  this  plant  it 
stands  up  a  little  way  from  the  leaf,  stiff  and 
wiry.  The  terminal  spines  in  this  plant  are 
of  a  charcoal  black,  Instcrless,  and  consists 
of  one  long  one  with  three  smaller  ones-  at 
the  angles,  but  all  united  in  one  base,  and 
all  the  same  color.  I  have  had  several  chan- 
ces to  sell  it,  but  1  tell  people  it  stands  there 
on  the  bench  as  a  nionunient  of  a  woman's 
pluck,  and  tell  them  wjio  has  got  tnore.  An- 
other plant  that  is  not  as  well  known  as  it 
ought  to  be  has  been  received  this  month  in 
quantity  from  my  Florida  friends  Reasoner 
Brothers,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Hoyt.  I  refer  to 
Ccrens  splcndcns,  and  rightly  is  it  named.  1 
am  glad  something  escaped  the  blizzard  down 
there.  Were  Carp  of  the  feminine  pcrsua.'-ion 
he  would  say  its  shade  of  green  was  alto- 
geiher  too  lovely.  But  it  is  grand,  and  such  a 
straight  fine  grower  loo.     Those  who  try  it, 
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will  want  more  tlmn  one.  It  is  a  night 
bloonicv  with  large  creaniy-whitc  flowers.  It 
is  called  the  "Candle  Ca<5lus,"  and  comes 
from  the  South  Florida  Keys  or  Islands. 
With  this  lot  came  also  Cereus  Monoclonus 
which  I  like  but  not  so  much.  It  is  a  stouter 
grower,  more  ribs  and  sometimes  reache.s  up 
to  20  feet.  White  flowers  opeu  in  the  night 
and  fruit  somewhat  like  an  orange.  There 
was  also  a  lot  Opuntias  but  nothing  new  or 
very  desirable.  Among  my  Cotyledons  there 
is  a  plant  in  open  ground  that  is  now  (March 
i6th)  just  ready  to  open.  It  is  a  C.  Lin- 
earis, and  it  has  five  (5)  flower  stalks  loaded 
down  with  buds.  The  other  sorts  are  about 
a  week  or  two  behiud  it.  No  frost  to  hurt 
any  thing  here  yet. 

I  saw  a  letter  from  Dr.  T,.  with  reference  to 
the  number  of  species  of  Auhalonium,  and  I 
also  note  Mrs.  Nickels  note  on  the  matter. 
I  entirely  agree  %vith  the  Doctor  when  he 
says  the  tendency  to  revise  and  rearange  the 
nomenclature  of  plants  every  few  years  has 
become  a  regular  nuisance.  The  Doctor's 
authority  was  Hemming  and  Forster,  (C.  K. 
Forster's  Hand  Buck  der  Cacleen  kimde.) 
This  authority  is  good  but  ancient,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  at  all  that  Williamsii  and  Lewinii 
are  structurally  different  from  Prismaticum 
and  Fissuratum  that  they  will  not  again  be 
classed  with  them  We  would  be  glad  to  hear 
again  from  the  Doftor.  The  following  note 
may  be  of  interest.  : 

"In  the  year  1790,  Wildenow  in  his  'Spe- 
cies Plantavum'  makes  mention  of  twenty- 
nine  kinds  of  Caftuses  and  in  1846  over  800  va- 
rieties were  recognized,  and  grown  in  hot- 
houses. It  is  estimated  that  fully  2000  are 
now  known.  Forster  says  they  stretch, 
roughly  speaking,  over  95°  of  latitude.  Had 
not  the  old  records  in  Nicaragua  and  other 
parts  of  Central  and  South  America  been  de- 
stroyed by  fanatical  Monks,  we  would  learn 
much  about  the  cattus  in  those  countries.  We 
know,  however,  that  there  were  feasts  for 
the  greater  as  well  as  the  lesser  divinities 
during  the  year,  and  at  these  feasts  they 
burned  the  Caftus  Opunlia  in  the  temple  of 
their  Idols,  and  that  it  (the  caflus)  entered 
largely  into  their  religious  ceremonies  as 
well   as   being  used  as  medicine." 

The  article  on  Cactus  Spine,  in  last  issue, 
by  O.  S.  S.,  is  very  interesting  and  we  trust 
the  gentleman  will  favor  us  again. 

Someone  says  (the  article  was  not  signed) 
that  Pelecyphora  Aselliformis  is  the  only 
member  of  the  species.  There  is  another;  it 


is  I'elecyphora  Peflinata  and  is  well  known. 
We  all  of  us  sTrnpathii-.e  with  Mrs.  Dan. 
Morgan  Smith  in  the  loss  of  so  many  beauti- 
ful plants,  but  she  must  pluck  up  courage 
and  begin  again.  If  the  lady  will  send  her 
address  to  the  Editor  for  Carp,  she  will,  as  the 
advertisements  have  it  "hear  of  something 
to  her  advantage."  Perhaps  others  of  our 
readers  will  kindly  remember  those  whohave 
lost  all  their  pets,  a  few  old  plants  and  a 
generous  supply  cuttings  would  no  doubt  be 
appreciated  in  many  cases.  Nor  would  it 
hurt  the  dealers  any  in  the  long  run,  for  by 
such  timely  help,  we  would  keep  them  in  the 
ranks,  and  prevent  any  backsliding — we  are 
all  brothers  after  all. 

■'Were  I  ill  churchless  solitudes  remaining;, 
Far  from  all  voice  of  teachers  and  divines, v 

My  soul  would  find  in  flowers  of  God's  ordaining, 
Priests,  sermons,  shrines  !  " 

Horace  Smith. 


My  list  of  new  and  rare  plants  this  month 
is  almost  loo  large  for  one  article,  but  I  will 
notice  all  I  can,  and  leave  some  for  next 
month. 

Mess.  J.  A.  McDowell  &  Co.  sent  me  two 
rare  agaves,  if  they  are  not  new  ones.  The 
first  was  too  young  a  plant  to  describe  fully. 
It  was  not  unlike  A.  Parryi.or  Deserti, having 
the  same  glaucous  color  and  habit  of  growth. 
The  terminal  spine  is  very  long,  of  a  reddish 
brown  color,  and  the  lateral  spines  are  small 
and  few,  and  much  the  same  color  as  the  leaf. 
The  other  agave  sent  is  a  beauty.  Mr.  Mc 
Dowell  informs  me  that  he  has  had  calls  for 
it  several  times,  but  does  not  know  its  name. 
The  leaves  are  long  and  narrow,  of  upright 
growth,  with  a  broad  yellow  stripe  in  the 
middle  of  the  leaf,  occupying  about  one  third 
of  the  width.  The  reader  may  have  gazed 
with  amazement,  not  unmixed  with  awe,  at 
the  marvelous,  not'to  say  impossible  combi- 
nations and  shades  of  color  to  be  seen  in  the 
ordinary  vegetable  chromo.  Carp  never  ex- 
peiled  to  live  long  enough  to  see  those  colors 
in  nature,  but  he  has  found  them.  The  yel- 
low is  the  sqnash  color,  and  the  balance  is 
like  some  of  those  wonderful  peas  or  beans. 
And  to  add  to  that,  it  has  the  appearance  of 
having  been  varnished.  It  makes  me  think 
of  that  wonderful  Noah's  ark  I  once  had  with 
its  sticky  animals.  But  the  effeft  is  not  un- 
pleasant, and  the  habit  of  growth  is  like  A. 
Lechuguilla,  the  "Ixle  plant,"  but  the  strip- 
ing is  much  plainer,  and  more  handsome.  I 
like   it  so   well    that   another    was    at   once 
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ordered  for  a  friend.  Next  moiuli  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  give  its  name  and  a  brief  botanical 
description.  It  is  a  plant  that  wonld  make  a 
striking  addition  to  any  colleflion.  I  take  it 
that  it  is  a  scnii  dwarf,  and  wonld  not  grow- 
too  large  for  amateurs.  I  would  add  tliat  it 
flowers  when  quite  small,  and  its  fine  large 
spike  of  bloom  rivals  A.  Victoria.  I'rom  the 
same  collctlor  conies  his  Mamii.i.Aria  No. 
8i,  which  it  seems  probable  will  be  named 
BarcRniana,  in  honor  of  Seizor  Barcena,  an 
eminent  Mexican  scientist.  It  makes  one 
think  of  M.  lasiacantha  pluniosa.  Its  growth 
however  is  upright,  with  a  rounding  top,  and 
the  tubercles  are  farther  apart  than  in  the 
latter  named  plant.  The  pure  white  feathery 
lateral  spines,  there  are  no  principals,  are 
however  much  few^er  in  number  than  in  Las- 
iacantha permitting  a  glimpse  of  the  tuber- 
cles here  and  there.  It  is  a  rarely  attractive 
plant  and  worthy  of  the  honor  likely  to  be 
bestowed  upon  it  by  its  name.  McDowell 
also  sends  out  EchinocActijs  Troli.iktti, 
(Rebul)  which  has  been  briefly  deserib(-d  as 
egg  .-ihaped,  very  symmetrical,  with  dark 
spines  lying  close  to  the  plant.  Flowers 
chocolate  and  yellow.  The  plant  will  be 
noticed  more  fully  again. 

Messrs.  Lyon  &  Cobbe,  of  Los  Angeles, 
Cal.,  always  aheast  of  the  times  with  novel- 
ties, are  out  with  a  neat  new  Cactus  Cata- 
logues, adorned  with  two  fine  cuts  (from 
photograiihs)  one  of  Ccreus  Mojavensis, 
showing  a  cluster  over  two  feet  in  diameter, 
and  the  other  a  fine  plant  of  Pilocereus  Sar 
gentiauHS  with  its  curious  wavy  brown  hair. 
This  firm  nifer  some  fine  monstrosities  and 
cristatas  tor  those  who  like  them,  and  the 
following  (among  many  other)  new  or  rare 
sorts  : 

MAMII.I.ARIA  No.  302,  a  new  variety  of  the 
Heyderi  section,  somewhat  similar  to  M. 
Hemispluerica.  A  more  pleasing  shade  of 
color  than  Applanata.  This  plant  I  saw, 
coveted,  and  bought  at  once. 

MAMII.I.ARIA  CrucigerA  is  a  very  pretty 
specie  and  very  rare,  somewhat  likeM.  Rho- 
dodantha  sulpheospina  ;  four  central  spines 
strongly  marked. 

OriTNTiA  Dui.cis,  the  "dinner  plate"  is  a 
very  large,  round,  heavy  specimen  of  the 
flat-jointed  plat  opuntia  section.  Mv  plant 
is  much  liked  by  visitors. 

Oi'i'NTiA  NiTiDA  is  a  very  thin  delicate 
green,  nearly  spineless  plant  of  much  ele- 
gance. In  agaves  they  offei  Espadii.i.a,  the 
•'sword  agave"  a  tall,  slim  grower,  and  Mi- 
CRACANTHA,  a  clear  sea  green  with  numerous 


diminutive  spines    Koth  these  are  handsome 
and  desirable. 

Mr.  Alverson  of  San  Bernardino  has  made 
a  wonderful  "find",  as  he  has  run  across  a 
/>«>(•/)■  -cinlespined  "Hermit  cactus"  (E.  Po- 
i.vANCisTRUS.)  Do  not  all  speak  at  once, 
please,  for  this  is  believed  to  be  the  only  one 
known  so  far.  At  any  rate  it  is  as  rare  as  it 
is  handsome,  and  Carp  is  only  sorry  he  can 
not  own  it  — which  is  a  hint  as  to  its  price. 

The  same  venturesome  collector  is  intro- 
ducing a  purely  wliitespined  form  ofOPliN- 
n  A  EcHiNocARPA  (Albispina  ?)  which  is  very 
handsome,  and  almost  z.'?.  good  a  plant  as  O. 
Davisii.  It  comes  in  heavy  bushy  tops  with 
\\  wilderness  of  silvery  white  spines  in  paper 
sluath.  A  striking  plant  as  an  offset  to 
others. 

Mrs.  Nickels  has  been  very  busy,  and  both 
herself  and  her  sou  have  been  collecting. 
Her  new  agave  which  resembles  A.  Victoria, 
has  been  photographed,  and  may  be  named 
A.  Nickelsii.  She  has  five  or  six  new  agaves 
which  will  be  mentioned  later,  as  well  as 
other  plants.  She  has  been  especially  suc- 
cessful in  finding  fine  specimens  of  A.  Noah, 
A.  Nylonicautha  and  A.  Vii.^loria. 

Mr.  James  H.  Denham,  the  well-known 
seedsman  of  Los  Angeles  has  built  a  large 
fine  greenhouse,  (light  and  airy  as  it  should 
be,)  for  cactuses,  and  received  a  large  stock 
mainly  from  Mexico.  He  has  always  handled 
cat-tuses,  but  not  before  plunged  so  "heavily" 
Locally  he  is  known  as  the  "Calla  King.'' 

I  understand  Mr.  Rlanc  has  some  new  sorts, 
but  have  not  the  particulars.  Why  does  he 
not  write  for  the  Journal  ? 

And  last  but  I  hope  not  least,  Carp  has  a 
wonderful  Cereus  that  will  create  an  excite- 
ment, but  as  it  will  not  be  on  the  maiket 
before  '96  it  will  not  be  described.  It  is  be- 
lieved to  be  novel  and  unique. 

Cactus  Directory. 

Ciimprisiiip  both  the  botanical  and  pupiil.Ti   nanics 
of  some  ut  otir  most  cotnnioii  varieties. 

-  c- 

Cercus  flagelliformis,  (Rat  tail  cactus.) 
Cereus   flagelliformis   cristata,    (Elk-horn 

cactus.) 
Cereus  grandiflorus.    (Night  blooming  cereus 

or  Queen  of  Night.) 
Cereus   Peruvianus   monstrosus,    (Hock   of 

Ages.) 
Cereus  splendens,  I  Caudle  cactus.) 
Cereus  triangularis,  (Strawberry  Pear.) 
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THE  CACTUS  MAN. 


We  have  a  little  Caclus  man, 
Clothed  in  green,  all  spick  and  span  ; 
He  has  no  bootb  that  we  can  see, 
But  stands  upon  his  dignity. 

Presented  by  a  worthy  friend, 
Surrounded  by  a  thorny  band  ; 
He  came  to  us  in  earlj'  youth, 
Opuntia,  his  name,  forsooth. 

His  raiment,  green  from  head  to  toe. 
The  mealy  bug  his  only  foe, 
His  ills  are  fewer,  thus  you  see 
Than  mortals  such  as  you  and  me. 

Long  live  our  little  cactus  man, 
Clothed  in  green,  all  spick  and  span 
We  trust  he  will  a  credit  be 
In  company  with  Senilis  P. 
Norristown,  Pa.  Stony  Creekum  DiguI'um, 


WHITTEN   FOn     THE    CACTUS    JOURNAL. 

A  SUCCULENT  SUBJECT. 

E.    M.   L.,   CALIFORNIA. 

SPv  n  U  M  S  ,  generally  known  as  "stoue 
crops,"  are  curious  little  plants  suitable 
for  rock  work  Most  varieties  grow  pros- 
trate, and  soon  form  dense  mats  ;  the  differ-- 
ent  varieties  planted  to  form  some  design  or 
pattern  produce  a  charming  effefl,  thriving 
as  they  do,  in  the  hottest  sunshine.  The 
genus  is  a  large  one,  and  the  leaves  in  most 
varieties  are  thick  and  succulent  and  well 
calculated  to  resist  the  heat  and  dryness  of 
the  atmosphere.  The  plants  present  a  !;reat 
variety  of  forms,  so  great  a  variety  in  their 
habit  of  growth,  in  the  forms  and  colors  of 
their  leaves,  that  a  coUeiJlion  cannot  fail  to 
be  interesting  and  even  beautiful.  Those  so 
situated  that  they  cannot  hope  to  produce 
flowers  in  winter  will  find  sedums  well  suited 
to  their  purpose,  as  they  will  endure  neglei5t 
and  drought,  and  considerable  cold.  The 
blossoms  of  most  varieties  are  small  and  in- 
conspicuous, and  they  are  mostly  cultivated 


for  the  beauty  of  their  foliage.  They  thrive 
best  in  light  sandy  soil,  and  do  not  require 
much  water.  A  brief  description  of  a  few  va- 
rieties may  prove  of  interest. 

Sedum  Seif.oldi  is  a  beautiful  little  plant 
vi-itli  thick  round  leaves,  daintily  scalloped, 
of  a  bluish  green  color,  its  varying  form  has 
a  large  pale  yellow  spot  in  the  centre  of  each 
leaf.  The  blossoms  are  in  large  airy  clusters 
of  a  rose  color.  A  charming  plant  for  hang- 
ing baskets. 

SedumSpectabileis  a  herbaceous  variety, 
and  forms  large  showy  clumps  with  broad 
leaves  and  stems  of  a  fresh  silvery  green. 

SEdum  Spectabile  Variegata  is  abeauli- 
fiil  plant,  in  habit  like  the  former  and  with 
golden  yellow  varieg.ilion. 

Sedum  RupesTre  has  long,  flat,  verj'  nar- 
row leaves,  always  of  a  dark  glossy  green,  its 
variegated  form  is  finely  margined  with 
creamy  white,  while  the  young  growth  is 
tinged  with  pink.     Very  pretty  for  edgings. 

Sedum  Spathulifolium,  the  "spatula- 
leaved  stoue  crop,"  (so  called  from  the  form 
of  its  leaves,)  has  thick  fleshy  leaves,  dark 
green  in  color,  with  edges  and  stems  tinged 
red.  Its  prostrate  stems  cling  to  the  soil,  and 
its  minute  leaves  form  numerous  rosettes.  In 
pot  culture  its  leaves  and  criss-cross  branches 
lying  in  all  direftions,  soon  cover  the  surface, 
and  its  manner  of  branching  makes  it  a  very 
interesting  little  plant.  This  is  a  native  to  Ore- 
gon aud  Washington,  and  is  as  pretty  a  little 
gem  as  its  exotic  cousins.  Another  native 
variety  is  called  the  "Mossy  Sedum."  It  has 
mossv  stems  and  the  very  tiniest  of  leaves,  of 
a  fresh  green  color. 

The  "Blue  Sedum"  has  very  small  rosulate 
leaves  of  a  pale  pubescent  blue,  and  cute 
little  white  flowers,  that  seem  ready  to  van- 
ish in  a  moment.  These  two  varieties  form  a 
beautiful  contrast  for  a  hanging  basket.  The}' 
are  so  branched  up  and  down .  left  and  right, 
in  a  bewildcring.manner,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  tell  where  the  main  stem  is. 

Sedum  AriEntiena  is  of  a  shrubby  char- 
a6ter,;  and  thick  evergreen  foliage,  with 
bright  yellow  flowers  borne  in  large  flat 
heads. 

Sedum  MaximowiEZii  is  similar,  with  fo- 
liage much  dentated  at  the  margin, 

Sedums  Purpurescens,  AtrcpurpurEum, 
Anacampsroseros,  and  Kamtschaticum 
are  other  varieties  with  unpronouncable 
names,  and  in  this  respec5t  they  might  claim 
kinship  to  cafti. 

Sedums  are  easily  propagated  from  stem 
or  leaf  cuttings,  and  from  seeds.   The  smalles 
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piece  if  laid  upon  soil,  soou  form  roots  re- 
quiring very  little  soil,  and  will  grow  almost 
on  the  surface  of  rocks.  A  fantastically 
shaped  log  forms  an  unique  receptacle  for 
growing  several  varieties.  This  log  is  hollow 
about  five  feet  long.  It  curves  upwards  to- 
ward the  center,  forming  two  standards  or 
feet  at  the  ends  In  the  center,  for  the  length 
of  two,  and  breadth  of  one  foot,  I  had  a 
square  opening  .«awed  and  filled  with  earth. 
Here  many  varieties  of  Sedums  run  riot.  In 
the  circular  openings  at  opposite  ends  more 
sedums  trail  and  climb  in  charming  confu- 
sion over  each  other,  and  the  grey  bark 
forming  a  lovely  contrast  of  colors.  It  is  a 
beautiful  object  at  all  times,  as  ihe  sedum.s 
are  hardy  here 

These  old  hollow  stumps  are  excellent  lo 
grow  ferns  to  perfection  in.  They  retain 
the  moisture  so  long,  even  in  summer  ;  and 
the  decayed  wood  is  food  for  the  roots,  caus- 
ing a  luxuriant  growth  of  leaves. 


WRITTEN  FOR  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 


HOW  TO  POT  PLANTS. 


M.\LTlMOKi:. 


F^IRST  of  all  pots  must  be  clean,  not  only 
'  clean,  but  thoroughly  dry.  If  old  pots 
are  used  they  must  be  washed  beforehand, 
and  not  at  the  lime  of  using  ;  even  the  crocks 
or  broken  bits  to  be  used  for  drainage  must 
be  clean  and  dry. 

Broken  oyster  shells  ate  very  good  for 
drainage,  not  only  because  they  are  clean, 
but  because  some  of  their  cou.stituent  parts 
arc  wholesome  for  the  roots 

The  soil  must  be  pure  and  sweet,  neither 
too  moist  or  too  dry.  It  is  just  right  if  you 
can  take  up  a  handful,  sc|uecze  it,  find  it 
stick  together  fi)r  a  moment  and  then  fall 
apart. 

In  potting  ordinary  plants  use  one  large 
crock  lo  cover  the  hole,  several  smaller 
ones  around  it  and  add  a  layer  of  small 
pieces  above  (hat. 

When  ))rcparing  pots  for  sowing  seed  or  for 
cuttings,  fill  them  quite  half  full  of  drainage. 
If  possible,  put  a  ihin  layer  of  moss  or  old 
hops  over  the  crocks  to  prevent  the  soil  from 
washing  down  from  between  the  crocks  and 
clogging  up  the  drainage. 

If  you  are  repotting  an  old  plant,  turn  it 
out  upon  the  hand,  brush  away  any  bits  of 
the  old  crocks  that  adhere  to  the  roots,  all 
the  loose  soil  and  dead  bits  of  roots,  or  cut 
away  such  as  are  broken    or  bruised.     Have 


the  new  pots  ready  with  plenty  of  drainage 
in  it,  hold  the  plant  in  centre,  and  fill  in 
with  fresh  soil  ;  press  this  quite  firm  \vith 
your  fiugers,  or  with  a  flat  piece  of  wood. 
Water  the  plant  with  a  fine  hose  to  settle  the 
soil  and  do  this  for  the  next  few  limes  of 
watering  rather  than  use  the  spout  of  the 
watering  can.  Most  plants  alter  repotting 
should  be  kept  in  a  warm,  close  place,  and 
be  shaded  from  the  sun  for  a  few  days. 

Hard  wooded  plants  need  the  soil  pressed 
much  closer  than  soft  wooded  ones.  By  hard 
wooded  plants  are  meant  such  as  azaleas, 
rhododendron,  canielias,  abutilons  etc.,  they 
absorb  water  slowly,  and  this  is  why  their 
soil  must  be  pressed  so  firmly,  that  the  water 
may  percolate  slowly.  A  well  potted  azalea, 
for  instance,  has  its  soil  nearly  as  hard  as  a 
high  road,  it  is  also  quite  flat  at  the  top,  so 
that  the  water  may  lie  there  and  soak  in 
gr.idually. 

Soft  wooded  plants,  on  the  contrary,  should 
have  the  soil  less  firm,  and  sloped,  the  high- 
est part  from  the  "collar"  (or  point  where  the 
stem  enters  the  soil)  and  the  lowest  at  the 
sides  of  the  pot,  that  the  water  may  run  ofT 
easily  and  down  the  edge  of  the  soil,  because 
if  the  water  lays  about  the  collar  of  the  plant 
it  will  cause  it  to  rot.  A  common  mistake 
willi  beginners  is  the  "over  potting,"  which 
means  using  pots  several  sizes  too  large,  and 
the  plants  in  such  large  pot  are  generally 
over  watered.  Bulbs  require  a  firm  potting 
with  plentv  of  sand  in  the  soil.' 


WRITTEN  FOR    THE    CACTUS   JOURNAL. 


ANHALONIUM  FISSURATUM. 


^T^HIIjE  some  writers  claim   that   Anhal- 
^~     onium    fi^suratum,   "Living  Rock,''  is 
easily   grown,    I   think   they  are  more  diffi- 
cult to  grow  than  many  other  vatieties. 

When  trimming  off  the  dried  tubercles, 
care  should  betaken  in  cutting  them  off,  that 
the  operator  does  not  cut  too  close  to  the  body 
of  the  plant,  or  that  there  is  no  life  in  the 
tubercles.  If  trimmed  too  close  the  plant 
will  bleed,  or  in  other  words  a  milky  sub 
stance  will  ooze  out,  which  will  cause  the 
plant  to  decay  and  die. 

It  requires  very  little  water,  once  a  mouth 
if  in  a  partly  shaded  place,  will  do,  and  then 
on  the  soil  rather  than  on  the  plant.  When 
they  die,  they  usually  become  hollow  and 
brittle.  They  grow  slow,  and  should  be  pot- 
ted in  very  sandy  or  gravelly  soil. 
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SPRING  HINTS. 

PILO   C,    PENNA. 

After  a  severe  and  dreary  Winter, 

We  are  glad  to  see  Spring:  ^t  last  ; 

As  our  cactus  plants  show  signs  of  growing, 

Looking  much  better  than  the  year  past. 

They  have  passed  through  a  blizzard  season. 
The  loss  from  frost— of  course  a  few  ; 
But  then  this  is  to  be  expected. 
This  makes  business  for  dealers  too. 

Price-lists  from  the  Journal's  advertisers. 
I  hope  have  been  received  by  all  ; 
And  that  they  have  carefully  noticed 
The  prices  of  plants,  both  large  and  small. 

This  will  surely  then  make  us  all  hopeful. 
That  it  won't  cost  so  much  to  get 
Equally  as  fine  plants  as  the  others, 
That  decayed— from  tot)  much  wet. 

For  this  we  can  thank  the  B.  C.  Journal, 
It's  "ad"  columns  throwint^  some  light ; 
So  that  now  we  all  can  place  our  orders 
Where  prices  and  quality  are  right. 

Our  collections  would  have  been  finer 
Had  this  been  in  the  days  gone  bye  ; 
The  loss  of  choice  plants  never  replaced, 
Because  the  price  of  them  was  high. 


OUR    MEXICO  LETTER. 

J.  A.  MC  nOWELL,  MEXICO. 

WHILE  having  my  quarters  at  Jalapa, 
that  beautiful  "city  of  flowers",  1  had 
occasion  to  make  three  expeditions  to  the 
Mai  Pais,  or  "bad  couutr)-."  This  is  a  streak 
of  volcanic  eruptions  about  fifty  miles  long, 
which  descends  from  the  extinct  volcano  of 
Perote,  over  4,000  meters  above  sea  level, 
down  under  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
In  search  of  Lielia  Auceps,  I  made  my  first 
trip  in  December,  my  two  guides  keeping 
ahead  of  me  on  a  trot,  out-distancing  the 
slow  walk  of  my  horse.  We  had  not  gone 
many  miles  when  I  stopped  at  a  small  haci- 
enda to  make  inquiries  in  my  line,  when  to 
my  delight  I  was  pointed  in  the  distance, 
over  one  hundred  yards  a  L;elia  in  bloom 
which  could  be  easily  distinguished  waviug 
its  grand  aristocratic  spike  iu  the  glorious 
rays  of  the  tropical  Sun.  What  would  most 
have  attracted  the  attention  of  an  amateur 
cultivator  of  Orchids  would  have  been  to  see 
the  plant  thriving  on  the  bark  of  a  dead 
tree  and  without  any  shade  protection  what- 
ever. 

What  would   think   so   many  admirers   of 
this  class  of  plants,  that  are  under  the  im- 


pression that  Orchids  require  a  "scientific 
cultivation"  had  they  seeu  what  soon  ap- 
peared in  view?  Descending  the  steep 
cuesta  de  valle  about  1,000  feet,  were  soon 
on  the  volcanic  rocks  of  the  bad  country  in 
the  midst  of  Cafti  and  Orchids— the  first 
such  scene  that  I  have  met — both  plants 
flourishing  side  by  side. 

Laelia  Anceps  was  quite  abundant  ;  mostly 
growing  on  the  bare  rocks  and  displaying 
their  magnificent  blooms  of  the  season 
which  last  three  to  five  weeks  open.  Ly- 
caste  Aromatica,  Kpidendrum  Cochleatum 
and  other  varieties  of  lesser  merit  also  flour- 
ish near  the  beautiful  ni'amillanas  peculiar 
to  the  region,  while  here  and  there  stands 
majestically  the  solemn  looking  Pilocereus 
Fossulalus  with  its  gray  head  several  feet 
high  as  if  keeping  guard  over  that  lonesome 
country. 

What  I  was  greatly  pleased  to  observe  is 
how  each  family  of  plants  looks  for  its  own 
convenient  habitat.  Those  that  require 
partial  shade  hide  in  the  crevices  of  the 
.stones  while  the  sun-loving  caftacea  adhere 
to  the  bare  rocks  and  stand  the  heavy  rain 
fall  cif  the  region.  So  much  for  my  prelimi- 
nary expedition  ;  my  second  trip  was  made 
in  a  different  direction,  finding  there  below 
the  Cuesta  de  Don  Lino  about  the  same 
vegetation  ;  but  my  third  trip  was  more 
adventurous. 

I  had  received  an  order  for  P.  Fossulalus 
aud  a  Mamillaria,  which  name  I  cannot  state 
as  probably  it  is  not  fully  determined.  I 
arrived  with  my  men  at  the  "bad  country" 
at  about  11  a  ni.  The  March  sun  was  quite 
scorching  and  "tepache,"  a  refreshing  drink, 
had  been  taken  for  the  journey,  but  the 
quantity  proved  insufficient  and  we  suffered 
great  thirst  ;  but  once  iu  we  had  to  make 
the  best  we  could.  I  have  stood  well  the 
summer  heats  in  our  northern  frontier  but 
the  temperature  where  I  was,  seemed  to  be 
increased  on  account  of  the  reflecting  action 
of  the  volcanic  rocks,  and  as  there  was  uo 
breeze  at  all  felt  iu  this  horrid  hole,  our  situa- 
tion at  mid  day  was  almost  unbearable,  and 
I  feared  a  case  of  sun-stroke.  The  surface 
was  so  broken  as  to  make  walking  very  diflS- 
cult  aud  dangerous  ;  a  great  surprise  I  felt 
when  one  of  my  men  in  front  suddenly  seem 
to  disappear— he  had  only  fallen  in  a  hole 
covered  with  dry  leaves,  and  the  same  oc- 
curreuce  happened  to  me  soon  after.  We 
made  a  bad  day's  work,  the  collecting  had 
to    be   continued    and   yet   the   burdensome 
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task  of  carrying  the  cases   of  plauts  011   the 
back  of  men  for  several  miles. 

One  of  my  men  brought  me  a  handsome 
spike  of  Laelia  Anceps  in  bloom,  and  regret 
that  I  did  not  see  the  plant  growing,  so  as  to 
describe  its  situation  and  more  or  less  ac- 
count for  its  late  blooming,  as  it  is  known 
that  this  beautiful  Orchid  blooms  only  from 
November  to  January,  and  nature  can  teach 
much  yet  in  regard  to  hastening  or  retard- 
ing the  flowering  period  of  plants. 


4ITTtN  FOR    THE   CACTUS   JOUHNAL. 


PHYLL0CACTU5    LATIFRONS. 


CERKVS,    MD. 


'TpHIS  finest  of  all  Phyllos.,  commonly 
'  known  as  "Queen  Cattus"  is  oue  that 
even  the  person  who  profcs.ses  to  despise 
eartuscs,  will  at  once  fall  in  love  with.  It  is 
the  largest  flowering  of  its  species. 

One  which  my  mother  owns,  (and  it  is  the 
only  one  except  M.  minima,  that  she  will 
have  anything  to  do  with,)  is  grand.  In  spite 
of  the  fact  that  she  has  been  pulling  it  to 
pieces  in  order  to  give  "plant  beggars"  only 
one  cutting,  this  plant  in  five  years  has  at 
tained  the  heiglit  of  four  feet,  and  is  about 
forty  inches  broad.  ' 

It  wants  a  rich,  porous  soil,  as  it  is  a  great 
feeder.  In  winter  give  as  even  a  temperature 
as  possible,  and  very  little  water.  In  spring 
befoie  growing  begins,  give  a  top-dressing  of 
fresh  soil,  put  it  in  a  light  place,  and  water 
regular  when  fresh  growth  begins. 

Cuttings  of  one  year  will  oftinies  bloom  the 
nest.  We  have  it  to  bloom  as  often  as  three 
times  in  a  summer.  And  such  blooms  ! 
They  aie  much  like  the  flower  of  the  Cercus 
grantliflorus  ;  it  is  also  a  night  bloomer,  and 
often  called  by  mistake  "the  night-blooming 
cereus. 

It  is  one  of  the  best  plants  for  beginners 
being  of  as  easy  culture  as  a  geranium,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  oue  should  not  suc- 
ceed with  it. 
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The  Flowering  of  Agave  Verschaffeltii. 

M.   SWENSON,   WASHINGTON. 

^^NK  of  the  dwarf,  handsome  and  easily 
^■^  cultivated  species.  The  main  charac- 
teristics of  the  plant  is  a  coiu])aet  habit  ; 
leaves   glaucous   short,    not    exceeding    ten 


inches  in  length  and  three  inches  wide.  The 
marginal  spines  or  prickles  small  brown 
colored  and  bent  downwards,  terminal  spine 
the  same  color  about  one  inch  long  aud  sharp 
as  usual. 

'The  name  "century  plant''  does  not  hold 
with  this  species.  The  exact  age  is  about 
fifteen  years.  Anybody  with  a  little  patience 
and  don't  expect  to  die  too  young  can  grow  it 
and  have  the  satisfaction  to  see  it  in  full 
bloom. 

The  development  of  the  flower-stalk  was 
very  slow,  usually  they  make  rapid  growth, 
three  months  was  needed  for  this  species. 

The  scape  when  full  grown  measured  fifty- 
two  inches,  the  panicle  thirty  inches  more, 
and  consisted  of  eleven  short,  thick  braqches, 
on  which  the  flowers  grow,  fifteen  or  more 
in  dense  clusters.  The  lower  branches  com- 
mence to  bloom  first  and  gradually  go  up- 
wards in  rapid  succession.  When  the  last 
or  top  branch  was  flowering  the  lower  were 
bearing'  seed-pods.  The  flowers  are  yellow, 
remaining  open  for  five  days.  The  flower- 
ing period  for  the  whole  panicle  was  six 
weeks. 
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A  BEAUTIFUL  CURIOSITY. 

rmi.  I.ocA  Yusi-;,  Va. 

r^EW  plants  indeed  combine  so  success- 
*  fully  the  curious  and  the  beautiful  as 
does  tlie  "Great  Bear,"  just  now  attracting 
a  lion's  share  of  attention  among  the  Opuntias 
Right  worthy  is  he  of  all  the  notice  his 
unique  appearance  wins,  but  he  bears  his 
honors  as  meekly  as  a  lamb  ;  allowing  any 
of  us  to  stroke  his  long,  shaggy  "fur,"  with- 
out even  a  growl  of  imjiatieut  auger,  or  an 
attempt  to  lacerate  the  daring  hand  that 
caresses  him.  Uniting  as  it  does  the  beauty 
of  a  Pilocereus  with  the  vigor  and  hardiness 
of  the  robust  Opuntias,  it  is  sure  to  prove  a 
welcome  addition  to  our  "CaiSlus  Corners." 
As  an  excellent  description  of  the  "Bear" 
appeared  iu  a  recent  number  of  llie  Journal, 
I  shall  not  attempt  a  description  of  it,  being 
convinced,  morever,  that  no  matter  how 
faithfully  and  eloquently  I  endeavored  to 
describe  it,  each  Caclus  lover  on  procuring 
this  quaint  and  rare  plant,  would  at  once  ex- 
claim, "The  half  has  not  been  told!  " 

Our  readers  should  avail  themselves  of  the 
oiiportunily  to  secure  the  special  olTer  of 
Messis.  McDowell  S:  Co.  in  this  Journal. 
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Please  note  change  of  address  of  The 
Journal. 

The  season  for  out-door  planting  is  now 
at  hand.  Give  your  plants  the  trtfattueut 
recommended  in  former  numbers  of  The 
Journal,  and  if  possible,  bed  them  out,  and 
the  result  will  be  most  satisfactory. 

Read  the  offer  to  subscribers  on  page  125 

The  C^ftus  Journal  Co.  will  display  an  at- 
tra(5liveca6lus  bed  at  Carroll  Park,  Baltimore 
this  season,  having  offered  the  loan  of  their 
colleflions  to  create  more  interest  in  this 
beautiful  plant.  The  display  will  be  on  a 
much  larger  scale  than  the  one  of  last  year. 

Our  old  subscribers  renewing  their  sub- 
scriptions will  be  entitled  to  same  privileges 
as  new  ones  in  offer  on  page  125.  Those  ex- 
piring with  the  next  issue  should  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  offer. 

On  account  of  press  of  business  and  sick- 
ness Mr.  A.  M.  Cordray,  the  former  editor  of 
The  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  Journal  was  forced 
to  resign  that  position.  Much  credit  is  due 
the  late  editor  for  the  able  manner  in  which 
he  conduced  the  Journal,  and  we  regret 
to  lose  his  valuable  services  in  this  capacity. 

The  new  management  desire  to  inform  the 
subscribers  that  the  Journal  will  be  mailed 
on  the  8th  of  each  month,  and  all  articles 
and  advertisements  should  be  sent  in  not 
later  the  25th  inst.  fbr  the  following  month's 
issue.     All  correspondence  received,  enclos- 


ing stamp  for  repl)',  will  receive  prompt  at- 
tention. RejeiSted  articles  will  be  returned. 
If  no  reply  is  received  you  can  rest  assured 
that  the  matter  has  been  accepted  and  will  ap- 
pear in  as  early  an  issue  as  it  can  be  publish- 
ed. This  method  was  adopted  to  avoid  a 
great  deal  of  unnecessary  correspondence. 

WE  shall  always  be  pleased  to  have  articles 
for  publication,  and  all  queries  regarding 
care  and  culture  of  plauts  will  be  promptly 
replied  to  in  the  Journal,  or  by  mail  if 
stamp  is  enclosed. 

WRITTEN  FOR  THE  CACTUS JOURNAE. 

NEW  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

PILO.  C.  PENNA. 

IN  reading  over  the  advertisement  in  the 
March  number  of  the  Journal,  my  at- 
tention was  at  once  attracted  to  that  beauti- 
ful illustration  of  a  cadtus  plant.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  name  of  the  plant  was  not 
attached  to  it. 

We  are  familiar  with  many  of  the  old  illus- 
trations of  caiitus  plants,  can  see  them  with 
our  eyes  shut— yes,  see  them  in  our  sleep 
sometimes.  In  all  price  lists  and  catalogues, 
the  same  illustrations  appear  ;  so  that  it  is  no 
wonder  that  when  we  see  some  new  illustra- 
tion, we  are  sure  to  admire  and  study  it. 

In  this  field,  there  is  plenty  of  room  for 
advancement ;  some  very  fine  forms  in  all 
the  species  of  catti,  have  not  as  yet  been 
illustrated.  The  description  of  a  plant  is  not 
enough,  but  au  illustration  added  to  the  des- 
cription, will  at  once  give  a  ca<5tus  fancier 
a  better  idea  as  to  how  a  plant  looks, 
and  by  this,  can  then  be  more  apt  to  name 
his  or  her  plants  correctly. 

Then  there  is  also  room  for  giving  a  new 
illustration  in  place  of  some  of  the  old  oues  ; 
take  for  iuslauce  Echiuocactus  Mnlticostatus. 
I  know  of  three  plants  bought  from  the  same 
dealer,  uuder  that  name,  aud  uot  one  looks 
like  the  illustration  as  shown. 

The  Opuntia  as  a  class,  has  many  and  di- 
versified forms,  yet  the  illustrating  of  this 
popular  class  of  caftuses,  seems  to  have  been 
very  much  negledrled. 

In  reference  to  the  new  illustration  men- 
tioned :  I  have  a  plant  that  appears  very 
much  like  it,  hemispherical  iu  form,  spines 
white  with  a  violet  tint  to  the  points  of  the 
spines,    these    spines     curving  towards     the 
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top  of  the  plant,  are  fine  aud  long  and 
very  closely  set  as  in  tbe  illustration,  so 
that  the  body  of  the  plant  is  completely 
hidden— I  call  this  plant  Mamillaria  Fulvis- 
pina.  As  to  how  it  blooms,  whether  from  the 
apex  or  below  it,  or  as  to  color  and  shape  of 
flower  I  am  unable  to  state,  as  it  has  not 
bloomed  for  me  yet. 


liriEN  FOR  TMC  CACTUS  JOUFJNAL, 


MESEnBRYANThEnunS 

(Fig  Makiooi.d.) 


>r,    ll.VLTIMORU. 


THE  name  is  from  the  Greek  word  Mescni- 
hi  ill,  the  midday,  because  the  flowers 
usually  expand  at  that  time.  The  name  is 
certainly  unfortrmale  in  respeCl  to  length, 
but  corresponds  well  with  tbe  extent  of  this 
Kenus,  of  which  the  Encyclopedi;e  of  Plants 
contains  descriptiousof  more  than  three  hun- 
dred species,  illustrated  by  nearly  one  hun 
dred  engravings. 

The  species,  says  this  work,  of  this  exten- 
sive genus,  are  sin;;ular,  yet  beautiful  ;  aud 
some  even  splendid.  Their  leaves  are  of  odd 
shapes,  and  the  habits  of  most  arc  slovenly 
and  insi.guificant,  thou.^h  smne  aregrotef  ([ue; 
but  the  flovvers  make  ample  amends  by  their 
profusion,  the  brilliancy  of  their  colors,  and 
the  length  of  time  in  flower.  A  few  are  an- 
nual, fewer  biennial,  many  are  perennials, 
and  most  are  shrubby,  especially  at  the  base. 
The  leaves  of  this  genus  are  mostly  opposite, 
thick,  short  and  blunt  pointed,  though  some 
are  acute  ;  tlitir  forms  also  bear  a  family 
likeness,  biing  tongue-shaped,  spatulate.  half 
round,  angular,  dagger-shaped,  hatchet- 
shaped,  subulate,  &c.  All  the  species  of  this 
genus,  except  three  or  four  which  are  natives 
of  New  Zealand,  coiue  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  consequently  are  hot  house 
plants  They  aie  all  evergreens,  generally 
growing  to  the  lu-ight  of  from  three  inches  to 
a  foot,  though  a  few  grow  to  a  height  of  two 
or  three  feet  The  flowers  of  perhaps  seven- 
eights  of  the  species  are  either  pink  or  yel- 
\o\v,  though  some  are  white  or  purple,  aud  a 
few  are  striped.  Their  blooming  season  is 
during  the  uioiilhs  of  April,  May,  June  or 
July.  The  species  Fig  Marigold,  (M.  albinum) 
is  while.  It  grows  three  or  four  inches  high, 
very  smooth  and  white  ;  leaves  thick,  three- 
cornered,  obtuse,  with  a  point,  and  opposite; 
flowers  yellow. 

The  mode  of  flowering  in  most  of  the  spe- 
cies is  similar,  aud  somewhat  resembles  that 


of  the  Marigold.  In  some  of  tbe  species  the 
fruit  resembles  the  fig,  and  hence  the  name 
Fig-Marigold.  This  genus  is  easily  cultivated 
in  pots,  provided  they  are  kept  dry.  They 
should  not  be  watered  when  in  their  dormant 
state,  and  only  a  moderate  supply  when 
growing  freely,  aud  during  the  flowering 
season.  They  should  be  grown  in  a  very  sandy 
soil,  the  poorer  and  dryer  the  soil,  the  more 
abundantly  will  ihey  blooni.  Slips  placed  in 
sand  will  root  readily.  The  commonly  known 
ice  plant  is  a  species  of  this  genus. 
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A  SCALE  REHEDY 

MRS.   L   .   CALiruKNIA. 

A  S  many  inquiries  are  made  in  regard  to 
^^  the  removal  of  .'cale,  I  will  .give  a 
remedy  that  I  have  uever  known  to  fail.  It 
is  to  brush  the  parts  affetted  with  castor  oil. 
I  have  tried  it  on  the  rose  and  cattus  with 
satisfactory  results.  If  the  oil  is  cold  and 
thick,  warm  it  slightly  before  applying.  If 
troubled  with  small  white  worms  in  the  pots, 
pour  over  tbe  soil  a  tablespoonful  of  castor 
oil  and  tbe  worms  will  disappear.  It  seems 
to  be  obnoxious  to  ail  animal  life.  A  few- 
castor  beans  (Ricinus)  planted  in  the  garden 
will  drive  away  moles  and  gophers;  planted 
in  pots  and  kept  in  the  window  the  aphis  will 
move  to  more  congenial  quarters.  Grass- 
hoppers shun  a  garden  where  they  are 
planted,  and  red  spiders  are  unknown.  Some 
of  the  varieties  are  grand  and  sub  tropical  in 
effeci,  with  large  palmate  leaves.  The  flow- 
ers are  inconspicuous,  but  the  seed  pods 
are  very  oruamcntal.  Ricinus  Sanguineus 
has  dark  red  stalk,  deep  green  leaves,  and  a 
large  spike  of  inteusely  red  seed  pods.  R. 
Cambodgensis  is  lovely,  with  stem  like  pol- 
ished ebony,  dark  red  leaves  and  pods. 
These  two  varieties  grow  tall,  sometimes  at- 
taining a  hei.ghi  of  i6  ft.  in  one  season.  A 
very  pretty  variety  that  contrasted  well  with 
the  dark  leaved  varict  es  bad  very  pale  green 
leaves,  light  stalks,  and  delicate  flesh  colored 
seed  pods.  The  prettiest  of  all  is  R.  Gib- 
soui,  a  dwarf  variety  with  leaves  of  a  metalic 
hue. 

We  have  just  received  from  Messrs.  Lyon 
&  Cobbe,  California,  their  new  price  list  of 
Cactuses,  offering  some  very  rare  specialties, 
and  coUettious  for  both  beginners  and  con- 
noisseurs.    Sec  their  "ad"  in  this  uuuiber. 
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FROM   WATSON'S      CACTUS   CULTURE.' 


THE  GENUS  RHIPSALI5. 

(From  t/ups,  a  willow-branch  ;  referring  to  the  flexible, 
wand-like  branches  of  some  of  the  kinds.) 

\  BOUT  thirty  species  of  Rhipsalis  are 
■**  known,  most  of  them  more  peculiar 
than  ornamental,  although  every  one  is  in 
some  way  interestiug.  They  are  remarkable 
for  the  great  variety  in  form  and  habit  pre- 
sented by  the  different  kinds,  some  of  them 
much  less  resembling  Cacliises  than  other 
plants.  Thus,  in  A\  Cassyllia,  the  long, 
fleshy,  whip  like  branches  and  white  berries 
are  very  similar  to  Mistletoe  ;  R.  salicor- 
tioides,  with  its  leafless,  knotty  branches,  re- 
sembles a  Salicornia  or  Marsh  Samphire  ; 
another  is  like  a  Mesembryanthemum  ;  and 
so   on.     The    flowers  are  usually  small,  and 


Rhipsalis  Salicomoides. 
composed  of  numerous  linear  sepals  and  pet 
als,  arranged  more  or  less  like  a  star,  with  a 
cluster  of  thin  stamens  in  the  centre,  and  au 
erect,  rayed  stigma.  In  the  flat-joiuted 
kitids,  the  flowers  are  developed  singly  in 
notches  along  the  margins  of  the  young, 
ripened  joints  ;  iu  the  kuotted,  Samphire- 
like kinds,  they  are  borne  on  the  ends  of  the 
branches  ;  and  in  those  with  short,  fleshy, 
leaf-like  joints,  they  are  usually  placed  on 
what  appear  to  be  flower-joints.  Although 
the  branches  of  these  plants  are  usually  al- 
together uulike  the  rest  of  the  Order,  yet 
occasionally  they  devolop  joints  which  are 
furrowed,  and  bear  clusters  of  spines  exactly 
as  iu  the  commoner  forms  of  Cacluj^es. 

The  geographical  distribution  of  Rhipsaiis 
is  e.xceptional.  It  is  the  only  genus  of 
Ca6\uses  that  has  representatives  iu  the  Old 


World,  excluding,  of  course,  those  which 
have  been  introduced  by  mau.  The  bulk  of 
the  kinds  of  Rhipsalis  occur  in  Central  and 
South  America,  and  the  West  Indies  ;  but 
one — viz.,  R.  Cassytha — is  also  found  in 
Africa,  Mauritius,  Madagascar,  and  Ceylon, 
as  well  as  in  tropical  America.  Several 
other  species  are  found  in  Madagascar,  some 
of  them  only  recent  discoveries.  The  occur- 
rence of  similar  or  even  identical  plants  in 
tropical  America  and  Madagascar  has  its 
analogy  in  the  Animal  Kingdom  as  repre- 
sented in  the  two  countries. 

Cultivation.— All  the  species  appear  to 
grow  well  and  flower  freely  under  cultiva- 
tion, the  slowest  grower  being,  perhaps,  R. 
sartncntacea.  In  their  natural  homes  they 
are  invariably  found  either  on  trees  or  rocks, 
seldom  or  never  on  Ihe  ground  ;  but  in  green 
a  houses  they  may  be  gtown  in  pots,  a  few 
being  happiest  when  suspended  neai  the 
glass.  They  do  not  like  bright  sur.shine, 
nor  should  they  be  kept  in  a  very  shaded, 
moist  position.  There  is  a  good  collec- 
tion of  kinds  iu  the  Succulent  house  at 
Ktw. 

I'ROPAGATio  N. — Seeds  of  Rhipsalis 
ripen  freely,  and  these,  if  sown  on  sandy 
soil,  and  placed  on  a  shelf  iu  a  warm 
hou^e,  germinate  in  a  few  days.  The  de- 
velopment of  the  seedlings  is  excep- 
tionally interesting,  as  the  vegetative 
org.ins  of  all  the  kinds  aie  very  similar, 
and  CacSlus-like  ;  the  gradual  transition 
from  this  character  to  the  diverse  forms 
which  many  of  the  species  assume  when 
mature  is  quite  phenomenal.  Cuttings 
will  strike  at  almost  any  lime,  if  planted 
in  sandy  soil  and  kept  in  a  close,  warm 
house  till  rooted.  Some  of  the  kinds  thrive 
best  when  grafted  on  to  a  thin-stemmed 
Cereus.  Treated  in  this  way,  R.  sarmentacea 
make  6  in.  of  growth  in  a  season  ;  whereas, 
on  its  own  roots  it  would  take  about  five 
years  to  grow  as  much. 

Many  articles  with  illustrations  have  been 
reserved  for  the  next  number,  which  closes 
the  first  volume  of  The  Baltimore  CacTus 
Journal.  The  publishers  propose  making 
this  number  very  interesting,  producing 
some  original  illustrations  of  some  of  the 
recently  found  cadtuses. 

rWAdvertise  your  "specialties",  "wants" 
and  "exchanges"  in  our  specialty  column. 
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-    COMMUNICATIONS. 


KniTOR  Cactus  Journal  ; 

RcplyiDs  to  L'.s  request  in  Journal  for 
April,  for  suggestions  for  building  a  small 
greenhouse  in  a  city  yard,  1  beg  to  olTei  my 
experience. 

Two  years  ago  I  built  one  5  ft.  wide,  10  ft. 
long,  4  fl.  high  in  front,  and  6  ft.  6  in.  high  at 
back,  with  shed  roof,  facing  south.  I  made 
a  frame  of  2x3  in.  hemlock  for  the  sills,  and 
used  2x3  in.  for  posts  or  studs,  set  about  3  ft. 
apart.  I  put  matched  pine  boards  on  outside 
of  studs,  and  fastened  building  paper  on  in 
side  between  the  studs,  using  lath  as  strips 
along  the  edge  and  over  all  lajis,  and  nail  on 
securely  with  lath  nails  ;  then  cover  inside  of 
studs  with  matched  pine  ceiling, and  you  have 
a  very  tight,  warm  house.  The  roof  to  be 
made  of  sash  bars  1  '4x2  in.  pine  or  cvpress, 
rabbeted  out  to  receive  the  glass.  I  had  to 
excavate  the  walk  through  the  centre,  al)out 
iS  in.  deep,  to  give  headrnniu,  If  I  was  to 
build  again,  I  would  make  house  at  least  7fl 
wide,  and  if  a  shed  roof  "'•  ft.  high  at  back, 
and  5  ft.  in  from,  I  cannot  give  exact  cost, 
as  I  had  (he  glass  on  hanil.  and  most  of  the 
lumber;  but  judging  by  |irices  in  New  Vork 
City,  which  are  high,  the  cost  will  not  exceed 
I20.  and  I  think  it  can  lie  built  for  less 
New  York.  1'.  S.  C. 


l-DITDK   LACTl'S  JollRNAI.  : 

Oh,  how  interesting  llie  joiiKNAi.  is  — we. 
can  only  wish  there  were  more  of  those  col- 
le61ing  ex]>erieuces.  If  we  cannot  climb 
heights  in  .'■earch  of  those  spiny  pets,  we  can 
sit  at  the  foot  and  enjoy  iheir  work. 

One  year  ago  a  friend  sent  me  three  cut- 
tings of  ca<::luses.  stapelia,  coral  and  crab.  (?) 
Tlie  leaven  worked.  I  caught  the  infeCriion, 
and  have  now  about  twenty  small  caCtu.ses, 
no  expensive  or  rare  oues,  yet  they  have 
been  to  me  a  constant  delight'.  Last  summer 
a  lady  gave  me  a  Cereus  colubrinus.  She 
was  tired  of  it.  That  is  my  "mascott."  It 
stands  six  aud-a  half  feet  tall,  two  large  col- 
umns. A  third  one  from  the  base  is  two-and- 
a  half  feel  high.  The  tall  stems  are  branched 
near  the  top.  It  had  not  been  repotted  in  fif- 
teen years.  I  placed  it  in  a  ten  inch  crock, 
gave  it  good  drainage,  soil  of  loam,  sand, 
wood-earth  and  lime,  and  it  is  growing  finely 
now.  I  have  learned  one  lesson,  and  that  is 
to  let  native  cactuses  alone  in  the  fall.        Ac 


climated  plants  stand  the  change  much 
better.  Kindness  kills  more  caiftuses  than 
negle<5l. 

N.  Y.  J.  S.  B. 

Editor  Cactus  Journal: 

Enclosed  find  fifty  cents  for  next  volume  of 
Journal.  I  find  it  very  interesting  and 
an  invaluable  help  lo  lue  when  I  get  among 
my  pets,  and  wait  iinmpaliently  each  month 
for  its  arrival. 

Mrs.  B.,  N.  C. 

$3.50  TO  COLORADO. 
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Wil]  be  the  SlccpiuR  Car  rate  from  ChicaRo  on 
the  special  trains  of  seltcK-d  Tourist  SU-cpcrs 
wliich  the  Great  Kock  IsUiiul  Koiilt-  has  ar- 
raiijicd  to  run  lo  IJttivrr.  in  t>riier  to  transport 
quickly,  comfortably  ami  cheaply,  the*  grc  tt 
bulk  ot  teachers  and  tourists  who  desire  lo 
take  advant  tue  of  the  low  round  trip  rate  of 
one  fare  pli  s  ^2  t*n  to  the  National  Kiliicationiil 
A.ssocialioii  MeetiuK  nl  Denver.  Mi  July.  t>«i.s. 
.  s  the  I'ulliiian  Cotnpany  h;ts  decided  not  to 
run  Tourist  Cars  east  ol  ChicaKO.  the  specials 
wdl  all  start  tioin  Chicano,  (dale  advertised 
later.)  ait',  r  the  ai rival  of  morning  trains 
fcoiii  iIiL-  ea>-t.  rutin  mi;  via  omaha  an*l  LmkoIu, 
ami  arm  m-  at  I>enver  earlv  tlie  folio  will}* 
evening;   inakiiij,i  lhe,trip  with  but  otir  niKlif  out. 

Ill  addititm  t<->  the  Tourist  Sleeper  specials. 
a  special  train  of  first  class  I'lillniaiis  will  he 
run  via  (>iii,dia  and  Lincoln,  leavinj;  Chicago 
on  above  named  date,  a  1  specials  beinj;  perstni- 
ally  ctnuiucted.  am!  in  charge  of  competent 
Kock  Islaiui  Koule  representatives.  Many 
lotirisls  will  go  ironi  Denver  to  Colorado 
Si>rii)jxs  and  Moniton.  and  for  your  homeward 
trip  yon  sliouUl  remember  that  the  Kock 
Islaiul  has  a  line  running  directly  east  fft»m 
Col'Tado  Springs,  from  whence  it  operates 
solid  trains  to  Omaha  an<l  Chicago,  thus  avoid- 
ing the  necessitv  of  relurning  lo  Denver. 

Reservation  diagrams  are  now  ready,  and 
lliis  early  annouiicenient  is  made  in  order  to 
enable  intending  patrons  lo  reserve  berths  in 
advance.  The  ra  e  for  double  berlli  from  Chi- 
cagi>  to  Denver  in  tourist  sleeper  will  he  $2.50, 
in  first  class  I'uUman  jo.oo.  and  frotu  Oniahn  lo 
Denver  ji. 50  in  tourist,  and  $3.50  in  first  class 
ruUinan. 

Send  at  once  for  a  little  geni  called  the  "Tour- 
ist Teacher"  thai  gives  all  facts.  It  will  he 
sent  free  on  application  by  postal  card  or  letter. 

For  full  infurniatitni    regarding   rates  and   ht- 
rangements  fm  the  special  trains,  aildress, 
JOHN  SEBASTIAN,  (i.  T.  and  P.  A.-, 

#  Chicago,  Ills. 


SPECIAL  OFFER  OF  RARE  CACTI, 

FOR  2  MONTHS  ONLY. 


.\.  Myriostigma. 
\\.  Cajtricornis 
K.  McDowelUi, 
K    Trollielti. 
v..  Ilcterochromns. 
1'.  C.  Kosstilatns. 
I'  C.  Senilis,     - 


$  -50. 

■2.S 

SO 
■,SO 
.40 


The  Collection,  (medium  sizes)  prepaid  for  $.voo. 

Larger  S_s  00. 
I-'\press  inonev  order.     Mention  Special  Oiler. 

J.  A.  IVIcDowell  &  Co., 
12)  City  of  Mexico. 


124 


THE  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 


Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

Your  corre^poudeut,  S.  Frederick  Gross, 
in  speaking  of  the  article  on  E.  liorizouthal- 
onium,  in  No.  9,  mentions  a  few  things  which 
I  cannot  comprehend.  He  says  it  is  an  "easy 
grown  cactus,"  that  "be  has  had  some  ten 
plants  and  has  huo  apparently  growing." 
Surely  that  don't  look  as  if  they  are  an  easily 
grown  cactus. 

"Since  August  6th  1894,  have  not  watered 
the  two  at  all,  and  don't  think  they  need 
water."  What  is  goinj;  to  sustain  the  plant 
when  it  starts  growing  in  the  spring?  "Dout 
water  from  the  top."  How  then— from  the 
bottom  ?"  Shall  I  turn  the  pot  upside  down 
and  pour  water  in  the  drainage  hole  of  the 
pot?" 

As  we  both  seem  to  have  received  our 
plants  from  New  Mexico,  perhaps  our  cor- 
respondents neglected  to  state  in  what  po- 
sition they  grow  there,  whether  right  side  up, 
sideways  or  upside  down.  I  shall  try  the 
upside  down  arrangement,  shall  water  from 
the  bottom,  and  if  successful  to  get  a  plant  to 
grow  iu  this  manner  shall  write  on  the  label  — 
Echinocatrius  horizonthalonium,  var  perpei;- 
dicularis  Grossi. 

Peuna.  Pilo.  C. 

QUESTIONS. 

L.,  Oregon. — My  Epiphylums  are  continu 
ally  dropping  the  joints.  I  transplanted  in 
rich  soil,  watered  regularly,  and  put  in  a  light 
place,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  remedy  the 
trouble.     Can  you  give  me  any  remedy  ? 

Julia  C,  N.  Y.  — Having  lately  received 
some  cactus  plants  from  Texas,  I  find  them 
infested  with  a  red.  bug  as  spry  as  a  spider 
and  none  that  I  have  seen  are  over  %  in  long, 
bright  red  in  color.  I  have  washed  off  the 
largest  under  the  liydrant  buWhe  water  is 
cold  aud  it  does  not  clean  them  out  as  I  wish 
to  without  danger  of  hurting  the  plant.  Can 
you  tell  me  what  they  are  and  how  to  get  rid 
of  them  ? 

C.  C.  B.,  N.  B. — I  am  iu  a  great  quandary 
as  to  what  to  do  about  some  of  my  caoluses. 
Lately  three  of  my  opuutias  and  two  of  my 
cereuses  have  begun  to  turn  yellow  at  the 
top,  and  gradually  this  yellow  look  extends 
until  the  plant  dies.  Can  I  do  anything  to 
stop  the  decay  when  it  is  first  perceived  ? 
The  plants  are  in  a  3d  story  back  room,  and 
there  is  no  illuminating  gas,  nor  stove  or  fur- 
nace heat  ;  but  is  heated  by  hot  water  pipes, 


with  furnace  three  floors  below.  We  have 
but  little  sun  here,  many  dark  days,  aud 
much  seafog  in  summer.  Noue  of  my  plants 
ever  bloom,  tho'  some  are  four  and  five  years 
old.  I  sprinkle  Ihem  every  day,  and  once  a 
week  water  them.  The  air  in  the  house  is 
very  dry.  The  are  in  a  sunny  window  where 
they  get  a  half  a  day's  sun  when  tt  shines. 
Would  it  be  best  to  put  them  under  glass  ? 
I  have  a  nice  collection,  but  oue  by  one  they 
are  lately  dying.  My  epiphyllums  do  not 
get  any  larger,  the  joints  are  continually  fal- 
ling off,  aud  they  never  bloom.  I  would  be 
pleased  to  have  you  tell  me  what  to  do. 

ANSWERS. 

Mr.  H.  B.,  California  sends  the  following  an- 
wers  to  questions  in  No.  9  : 

Pilo  C. — Mamillaria  Vivipara  is  sold  in 
California  under  its  true  name,  as  it  should 
be  elsewhere;  but  some  unscrupulous  dealers 
who  are  unable  to  procure  a  stock  of  some- 
thing which  they  advertise,  will  palm  off  any- 
thing that  looks  nearly  like  it,  rather  than 
lose  a  few  cents,  though  in  the  long  run  it 
usually  loses  them  many  dollars.  But  you 
say  '■  its  surface  is  covered  with  small 
nipple  shaped  bodies,  between  which  the 
flowers  are  produced,  and  it  grows  in 
clusters."  This  is  true  of  a  great  number  of 
Echinocactus  as  well  as  most  Mamillarias. 
On  page  1  of  February  number  you  will  find 
the  only  difference  necessary  to  divide  the 
two  genera. 

P.  B.,  IND. — In  Stapelias  there  are  three 
only,  of  botanical  distinction  ;  variegata, 
grandiflora,  and  cylindrica,  but  there  is  a 
large  nuumber  of  garden  hybrids.  A  Cali- 
fornia firm  list  over  twenty  varieties  iu  their 
latest  catalogue. 

L.,  La.— You  will  find  answer  under  head 
of  communications,  signed  F.  S.  C. 

M.J.  P.,  N.  Y. — We  have  been  unable  to 
get  the  information  in  reference  to  Phyllo. 
Yauderia.  .  We  find  it  in  no  catalogues,  and 
it  is  not  known  to  us.  If  any  of  our  readers 
can  give  us  the  information,  we  would  be 
pleased  to  hear  from  them. 

Amateur,  Balto. — To  judge  from  the  condi- 
tion of  the  plants  it  looks  as  if  they  were 
sickly  when  you  received  them.  The  mealy- 
looking  bugs  you  ask  about  are  the  "Mealy 
bug"  and  should  be  removed  at  once,  as  per 
directions  in  former  numbers  of  the  Journal. 
Don't  give  up  they  may  come  up  when  Spring 
opens. 
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SPECIAL  OFFER! 

Until  July  1st  only. 

A  Collection  of 

EIGHT'-  rC 

AND    THE 

Baltsinjor^e  Gacius  Journal 

For  One  Year, 

For    Bl.OO 

13'^Sonii    in    your  siibscriptinn,    ami 
plants  will  be  mailed  i)romptly. 

This  offer  is  made  to  subscribers  only,  and 
only  one  collection  sent  to  each 
address. 
Address 

The  Cactus  Journal  Co., 

ti  I  :>   K.   I><)iiil):ir(I   Strt'fl, 

RALTIMORE,  MD. 


y^^^::=»  ^"t"  the  convenience  uf  amateurs  and  florists 
l§^3&  we  have  deculed  to  devote  a  stnnll  space  for 
ativeriisinR  "Specialties,"  "Wants,"  or  "Kxclianges." 
ill  which  \vc  will  insert  cards  nt>t  exceeding  4  lines,  (6) 
words  to  line)  for  25cls.    No  ad.  for  less  than  zjcts. 

WAN  rKl>— Cotyledon  tEclievcria)  Hoxeyii.  Cotyledon 
de  Snietiana,  <'otyledon  Hookeri  iDiosteniol,  Coty- 
ledon Scophylla.  rhyllocactiis  Peacockii,  Opuutia 
Barkerit,  Opuniia  Moiiocantha  Yaricgata.  Cereus 
Maynardi  (Hybrids.  Cerciis  Cavendishit,  Cereus 
Kxtensas,  Cereus  Sclinii. 
The  above  singly  or  in  quantity.      We  ask   oflfers  of 

any  rare  cacti  or  succulents  not  in  commerce.   Cash  or 

unusually  liberal  exchange.     Address 

The  Calmobnia   Cactis  Co., 

tf    Soldiers  Home  P.  O.        I.os  Angeles  Co..  California. 

Wishing  to  dispose  of  some  of  my  collection  I  offer  the 
following  desirable  plants. 

Seedling  Cereus,  columnar,  I  year  old,  -       25c 

"  "  "  3         "       fine.       -        1.50 

Kchino]>sis,  3  years  old.  good  bloomers,        -        -        35c 
One  !-'chinopsis,  nest  filling  10  in  pot,  (by  express)    3.00 
Mesenibryantliemuni  Retusum,  (good  plants)  25 and 50c 
rliyllocactus—Keasti,    Albn.    Ackermaniii,  and  others 
not  nanie<l,  all  in  buds,  from  50c  up. 
Also  other  succulents  at  correspondingly  low  prices. 
All  plants  except  when  ntttcd  sent  by  mail  prepaid. 
All  (irders  given  immediate  attention  by  addressing 
V,  H.  Broaders,  care  of  The  Cactus  Journal  Co., 
It  213  E.  Lombard  St.,  Ualtiniore,  Md. 


Ches-wold  Plant  Gardens. 

We  grow  all  kin<ls  of  early  and  late  Vegetable 
Plants.  ASPARAGUS  ROOTS.  All  the  leading  new 
and  old  STRAWBI-:rry  PI,A?iTS.  We  grow  more 
CABBACK,  TOMATO  and  CKLHRV  I'LANTS  than 
any  other  house  in  America.  Send  for  our  New  Cata- 
logue, 
w  C.   BOGGS,  Cheswold,   Del. 


A  WELCOME  VISITOR. 

Among  all  the  i»apers  of  this  jjrcat  country,  none  is 
so  eagerly  looked  for  as  is  the  Youth's  C<lMrANiON, 
'I  hu  ]>apcr  Ts  not  only  welcomed  for  its  interesting  sto- 
ries luimi^rous  sketches,  tales  of  adventure,  carefully 
selected  miscelUnu-,  etc  ,  but  for  its  comprehensive 
editori.ils  on  current  events,  sketches  of  tiavel.  and 
scientific  articles,  which  thonsaiuls  of  readers  have 
fiinnd  to  be  valuable  educational  aids.  Every  state- 
ment can  be  rclietl  upon. 

Thf.  Companion  is  read  by  all  the  family  with  pleas- 
ure and  profit.  It  is  a  paper  eijually  valued  and  en- 
joyed by  old  and  young,  and  free  from  all  objectionable 
features 

I*or  the  year  1S05  it  will  be  better  tlian  ever,  and 
every  efiort  has  been  made  to  place  the  foremost  writers 
of  the  world  among  its  contributors.  There  will  be 
articles  by  the  two  (laughters  of  Queen  Victoria  ;  Mr. 
Gbulslone.  the  most  eminent  living  statesman,  who 
has  for  the  third  time  written  an  article  ex])ressly  for 
Tin:  Companion  ;  Sir  Kdw  in  Arnold.  W,  Clark  Russell, 
Charles  Dickens.  Krank  R.  Stockton.  J.  T.  Trowbridge, 
Mark  Twain.  Cy.  Warman,  the  famous  locomotive  en- 
gineer, and  more  than  a  hundred  other  writers  who 
are  kiu>\\  n  the  worhl  over. 

Full  Prospectus  and  specimen  copies  sent  free  upon 
application  Price  ?i  7,s  a  year.  It  comes  every  week. 
I'inely  illustrated. 

The  Youth's  Companion,  Boston,  Mass. 

TREES!     TREES!     TREES! 

ICvergrecns.  both  Common  and  Rare  and  Choice  Va- 
rieties, Deciduous  Trees.  Ornamental  Trees  of  all 
kinds.  Large  Trees  for  P:irk  and  Street  I'laiuiug.  Hedge 
and  Hordering  l-latits,  I'ruit  Trees  and  Plants.  Bud- 
ding Stock  ami  Root  Orafts,  Nut  Trees,  Ornamental 
and  Flowering  Shrubs.  Tree  Seeds.  We  have  a  larger 
assoTtmeiit  than  any  other  nursery  in  America. 


ARE  YOU  IN  NEED  OF  ANY? 

If  so  Send  us  a  list  of  what  \ou  w  ish  to  plant  ami  we 
will  quote  you  lower  ])rices  than  ever  offered  you 
before. 

When  you  send  the  Vst  cut  out  this*  advertisemen  t 
and  we  will  send  vou  by  mail,  post  paid  one  small, 
Evergreen  Tree,  Free,  or  we  will  fend  twenty  sam- 
ples of  our  trees,  6  to  10  inches  high,  s  or  6  sorts,  for 
25  Cents  in  stamps.      Write  at  once. 

THE  EVERGREEN  hURSERY  CO., 

'=  Evergreen,  Wis. 


"OUT  OF  DOORS  FOR  WOMEN" 

Mrs.  O.  L.  ORCUTT,  Editor, 

Orcutt,  California. 


.Send  10  ciiits  and  see  this   iuiii[iic  Magazine 
X  ,   for  yourself. 

Cif"If  yon  wan  I  interesting  rculinji  ahont  N.\TliR  AL 
HISTORY  OF  THF.  PACIFIC   COAST. 

SUBSCRIBE    TO 

"The  Oregon  Naturalist," 

An  Illnstrati;'  Miinllily  Mr.nazitie  lUvotfil  tollieStndy 
of  Natnral  History. 


SUBBSCRIPTION   50  CTS.   PER  YEAR. 


Snmiilc  copy  for  stamp    Free  Exclianiii-  t(>  Subscribers, 

Address  D.  H.  AVERILL  &  CO. 

r  o.  Hox  2xi.  X  Portland  Oregon. 
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Choice  Cultivated  Cacti  Ciieap. 

3  large  two  year  old  named  cacti,  50  cents. 

3  large  blooming  size  Calla  Hiilbg,  50  cents. 
A  fine  uanied  Hclieveria  with  eacli  Si  00  order. 
MRS.   M.  E.  PATTERSON, 
(12)  GLENDALE,  CAI.. 

Chas.  Hamilton. ^.^'♦FLORiST*.^ 

Waverl>,  nal(liiiore«  Md 

Cacti,  Afjaves,  Aloes,  GasterJas,  Ilaworthias, 
Mesenibryanthenuinis,  Echeverias,  etc. 
Seedling  Cerens,  fine  plant?',  50  to  $1.00 
(12)  Cereus  Haiuiltonii,  $1  and  upwards. 


Choice   Cacti. 


I   make  a  bnsiness  of  sup- 
plying  Choice  Collections 

at   reasonable  i)rices.    4  sample  plants  for  23  cents   in 

stamps. 

MRS    FRANCES   BRIGHT, 


(12) 


VAN  RAUB,  TEXAS. 


^jl^4-|  Three   native   plants    25    cents.      Silver. 

Native  Crocus— tl;ree  for  10  cents. 


Box  294. 


(12) 


Mrs.  ALTA  SCOTT, 

BOULDER,  COI.O. 


J.  A.  McDowell  &  co. 

CITY  OF  MEXICO. 
Specialties  in  Cacti  and  Orcliids. 


HEAdouArtBrs  for  E.  McDowELLii. (Rebut) 
and  other  novelties  of  merit. 

Send  for  our  price-list  and  one  of  tlie  following  sample 
collections  prepain. 

CACTI—  10  for  50c. ;   20  for  I1.50;   30  for  J3.00 

40  for  J^s-oo,  all  different. 

ORCHIDS— 5  for  |2  50;  10  for  I4. 00;  15  for #7; 

20  for  itio.,  splendid  selection. 

Remittances  to  he  made  in  E.xpress  Money  Order  on 

New  York;  amounts  less   than  S2.00  may  be  sent    in 

stamps. 

Address  all  communications  to 

J.  A.  McDowell  &  co. 

(!2)  City  of  Mexico,  Mexico. 


1 


RARE  CACTUS  (700  Sorts.) 
BOOK  ON  CACTUS  AND  RARE  PLANTS 

Ilfj    PACKS.  FULL  OF    F.NGRAVINGb.       lOCENTS. 

Ilhistrated  Catalogue  Free. 

A.  BLANC  &  CO.,    Philadelphia. 

NEW  AND  EEMAEKABLE. 
THE  CALIFORNIA  GRIZZLY  BEAR  CACTUS. 

(Not  yet  named  by  science,) 
A  plant  rivaling  Pilocereus  Senilis 
in  the  length  and  quantity  of  coarse 
tawny  white  hair,  3  to  5  inches  long,' 
covering  the  entire  plant.  Joints  4 
to  6  inches  long,  by  mail $1 .50 

Opuntia  Tesselata  Denudata  Cristata. 

A  beautiful  and  curious  form,  50c  to  $15 

CactDS  Radiosus  Alversonli-Coulter. 

The  "Fox  Tail  Cactus,"  a  very  desira- 
ble Mamillaria,  new,  3  to  S  inches 
high,    75c.  to  $1.50 

Echinocactus  Polyancistrns.  iwy  >a,e avd 

strikingly  handsome .  Offered  by  no  other 
dealer  in  the  world— only  a  feiv plants  to  be  had. 
S  to  10  inches  high,  $$.00  to  $2$  00. 

Photos  of  any  or  all  of  the  above  plants  free  to 
intending  purchasers. 


A.  H.  ALTERSON, 

Collector  &  Dealer. 


San  Bernardino, 
California. 

Wholesale  &  Retail. 


LYON  &  COBBE 

have  issued  their  new  Price-List  of 

CACTI,  =  AGAVES,  *  Etc., 

a  special  feature  of  which  is  their  list  of 
NOVELTIES. 

Every  inducement  is  given  to  beginners  by 

offers  of  CHEAP  COLLECTIONS  as  well  as 

to  CONNOISSEURS  by  the  special 

OFFERS. 

««rv.rile  (or  it  to 

LYON    &    COBBE, 

California  Bulb  and  Cactus  G-rowers, 

4.(0  S.  HKO.M)\V.\V, 
(12-5)  LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. 
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THE  CALIFORNIA  CACTUS  CO. 

OtTers  the  folUtwinj;  new  and  rare  phniis, 

OPUNTIA  DAVISII new.  Very  long,  pure  white 

spines  in  ]Kii>er  ^healh,      .  .  .  50 

UrUNTIA   ENC.KI.MANI  var  OCCinKNTAI.lS. 
A  little  known  rorni  with  fine  s])ine-'^,  flower 
atui  fruit.  .....  25 

ALOK  DECiriKNS.    One  of  the  best  of  the 

smaller  sorts.     Rare  and  of  fine  habit  antl 
color,  ....  50 

HAWORTIIIA  MARGARITIHKRA.  Otawnrth.) 
A  rare  African  plant  of  columnar  g:rowth. 
The  leaves  are  covered  with  penrl-iike  pro- 
tuberances, .  .  .75 
COTYI.KDON    iKcheveria.)     I'ULYURITLKNTA. 
(Benth^t  Ilookl  Large  and    elegant    l<'rni, 
Leaves  covered  with  while  powder,      25  to  50 
COTYLKDON    KDULIS    (Mrcwer^      The   pretty 

round  leaves  eaten  by  Indians  for  salad ,  '25 
COTYLKDON  LANCEOLATA,  (Henth  .S;  Hook)  25 
COTYLKDON.  (tiew  :tnd  nti-nnnied  )  choice  sort.         25 

The  Set  ol  Eight  Rare  Sorts  tor  $2  00. 
Address 

CALIFORNIA   CACTUS  CO., 
Soldiers  Home  P.  O., 
Los   Angeles   Co.,  Califoruia 


Freesia  Refracta  Alba 

From  Seed. 


(n) 


Very  few  amateurs  are  aware  that  thi.s 
sweetest  of  bulbous  ]»lnut.s  isas  easily  raised 
from  seec!  as  almost  niiv  panlcn  annual  ; 
thai  from  seed  planleci  about  Ajiril  ist, 
plants  ran  be  had  in  bloom  bclore  Clirisl- 
mas;  that  iilants  Irom  seed  will  give  strong- 
er and  liner,  as  well  as  earlier  llhwers,  than 
tbc  imported  bulbs  I'cr  packet  (about  i  v 
seeds!,  15  cents  Cultural  directions  with 
each  packet.  To  any  readers  of  the  C.\CTt's 
JoURNAl.  however,  who  will  remit  lO  cents 
■  and  state  that  he  saw  this  artverlisement  in 
the  JotiKNAl.,  1  will  sen<l  one  packet  ol  the 
seed  of  l-'rccsia  Kefracta  .Alba, and  alsomail 
my  new  catalogue  containing  list  of  finest 
imported  and  do  mesti,.  seeds,  bulbs  and 
plants. 

IlavespeciBlly  attractive  stocks  ofcladi- 
olusand  Montbretias  from  I.emoine  (Fnnice) 
Tansy  ."eed  in  i.(i  varieties,  anil  mixtures 
from  Roemer  (Germany);  Aster  seed  (mi 
sortst;  finest  selection  new  Sweet  Peas. etc. 
New  Rose  "Crim.son  Rambler",  the  noveltv 
of  the  year 

Address  L.   R.   BENEDICT. 

Ellenville,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  V. 


(") 


i.()\t:i,\' 

ASSORTED 

lo  for  50c.  25  for  51.00 

Grand  Special  Bargain  Set  JJ 

1  Hardy  dram;.-.     1  I'alilpas  Plant, 
1   Piiiber  I'lant.  2  \'aiiilla  IMatits, 

'J  r.lno  I'biL'.  (Irlsi  X  Fnlry  Lilies 

1 0  in  all  lor  30  cents, 

MAir.INC.    LIST  FREE. 

PAfAPAS  GROVE,  Greenland.  Fla, 


THE  ACME  ADJUSTABLE  FANCY 


new    uASTiCA 
WBtCn     THit 


METAL  POT  LABEL. 

Valuable  for  Coust-rvntdi  ics.  l{xhil>ilioiis, 
Flovisls,  Store  Windows.  Seed  Pans,  etc. 

Mannfactiircd  from  decorated  tin  and  brass,  of  neat 
a]>pearancc,  will  last  fciv  years  ;  holds  movable  card 
board  for  name  of  jilant  always  legible,  protected  from 
moisture  by  transparent  Mica  Size  .s>4  inches  loiip, 
!  inch  wide!    Send  for  dcscriiitive  circular 

Tin  Labels,  price  per  loo,  |1.75  Tin  Labels,  sample 
dozen,  postpaid.  30c.  Brass  Labels,  per  loo  |2.25 
Ibass  Labels,  sample  dozen,  postpaid.  35c. 

HERMANN  ROLKER, 

218  Fulton  St.,      u,-y,  NEW  YORK. 

WILLIAM  TELL,  AUSTIN.  TEXAS. 
V I Ni:  i>  1 V r i: i£ i : n t  c; a v/v i , 

ruU  KS  VF.UY  Low.  Send  for  Free  Catalogue. 

LIVING  BOCK  CACTUS  25  Cents  Each. 
(!..>  TEXAS  BULBS  Cheap. 


C.    EPPLER    &    SONS, 
CEDAR  &  CYPRESS  WATER  TANKS 

Of  rtiiv  c.Tpacity,  for  I'lorisls,  Gank-ners 
ami  Siibtirliaii  Kcsiileiict'S,  Sic- 
Leadenhall  and   Stockholm    Sts., 
U2)  BALTIMORE  ,MD. 


Wholesale 
and  Retail . 


HeaflpartersforCactiJ 

1  live  wlirre  Ibry  «ro\v,  anil  can  fnrnish  line  bloom- 
ing; planis  :il  halt' what  you  pay  those  who  have  to 
send  so  far  for  Ihcirsluei;. 

COLLECTIONS. 

No.  I  — 12  Nice  Cacli.  •  jfi.co 

No.  2     25  Iviu  j;er,   bloomiii,ii  size,  $t,  oo 

No.  3—50  bitie  Ivaij^e,  for  propagaliiii;,   $$  oo 

^y-These  are  my  seleelion,  and  as  1  have  sprcial 

nilrs  with  Kxpress  Cnnipaiiies.  I  ran  siml 

Ihein  at  ball-priee. 

SKNn   STAMP    I'OR    I'RICK-I.IST. 

Mrs.  MAUD  M.  BRIGGS.  Pro]).. 
El  Paso,  Texas. 
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LEMON  OIL 


\ 


KILLS    INSECTS  I 


ON  CACTI. 


FOR  SALE  BY 

Edwin  A.  Seidewitz. 


\ 


ALL 

GARDEN 

REQUISITES, 


^S^ 

-^m^ 


36   WEST   LEXINGTON    STREET 
BALTIMORE,  MD. 
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FRIEDERICH  ADOLPH  HAAGE,  Jr.  g^eSny. 

SEEDS  AND  PLANTS, 

OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  COLLECTION  OF  CACTI  IN  EUROPE. 
STOCK  OF  OVER  150.000   PLANTS. 

Buys,  sells  and   exchanges  Cacti    and   Cacti   Seed. 
German  Flower  and  Vegetable  Seeds. 

IH.OSTR*TEO  CATALOGUE,    FREE   ON   APPLICATION. 

Orders  received  by  John  A.  Bkcker,  409  W.  Pratt  St. 
12  lialtiniore,  Md. 

THE  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  SOCIETY. 

Organized  :889.    ^=f    Incorporated  1S90. 

Active    Membership. 

Entrance  fee,  |i.oo 

Dues,   I3  00   per   year. 

Honorary  Menibersliip  I"ee,   I5.00   per  year. 
HRED.  w.  L.^NTZ,  Si:ciu;TARy, 

112  M.  PoPPLETON  Street. 

Baltimore,  Md. 


1797. 


B>^LTIMORE^CENTENNIAL. 

Exposition  from  May  15th  to  November  15th,  1897. 


1897. 


\  o 


Population  verging  on  600,000 

Nearly  100,000  Increase  in  Four  Years. 

$6?, 000, 000  Manufacturing  Increase. 

275   Miles   Electric   and   Cable  Street  Car   Lines 

:oo,ooo  Busy  People  in  Factories  alone. 

$41, coo, 000  in  Savinj^s  Banks. 

$40,000,000  Annually  Paid  Out  in  Factories  Alone. 

Oyster  Product  over  11,000,000  Bushels   Aiinually. 

Twenty  Lines  of  Ocean  Steamers. 

Seat  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  &  Woman's 

College. 

Seat  of  the  Roman    Catholic    Hierarchy. 

Seat  of  Peabody  Institute. 

Educational  Institutions  and  Libraries  Unsurpassed  in 

the  United  States. 

Strongest  Banks  in  the  World. 

ANDTHE  HOMEOFTHE  ONLY  CA 


Best  and  Biggest  Harbor. 

Most  Beautiful  Parks  in  the  Country. 

Perfect  Hf)spitals. 

u  all  Southern.  W^estern  and  filastern  Trunk   Lines. 

Second  Largest  Grain  Shipments  in  America. 

Finest  Manufacturing  Facilities  in  the  World. 

Largest  Number  of  Savings  Institution  in  America. 

Supply  Depot  for  and  Natural  Outlet  to  the  Entire 

South. 

Natural  Outlet  for  Trans-Atlantic  Exports. 

Inexhaustible  and  Best  Water  Supply  in  America. 

Surrounded  by  Richest  Farming  Country  Plust  of 

the  Alleghanies. 
Most  Extensive  C:?nning  Industries  in  the  World. 

Breweries  and  Distilleries  Equal  to  any  in  the 
United  States. 

CTUS  JOURNAL  iN  THE  U.  S 


ENQl'iA.VING. 


BINDING    ^ 

LANTZ  &  ARNOLD,  A 

Book  and  Job  Prj  nters,  L 

213  E.  Lombard  Street, 


BALTinoRE,  no 

^    -Sf    ^ 

Estimates  Furnished.         Horticultural  C 
PRINTERS  OF  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL 


Trial  Collection.  Blooming  Size  Cacti 

C.  Colubrinus  25c  ;    C.  Grnndiflorus  (cut)  15c  ;    K.  Simp 
soni,   20C  ,  E-   Texeusis,   ,^0;    H.   C.   Caespitosus,   25c  : 
M  Applanaia,  25c.  All  ppd.  witli  guide  to  culture,  $1  oo 
Blood  (Actus,  .^oc  all  liy  exp.  $1  co.     Sample,  i,sc,  13 
rieties,   $1  00.      Satisfaction    Guaranteed.      Give   nie 
trial.    Some  large  Specimen  Cacti    at  half  price 
Wizlizenii,    Texeiisis,    Horizonthalonius,     E.  C    Con 
glomeratus,  etc.    Never  so  cheap. 
CURT.  K.  PLUMB.  "Cactus  Crank,"  MILTON,  WIS 


f 

uts.  h 

rf 
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RAht  CACTI  AND  MEXICAN  PLANTS. 

Specimen  Plants  of  tall  growing  Cereus  and    other  va- 
rieties conslauily  on  hand  ;  also  C.\CTI  SEED8  in 
great  variety. 
Received  highest  award  at  World's  Fair,   Chicago,  '93. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  I-'ree. 

Collector  &  Dealer, 
,     Laredo,        Texas. 


ANNA  B.  NICKELS 


^o  Collectors  of  Cactaceous  Plants! 

^  ^  ^  ^        ^' 


r 


■tT^f E  are  projecling  several  expeditions  to 
'  '^  unknown  habitats,  in  search  of  rare 
specimens  of  Ca<5li,  and  may  possi- 
bly obtain  several  novelties.  Here- 
tofore it  has  taken  us  a  j^ear  or  two 
*  before  we  could  offer  in  the  market 
the  fruits  of  our  labors,  the  chief  cause  be- 
ing the  lack  of  sufficient  funds  for  the  cost 
of  transportation  from  far  away  distrifts  ;  to 
obviate  this  difficulty  we  now  solicit  your 
generous  cooperation,  and  will  admit  sub- 
scriptions from  private  colleiflors  to  amount 
of  no  more  than  $10,  nor  less  than  $3,  same 
to  be  paid  in  plantsof  your  seleiftion,  at  a  dis- 
count of  255?  from  price  to  be  fixed  later, 
and  said  price  will  not  be  more  than  f2,  nor 
less  than  50  cents  for  each  specimen.  A  re- 
port of  the  expedition  will  be  rendered  about 
September  50th,  and  a  copy  sent  to  all  con- 
tributors. We  will  endeavor  to  obtain  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  plants  for  all  subscribers  to 
the  expedition,  and  feel  confident  that  all 
colleftors  will  be  pleased  with  their  invest- 
ment, as  the)'  have  their  preference  of  selec- 
tion before  plants  will  be  offered  for  sale. 

Il^"Remiltauces  may  be  made  to  FrED.W. 
LanTZ,  Sec'y  Baltimore  Cactus  Soc'y,  112  N. 
Poppleton  St.,  Baltimore  ;  The  CACTUS  Jour- 
nal Co.,  213  E.  Lombard  St.,  Baltimore,  Md., 
or  direct  to 


* 


J.  ja.  JdcDO  WELL  ^  CO., 

City  of  J^e:2ctco,  J^e:s:tco. 


^I^.^^;%^^ff.%^;^^^1^^l^;^^^ 


A  monthly  publication  devoted  to  the  culture  6f  Cacti,  Succulent  and 
other  plants  closely  allied  to  the  Cacti,  of  which  the  Society  makes 
a  special  study,  giving  practical  hiuts  Ironi  ilie  best  auihorities. 


PUBLISHED  BY 
BALTIMORE    CACTUS    SOCIETY, 
BALTIMORE,  MD. 
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BALTIMORE,  JUNE,  1895. 
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WRITTEN  FOR  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 

HY  CALAHITY  CACTUS. 

SISTER   GRACIOUS. 

|T  w.TSn't  down  in  the  catTloRue  as  a  "  Ca- 
*  laiuity  Cat\n.s,"  but  as  Opuiitia  Vulj;aris, 
l)iit  liis  Iiigli-Sduiuling  name  don't  express 
its  spunk,  and  "  bold  on  ''  qualities,  and  bow 
many  dreadful  accidents  it  went  tbrougb,  to 
we  shall  call  it  by  the  name  solemnly  given 
it  by  the  family.  This  is  bow  I  came  to 
possess  "Calamity."  It  fell  out  of  a  florist's 
cart  and  a  wheel  passed  over  it,  leaving  noth- 
ing but  a  leaf  crammed  full  of  prickles,  with 
a  few  roots  attached  I  carefully  picked  up 
the  forlorn  thing  and  was  rewarded  by  a 
thorn  in  my  thumb  shaip  enough  to  draw 
blood.  But  be  decided  to  grow,  and  in  a 
year  was  a  fine  plant.  It  stood  on  tbe  floor, 
and  my  neighbor  brought  her  two  year  old 
baby  over,  and  we  were  talking  plants  to 
our  heart's  content  when  a  yell  from  the 
baby  brought  us  to  our  feet.  He  actually 
had  bitten  a  piece  from  Opuntia.  Ilis  mouth 
was  full  of  prickles,  and  we  spent  the  after- 
noon gelling  them  out  and  entertaining  the 
neighbors  that  rushed  in  after  bearing  the 
child's  screams.  "Calamity"  lost  favor  and 
was  banished  t(i   the   shed.     Some   mischie- 


vous boy  threw  a  cracker  in  on  the  4lh  of 
July  and  the  shed  caught  fire,  the  whole  fire 
department  came  down  and  put  it  out.  We 
didn't  think  of  O.  Vulgaris  for  several  days, 
and  when  he  was  pulled  out  of  the  ruins  his 
whole  top  was  burnt  oiT  and  he  looked  fit  for 
the  dung  liill,  but  remembering  bis  pluck  we 
cut  him  down  and  be  soon  started  again, 
reaching  a  prickly  height  of  three  feel  with- 
in two  years.  Then  came  a  bud  and  yellow 
flower,  and  hearing  it  would  turn  into  fruit, 
and  that  nice  jelly  could  be  made  of  it,  I 
began  to  think  'Calamity"  bad  cast  off  its 
name.  But  one  dreadful  night  it  stood  in 
front  of  the  window,  and  we  were  all  enjoy- 
ing sweet  dtcanis,  when  we  were  awakened 
by  a  crash  and  a  muffled  toar.  After  awhile, 
Ibe  combined  familv  mustered  courage  to  go 
down  staiis.  "Calamity  "  lay  on  the  floor  a 
wreck,  every  leaf  trampled  flat.  The  window 
was  open  and  we  found  two  men,  on  plunder 
intent,  bad  raised  it  from  tbe  outside  and 
fell  over  the  ca(5lus.  It  made  me  laugh  to 
think  how  ihe  prickles  must  have  stuck  into 
them.  They  were  evidently  disgusted  and 
climbed  out  again.  We  cut  "Calamity"  down 
to  the  roots  and  he  is  now  growing  nicely. 
Its  aliout  time  for  something  else  to  happen 
to  bim.  If  jou  intend  buying  a  caftus  try 
O.  Vulgaris.  For  pluck  and  prickles  they 
beat  tbe  record. 
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The  Baltimore  Cactus  Journal. 

PILO  C,    PA. 

This  very  instructive  publication, 
Started  to  benefit  all  cactus  cranks  ; 
To  give  us  the  experience  of  others, 
And  thus  increase  the  hobby's  ranks. 

Not  quite  a  year,  since  I  had  the  pleasure 
To  look  at  the  contents  of  nnnjber  one  ; 
I  found  the  subject  quite  isterestiug. 
And  what  there  was  of  it— very  well  done. 

Its  growth,  from  the  start  has  been  quite  marked. 
We  surely  are  pleased  to  notice  this  ; 
The  hints  on  the  culture  of  cactus  plants—  t^ 
Not  a  single  word  of  this  do  we  miss. 

And  fron.  the  start,  it  has  been  welcomed 
Wherever  cactus  plants  are  to  be  seen  ; 
To  learn  of  the  cultural  requirements. 
Upon  which  subject,  many  are  yet  green 

We  notice  by  the  communications. 
That  it  goes  to  all  sections  of  onr  laud  ; 
By  the  tenor  of  the  correspondence. 
See  all  are  pleased,  when  it  comes  to  hand 

In  reading  hints,  by  its  contributors. 

In  very  many  cases,  you  will  find 

That  the  chief  cause  of  our  many  failures  ; 

Not  knowing  better— caring  for  them  blind 

Good  luck  to  the  cactus  publication. 
May  its  hints  treat  every  variety  ; 
Alsosuccess  to  the  founders  of  it. 
"The  Baltimore  Cactus  Society." 


CINCINNATI  CACTI  CLUB. 

A  Progressive  Society  that  has  a   Fad 
AND  Sticks  to  it. 

The  Members  are    Prominent   Citizeu.s  with 

a  Passionate  Love  for  the  Plant. 

A   Brief  Historj'. 

THE  Cincinnati  Cafti  Club  has  been  in  ex- 
istence about  three  years  and  is  coin- 
po?ed  of  several  most  enterprising  citizens. 
The  following  are  the  officers  of  the  club  : 
President,  Dr.  G.  M.  Hoehu,  of  Ml.  Airy  ; 
Vice-President,  John  Lanipert,  Norwood  ; 
Secretary,  Stephe  S.  Bonbright,  Cincinnati  ; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Slrobel,  Norwood  ; 
Custodian,  Lawrence  Keller. 

The  club  has  its  own  hothouse  and  con- 
servatory at  Norwood,  where  the  plants  be- 
longing to  the  members  are  stored  free  of 
charge  during  the  winter  weather.  As  soon 
as  the  improvements  at  the  Zoo  are  per- 
fected the  club  expects  to  have  a  home  for 
its  plants  there.     It  anticipates  being  repre- 


sented in  the  housetop  or  roof  garden  at  the 
/Coo,  in  which  some  of  the  individual  mem- 
bers as  well  as  the  club  have  taken  a  great 
interest  and  for  which  they  have  been 
working. 

The  members  of  the  Cafti  Club  are  all 
working  and  progiessive  people  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  caiftus  plant.  The  membership 
is  limited  to  fifty,  and  each  one  of  the  mem- 
bers has  obtained  about  fifty  varieties  of  the 
plant. 

Sol  Stephan,  Superintendent  of  the  /Coo- 
logical  Garden,  has  been  very  active  in  se- 
curing a  home  for  the  club  at  the  garden,  be- 
cause it  is  the  most  suitable  place  for  exhibit- 
ing the  different  varieties  of  the  plant.  The 
Zoo  has  some  of  the  fiuest  specimens  of 
cafli  in  the  Ohio  valley. 

Mr.  Schoebel,the  head  florist  for  Colonel 
W.  B.  Smith,  has  one  of  the  most  wonderful 
collections  of  ca6li  of  anj-  one  in  the  societ)'. 
Some  of  them  are  now  in  bloom  and  present 
a  most  beautiful  appearance  with  their  deli- 
cate flowers.  One  of  them  is  nine  feet  high. 
There  is  also  one  at  the  Zoo  named  Opuntia 
Arborescens,  filled  with  hundreds  of  flowers. 
Colonel  Smith  is  quite  a  lover  of  the  CadJlrus 
and  has  some  very  fine  specimens. 

At  the  room  of  Secretary  Bonbright,  45S 
Main  street,  may  be  seen  over  three  hundred 
varieties  of  the  cacSlus.  He  has  eighteen 
different  varieties  in  bud  and  bloom,  includ- 
ing the  Ph.  Ackermanni,  Ph.  Jenkiilson,  E. 
C.  Caespitosus  Echinopsis  Triumphans,  Ech- 
inopsis  MuUeri,  Ph.  Anguligar,  one  of  the 
rarest  in  the  city.  Opuntia  Arborescens  and 
others.  He  also  has  a  rare  plant  of  the  Ech- 
inocereus  family,  imported  from  Germany. 

Mr.  Hoehne,  the  president  of  the  club,  has 
the  largest  variety  of  the  Stapelia  family  in 
the  Ohio  valley.  He  has  over  forty  varieties, 
which  were  imported  from  the  royal  gardens 
at  Erfurt,  Germany.  Secretary  Bonbright 
has  twenty-two  unknown  varieties  of  the 
ca(ftus,  known  only  bj-  numbers  in  the  Smith- 
sonian Institute  at  Washington.  The  plants 
are  all  thriving  and  are  in  good  condition. 

In  this  city  and  immediatel}'  adjacent  su- 
burbs are  450  varieties  of  the  caftus,  more 
than  400  of  which  are  owned  or  controlled 
by  members  of  the  club,  who  have  collected 
them  within  the  last  three  years.  Secretary 
Bonbright  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  about 
350  varieties  bj-  the  bursting  of  a  steam  pipe 
about  a  year  ago,  but  he  has  more  than  re- 
covered from  the  loss  and  has  some  of  the 
fiuest  specimens  in  the  country. 
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The  club  gets  its  diflfereut  varieties  of  tlie 
plant  either  by  purchase  or  exchange  from 
ErJ»irt,  Germany,  the  royal  Rardcus  at  Le 
Roi,  France,  Mexico,  Central  America,  South 
America,  Pern,  Lower  California,  New  Mexico 
and  Arizona.  The  liest  exchanges  are  re- 
ceived from  the  country  along  the  Rio  Grande 
river,  where  the  cac5ti  are  raised  and  culti- 
vated b)'  the  huudreds  of  acres,  the  same  as 
farmers  raise  potatoes  in  Ohio. 

While  the  membership  of  the  Cincinnati 
Club  is  limited,  there  are  at  least  six  hundred 
similar  cnillivators  among  the  wealthy  rcsi 
dents  of  the  suburban  homes  of  Cincinnati, 
and  wiudow  gardening  of  the  caetns  has  be- 
come quite  a  fad  in  Baltimore  and  some  of 
the  other  Kastern  cities,  in  which  they  rival 
each  other  in  growth,  because  they  are  able 
to  stand  the  hot,  dry  sun,  and  require  no  at- 
tention. Several  of  the  specimens  require 
little  or  no  water  the  year  round. — Cincin- 
nali  Daily  Trihume. 


WRITTEN  fOR    TKE    CACTUS    JOUHR*L. 


ECHEVERIA  METALLICA. 

Correct  name  "Cotyledon  gihbiflora  inetallica.'" 
HOW    TO    PKOPAGATE. 

M.   SU'ENSON,   WASHINGTON. 

TpHK  most   showy   of  tlie  whole  genus,  but 
*      not  so  easy  to  propagate.     It  will  not 
succeed  by  pulling  the  leaves  in  sand  as  can 
be  done  with  the  majority  of  the  species. 


Leave  them  on  until  they  get  about  two  inches 
long,  cut  off  and  root  in  sand,  and  when  well 
rooted  pot  off  in  three  inch  pots. 

After  a  little  while,  and  with  considerable 
pride,  you  will  get  some  handsome  plants. 

WRITTER  FOR    TMC   CACTUS   JOURNAL. 

CARNATIONS. 

Companion  Plants  For  Our  Cactuses. 

Pllll.  I, OCA  Yl-Sl",  Va. 

IJOWIvYER  fond  we  may  be  of  our  snc- 
'  *     culcnt   pets,  many  of  us  find  room  in 
our  hearts  and  gardens  for  ntiniber  of  other 
plants  ;  and  among  the  most  desirable  plants 
for  growing  with  caetuses  are  the  dainty  fra- 
grant Carnation.     These  seldom   fail   to   re- 
ward your  care  and  attention,  by  showers  of 
lovely  blossoms,  being  abundant  bloomers, 
thus  making  amends,  for  the  short  comings 
of  cartuscs,   in   lliis  respect.     Carnations  do 
equally  well   bedded   out   as   when    kept   in 
pots,  provided   they  receive   plenty  of  sun- 
shine, are  not  watered  to  excess,  have  good 
drainage   and   a   rich  somewhat  sandy  soil. 
Too   much   water  will   cause   the    stems    to 
decay  and  break  off  near  the  ground.     Too 
much  shade  will  make  the  plants  week  and 
feeble  in  growth  and  prevent  their  blooming 
to  a  great  extent.     To  induce  a  strong  and 
vigorous  liabit  of  growth,  keep  well  pinched 
back  till   they  fotm   bushy,  compact   plants. 
The  "ideal  Carnation  bed  "  is  some  favored 
spot,    well   drained   and    receiving    the    full 
morning  snu,  being  shaded  during  the  hottest 
part  of  the   afternoon.     Any   of  the   insect 
foes  of  the  Carnation  can  be  put  to  flight  by 
spraying  with  kerosene  emulsion.     To  have 
them  bloom  for  yon  during  the  cold,  dreary 
days  of  winter,  give  all  the  sunshine  possible. 


The  best  way  i"  get  ymun;  plants,  (if  anj' 
of  the  old  ones  have  survived  the  winter,)  is, 
when  the  season  commences  plant  them  otit- 
doors  in  some  rich  soil  and  a  sunny  position 
they  will  soon  recuperate,  and  commence  to 
grow.  Shortly  after  flowerspikes  will  appear, 
leave  them  on  until  ready  for  llowering,  then 
use  a  .sharp  knife,  and  cut  the  flower-spike 
off  close  to  the  stem  ;  cut  off  the  flower-buds 
and  also  the  lower  leaves,  then  set  them 
about  three  inches  deep  in  sand,  several 
in  a  pot,  given  water  freely  they  will  soon  get 
rooted  If  any  flower  buds  appear  pinch 
off.  Towards  early  spring  young  plants  will 
grow  from  almost  every   node    of  the   stem. 


Cactus  Directory. 

Coinprisinp  liotli  the  botanical  and  popular  names 
of  sonic  of  oiir'niost  commcni  varieties. 


Kchinocactus,  any -variety  (Hedgehog  cactus) 
E.  Grussoni,  (The  golden  caflus.) 
E.  Texensis,  (Devil's  pin-cushion.) 
H.  Setispinus,  (Pineapple  caiMus.) 
E.  Wislizcnii,  (Fish-hook -Strawberry  catlus) 
Echinocercus  candicans,  (Rainbow  cactus.) 
v..  C.  Pcclinalus,  (Corn-cob  cartus) 
I-"piphyllum,     any     variety,     (Crab,    lobster- 
claw,  chain,  bleeding,  inch  cactus) 
E.Russcllianum  Gartueri,  (G;ertner's  caiflus, 
Easier  cactus) 
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OUR  MEXICO  LETTER. 

J.  A.  MC  DOWELL,  MEXICO. 

^TANDING  at  the  Parque  Juarez  faciug 
*-^  southward,  I  often  gazed  on  a  most  en- 
chanting scenic  route  I  had  in  my  programme 
for  exploring.  Urgent  orders  reached  me, 
that  compelled  me  to  leave  haunts  that  had 
become  quite  endearing,  and  finall}-  decided 
to  start  slowly  towards  the  Pacific,  and  bid 
adieu  to  Jalapa. 

"No  S03' bardo,  si  lo  fuera 
Dulces  cantos  te  daria, 
Mas  te  de  dyo  el  alma  entera, 
Jalapa  tierra  hechicera, 
Jardiu  de  la  Patria  mia  !" 

I  took  the  tramway  cars  to  Coatepec.  This 
short  route  is  quite  familiar  to  tourists.  An 
American  lady  was  aboard  and  seemed  dis- 
appointed at  not  seeing  orchids  everywhere 
even  though  she  was  enchanted  at  the  luxu- 
rious tropical  vegetation.  I  immediately 
proceeded  to  overtake  my  men  who  had  gone 
ahead.  On  the  road  I  was  met  by  a  force  of 
rural  police,  who  looked  on  me  suspiciously 
and  the  inquiries  of  the  chief  becomiug  more 
than  my  patience  could  endure,  I  produced 
my  railway  pass  and  identified  it  with  my 
signature  ;  this  allowed  me  to  go  further  un- 
molested. Early  in  the  afternoon  I  reached 
Teocelo,  and  here  united  with  my  men  to 
prepare  the  next  day  for  the  longest  foot 
journey  I  have  ever  taken. 

The  woods  have  been  cleared,  and  every 
available  foot  of  land,  even  on  the  steep  rav- 
ines which  were  planted  in  coffee  ;  in  fact  the 
region  I  am  traversing  is  the  greatest  coffee 
producing  distrift  in  the  republic,  and  since 
the  depreciation  of  silver,  and  the  consequent 
high  price  of  coffee,  many  who  were  poor 
planters  have  become  immensely  rich  ;  there 
are  Indians  who  do  not  know  Iheir  wealth. 

Next  morning  at  six  I  started  with  my  five 
men,  quite  disappointed  because  I  foresaw 
the  failure.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  colleft 
and  ship  on  the  Interoceanic  R.  R.  on  ac- 
count of  expensive  mule  freight ;  morever 
there  will  be  nothing  found  in  quantity  to 
compensate  the  expense  of  remaining.  Bar- 
keria  elegans,  Brassia  verucosa,  and  some 
Odontoglossums  I  may  discover  on  ascending 
Perote.  Ca6li  are  not  found,  and  have  seen 
only  one  variety  of  agave.  We  march  on, 
pass  a  deep  ravine  and  ascend  to  Cosantlan, 
where  we  have  lunch.     I  am  informed  of  Ix- 


huatlan,  a  place  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
and  very  moist,  where  some  varieties  of  or- 
chids may  be  found.  I  note  the  place,  aud 
record  it  for  some  future  explorer,  who  may 
be  more  fortunate  than  I. 

Onward  march  !  For  I  am  determined  to 
push  my  way  towards  the  line  of  the  grand 
Mexican  Railway.  Passing  through  count- 
less coffee  plantations,  we  arrive  at  the  great 
Barranca  de  los  Pescados,  probably  the  deep- 
est ravine  in  the  stale  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  one 
of  the  grandest  and  most  picturesque  in  Mex- 
ico. Several  good  orchids  are  here  found — 
Lselias  and  Lycastes,  but  we  do  not  stop  to 
collect.  The  descent  is  not  very  baid,  we 
reach  the  beautiful  waters  at  the  bottom  and 
cross  the  dangerous  plank  bridge.  The  as- 
cent is  more  lengthy  than  we  imagined,  and 
we  are  several  hours  in  performing  the  feat  ; 
before  accomplishing  it,  I  look  to  my  left  and 
meet  with  a  wonderful  curiosity  in  nature. 
On  a  perpendicular  solid  stone  embankment 
there  is  a  tremendous  large  boulder  separa- 
ted by  some  inches  from  the  main  rock  as  if 
it  had  been  chiseled  out.  My  guide  who  had 
been  here  eight  years  before  informed  me 
that  former!}'  there  was  a  long  ladder  to 
reach  it,  but  now  the  embankment  is  so 
washed  out  that  the  stone  is  almost  inaces- 
sible. 

By  about  7  p.  ni.  we  reached  the  village  of 
San  Bartolo,  after  having  trodden  twelve 
hours  the  steep  Barrancas  that  wash  down 
from  Perote  and  the  Peak  of  Orizaba.  We 
stop  for  the  night,  and  are  only  half  fed  with 
"chile  aud  tortillas" — corn  cakes  and  pepper. 
Early  next  morning  we  proceed  to  the  pros- 
perous town  of  Huntosco,  another  great  cof- 
fee center.  Most  of  the  coffee  from  here  is 
shipped  to  Cordova,  and  well  known  by  that 
famous  brand.  It  is  yet  further  than  I  desire 
to  be  from  the  line  of  the  railway,  and  we  go 
to  Coscomatepec.  I  notice  my  men  are  very 
much  fatigued,  aud  make  all  possible  en- 
deavors to  keep  their  spirits  "up."  Another 
great  ravine  is  reached  ;  we  make  a  prelim- 
inary survey,  and  go  on  to  iliake  my  quarters 
for  a  while  at  the  village  ahead. 

Next  morning  I  send  my  foreman  in  one 
direction,  while  I  go  in  a  different,  and  we 
both  bring  specimens  to  warrant  a  short  stay. 
Chysis  bractescens,  some  Lycastes,  an  Odon- 
toglossum,  and  Stauhopeas  are  what  my  boys 
must  collect,  while  I  proceed  to  Fortin  to 
take  the  train  for  Mexico,  having  accom- 
plished on  foot  one  of  my  most  memorable 
journeys  in  orchid-lands. 
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Some  New  and  Very  Pretty  Plants. 


WE  have  received  from  the  several  collec- 
tors this  spriugsonie  very  pretty,  and  to 
us  entirely  new  plants,  a  few  of  which  we 
will  give  a  short  description,  giving  illustra- 
tions being  reproduftious  from  photographs 
of  the  plants  in  our  collection.  We  agree  in 
regard  to  "original  illustrations"  with  your 
correspondent  "I'ilo.  C"  in  his  article  in  the 
May  number,  and  hope  the  Journal  will  give 
pialurcs  with  new  plants  when  possible, which 
we  think  will  often  assist  us  in  finding  the 
name  of  some  of  the  unknown  plants  in  our 
collections. 

Pii.ocEREUs  FossuLATus.     This  plant,    al 
though  not  a  new  plant,  (as  a  description  of 
it  is  given  in  Forster's  Book,   published  in 


ored  spines  showing  through  the  silken  hairs 
makes  a  pretty  contrast,  and  indeed  a  very 
desirable  plant  in  any  colleiflion. 

Agave  Nickelsii.  Although  our  friend 
"C;irp"  has  given  an  excellent  description  of 
this  new  agave,  no  one  can  imagine  the  beau- 
ty of  it — he  must  see  it.  The  writer  was  pre- 
sented with  a  handsome  specimen  by  Mrs. 
Nickels,  who  found  the  plant,  and  in  whose 
honor  it  was  named,  and  placing  by  the  side 
of  Victoria  Regina,  which  it  resembles  in 
many  rcspeifls,  is  by  far  the  prettiest  of  any 
of  this  family.  The  leaves  are  much  stouter 
than  on  the  Yirtoria,  the  ends  of  which  are 
dark  brown,  ornamented  by  a  long,  sharp, 
black  point.  The  markings  on  the  back  of 
the  leaf  are  broad,  and  every  leaf  is  marked 
alike.  The  illustration  is  taken  from  a  plaut 
16  inches  in  diameter.  Mrs.  Nickels,  whose 
advertisement  is  found  in  another  column, 
can  furnish  this  agave  at  various  prices,  ac- 
cording to  size  of  plaut,  and  anyone  wishing 
thebeauty  of  beauties  in  the  agave  line  should 
procure  one. 


1S46,)  is  very  little  known  to  the  cactus  ad- 
mirer, as  it  is  claimed  by  coUeftors  that  track 
of  this  plant,  like  many  others  had  been  lost, 
which  made  it  scarce.  The  illustration  is 
a  reproduction  of  the  plant  growing  out  of  a 
piece  of  lava  rock,  an  analysis  of  which  is 
given  in  other  column.  It  is  of  columnar 
growth,  7  ridges,  new  growth  of  spines  of  a 
yellow  color,  those  at  the  Ijase  of  the  plant, 
brown.  Upon  the  growing  part  of  the  stem, 
the  spines  are  interlaced  with  a  cream  col- 
ored hair,  which  turns  white  and  falls  from 
the  plant  as  the  stem  matures.  It  is  of  a 
pretty  green  color,  and  with  the  bright  col- 


In  the  next  number  will  give  a  description 
and  pictures  of  the  Echinocactus  TroUietti 
and  Mamillaria  spiuosissima  brunea,  two 
very  pretty  plants. 

We  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to 
the  revised  and  enlarged  edition  of  "The 
Horticulturist's  Rule  Book"  advertised  in 
another  column.  It  is  a  compendium  of 
useful  information  for  fruit  growers,  truck 
gardeners,    florists,   and   others. 

Orders  placed  with  us  will  receive  prompt 
attention. 
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WRITTEN  FOR    THE    CACTUS   JOUHSAL. 

A  CATASTROPHE. 

The  first  of  May  I  set  apart 
My  cactus  bed  to  give  a  start, 
With  morning  dew  and  sky  so  blue. 
I  put  about  my  task  to  do. 

With  trowel  and  spade  the  soil  I  laid. 
And  then  for  a  moment  sought  the  shade, 
The  cat  on  fence  was  watching  me 
And  woudering  what  those  things  could  be. 

The  echitios  I  placed  therein, 
The  mamillarias  as  next  of  kin— 
The  cat  meantime  her  toilet  made. 
Was  speculating  on  a  raid 

Wnen  all  at  once  the  coast  seemed  clear, 
As  I  had  stepped  quite  in  the  rear 
She  pounced  upon  Senils*  head- 
He  will  survive— the  cat  is 

Stony  Creekum  Digupum.  Pa. 


WRITTEff   FOR     THE    CACTu; 


SUBSTITUTING. 


PILO.  C.  PENKA. 


THIS  practice  should  be  discountenanced 
by  all  purchasers  of  caiStuses,  and  dis- 
continued by  all  dealers  aud  suppliers  of 
such  plants,  for  several  reasons  :  it  creates 
confusion  in  the  correct  names  of  the  plants,  ' 
and  causes  great  dissatisfaction,  by  not  re- 
ceiving what  was  ordered  and  expected. 

Substituting  might  be  permissible  in  some 
cases — where  a  person  is  just  starting  a  col- 
lection, and  wants  his  plants  at  once  ;  the 
dealer  being  perhaps  out  of  some  of  the 
plants  ordered,  substitutes  others  for  ihem, 
informing  his  customer,  why  he  has  sent  the 
other  plants. 

Then,  there  are  cases  in  which  the  dealer 
has  no  right  to  substitute  without  first  in- 
forming his  customer  why  he  cannot  furrfiish 
all  the  plants  ordered.  A  party  desir-ous  of 
adding  a  few  new  varieties  to  their  collec- 
tion, places  an  order  with  a  dealer;  of  course 
expecting  to  receive  such  plants,  as  they  are 
on  the  price  list.  When  the  plants  arrive, 
find  that  some  plants,  which  are  already 
possessed  by  them,  have  been  sent,  instead 
of  what  they  ordered;  then  there  is  a  growl, 
then  comes  the  explanation  from  the 
dealer,  whereas  if  the  explanation  had  come 
before  the  plants  were  seut;  the  party  order- 
ing, could  liave  selected  others;  then  there 
would  have  been  satisfaction  all  around  and 
no  occasiou  for  growling. 

And  then,  last  but  not  least— but  the  worst, 
comes   the   dealer,  who  when   receiving   an 


order,  if  he  has  not  the  plant  ordered  will 
send  a  plant  similar  in  appearance  ;  putting 
the  name  of  the  plant  ordered  on  the  substi- 
tuted plant.  Suppose  I  want  Astrophytum 
Myriostigma,  I  may  get  Echiuocaftus  Cap- 
ricoruis  instead  but  labeled  all  right ;  or  I 
may  order  E.  Cac.  Mullicostatus  and  receive 
a  Crispatus.  I  might  name  many  others  that 
could  be  easily  substituted.  How  confusing 
this  becomes,  can  easily  be  imagined  ;  the 
purchaser  remaining  in  ignorance  of  the 
correct  names  of  his  plants,  until  corrected 
by  one  who  is  familiar  with  the  difference  in 
construction  of  the  two  varieties.  These  are 
stubborn  facts — not  fairy  tales.  I  have  ex- 
perienced .some  of  these  annoyance,  and 
have  come  in  contact  with  others,  who 
have  had  the  same  experience. 

But  thanks  to  The  Journal,  through  its 
adverliscnieuts,  amateurs  are  brought  in 
contact  with  many  dealers  in  caflus  plants, 
who  were  unknown  to  them  before,  among 
which  one  is  sure  to  find  a  dealer,  \>ho  will 
endeavor  to  meet  the  wants  of  his  parlieular 
customers — without  substituting. 


WfltTTEN  FOR  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 


AQUATICS. 


E.    M.   t..,   CAL. 


WITH  all  due  deference  to  "  Loca  Yuse," 
I  must  beg  to  differ  in  the  culture  of 
of  the  Chinese  Sacred  Lily,  as  given  in  the 
March  number  of  The  Cactus  Journal. 
Here  in  California,  this  bulb  is  grown  very 
extensively  and  blooms  during  January  and 
February  in  the  open  ground.  The  Chinese, 
however,  grow  it  to  perfection  in  water,  and 
wherever  the  sign  of  "Lung  Lee,  Washing 
and  Ironing,"  is  seen,  a  glauce  at  the  grimy 
window  will  reveal  a  quaint  Chinese  bowl, 
and  rising  from  its  depths  eight  to  ten  spikes 
of  pure  fragrant  blossoms,  with  their  wealth 
of  green  foliage.  Dire,  indeed,  would  the 
prospect. for  the  coming  year  look  to  "John" 
if  his  '  'good  luck"  lily  did  not  greet  his  new 
year ;  and  he  treats  his  lily  iu  this  wise  : 

Take  a  large  bulb,  and  with  a  sharp  knife 
score  it  in  five  or  more  places  (depending 
upon  the  size  of  bulb)  about  half  an  inch 
apart  ;  run  the  knife  down  almost  to  the 
bases  of  bulb  ;  place  in  the  bowl  two  inches 
of  coarse  gravel,  then  the  bulb  which  steady 
with  pebbles  or  shells  ;  pour  iu  the  water, 
sufficient  to  cover  the  bulb,  and  allow  the 
roots  to  form  When  the  bulbs  begin  to 
grow,  the  water  must  be  changed  every  day, 
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failure  to  do  so  will  result  in  poor,  weakly 
foliage,  and  sickly  blossoms  or  probably  no 
blossoms  at  all.  The  bulb  may  be  lifted  out 
occasionally  and  the  bowl  and  pebbles 
washed.  The  purer  the  water  is  kept,  the 
larger  and  sweeter  the  blossoms  will  be. 
Like  cactuses,  the  Chinese  Sacred  Lily  is 
often  "  killed  with  kindness." 

Parrot's  Feather  is  lovely  grown  in  watei 
nlone,  but  keep  the  water  pure.  A  large  fish 
globe  has  been  a  "  thing  of  beauty  "  all 
winter,  a  mass  of  delicate  feathery  green- 
Keep  the  ends  pinched  back,  otherwise  it 
becomes  straggly  Another  little  aquatic, 
a  profuse  bloomer,  is  the  Water  Ranunculus. 
A  few  miles  from  my  home  is  a  small  lake, 
and  here  the  Water  Ranunculus  may  be  seen 
in  all  its  shimmering  glory.  It  creeps  around 
the  edges  of  the  lake,  for  it  loves  the 
shallow  water  and  during  slimmer  is  a 
blaze  of  glory.  It  has  neat,  pretty,  dark- 
green  foliage,  prettily  veined,  and  its  dainty 
little  blossoms  are  a  deep  golden  yellow,  the 
stamens  lipped  with  tiny  points  of  red.  It 
may  be  grown  in  water  alone  (without  soil), 
when  the  foliage  assumes  a  yellowish  tiniie. 
The  short  fleshy  roots  are  pink.  It  is  admir- 
ably adapted  to  acqualic  hanging  baskets. 

Native  Soil  in  whicli  Cactus  Grow. 

L.  l".  K.,  PH.  G.,  M.  D. 

I  W.\S  handed  a  bit  of  soil  by  one  of  the 
'     Cactus  admirers  in  this  city  to  pass   an 
opinion  on.  which  he  obtained  on  a  plant  of 
rilocerus   fofisulatus,  sent  to  him  from  Mexi- 
co.    The   plant  was  still    embedded    in    its 
native  soil  when  received  (at  least  the  root 
was).     The  i-oil   was   as  one   solid   piece  of 
rock,   through    which    the    plant    grew   and 
very  heavy,  but  somewhat   poious  and  of  a 
dark   grayish  brown  color.     It  was  said  by 
the  collector  to  he  volcanic  rock,  of  which   I 
have  no  doubt,  after  making  a  chemical  an- 
alysis, which  proved  it  to  consist  principally 
of   oxide   of  iron   and   oxide   of  silicon,    or 
silicic  acid,  better  known  as  sand,  with  some 
silicate  of   lime  and  aluminum  and  a  trace 
of  sulphur  all  fused  together  into  one  solid 
mass  of  porous  rock  by  the  great  heat  evi- 
dently generated  by  the  volcanic  eruplion. 
In  the  pores  and  crevices  of  this  roclc  were 
embedded  small  quantities  of  organic  matter 
or  Vegetable  debris,  evidently  collected  there 
from  decaying  vegetables  and  animal  refuse. 
How  this  Cactus  could  grow  on  this  rock  is 
amatter  of  speculation,  as  the   plant  in  its 


growth  had  apparently  bored  a  hole  in   the 
rock  into  which  its   root  exactly  fitted,  with 
little  or  nothing  around  it  but  the  rock  sub- 
stance   itself.     My    opinion,    based    on    the 
theory  is,  that  the  hole  in  which  the  root  was 
embedded  was  a  pore  in  the  rock  which  was 
at   one  time  filled  with  soil  into  which  the 
seed  fell,  germinated  and  grew,  and  in  time 
had  either  absorbed  all  the  soil  or  displaced 
it ;  as  to  the  Cactus  subsisting  on  this  rock  it 
is  very  probable,  as  the  lime  which  the  rock 
contained  is  a  very  essential  element  in  the 
soil  of  Ca(5li,  as   the  stems  of  all   varieties 
contains  it  in  large  proportion,  the  rains  and 
storms  dissolve  the  lime  and  in  solution  the 
plants  are  able  to  take  it  up.     The  silicate  of 
aluminum     is    nothing    but    ordinary     clay 
which  is  found  in  nearly  all  soils.     The  or- 
ganic matter  found  in  the  pores  and  crevices 
is  well  able  to  furnish  all  the  carbon  which 
the  plant  needs  for  its  growth  which  is  the 
most  essential  element  in   the  whole  plant 
economy  ;  thus  we  have  the  theory  on  which 
to  base  our  speculation.     But  as  for  making 
an  ideal  native  soil  it  would  be  impossible 
for  any  amateur  C.  C;  and  if  he  wanted  to 
ein]iloy  an  experienced  chemist  it  would  be 
a  little  expensive. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  appear  that  any 
soil  which  contains  plenty  of  sand  with  a 
little  loam,  which  is  rich  in  clay,  a  little  lime- 
stone or  marble  crushed  fine,  and  some  well 
decayed  vegetable  matter  or  animal  reluse 
to  furnish  the  carbon,  is  all  that  is  necessary 
for  the  life,  growth  and  health  of  our  pet 
plants.  Of  course  we  should  not  forget  to 
add  a  little  water  to  the  composition  occa- 
sionally, as  it  is  this  which  puts  your  soil  in 
condition  to  be  taken  up  by  the  plant.  I 
water  mine  at  all  times  sufficiently  to  keep 
the  soil  continually  damp  and  my  plants 
always  look  fresh  and  healthy  and  very 
seldom  lose  one. 

To  organize  Cactus  Societies. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Baltimore  Cactus  So- 
ciety has  received  letters  from  Mr.  A.  A. 
Kleinschmidt,  lor  S.  Fourth  St.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,Mr.  W.  K.  Meudenhall, Waco, Texas, and' 
Mr.  F.  S  Curtis,  491  E.  144th  St.,  New  York 
City,  making  inquiry  as  to  the  woikiugofour 
society,  with  intentions  of  forming  similar 
societies  in  their  cities  for  the  cultivation  of 
ca<:^taccous  plants,  and  the  readers  of  The 
Journal  in  and  near  these  cities  are  re- 
quested to  communicate  with  them  and  aid 
them  in  crowning  their  eflorts  with  success. 
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Baltimore,  June,  1895. 
NOTICE. 

,YOUR  SUBSCRIPTION  EXPIRES  when  this 
notice  is  checked,  and  no  more  copies  will  be 
sent  until  you  renew  the  same  We  would  be  pleased 
to  have  you  renew  your  subscription  promptly,  and 
always  state  with  which  number  it  expires. 

With  this  number  the  Baltimore  Cac- 
tus Journal,  the  only  i)ublication  in  the 
english  language,  devoted  to  the  care  and 
cultivation  of  cactaceous  plants,  closes  its 
first  year.  The  publishers  are  gratified  to 
know,  from  the  many  congratulatory  let- 
ters received  from  both  our  subscribers  and 
advertisers,  that  our  efforts  are  appreciated, 
and  it  is  our  aim  in  the  future,  (with  the 
aid  of  our  readers)  to  make  our  |)aper 
.even  more  interesting  than  in  the  past,  as 
by  experience  we  have  learned  the  de- 
mands of  our  patrons.  We  desire  to  ex- 
press our  sincere  thanks  to  the  friends  who 
have  so  kindly  contributed  their  very  in- 
teresting articles  to  our  columns,  our  sub- 
scribers, and  our  advertiser,  and  hojie  to 
have  their  aid  in  the  future. 

Avail  yourself  of  the  opportunity  of  se- 
curing the  cheap  collection  of  cactuses 
we  offer  with  the  Journal.  This  is  the 
last  month  that  this  offer  will  appear,  as 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  collec- 
tors for  orders  received  by  us  prior  to  July 
I  St.  This  is  an  opportunity  for  new  be- 
ginners to  secure  some  very  good  plants. 

We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  the  notice  of  "organizing  cactus 
societies"  and  would  respectfully  urge  our 


readers  in  the  several  localities  to  commu 
nicate  with  the  gentlemen,  and  aid  them 
as  much  as  possible  in  organizing  so- 
cieties for  the  purpose  disseminating  the: 
knowledge  on  cactaceous  plants.  They 
have  our  best  wishes,  and  will  give  all  as- 
sistance in  our  power  to  crown  their  ef- 
forts with  succes. 

On  another  page  will  be  found  a  very 
interesting  account  of  the  Cincinnati  Cac- 
ti Club.  We  are  pleased  to  know  of  their 
grand  success,  and  of  the  prominent  place 
they  e.xpect  to  secure  for  displaying  their 
plants.      Let  us  hear  from  them  oftener. 

With  this  number  many  subscriptions 
expire.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  renew- 
als will  be  sent  in  promptly,  so  that  your 
numbers  will  be  complete.  Many  of  the 
former  numbers  are  entirely  exhausted, 
and  we  regret  often  that  we  cannot  send 
back  numbers,  when  requested.  We  mail 
our  subscription  list,  after  which  the  re- 
mainder is  sent  upon  request  for  samples, 
excepting  a  few  copies  which  are  kept  on 
file  in  our  office. 

The    Cactus  Journal   Company,    Pub- 
lishers of  the  Baltimore  Cactus 
Journal. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Baltimore  Cac- 
■'*  lus  Society  in  March,  1S94,  a  question 
arose  as  to  the  advisabilty  of  publishing  a 
paper  which  would  impart  knowledge  in  the 
care  and  cultivation  of  cactaceous  plants, 
and  making  it  known  to  the  many  persons 
engaged  in  this  beautiful  study,  encoura- 
ging letters  were  received,  from  Maine  to 
California,  Mexico  and  other  foreign  coun- 
tries, with  promises  of  support  to  its  columns 
from  some  of  the  best  authorities  in  the  coun- 

After  due  consideration  a  company  was 
formed  (by  the  four  members  of  the  Baltimore 
Cactus  Society  whose  portraits  appear  on  the 
following  page,)  and  in  July,  1S94,  we  sent 
the  first  number  of  the  Baltimore  Cadlus 
Journal  in  all  directions. 

From  the  start  our  efforts  were  crowned  with 
success,  and  we  can  say  to  day,  with  pride, 
that  no  publication  so  young  as  this,  can 
boast  of  a  wider  circulation  than  ours — it 
travels  to  Mexico,  through  almost  every  state 
in  the  Union,  Canada  and  foreign  countries. 

Mr  Jno.  A.  Becker,  of  Baltimore,  who  has 
been  the  president  of  the  Baltimore  Cactus 
Society-  since  its  organization  in  18S9,  is  an 
earnest  worker  in  promoting  the  interest  in 
cadtaceous  plants.    He  possesses  the  largest 
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collection  of  caiflaceous  plants  iu  Maryland. 
Mr.  Fred  W.  Lautz  has  filled  the  po.'iition 
of  Secretary  of  the  Baltimore  Ca(flus  Society 
since  its  foniiatiou,  and  takes  an  artive  in- 
terest in  matters  concerning  both  the  Society 
and  Jonrnal,  and  much  credit  is  due  him  for 
their  success.      He   also    lias    a    very   large 


He  is  a  pra6lical  florist,  and  a  regular  contri- 
butor to  these  columns.  );ivin.!;some  practical 
hints  ou  plants  which  he  made  a  special 
study. 

Mr  A.  von  Michcroux,  is  General  Repre- 
sentative for  the  Journal,  and  iu  conjunction 
with  his  business    wliich_  calls    him  into     all 


Jotiti  \.  Heckcr. 
Cliiis.  I,.  Styliold. 


Kred   W.  Laiilz. 
A.  voii  Michcroux. 


THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL  COMPANY. 

collet-liou.amouR  ihem  some  very  ra>e  plants,  parts  of  the  United  States,  he  introduces  the 

Mr.   Llias.  L.  Seybold  is  vSuperinteudcnt  of  publication.     He  is  also  a  lover  of  plants  and 

Carroll  Park.    Much  credit  is  due  him  for  the  has  some  very  fine  specimens  of  cacti  iu  his 

excellent   display  of  the  cactus  beds  at  the  conservatory    at    his    summer    residence    at 

park,    which  attraiils  thousands  of  visitors.  Baldwin,  New  York. 
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THE    MAMILLARIA. 

(From  inamillti.  a  teat  ;  in  allusion  to  the  tubercles.) 
'|*His  genus  of  the  cactus  family  is  com- 
'  posed  of  many  different  varieties,  but 
.only  a  small  portiou  of  these  may  be  consid- 
dred  as  garden  plants.  They  are  character- 
ized generally  by  short,  symetricallyformed 
stems,  sometimes  aggregated  together  aud 
foimiug  a  dense  tuft,  but,  as  a  rule,  each 
plant  has  only  one  stem.  The  generic  name 
is   descriptive   of  the  chief  feature  in    these 


stems,  nauiely,  the  closely-set,  spirally  ar- 
ranged  tubercles  or  mamilUe,  which  vary  con- 
siderable in  the  dilTereut  kinds,  but  are  al- 
ways present  in  some  form  or  other.  .Some 
kinds  have  short  stems,  aud  the  tubercles  are 
hidden  from  view  by  the  star  shaped  cushions 
of  various  colored  spines.  In  some  the  spines 
are  erect  and  hair-like  ;  another  group  has 
the  spines  hooked  at  the  tip,  and  their  points 
so  sharp,  that  if  the  hand  comes  in  contact 
with  them  they  hook  into  it  and  stick  like 
fish  hooks.  The  purpose  of  these  hooked 
spines  seems  very  doubtful  ;  certainly  they 
cannot  serve  as  any  protection  to  the  plant. 

The  home  of  the  most  mauiillarias  is  Mex- 
ico, and  the  countries  immediately  to  the 
north,  a  few  being  found  in  the  West  Indies 
and  South  America.  Some  of  them  grow  on 
the  mountains,  where  the  temperature  is 
moderate,  with  plenty  of  sunlight  ;  others  are 
found  on  limestone  or  gravelly  hills  among 
shoTt  herbage,  or  on  grassy  prairies. 

With  only  a  few  exceptions,  all  the  culti- 
vated mauiillarias  may  be  grown  in  a  warm, 
sunny  greenhouse,  or  they  may  be  placed  in 
a  frame  with  a  south  exposure  during  summer, 
shading  glass  somewhat,  removing  them  into 
artificially  heated  headquarters  during  the 
winter.  Do  not  plant  them  into  too  large 
pots,  using  a  good,  fibry  loam,  mixed  with 
sand  and  pieces  of  charcoal,  giving  good 
drainage,  and  they  will  not  require  repotting 
for  several  years. 


In  summer  the  soil  should  be  kept  only 
moist,  and  after  a  bright  warm  day  they  may 
after  having  cooled  off,  be  sprayed.  Use 
rain  water,  if  possible,  and  never  water  soil 
or  plant  while  they  are  in  the  sun.  In  winter, 
mauiillarias  should  be  kept  quite  dry,  ex- 
cepting on  mild  sunny  weather,  when  they 
may  be  watered  a  little. 

Propagation  is  usually  efFefted  from  seeds, 
though  some  varieties  are  easily  multiplied 
by  separating  the  stems,  or  even  by  cutting 
off  the  tops  and  re  rooting  in  sandy  soil. 

The  flowers  of  the  niamillarias  are  small 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  kinds,  of  a  deli- 
cate color,  and  are  followed  by  bright  red 
seed  pods,  which  remain  on  the  plant  for  a 
long  period,  giving  it  a  very  attractive  ap- 
pearance. The  mamillarias  are,  without 
doubt,  the  prettiest  of  the  cactus  family,  and 
beiug  of  easy  culture,  are  very  desirable 
plants. 

Another  Remedy  for  Scale . 


C.  L.  S.,  HALTIMORIi 


'T'HE  Scale  is  a  somewhat  serious  pest  on 
■      certain   plants  and   cadlus.     It  is  com- 
monly found  on  orleanders,  roses,  peachtrees, 
cactuses  and  many  other  plants. 

The  LicaiiUun  oleic,  or  so-called  black  scale 
is  the  most  dangerous  aud  prolific  parasite- 
It  secretes  quite  a  large  amount  of  honey  dew, 
aud  it  is  henae  followed  by  a  large  amount  of 
smut  fungus,  (Fiiniago sa/ichia,)  than  are  any 
of  the  other  commoner  scales.  It  spreads 
very  rapidly,  completely  smothers,  and  kills 
plants  and  trees  so  infested.  A  number  of 
horticulturists  have  paid  particular  attention 
to  the  matter  of  remedies  for  scale,  and  after 
some  extensive  experiments  with  whale  oil 
soap  aud  other  substances,  tobatco  water,  etc. 
have  now  fallen  back  upon  the  kerosene 
emulsion,  which  is  applied  hot,  and  made  up 
in  the  following  manner  :  Five  gallons  best 
kerosene  oil,  150°  test  ;  1%  pounds  of  good 
laundry  soap,  (or  1%  bar  usually  sold  as  a 
pound  package,)  and  2]/i  gallons  of  water. 
When  using,  dillute  6%  to  7  gallons  of  water 
to  each  gallon  of  oil,  to  this  add  2%  pounds 
of  good  soap  dissolved  iu  boiling  water  All 
the  mixing  should  be  done  with  hot  water. 
Spray  the  plant  infested  thoroughly  with  this 
solution,  rinsing  with  clear  water  about  the 
same  temperature. 

J^"Do  not  fail  to  renew  your  subscription' 
promptly,  at  or  before  its  expiration. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 

Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

Holding  an  inquest  over  my  cacluses,  ;'.  c. 
emptying;  the  pots,  etc.,  after  the  freeze,  I 
found  the  very  best  drainage  and  fertilizer 
for  rhyllocaiMuses  were  bones.  When  lilHiiR 
tubs  and  small  half-barrels  for  P.  latifrons,'). 
senilis,  etc  ,  I  put  bones  colieCled  from  the 
debris  of  the  kitchen  dirt  pile,  halfway  up, 
then  used  good  garden  soil,  well  mixed  with 
cow  manure,  fine  and  dry.  Our  I'lorida  soil 
is  half  sand  They  made  an  immen>^e  growth, 
leaves  deep  green,  waxy  and  glossy,  and  lots 
of  buds  A  friei:d  of  mine  said  :  Well  !  if 
they  never  bloom,  they  are  giaud  foliage 
plants;  but  they  were  going  to  bloom. 

When  I  emptied  the  dead  plants  out  of  the 
pols,  the  roots  had  penetrated  the  thin  layer 
of  soil,  and  were  twisted  and  interlaced  all 
over  the  bones,  clinging  to  them  so  tight,  as 
to  be  almost  a  solid  mass.  All  the  nutriment 
was  gone  — into  those  lovely  leaves.  I  put 
charcoal  in  a  few  of  the  pols. 

I  had  just  received  cactuses  from  California 
the  day  of  the  freeze,  although  in  a  paper 
box,  not  one  was  hurl. 

Another  time  I   shall   pull   up  my  cactuses 

and  keep  Iheni  in  baskets  'till  warm  weather. 

Alcohol  for  scale  is  a  success.    I  am  experi- 

menliiig  with   I'eruiatiganale  of  Potash,  and 

will  report  later  on 

My  mascot,  Cereus  Peruvian  us,  was  fiozeu 
stiff,  but  I  thawed  it  carefully,  anil  it  is  grow- 
ing finely.  Of  uiy  Epiphylhims  not  one  sur- 
vived ;  only  rosea  superbus  of  the  Phyllos, 
which  lost  half  of  every  leaf.  A  large  cutting 
of  P.  Hookerii  was  in  a  drawer  to  Ije  sent 
away — that  is  all  left  of  one  several  feet  high 
and  six  years  old. 

C.  graudidorns  did  not  have  life  enough  to 
die.  I  bought  it  from  a  cactus  dealer  five 
years  ago.  O.  monocautha  variegata  died 
down  to  the  ground,  but  is  putting  up.  But 
my  Euphorbias  !  I  was  so  proud  of  them, 
especially  E.  Pediahanthus,  (baby-foot  plant) 
Mr.  .Smith,  Rolanical  Gardens  at  Washington 
calls  it  "monkey  cactus" — Elorida  name. 

When  my  cactuses  showed  signs  of  rot,  I 
cut  out  all  soft  places,  cutting  well  into  sound 
tissue,  and  seared  it  on  the  hot  stove,  laid 
them  in  the  sun,  and  in  a  few  days  repotted, 
and  nearly  always  succeeded  in  saving  them. 
I  have  two  new  caclus  from  Arizona.  One 
has  yellow  stiff  spines,  with  paper  sheath, 
and  sharp  thorns  underneath,  round  stems 
and  look  like  bottle  cleaners.     Another  pale 


green,  tubercles  larger  than  "candle  ca<5tus'' 

and  with  sharp  spines.      Can  "Carp"  tell  me 

what  they  are  ?     I  am   beginning  again,  and 

have  some   fine    caCluses   sent  me.      I  gave 

freely  of  mine,  and  I  am  now  reaping  the  full 

benefit. 

Fla.  Mrs.  Dan  Morgan  Smith. 

Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

Siiiiimeritns:  Cacluses  oul  of  Doors. ~-\\\  one 
of  the  first  numbers  of  our  Journal  a  notice 
was  given  of  the  cactuses  loaned  to  Carroll 
Park  by  the  mtmbers  of  the  Raltimore  Caclus 
Society,  and  stating  that  in  a  future  number 
the  condition  of  the  plants  at  the  end  of  the 
season  would  be  given.  The  wiiter  was  very 
much  pleased  to  find  in  the  March  number, 
the  article  on  their  condition,  and  while  it 
was  very  interesting,  still  I  think  by  covering 
them  in  heavy  weather  was  not  a  fair  testi 

Now,  as  the  wiiter  has  had  a  little  experi 
ence  in  the  bedding  out  of  his  caclus  for  the 
last  three  years  and  knows  of  a  couple  of 
cactus  friends  who  had  theirs  out  in  the  same 
manner,  he  thinks  a  few  hints  will  not  be  oul 
of  place  in  view  of  the  near  approach  of 
their  annual  display. 

My  rockery  was  about  six  feet  in  diameter 
and  with  a  double  terrace  or  slope  raised 
about  Iwo  feet. in  height,  giving  room  for 
nearly  four  hundred  plants,  both  large  and 
small,  and  neatly  all  of  the  rarer  and  finer 
ones.  The  bed  was  made  of  common  garden 
loam  with  the  slopes  of  sod,  and  each  pot 
was  plunged  into  the  earth,  hiil  uiiJfi  ctuh 
pel,  no  mailer  how  small,  broken  bricks  or 
pots  was  placed  a  good  handful  or  so,  and  the 
water  drained  through  and  left  no  moisture 
or  worms  near  the  plants,  so  it  readily  ran 
off,  and  while  the  pots  were  kept  cool  and 
from  bakeing,  the  plants  got  just  what  they 
wanted,  full  sun' and  heat. 

Now  for  the  severe  test  :  They  were  put  in 
the  bed  on  the  loth  of  May,  1X9^,  while  the 
weather  was  still  cool  and  unsettled  and  were 
never  covered  or  protected  in  any  weather, 
either  rain  or  shine,  and  I  might  mcnliou  the 
heavy,  steady  and  long  rain  we  had  in  the 
third  week  of  May,  when  it  rained  almost  a 
whole  week,  they  had  no  shade  in  any  way, 
trees  or  otherwise,  and  were  on  a  high  hill  in 
Montf;oniery  county,  I'a  ,  where  I  then  lived 
and  when  I  took  llieni  out  in  late  September 
I  had  not  lost  a  single  one.  So  I  think  they 
had  a  very  severe  and  trying  lest  for  such 
tender  succulents.  Cannot  some  other 
cranks  give  their  experience  too. 
W.  Philadelphia.         Mk.  A.  CACTOS  Crank.  ; 
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QUESTIONS. 
P.  L.  Y.,  Va.— (i)  How  old  must  Maniillaria 
applanata  be  before  the  red  berries  appear  ? 
My  plant  is  about  4  years  old,  and  apiofuse 
bloomer,  but  bears  no  berries.  (2)  Please  tell 
me  the  proper  botanical  name  of  the  plant  of 
which  I  send  cutting.  It  is  quite  common 
here  under  the  name  of  "creeping  moss,"  and 
forms  a  pretty  edging  for  a  cactus  bed.  It 
spreads  rapidly,  making  a  dense  mat  of  its 
tiny  foliage.  The  flowers  are  small,  and 
bright  yellow.— The  botanical  name  of  this 
plant  is  Spergula  arvensis,  grows  wild,  and 
blooms  in  May. — Eds. 


ANSWERS. 

Jacob  Dieterich  of  California  gives  follow- 
ing answer  to  C.  C.  B.,  N.  B.: 

I  would  take  my  plants  out  of  pots,  wash 
pots  thoroughly',  cut  back  some  of  roots  after 
removing  all  decayed  matter  and  sour  soil, 
repot  in  light  sandy  soil,  put  some  crushed 
charcoal  under  the  body  of  plants  and  do  not 
water  until  your  soil  becomes  dry  on  top,  if 
it  don't  dry  for  two  months,  then  don't  water 
for  two  months.  Stop  the  syringing  at  once  ; 
but  let  the  plants  get  washed  clean  in  the 
rain  occasionally.  If  you  can  prepare  some 
way  a  hotbed  to  start  plants  into  new  growth 
it  would  be  easier  for  you  to  keep  the  plants 
over  winter  after  a  healthy  summer  growth. 
You  might  fill  a  box  with  sand  placed  above 
your  hot  water  pipes,  if  you  can  heat  to  about 
80°,  put  your  plants  in,  either  in  pots  or 
without. 


AGE  IMPROVES  IT. 

The  Youth's  Companion  has  entered  upon  its  sixty- 
nintllyear  of  publication,  and  as  one  says  who  has 
been  a  constant  reader  of  its  columns  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  "It  has  steadily  improved  year  by  year.' 
Its  articles  lo-day  cover  the  whole  field  of  life  and  ex- 
perience, furnishing  a  vast  amount  of  valuable  and  en- 
tertaining reading  of  a  character  not  found  elsewhere, 
and  of  so  great  a  variety  that  The  Companion  interests 
alike  each  member  of  the  family. 

The  Prospectus  for  the  volume  of  iSg^  announces  an 
unusal  array  of  attractions  ;  fourteen  serial  stories,  a 
wealth  of  short,  anecdotes,  liumorous  sketches,  adven- 
tures, sience  of  home  articles,  timely  editorials  on  all 
important  questions,  and  more  than  two  hundred  origi- 
nat  poemsof  the  highest  class. 

Full  Prospectus  and  specimen  copy  sent  free  on  ap- 
plication. Price  $1.75  per  year.  It  comes  every  week. 
Finely  Illustrated. 

The  youth's  Companion,  Boston,  Mass. 

Ghes'VTold  Plant  Gardens. 


"We  grow  all  kinds  of  early  and  late  Vegetable 
Plants.  ASPARAGUS  ROOTS.  All  the  leading  new 
and  old  STRAWBERRY  PLANTS.  We  grow  more 
CABBAGE,  TOMATO  and  CELERY  PLANTS  than 
any  other  house  in  America.  Send  for  our  New  Cata- 
logue, 
ij  C.  BOCGS,  Cheswold,  Del. 


$2.50  TO  DENVER^ 

J 

J 
I 

J 
J 


Will  be  the  Sleeping  Car  rate  from  Chicago  on 
the  special  trains  of  selected  Tourist  Sleepers 
which  the  Great  Rock  Island  Route  has  ar- 
ranged to  run  to  Denver,  in  order  to  transport 
quickly,  comfortably  and  cheaply,  the  great 
bulk  ol  teachers  and  tourists  who  desire  to 
take  advantage  of  the  low  round  trip  rate  of 
one  fare  plus  $2.00  to  the  National  Educational 
Association  Meeting  at  Denver,  in  July,  1S95. 
As  the  rullnian  Company  has  decided  not  to 
run  Tourist  Cars  east  of  Chicago,  the  specials 
will  all  start  from  Chicago,  leaving  July  6th, 
at  11.00  a.  m.,  after  the  arrival  of  morning  trains 
from  the  east,  running  via  Omaha.  arnvinH  at 
Denver  early  the  following  evening,  making 
the  trip  with  but  one  night  out. 

In  addition  to  the  Tourist  Sleeper  specials, 
a  special  train  of  first-class  Pullmans  will  be 
run  via  Omaha,  leaving  Chicago  on  above- 
named  date,  a. 1  specials  being  personally  con- 
ducted, and  in  charge  of  competent  Rock 
Island  Route  representatives.  Many  tourists 
will  go  from  Denver  to  Colorado  Springs 
and  Manito\i,  and  for  your  homeward  trip 
you  should  remember  that  the  Rock  Island 
has  a  line  running  directly  east  from  Colorado 
Springs,  from  whence  it  operates  solid  trains 
to  Omaha  and  Chicago,  thus  avoiding  the  neces- 
sity of  returning  to  Denver. 

Reservation  diagrams  are  now  ready,  and 
this  early  announcement  is  made  in  order  to 
enable  intending  patrons  to  reserve  berths  in 
advance.  The  rate  for  double  berth  from  Chi-» 
cago  to  Denver  in  tourist  sleeper  will  be  $2.50, 
in  first  class  Pullman  J6.00.  and  from  Omaha  to 
Denver  $1.50  in  tourist,  and  $3.50  in  first  class 
Pullman. 

For  full  information  regarding  rates  and  ar- 
rangements for  the  special  trains,  address, 

JOHN  SEBASTIAN,  G.  T.  and  P.  A., 

Chicago,  Ills- 


SPECIAL  OFFER  OF  RARE  CACTI, 

FOR  2  MONTHS  ONLY. 


A.  Myriostignia, 

v.,  Capricornis 

K.  McOowellii, 

K.  Trollietti, 

K.  Heterochronius,    - 

P.  C.  Fossulatus, 

P  C.  Senilis,     - 


$  .50 

.2.'i 

.75 
•50 
•50 
50 
.40 


(II-I2) 


The  Collection,  (medium  sizes)prepaid  for  $3  00. 

Larger  $5  00. 

Express  money  order.     Mention  Special  Offer. 

J.  A.  McDowell  &  Co.,^ 

City  of  Mexico. 


Growers  and  Collectors  of 

Cacti  and  Rare  Succulents, 

-N->  ^->  ^->  -^^l  ^^ -S, 

Scenic  and  Decorative  Plants. 


Soldiers'  Home  Post  Office 


LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. 
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SPECIAL  OFFER! 

Until  July  1st  only. 

A  Collection  of 

EIGHT  '^■'^ '  "* '-^^  C  ACT  I , 

AND     THE 

Baltiniore  Cactus  Journal 

For  One  Yeak, 

I^**Sen(l    in    your  subscription,    and 
plants  will  be  mailed  promptly. 

This  offer  is  made  to  subset  ibers  only,  and 
only  one  coUeelion  sent  to  eacli 
address. 

The  Cactus  Journal  Co., 

3ia  E.   Lombard  Street, 

BALTIMORE.  MD. 

Ya^;;^^^::^  For  the  convenience  of  amateurs  and  florists, 
Itl^S^  we  liave  deculetl  to  <levote  a  smaU  space  for 
ailvertishig  "Specialties."  "Wants."  or  "Exchanges," 
in  which  we  wiU  insert  cards  not  exceeding  4  lines,  (6) 
words  to  line)  for  25cts.    No  ad.  for  less  than  25  cts. 

CHOICE  NATIVE  CACTI.— For  25  cts.  (stamps)  I  will 
send  to  any  address,  postpaid,  two  choice  native 
cacti.  Address,  Mrs  S.  L.  Brandebury, 

12  Shenandoah,  Colorado. 

A  limited  number  of  beautiful,  perfect  plants  of  Echin- 
cactus  Viridiscens  at  25c.  Five  named  Sedunis, 
different  varieties  for  25c.      Choice  Opuntia   cut- 

12        tings  10c.      E.  M.  I,UCAS,  Pleasanton.  California. 

Fine  large  plants  of  Mam.  Macronieris,  Nutalli  and  Vi- 
vi]>ara.  \\.  Cer.  Uasyucanthus  and  Kchinopsis 
Multiplex  forSl.  .\  cutting  each  of  O.  Basilaris, 
C.  Kmoryi  and  P.  Wrayi  for  50c. 

12  E.  M.  LUCAS,  Pleasanton,  California. 

THRIFTY  well-rooted  plants  of  Kchinopsis  Mnlleri.  C. 

flagelliformis,  Ep.  Russeliannni,  P.  Ackermanni.  P. 

spcciocissimus.  Striped  Century,  Kcheveria  glauca. 
10  cents  each.  Mrs.  M.  E.  PATTERSON, 

la       50  cents  for  all.  Glendale,  Calilornia. 


TEXAS  and  MEXICAN  CACTI-12  kinds,  including 
an  Agave  Maculata.  by  mail  for  $1 .00 

All  well  rooted,  and  blooming  size. 
(2.3)  Mrs.  E   I,.  SH.^RPE,  Pleasanton.  Texas. 

THE  nUUE-STEMMKD  CEKEUS  0R1;gGII. 

Have  one  in  your  collection.  Plants  grafted  on  Ce- 
rcus  <".raudiflorus  6  to  2"^  inches  high,  form  5UC.  to 
$1.50.   J.  niETERICH,  ^46^YallSt.  Uos  Angeles.  Cal. 


WANTED  to  exchange  seeds  of  Aloe  Pitta,  Atomasco 
Lity,  pink  and  white  Ornithogaluni  also  cactus  cut- 
tings for  different  kinds  of  cacti  not  native  of  Cali- 
lornia. MRS.  B   S.  VOONG. 

12  Cor.  3rd  and  G  Sts..  San  Diego,  Cal. 

THE  HORTICULTURAL  RULE  BOOK, 

By  L.  H.  BAILEY,  of  tlie  Cornell  University. 


Thoroughly  revised  atitl  much  ctilargcil,  cont.Tininp: 
practical  hints  to  all  interested  in  out  iloor  pursuits. 
Price  75  Cents,  Hound  in  Cloth. 
For  Sale  by  THE  C  ACTUS  JOURNAL  CO. 
X  313  E.  Lombard  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOR  "CACTUS  CRANKS.' 


*         *         N.   LIBERTY  STREET, 

1=^ Baltimore.  Md. 
JOS.  HERNICH,  Prop'R, 

LATK  MANAGER  GTRMANIA  M.^INNTRCHOR. 

TREES!    TREESTIREKT 

Kvtrgiecns,  both  Common  and  Rare  and  Choice  Va- 
rieties, Deciduous  Trees,  Ornameulal  Trees  of  all 
kinds,  Large  Trees  for  Park  and  Street  Planting,  Hedge 
aiul  llordering  Plants,  Fruit  Trees  and  Plants,  Bud- 
iliiiK  Stock  ami  Root  Grafts,  Nut  Trees,  Ornamental 
aii.l  Flowering  Shrubs,  Tree  Seeds.  We  have  a  larger 
assoitment  than  any  other  nursery  in  America. 

ARE  YOU  IN  NEED  OF  ANY? 

I  f  so  send  us  a  list  of  what  you  wish  to  plant  and  we 
will  quote  you  lower  prices  than  ever  offered  you 
before. 

When  von  send  the  list  cut  out  this  advertisement 
and  we  will  send  you  by  mail,  post  paid  one  small, 
Evergfreeii  Treei  Free,  or  we  will  send  twenty  sam- 
ples ol  our  trees,  6  to  lo  Inches  high,  ,s  or  6  sorts,  for 
25  Cents  in  stamps.     Write  at  once. 

THE  EVERGREEN  NURSERY  CO., 

12  Evergreen,  Wis. 


"OUT  OF  DOORS  FOR  WOMEN" 

Mrs.  O.  L.  ORCUTT,  Editor, 

Orcutt,  California. 


.Seud  lo  cent.s  and  see  this  unique  ifagaziue 
X  for  yourself. 

EH'"  If  yon  want  interesting  reading  about  NATURAL 
HISTORY  OF  THE  PACIFIC  COAST, 
SUBSCRIBE    TO 

"The  Oregon  Naturalist," 

An  Illustrated  Monthly  Magazine  devoted  U>  the  Study 
of  Natural  History. 


SUBBSCRIPTION  50  CTS.  PER  YEAR. 


Sample  copy  for  stamp    Free  Exchange  to  Subscribers. 

Address,  D.  H    AVERILL  &  CO. 

r.  o.  Hox  2.V,.  X  Portland  Oregon. 


pQATpp  f*  A  pipf— Ihavea  good  collection  of  best 
I/HUIUU  liaUll  blooming  kinds  that  I  am  sell- 
ing; at  prices  that  will  please. 

8  Cuttings.    I.ablelcd,  with  price-list,  0/t/« 
Or  3  Plants,  '  "  "  -"J<— 

f  ALL  AS,  Little  Gem,  2  for  25c. 
12  M  J.  PECKENS,  Wayland.  N.  Y. 


142 


THE  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 


WILLIAM  TELL,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 

FINE  DIFFEKENT  CACTI, 

Prices  very  Low.  Seml  for  Free  CataUguc. 

LIVING  ROCK  CACTUS  25  Cents  Each. 
(12)  TEXAS  BULBS  Cheap. 

Chas.  Hamilton,  -'♦florist^ 

Waverl),  Baltimore,  Md 

Cacti,  Agaves,  Aloes,  Gasterias,  Haworthias, 
Mesembryanlheiiiums,  Echeverias,  etc. 
Seedling  Cereus,  fine  plants,  50  lo  $1.00 
(12)  Cereus  Hamiltonii,  Si  and  upwards. 


Choice      CflCti  ^   make  a  business  of  sup- 

plying Choice  C<»nections 
at  reasonable  prices.  4  sample  plants  for  25  cents  in 
stamps.  ' 

MRS.  FRANCES  BRIGHT, 


(12) 


VAN  RAUB,  T-EXAS. 


dflCti  Three   native  plants    25    cents.      Silver. 

Native  Crocus— three  for  10  cents 
.  Mrs.  ALTA  SCOTT, 
Box  294.  (12)  BOUI,DER,  COLO. 

"j.  A.'  McDowell  &  co. 

CITY  OF  MEXICO. 
Specialties  in  Cacti  and  Orchids. 


Headquarters  for  E.  McDowellii. (Rebut) 
and  other  novelties  of  merit. 

Setul  for  our  price-list  and  one  of  tlie  following  sample 
collections  prepaid. 

CACTI— 10  for  50c  ;   20  for  |i. 50;   30  for  I3. 00 

40  for  I5  00,  all  dilTerent. 

ORCHIDS— 5  for  |2  50;  10  for  ^14, 00;  isforjy; 

20  for  i(io.,  spleudifl  selection. 

Remittances  to  he  made  in  Express  Money  Order  on 

New  York;  amounts  less  than  S2.00  may   be  sent    in 

stamps. 

Address  all  conimunicalions  to 

J.  A.  Mcdowell  &  co. 

(12)  City  of  Mexico,  Mexico. 


wv-  Ka\_K\w:. 


RARE  CACTUS  {700  Sorts.) 
BOOKON  CACTUSANDRARE  PLANTS 

116    PAGES,  FULL  OF    ENGRAVINGS.       lOCENTS. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  Free. 

A.  BLANC  &  CO.,    PhiLadelphia. 

NEW  AND  EEMAEKAELE. 
THE  CALIFORNIA  GRIZZLY  BEAR  CACTUS. 

(Not  yet  named  by  science.) 
A  plant  rivaling  Pilocereus  Senilis 
in  the  length  and  quantity  of  coarse 
tawny  white  hair,  3  to  5  inches  long, 
covering  the  entire  plant.  Joints  4 
to  6  inches  long,  by  mail $1.50 

Opantia  Tesselata  Denudata  Cristata. 

A  beautiful  and  curious  form,  50c  to  $15 

Cactns  Radiosus  Alversonii--Coulter. 

The  "P'ox  Tail  Cactus,"  a  very  desira- 
ble Mamillaria,  new,  ^  to  8  inches 
high, .\.75c.  to  $1.50 

Echinocactus  Polyancistrns.  iwy  mre  and 

s/yikiiiff/y  handsome.  Offered  by  no  other 
dealer  in  the  "world — only  a  feTC plants  to  be  had. 
3  to  10  inches  high,  $S-oo  to  $2^  00. 

Photos  ofany  orall  oft  he  above  plants  free  to 
intending  purchasers. 


A.  H.  ALVERSON, 

Cf>LLFCTOR  &  DKALER. 


San  Bernardino, 
California. 

Wholesale  &  Retail. 


LYON  &  COBBE 

have  issued  their  new  Price-List  of 

CACTI,  *  AGAVES,  *  Etc., 

a  special  feature  of  which  is  their  list  of 
NOVELTIES. 

livery  inducement  is  given  to  beginners  by 
offers  of  CHEAP  collkctions  as  well  as 

to  CONNOISSEUKS  by  the  SPECIAL 
OFFERS. 

«S-\Vrite  for  it  to 

LYON   &   COBBE, 

California  Bulb  and  Cactus  Gro'wera, 

440  S.  BROAD%V.\Y, 
(12-5)  LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. 
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THE  ACME  ADJUSTABLE  FANCY 


METAL  POT  LABEL. 

Valuable  for  Conservatories,  Ivxhihilions, 
I'lorists,  Store  Wimlows,  Seed  Pans,  etc. 

Mamifact,uicil  from  decoraltHl  tin  and  brass,  (^f  neat 
appfaraiicc.  will  lasl  for  years  ;  lioMs  nu^vahle  caitl 
board  for  name  i>f  plant  always  leKihlc,  i»votected  from 
•moi'^tiire  by  transparent  Mica.  Si/.e  .s?*  incites  long, 
1  inch  w  idc^     Send  ft)r  descriptive  circular 

Tin  Labels,  price  per  100,  $1.75  Tin  Labels,  sample 
dozen,   pijslpaid,  30c.      Brass  Labels,   per   100  }2.25 

Brass  Labels,  sample  dozen,  postpaiil,  35c. 

HERMANN  ROLKER, 


218  Fulton  St.,      (g.^) 


NEW  YORK. 


C     EPPLER   &   SONS, 

Sleam  1-actnrs  of 

CEDAR  &  CYPRESS  WATER  TANKS 

(1f  any  cajiai  ily,  tor  Flmisls,  Gaiilenors 
and  Snbnrban  Residences,  &c, 
Leadenhall  and  Stockholm   Sts., 
(,2)  BALTIMORE  ,MD. 


/^A^TI              IS  dilTevcnl  v.irieties 
OMO    1     I.                          for*,  no 

Son  1  H)r  froeratalnf;uc. 

I'ilocorous  Senilis. 

$  .?,r. 

Asinii>liytuin  Myriostiiiinn, 

.4U 

Anhiilontunt  Ktssiiralnin. 

Living  lioeU. 

'J'l 

Keliinoeaetnstiiussouii, 

1  (III 

**•*•*••**•*••♦•           '■              (irnaliiK, 

.,^(l 

In   great 

Texensls, 

.10 

variety. 

"               Sotisptnns. 

"               Inlerlexins  dasv.i- 

.n.') 

*••••* 

'•                                 eamlins, 

xn 

Manilllaria  CirrhiJera. 

.:i5 

ParUinsonln, 

.3U 

Kobinoconms  Crtespltosiis. 

(Ifi 

.1  bunehes  of  E.  C.  IVetinatus. 

■V)  beads  eaeb. 

12 

VVM.  TELL,  Austin,  T 

ex. 

Choice  Cultivated  Cacti  Cheap, 

3  large  two  year  old  named  cacli,  50  cents. 

^  large  lilooniinp  sixe  Calla  Hulbs,  50  cents 
A  tine  named  I-'clieveria  with  each  Ji.on  order. 
MRS.   M.  K.   rATTKRSON, 
(12)  ,:.  GLENDALE,  CA.I,. 


To  Collectors  of  Cactaceous  Plants. 

WK  are  piojetliuR  .several  expeditions  to 
nnknowu  liabilals,  in  search  of  rare 
specimens  of  Caiiti,  and  may  possibly  obtain 
several  novelties.  Heretofore  it  lias  taken 
us  a  year  or  two  before  we  could  offer  in 
the  market  the  fniils  of  onr  labors,  the 
chief  cause  beinij  the  lack  of  sufiicient  funds 
for  the  cost  of  transporlalion  from  far  away 
distridls  ;  to  obviate  this  difiiculty  we  now 
solicit  yojir  generous  cooperation,  and  will 
admit  subscriptions  from  private  coUetlors 
ti)  amount  of  no  more  than  $10,  nor  less 
than  $3,  same  to  be  paid  in  plants  of  your 
seleolion,  at  a  discount  of  25','  from  price  to 
be  fixed  later,  and  said  price  will  not  be 
more  than  lf2,  nor  less  than  50  cents  for  each 
specimen.  A  report  of  the  expedition  will 
be  rendered  about  September  30th,  and  a 
copy  sent  to  all  contributors.  We  will  en- 
deavor to  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of 
plants  for  all  subscribers  to  the  expedition, 
and  feel  confident  that  all  collciMors  will  be 
pleased  with  their  invcslnient,  as  they  have 
their  prefcience  of  selection  before  plants 
will  be  offered  for  sale. 

OfP"Remiitances  may  be  made  to  Fred.W. 
Lantz,  Sec'y  Baltimore  Ca6lus  Soc'y.  112  N. 
I'oppleton  St.,  Baltimore  ;  The  CACTt'.s  Jour- 
nal Co..  213  I{.  Lombard  St.,  Baltimore,  Md., 
or  direct  to 

J.  A.  McDowell  &  Co., 

City  of  Mexico,  Mexico. 

WM.  FALCONER,  Editor. 
:SUBSCRIF'TION    SPS.OO    PER    YEAR. 

Pnlilishcd  twice  a  month,  by 

THE  GARDENINO  COMP.\NY, 

MdNON   HUII.DING,  .'.  CHICAGO.  II. I. 

Practical  hints  on  horlicnltnre, 
gardening,  etc. 

X  THE  BEST   PAl'EK  PUBLISHED. 


Ti 


leaJpartersforCacti,  s;:rs 

1  livo  whiTi'  llioy  urnw,  and  can  fnniisli  lino  liloom- 
iiiK  plains  at  hall  what  you  iiaylhiiso  who  havi-  to 
send  so  far  for  tlivlrslnci;. 

COLLECTIONS. 

No.  I  — 12  Nice  Cacli,  -         .  fi.to 

No.  2     25  Larger,  blooming  size,  #3  00 

No.  3—50  Fine  Large,  for  propagating,  $5  cw 

Bf  riu'sc  ar<>  m.v  sidoctloii,  and  as  I  have  spt-dal 

rates  with  Expn-ss  Companies.  1  can  send 

tlieiii  nt  half-price. 

SEND  STAMl"   FOR    I'RICK.-LIST. 

Mrs.  MAUD  M.  BRIGGS,  Prop.. 
El  Paso,  Texas. 
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KILLS    insects// 


LEMON  OIL 


J  ESTABLISHED   181(2. 

J  FRIEDERICH  ADOLPH  HAAGE,  Jr.  gI'^r'S^. 


FOR  SALE  BY 


ON  CACTI. 


SEEDS  AND   PLANTS, 
OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  COLLECTION  OF  CACTI  IN  EUROPE. 
^  STOCK  OF  OVER  150.000    PLANTS. 

V     Buys,   sells   and   exchanges   Cacti   and  Cacti   Seed. 
German  Flower  and  Vegetable  Seeds. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE,   FREE  ON   APPLICATION 


I 


4  THE  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  SOCIETY. 

Edwin      A,      SEIDEWITZ  ''  organized  18S9.    -^^    incorporated  1S90. 

ff.  Active    Membership. 


ALL 

GARDEN 

REQUISITES, 


36   WEST   LEXINGTON    STREET 
BALTIMORE,  MD. 


^^l 


Entrance  fee,  |i.oo 
Dues,   I3  00   per   year. 

onorary  Membership  Fee,   #5.00  per  year. 
FRED.  w.  LANTZ,  Secretary, 

112  M.  PoprLETON  Street. 

Baltimore,  Md. 


1797. 


Baltimore  centennial. 


1897. 


Ol    On 


Exposition  from  May  15th  to  November  1.5th,  1897. 

Population  verging  on  600,000 

Nearly  100,000  Increase  in  Four  Years. 

$67,000,000  Manufacturing  Increase. 

275  Miles   Electric  and   Cable  Street  Car   Lines 

100,000  Busy  People  in  Factories  alone. 

$41,000,000  in  Savings  Banks. 

$40,000,000  Annually  Paid  Out  in  Factories  Alone. 

Oyster   Product  over  11,000,000  Bushels   Annually. 

Twenty  Lines  of  Ocean  Steamers. 

Seat  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  &  Woman's 

College. 

Seat  of  the  Roman    Catholic   Hierarchy. 

Seat  of  Peabody   Institute. 

Educational  Institutions  and  Libraries  Unsurpassed  in 

the  United  States. 

Strongest  Banks  in  the  World. 

ANDTHE  HOME  OF  THE  ONLY  CACTUS  JOURNALINTHE  U.S 


Best  and  Biggest  Harbor. 

Most  Beautiful  Parks  in  the  Country. 

Perfect  Hospitals. 

all  Southern.  Western  and  Eastern  Trunk   Lines. 

Second  Largest  Grain  Shipments  in  America. 

Finest  Manufacturing  Facilities  in  the  World. 

Largest  Number  of  Savings  Institution  in  America. 

Supply  Depot  for  and  Natural  Outlet  to  the  Entire 

South. 

Natural  Outlet  for  Trans-Atlantic  Exports. 
Inexhaustible  and  Best  Water  Supply  in  America. 
Surrounded  by  Richest  Farming  Country  East  of 

the  Alleghanies. 
Most  Extensive  Criming  Industries  in  the  World, 

Breweries  and  Distilleries  Equal  to  any  in  the 
United  States. 


KNORAVING.  BINDING 

«  «  ai  *  « 

LANTZ  &  ARNOLD, 

Book  and  Job  Pri  nters, 

213  E.  Lombard  Street, 

BALTinoRE,  no. 

«  *  » 

Estimates  Furnished.         Horticultural  C 

PRINTERS  OF  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 


Trial  Collection.  Blooming  Size  Cacti. 


? 
? 

lltS.  h 

I? 


C.  Colubrinus  25c  :  C  Grandiflorus  (cut)  isc  ;  K.Simp- 
soni.  20c.  K.  Texensis.  ,-;o ;  K.  C.  Caespitnsus.  25c  : 
M.  Applanata,  25c.  All  ppd.  with  guide  to  culture.  $1.00 
Blood  Cactus.  30c  all  hv  exp.  $1  00.  Sample,  isc,  13  va 
rieties.  }i  00.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed.  Give  me 
trial.  Some  large  Specimen  Cacti  at  half  price.  P. 
Wizlizenii,  Texensis,  Hoiizonthalonius,  E.  C  Con 
gloiueratus,  etc.    Never  so  cheap. 

CURT.  K.  PLUMB,  "Cactus  Crank,"  MILTON,  WIS. 


J    RAhE  CACTI  AND  MEXICAN  PLANTS. 

'  Specimen  Plants  of  tall  growing  Cereus  and   other  va- 

'■  A  rieties  constantly  on  hand  ;  also  CACTI  SE 

^  ^  great  variety. 

-R  Received  highest  award  at  World's  Fair,   Chic 

t  Illustrated  Catalogue  Free. 


I  SEEDS  in 


nicago,  '93. 


ANNA  B.  NICKELS,  'L°^;^'c?i^"^="" 


Texas. 


r 


Bii^^ 


i> 


Volume  II. 


1-    A   ^    ■*■    -^    -*■    ^    A-A..A..A.A  A  A.  ■*■  A  A  A  A  A.A  A.A  -^  *■  ■4 


ii 


I 


1111  ore 


THE 

(Tattus  Jfounuil.  \ 


ECHINOCACTUS    TROLLIETI. 


> 


PUBLISHED     nv  • 

THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL  COMPANY, 
213  E.  Loiiihard  Street,  BALTIMORE,  MD. 


.^ 

■S 


i 


month ly  publication  devoted  to  the  culture  of  Cacti 
other  plants  closely  allied  to  the  Cncti,  of  which  the 
a  special  study,  giving  prBctical  hints  from  the  best 


Vol.   II. 


BALTIMORE,  AUGUST,   1895 


Succulent  and 
Journal  makes 
authorities. 

No.  2. 


Summer  Watering;  for  Trees.  Shrubs 
and   Flowers. 

K.,    IIAl.TIMURl".. 

IVIOTinXG'  call  go  farther  tonaids  making 
'■  ^  gardens  pleasant  during  these  hot  sum- 
mer months,  than  to  have  tbc  grass,  plants, 
and  trees  in  green  vigorous  condition.  The 
hot  wind*  and  dry  spells  so  common  at  this 
season  of  the  year  are  very  detrimental  to 
all  kinds  of  garden  plants,  more  particularly 
young  trees  and  shrubs. 

Where  water  is  plentiful  our  trees  and 
shrubs  should  not  snlTer,  as  the  watering  is 
easily  accomplished  by  providing  a  contri- 
vance for  distributing  ii  properly  ;  late  in 
the  day  is  the  best  lime  to  have  the  lawn 
sprinkler  iu  operation.  Terrace  slopes  re- 
quire some  extra  care  to  have  them  properly 
watered. 

Trees  and  shrubs  if  thoroughly  watered  at 
times  during  dry  weather,  will  repay  the 
trouble  in  greatly  increased  growth  and 
beauty  ;  thorough  watering  is  the  means  of 
getting  large  tree.s  in  a  few  years,  the  best 
time  t'l  water  them,  is  during  or  immediately 
after  a  light  rain,  as  the  atmosphere  is 
then  charged  with  moisture,  watering  at  the 
root  does  the  most  good  ;  each  tree  should 
get  from  five  to  six  buckets  full  of  water  ;  if 
there  is  no  depression    around   the   tree   to 


hold  water,  puncture  the  soil  with  a  spad- 
ing fork,  for  a  space  as  far  across  on  the 
ground,  as  the  top  of  the  tree  is  wide. 

In  cultivated  borders,  the  soil  can  be 
drawn  back  from  each  plant  or  tree  to  be 
watered,  forming  a  basin  about  it,  and  filling 
it  again  and  again  with  water,  until  there 
is  enough  ;  the  next  day  the  basin  may  be 
covered,  and  the  surface  of  the  foil  mellowed 
with  a  rake. 

In  watering  flower  beds,  where  plants  stand 
close  together,  the  digging  fork  may  be  used 
for  puncturing  soil  to  admit  water.  Rock- 
work  and  the  out-door  fernery  will  require 
occasional  watering  during  dry  weather. 

Supply  hanging  baskets,  plant  boxes  and 
vases  with  plenty  of  watet  at  all  times,  using 
enough  to  thoroughly  moisten  every  portion 
of  the  soil  thoroughly.  Do  not  be  satisfied 
when  the  surface  of  the  soil  looks  wet,  but  be 
sure  the  earth  is  soaked  to  the  very  centre. 

Where  there  are  no  public  waterworks  the 
garden  should  be  provided  witli  a  water  bar- 
row Kor  large  grounds,  the  best  one  to 
adopt  is  one  with  a  movable  tub,  so  that  one 
tub  may  be  filling  while  the  other  is  being 
emptied.  The  pumping  of  water  into  tanks, 
sufliciently  elevated  to  give  a  head  for  forcing 
the  water  through  pipes  and  hose  is  easily 
arranged  affording  a  complete  economical, 
and  independent  water-works  in  the  garden. 
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WHITTCN  FOR    THE   CACTUS   JOURNAI.. 

A  Slight  Mistake. 

In  solitude  I  sat  one  day 

All  was  still,  my  wife  had  gone 
To  visit  friends  some  miles  away 

And  I  was  left  quite  all  alone. 

A  friend  called  in  to  chat  a  bit. 
And  with  him  brought  a  plant  or  tw^o— 

A  spiny  kind— name  I  forget. 
Of  which  he  had  obtained  a  few. 

My  thrifty  wife,  her  greatest  care. 
Her  garden  to  tree  from  useless  weeds, 

A  vacant  corner  rich  and  rare 
My  plant  I  stationed  with  some  seeds. 

The  next  day  brought  her  to  my  side. 
She  looked  askant,  but  did  not  stir  ; 
Well  !  Well  !  Upon  my  life  she  cried. 
Some  one  has  planted  a  chestnut  burr. 
Penna.  Stony  Creekom  Digdpum 


National  Cactus  Society. 

ON  Thursday  afternoon  of  last  vifeek  a  well 
and  representative  meeting  of  collectors 
of  cactaceous  plants  from  several  counties  in 
England  and  even  from  Scotland  was  held  at 
35  Craven  street,  Strand,  London,  the  office 
of  Messrs.  J.  W.  Singer  &  Sous,  of  Frome, 
who  had  kindly  placed  their  room  at  the 
disposal  of  the  society. 

The  meeting  had  been  convened  by  circu- 
lar, issued  to  210  well  known  collectors,  and 
answers  had  been  received  from  many  resid- 
ing in  remote  parts  of  England,  Scotland, 
France,  Belgium,  and  even  from  Texas  and 
Mexico,  expressing  a  wish  that  a  National 
Cactus  Society  should  be  formed  and  a 
"Journal"  devoted  to  cactus  culture  should 
be  started  on  the  lines  of  similar  publication 
in  America  and  abroad.  Mr.  Ernest  B.  H. 
Chapman,  F.  R.  H.  S.,  of  Frome,  has  under- 
taken the  preliminary  duties  of  secretary, 
with  the  gratifying  result  that  a  number  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  interested  met  at  the 
close  of  the  flower  show  in  the  Temple-gar- 
dens. 

Mr.  Chapman  having  opened  the  proceed- 
ings by  reading  extracts  from  the  voluminous 
correspondence,  the  Rev.  C.  Spencer  Bubb, 
of  Cheltenham,  was  voted  to  the  chair,  and 
it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  a  society  to 
be  called  "The  National  Cactus  Society"  be 
established  for  the  study  of  this  most  curious 
and  beautiful  family  of  plants;  and  also  by 
means  of  an  illustrated  "Journal,"  lectures, 
correspondence  and  the  issue  of  prizes  and 
certificates,  to  foster  the  love  of  the  unique 
and  wonderful  in  nature. 


Mr.  J.  W.  Singer,  of  Frome,  was  elected 
president  for  this  year,  reference  being  made 
to  his  skill  and  success  as  collector  in  art  and 
science,  and  his  services  to  the  new  society. 
The  Rev.  Spencer  Bubb  and  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Earle,  of  Cobham,  Surrey,  kindly  allowed 
their  names  to  stand  as  vice-presidents, 
Mr.  Blogg,  of  Croydon,  acting  as  treasurer, 
and  Mr.  Ernest  Chapman,  as  hon.  sec.  A 
committee  was  selected  from  Somersetshire, 
Surrey,  Sussex,  Essex,  Middlesex,  Kent  and 
Scotland,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number. 
The  question  of  the  "Journal"  was  deferred 
until  an  adjourned  committee  meeting 
should  be  held  on  June  25lh,  at  the  Hotel 
Windsor,  Victoria  street,  London,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  next  Royal  Horticultural  So- 
ciety's show  at  Drill  Hall,  Westminster, 
when  there  will  be  a  contest  for  the  "Flora 
Medal"  of  the  R.  H.  Society  among  ama- 
teur growers  of  cactaceous  plants.  It  has 
already  arranged  that  the  society  be  repre- 
sented, if  possible,  at  Croydon  in  July  ;  at 
Frome  on  August  Bank-Holiday  ;  and  at 
Bath  on  August  28th  and  29th,  when  pri- 
zes and  certificates  will  be  offered.  We  are 
authorized  to  state  that  the  secretary  (Mr.  E. 
Chapman)  will  be  pleased  to  give  any  infor- 
mation 10  Horticultural  Societies  or  others 
who  may  feel  an  interest  in  cactaceous  plants, 
and  to  assist  in  arranging  for  lectures  or  ex- 
hibits in  connection  with  societies  or  shows. 

The  founding  of  it  is  based  upon  the  re- 
vival of  an  old  taste  in  plant  culture,  and  the 
acquisition  ol  much  fresh  knoweledge  and 
many  additional  genera  has  opened  a  wide 
and  interested  field  for  scientific  investiga- 
tions.—  London  Ex. 


Cactus  Directory. 

Composing  both  the  botanical  and  popular  names 
of  some  of  our  niost  couunon  varieties. 


-M- 

Mamillarias,  (Butterfly  Cactus.) 
M    applauata,  (Coral  cactus.) 
M.  lasiacantha,  (Feather-ball  cactus.) 
M.  micromeris,  (Button  and  Mushroom  cactus) 
M.  minima,  (Little  minima,  Baby  cactus.) 
M.  semperviva,  (Ever-living  cactus.) 
M.  Stella  aurata,  (Golden  Star  ) 
M.  Wildiana  cristata,  (Caterpillar  cactus  ) 
Melocactus,  (Turk's  (Jap,  Englishman's  Head, 
Pope's  Head.) 
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GRAFTING. 

THE  object  of  grafting  is  generally  either 
to  effect  certain  changes  in  the  nature 
of  the  scion,  by  uniting  it  with  a  stock  of  a 
character  different  from  its  own,  which  usu- 
ally results  in  the  better  production  of  flow- 
ers, fruits,  &c.,  or  to  multiply  those  plants 
which  are  not  readily  increased  by  the  more 
ordinary  methods  of  cuttings  or  seeds.  In 
the  case  of  cactuses  however,  we  resort  to 
grafting,  not  because  of  any  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining the  kinds  thus  treated  from  either 
cuttings  or  seeds,  as  we  have  already  seen, 
that  all  species  of  cactuses  grow  freely  from 
seed,  and  are  easily  raised  from  cuttings  of 
their  stems,  nor  yet  to  effect  any  change  in 
the  characters  of  the  plants  thus  treated,  but 
because  some  of  the  more  delicate  kinds, and 
especially  the  smaller  ones,  are  apt  to  rot  at 
the  base  during  damp  weather  ;  and  to  pro- 
vent  this,  it  is  found  a  good  and  safe  plan  to 
graft  them  on  to  stocks  formed  of  more  ro- 
bust kinds,  or  even  on  to  plants  of  other  ge- 
nera, such  as  cereus  or  ccliinocactus.  Hy  this 
means,  the  delicate  plants  are  raised  above 
the  soil  whence  the  injury  in  winter  usually 
arises,  and  they  are  also  kept  well  supplied 
with  food  by  tlie  more  robust  and  active  na- 
ture of  the  roots  of  the  plant  upon  which  they 
are  grafted.  Grafting  is  also  adopted  for 
some  of  the  cactuses  to  add  to  the  grotesque- 
ness  of  their  appearance  ;  a  spherical  Kchin- 
ocactus  or  Mamillaria  being  united  to  the 
columnar  stem  of  another  kind,  so  as  to 
produce  the  appearance  of  a  drum  stick; 
or  a  large  round  growing  species  grafted  on 
to  three  such  stems,  which  may  then  be 
likened  to  a  globe  supported  upon  three 
columns.  As  the  species  and  genera  unite 
freely  with  each  other,  it  is  pcssible  to  pro- 
duce, by  means  of  grafting,  some  very  extra- 
ordinary-looking plants,  and  to  a  lover  of  the 
incongruous  and  "queer,"  these  plants  will 
afford  much  interest  and  amusement.  Re- 
sides the  above,  we  graft  Epiphyllunis,  and 
the  long  drooping  Ccreuses,  such  as  C.  flageli- 
forniis,  because  of  their  pendent  habit,  and 
which,  therefore,  are  seen  to  better  advan- 
tage when  growing  from  the  tall  erect  stem 
of  some  stouter  kind,  than  if  allowed  togrow 
on  their  own  roots.  By  growing  a  Pcreskia 
on  into  a  large  plant,  and  then  cutting  it  into 
any  shape  desired,  we  may  by  grafting  upon 
its  spurs  or  branches  a  number  of  pieces  of 
Kpiphyllum,  obtain  large  flowering  speci- 
mens of  various  shapes  in  a  comparatively 
short  time.     For  general  purposes,  it  is  usual 


to  graft  Epiphyllums  on  to  stems,  about  i  ft. 
high  of  Pereskia  aculeata;  pretty  little  stand- 
ard plants  being  in  this  way  formed  in  about 
a  year  from  the  time  of  grafting,  we  may 
note  what  was  done  with  a  large  head  of  the 
Rat-tail  Cactus  which  had  been  grown  some 
years  on  the  stem  of  Cereus  rostratus,  but 
which  lately  rotted  off  just  below  the  point 
of  union.  On  re-grafting  this  head  on  to  the 
Cereus  a  little  lower  down,  it  failed  to  unite, 
and  attributing  the  failure  to  ill-health  in  the 
the  stock,  we  determined  to  transfer  the  Rat- 
tail  Cactus  to  a  large  stem  of  Pereskia  acu- 
leata, the  result  being  a  quick  union  and 
rapid,  healthy  growth  since.  Upon  the  same 
stock  some  grafts  of  Epiphyllum  had  pre- 
viously been  worked,  so  that  it  is  probable 
these  two  aliens  will  form  on  their  nurse- 
stem. 

For  most  plants  the  operation  of  grafting 
must  be  carefully  and  skilfully  performed, 
but  in  the  case  of  cactuses  very  little  skill  is 
necessary  if  one  or  two  rules,  which  apply 
to  all  kinds  of  grafting,  are  observed.  The 
period  of  vigorous  growth,  and  while  the  sap 
of  both  the  stock  and  the  scion  is  in  motion, 
is  the  most  favorable  time  for  the  operation. 
It  is  then  only  necessary,  in  order  to  bring 
about  a  speedy  union,  that  the  parts  grafted 
should  be  cut  so  as  to  fit  each  other  properly 
and  then  bound  or  in  some  way  fastened  to- 
gether so  that  they  will  remain  in  close  con- 
tact with  each  other  until  a  union  is  effetled. 
A  close  atmosphere,  and,  if  possible,  a  little 
shade  should  be  afforded  the  worked  plants 
until  the  grafts  have  taken.  The  ligature 
used  should  not  be  bound  round  the  graft 
too  tightly,  or  it  will  prevent  the  flow  of  the 
sap  ;  if  bound  tightly  enough  to  hold  the 
parts  together  and  to  prevent  their  slipping 
will  be  found  quite  suflScient. 

Epiphyllums  are  treated  as  follows  :  Cut- 
tings of  Pereskia  are  rooted  and  grown  on  to 
the  required  size,  and  in  the  month  of  Aug- 
ust they  are  headed  down,  the  lops  being 
used  as  cuttings.  Grafts  of  Epiphyllums  are 
then  prepared  by  cutting  them  to  the  re- 
quired length,  usually  about  6  inches,  and 
rcnidving  a  thin  slice  of  the  fleshy  stem  on 
each  side  so  as  to  form  a  flat  wedge.  The 
stem  of  the  Pereskia  is  then  split  down  about 
one  inch  with  a  shar|)  knife,  and  into 
this  the  wedge  of  the  graft  is  inserted,  and 
fastened  cither  by  means  of  a  small  pin 
or  spine  passed  through  the  stem  and  graft 
about  half  way  up  the  slit,  or  by  binding 
around   them    a   little  string.      The   worked 
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plants  are  thenplaced  in  a  close  propagating 
frame,  having  atemperature  of  about  ysdegs. 
where  they  are  kept  moist  by  sprinkling 
them  daily  with  water  ;  they  must  be  shaded 
from  bright  sunlight.  As  soon  as  a  union 
has  been  effected,  which  will  be  <:een  by  the 
grafts  beginning  to  grow,  the  ligature  and 
pin  should  be  removed,  and  the  plants  grad- 
ually hardened  off  by  admitting  air  to  the 
box,  until  finally  they  may  be  lenioved  to  the 
house  where  it  is  intended  to  grow  them.  In 
a  cottage  window  this  operation  may  be  suc- 
cessfully performed  if  a  box  with  a  movable 
glass  top,  or  a  large  bell  glass  be  used  to  keep 
the  grafts  close  uutil  tliey  have  taken. 

P"or  the  spherical  stemmed  kinds  of  Mam- 
illaria,  Cereus,  Echinocereus,  Echinocartus, 
Echinopsis,&c.  a  different  method  is  adopted. 
Instead  of  cutting  the  base  of  the  graft  10  a 
wedge  shape,  it  is  simply  cut  across  the  base 
horizontally;  or  in  other  words,  a  portion  of 
the  bottom  of  the  graft  is  sliced  off,  and  a 
slock  procured,  which  when  cut  across  the 
top,  will  about  fit  the  wound  at  the  base  of 
the  scion  the  two  sliced  parts  are  placed  to- 
gether, and  secured  by  passing  a  string  a 
few  times  over  the  top  of  the  graft  and  under 
the  pot  containing  the  stock,  so  as  10  hold  it 
firmly  in  one  position.  Another  method  is 
that  of  cutting  the  scion  to  a  round  wedge, 
and  scooping  a  hole  out  in  the  centre  of  the 
stock  large  enough  to  fit  the  wedge,  pressing 
the  scion  firmly  into  this,  and  secure  as  above 
mentioned. 
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SIPNES  AND  PRICKLES. 


CARP,   CALIF. 


IN  Volume  I,  Number  9  of  The  JournAi, 
'  appears  an  article  on  Pelecyphora  copied 
mainly  from  Watsons  "Cadtus  Culture  for 
Amateurs."  A  few  days  ago  I  had  the  plea- 
sure of  looking  over  about  one  hundred  or 
more  of  these  plants  at  Mess.  Lyon  &  Cobbe's 
nursery  in  Los  Angeles.  I  brought  home  a 
cluster  of  eleven  liead?,  and  two  other  plants, 
one  single,  and  one  of  three  heads.  But  they 
seem  to  me  so  different  from  the  Pelecyphora 
Aselliformis  I  used  to  have,  and  indeed  all 
that  I  have  ever  seen,  that  I  concluded  to 
describe  them  here.  But  first  a  word  or  two 
about  the  genus  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
have  not  read  the  former  article,  or  who  do 
not  possess  Watson's  work.  The  name  is 
iorm. pelekyphot'os,  hatchet-bearing  ;  referring 


to  the  shape  of  the  tubercles  Aselliformh 
means  woodlouselike.  Watson  states  that 
the  genus  is  nionotypic,  that  is,  containing 
only  one  species  with  possibly  two  varieties 
He  ma}-  be  corre<St,  but  I  have  my  doubts  on 
the  matter.  Watson  says,  speaking  of  Pele- 
cyphora Aselliformis  :  "The  stems  are  sinii^le 
until  they  get  about  3  inches  high,  when 
they  develope  offsets  about  the  base  "  If 
such  is  the  case,  and  his  description  tallies 


with  all  those  specimens  I  used  to  see,  then 
my  newly  purchased  plants  are  a  new  varie- 
tal form.  The  cluster  now  before  me  has 
eleven  well  defined  heads.  The  largesthead 
is  about  thirty  three  millimeters  in  diameter 
at  widest  part.  This  is  approximately  one 
and  five-sixteenth  inches.  But  the  head 
which  bears  every  mark  of  beingmature,  and 
has  flowered  and  borne  seed,  is  only  about 
twenty  millimeters  in  average  height.  In 
this  cluster  none  of  the  remaining  heads  are 
any  taller  and  they  range  in  diameter  from 
that  given  above  to  that  of  ten  millimeters. 
Yet  Watson  says  they  are  three  inches  (about 
seventy-five  millimeters)  in  height,  before 
they  send  off  offsets.  I  think  that  the  whole 
lot  I  saw  at  Lyon  &  Cobbe's  would  hardly 
average  much,  if  any,  over  an  inch.  A  plant 
of  a  single  head  before  me  is  seven  eighths 
of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  not  quite  a  half 
inch  high.  A  third  plant  has  two  heads, 
two  of  which  are  about  the  same  size  as  the 
last  mentioned  single  head,  but  a  tiny  head, 
too  small  to  measure  has  just  started  out. 
To  be  as  exaft  as  I  can  with  a  cheap  wooden 
rule  this  little  fellow  is  now  about  seven  mil- 
limeters high  and  five  wide.  Now  I  leave  it 
to  wiser  heads  than  mine  to  say  whether  it  is 
Aselliformis,  or  A  var.  concolor,  or  A.  Pe6li- 
nata.     Several  years  ago  I  had  Pelecyphora 
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Aselliformis,  and  its  variety,  A.  PeiSlinata. 
They  had  been  sold  to  ihe  Borist  from  whom 
I  bought  them  by  Mr.  Rlauc,  aud  so  were 
supposed  to  be  correct.  Neitlier  of  them 
looked  like  my  present  plants  In  No.  8, 
volume  IX  of  American  Gardening,  of  date 
August,  1890,  the  reader,  if  he  cares  to  look, 
will  find  on  page  474  a  good  cut  of  two  heads 
A.  var.  coucolor.  It  is  copied,  I  think,  from 
llie  English  Botanical  Magazine  (Bot.  Mag.) 
and  if  of  life  size,  repi  es^ents  the  heads  as  be- 
ing about  two  to  two  ar.d  a  half  inches  high 
and  from  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  quarter  in 
diameter.  Now,  while  I  make  no  claims  yet, 
I  cannot  say  Ihat  it  looks  as  though  my  pres 
ent  plants  were  a  variety  not  yet  described. 
Will  any  one  else  care  to  take  up  the  matter, 
and  give  it  the  attention  it  deserves  ?  I  have 
not  taken  up  the  question  of  the  form  and 
size  of  the  tubercles,  because  I  had  not  the 
other  sorts  to  compare  them  with  and  have 
not  the  utmost  confidence  in  my  cheap  wood- 
en rule. 

Lyon  &  Cobbe  have  some  other  new  and 
pretty  things,  but  I  h;ive  not  had  time  to  do 
them  justice,  lint  will  later  on.  Thev  have 
an  unnamed  opnutia  that  I  took  quite  a 
fancy  to,  numbered  26.  It  is  of  a  lovely 
shade  of  rich  dark  green  with  2  to  4  pure 
white  spines  sharply  inclined  downward  and 
sideways,  and  is  of  the  plat-opuntia  or  flat- 
jointed  se<5lion.  I  also  saw  some  exquisitely 
shaded  plants  of  Mam.  Spinosissimus  Brunea, 
but  as  a  whole  l)askel  full  seemed  to  show 
about  every  shade  from  the  well-known  Spi- 
nosissimus to  the  sort  tliey  call  "Brunea."  I 
fail  to  sec  the  sense  of  calling  it  a  variety, 
and  giving  it  a  name.  Possibly  1  am  wrong, 
but  that  is  the  way  it  looked  "to  a  man  up 
the  tree."     I've  got  a  "Brunea"  however. 

While  iu  Los  Angeles  I  paid  a  visit  to  the 
grounds  of  Mr.  J.  Dietrich,  one  of  our  new 
advertisers.  Somehow  I  had  got  it  into  my 
head  that  he  was  an  amateur  ;  but  a  cursory 
glance  showed  the  handicraf.  of  a  profes- 
sional everywhere.  And  such  fine  plants 
too  I  I  saw  iu  front  of  his  residence  a  four- 
foot  graft  of  Cereus  Flagelliformis  on  Cereus 
Orandiflorus.  Beginning  four  feet  from  the 
ground  the  long  "rat-tails"  began  to  droop 
and  I  think  I  am  well  withiu  the  limits  of 
truth  when  I  say  there  Were  fully  a  hundred 
of  them.  Mr.  Dietrich  makes  quite  a  speci- 
alty of  grafting,  and  had  many  curious  com- 
binations on  hand.  Among  them  were  a 
large  lot  of  tall  good  looking  grafts  of  Ce- 
reus   Flagelliformis    Cristata,    or     "elkhorn 


cactus"  on  Grandiflorus  ;  as  was  also  a  fine 
lot  of  Cereus  Gemmatus.  Unfortunately  I 
lost  my  notes,  or  I  would  speak  more  defin- 
itely of  some  curiosities.  But  I  was  told  "to 
come  again  !"  Like  myself  Mr.  D.  is  quite  a 
Cereus  man,  but  then  he  can  "smile"  too  ! 
Hut  joking  aside,  like  "Carp"  he  likes  cereus 
and  opuutiss.  "Why  everybody  has  luamil- 
larias,  but  how  few-  can  show  large  fine  spe- 
cimens of  cereus  or  the  rarer  opuntias  ?" 

Mr.  J.  A.  McDowell  is  on  a  trip  up  the 
country,  aud  when  I  last  heard  from  him  was 
at  some  beautiful  place.  It  must  have  been 
beautiful  for  its  name  was  about  a  yard  long  ! 
He  had  found  a  cereus,  two  mamillarias,  an 
opuntia,  and  a  cotyledon,  which,  if  not  new, 
are  unkuowu  to  him,  and  they  are,  or  soon 
will  be  on  the  way  to  me. 

New  plants  have  been  a  little  scarce  lately 
as  it  is  the  dull  season.  But  I  hear  of  some 
occasionally,  and  when  I  do,  they  sooner  or 
later  turn  up  in  my  possession.  I  hear  a  lot 
of  new  echinoccreus  have  been  sent  from 
Texas  aud  vicinity  to  the  Botanic  Garden  in 
St.  Louis  for  verification,  and  I  will  hear 
more  of  them  later. 

"Caiitus  Culture  for  Amateurs"  by  W.  Wat- 
son, Assistant  Curator  of  the  Royal  Botanic 
Gardens,  Kew,  is  a  work  well  worth  owning 
by  those  who  can  afford  it.  His  list  of  spe- 
cies is  not  large,  being  those  known  and  in 
cultivation  in  England  ten  years  ago.  He 
describes  the  following  number  of  species  . 
rhyllocactns  28,  Cereus  34,  Echinocaftus  42, 
Mamillaria  53,  Echinopsis  11,  Meloca<5\us  3, 
rilocereus  2,  Opuntia  50,  Pereskia  4,  Leuch- 
tenbergia  i,  Pelccyphora  1.  (with  3  varietal 
forms),  and  Rhipsalis  23.  This  last  list  is 
especially  rich.  His  descriptions  are  in  good 
every  day  English,  and  his  cultural  direc- 
tions, making  allowances  for  their  being 
written  for  Englishmen,  are  fairly  good. 
Turning  over  the  pages  of  this  elegantly 
printed  book,  one  will  miss  many  plants  now 
common  in  caftus  collections  ;  then  agaiu  he 
will  find  many  sorts  that  he  never  met  at  all, 
or  may  lie  never  heard  of,  unless  he  is  one 
of  the  older  professionals.  Will  we  ever  have 
an  "up  to  date"  cactus  book,  and  w-ho  will 
write  it?  Carp  for  one  would  very  much  like 
to  know. 

I  hear  our  editor  is  a  very  busy  man  just 
now,  but  I  know  he  will  find  time  to  enter 
the  name  of  that  new  subscriber  you  were 
going  to  send  him  for  Volume  II. 

Get  your  friends  to  subscribe  to  the  Journal. 
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Echinocactus  Horizonthalonius. 


L.  F.   K.,   PH.  G  ,  M.  D.,  BALTO. 

IN  the  February  number  of  The  Journal, 
'  appeared  an  article  on  this  cactius  in 
which  the  wiiter  (Pilo  C.)  stated,  that  his  ex- 
perience with  this  plant  was  a  complete  fail- 
ure after  having  tried  several  plants  and  dif- 
ferent soils,  each  time  with  the  same  result. 
In  the  March  number  appeared  comment  oni 

this  article  by  S    Fred'k  G asserting  that 

he  had  success  with  two  plants  which  he  re- 
ceived last  August  from  New  Mexico,  which 
he  potted  in  coarse  sand  and  never  watered, 
as  the  colleftor  sent  him  word  "not  to  water 
from  the  top,"  after  having  failed  with  about 
eight  plants  previously.  This  was  followed! 
in  the  May  number  by  another  article  from, 
the   first   correspondent  in  which     he    says 

he    does    not    understand   what   Mr.    G 

means  by  not  watering  from  the  top,  and 
says  he  is  going  to  try  a  plant  upside  down, 
and  water  from  the  bottom,  that  is,  pour  the 
water  in  the  drainage  hole  of  the  pot,  and 
if  he  has  success,  he  will  label  his  plant  Ech- 
inocactus Horizonthalonius  var.  Perpendicit- 
laris  Grossii. 

Now,  my  opinion  is,  that  neither  of  them 
treated  their  plants  properly. 

Pilo  C.  received  his  first  plant  in  March, 
potted  it  in  sandy  soil,  and  thoroughly  soak- 
ed the  soil  and  dia  not  water  any  more  ex- 
cept spraying  the  plant  occasionally  ;  his 
second  plant  was  potted  in  sand  and  not 
watered  at  all  ;  consequence,  both  died. 

Now  Mr.  G  's  plants  all  died  except  the 
last  two,  which  he  has  kept  from  August 
until  March,  (when  his  article  appeared) 
without  watering  them  at  all.  It  is  a  known 
faft  that  all  bulky  caflus  will  survive  the 
winter  without  water  if  they  are  in  a  healthy 
condition  when  winter  sets  iu,  but  such  as  I 
have  seen  treated  iu  this  way  always  looked 
poor  and  withered  iu  spring,  and  then  it  took 
some  time  to  start  to  grow. 

My  experience  with  this  plant  is  that  it 
may  be  considered  easy  to  grow.  In  April  I 
received  a  plant  from  Mexico,  it  was  just 
large  enough  to  sit  on  top  of  a  four  inch  pot 
with  coarse  gravelly  sand,  mixed  with  it 
about  a  heaping  tablespoon ful  of  animal 
charcoal,  crushed  to  about  the  size  of  a  half 
grain  of  wheat,  and  about  the  same  quantity 
of  crushed  marble  of  about  the  same  size. 


The  roots  of  the   plants  were  considerably 
damaged  when   I  received  it,  so  I   trimmed 
them  off  short   and   potted  in  this  soil,  and 
placed  my  plant  out  in  the  weather.    I  put  it 
in  such  a  position  where  tlie  sun  could  shine 
on  it  all  day,  and  when  it  rained,  it  got  the 
full  benefit  ;  and  when  it  did  not  rain,  I  del- 
uged my  plant  with  the  watering  can     I  kept 
the  soil   constantly  moist.     I   also   sunk  the 
pot  in  the  soil  so  the  pot  would  not  get  heated 
from  the  sun  and  burn  the  new  roots  should 
they  form.     In  about  three  weeks  thereafter, 
my  plant  was  accidental!}'  knocked  out  of  the 
pot,  and  to   my   surprise   I  found  a  bunch  of 
new   roots  about  an   inch  long.     I  immedi- 
ately mixed  with  the  sand  mixture  already  in 
the  pot  one  third  good  stiff  loam,  and  at  once 
re-potted  my  plant.    It  has  made  new  growth 
and  while  writing  this  article  the  plant  stands 
before  me  crowned  with  the  "crown  of  suc- 
cess" (a  flower).    The  flower  is  .'in.  long,  2>^ 
in.  across  tlie  top,  funnel-shaped  with  several 
rows  of  purplish  pink,  silky  looking  petals; 
the  sepals  are  much  narrower  and  tipped  a 
brownish  hue  ;  the  stamens  are  very  numer- 
ous ;   the   filaments   are  while  and  crowned 
with  a  yellow  polen  laden  anther  ;  the  stig- 
ma or  extremity  of  the  pistil  is  brown,  and 
divided    into  8   segments  ;  the   style  is  just 
long  enough  to  reach  to  the  anthers,  which 
is  about  ^4  i"-;  the  ovary  I  cannot  see,  as  it 
is  hidden  from  view  by  the  numerous  stamens 
inside,  and  by  a  dense  wooly  substance  out- 
side, hence  I  cannot  describe.      The  fruit  is 
an  oblong  berry  about  %  in.  long  and  about 
%  iu    in  diameter,  the  plant  having  one  on 
when  I  received  it.     The    flower  has   a  faint 
agreeable  odor.     It  is  peculiar  to  itself,  and 
I  know  nothing  to  liken  it  to.      It  wilL  only 
remain    open  in    the    sunlight,    and    opens 
several  days.     When  removed  to  the  shade  it 
closed  up,  opened  again  when  placed  in  the 
sun.     My  opinion  is  that  sun  light  is  one  of 
the  essentials  of  success  with  this  plant,  as  it 
is    found  in    its    native    habitat    in    barren 
places  where  it  has  no  other  plants  or  trees 
to  shade  it.     I  also  think  that  part  of  my  suc- 
cess is  due  to  the  liberal  supply  of  water 
given  it,  and  that  from  the  top,  all  over  the 
top  and  not  through  the  drainage  hole  in  the 
bottom  as  the  correspondent  said.     I  would 
recommend  to  label    it    Echinocactus  Hori- 
Sutithalonius  var  Erects  cum  multi  lumi?ii  So- 
laris   et    aqua  precipitans   vel  aqua    fontana 
(erect  with  plenty  of  sunlight  and  rain  water 
or  hydrant  water)  and  treat  the  plant  accord- 
ing to  the  label. 
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My  reason  for  adding  animal  charcoal  is 
because  animal  charcoal  has  a  greater  ab- 
sorbing power  for  noxious  gases  than  wood 
charcoal,  hcuce  its  greater  efficiency  iti  keep- 
ing the  soil  from  slasiuating;  it  is  also  rich  in 
phosphate  of  lime  which  is  an  essential  to  all 
plant  life,  and  I  add  the  crushed  marble  to 
supply  a  certain  amount  of  lime  as  carbonate 
which  is  also  essential  both  as  plant  food 
and  to  keep  the  soil  fresh. 

A  TERRIBLE  DRINK 

A  Sort  of  :i  Caclus  Wine  Ihal  Makes  Those  wlio 
liuhilge  ill  it  nrimk  :incl  Crazy. 

rROM   IME  »*H  FRAWCtSCO  CMROKICLt. 

/-»APTAIN  Casson,  of  the  British  bark  Cu- 
^^  pica,  while  at  Astoria,  on  his  way  out  to 
sea  from  Portland,  gave  a  reporter  some  in- 
teresting failrls  in  regard  to  the  gagus  plant 
and  the  terrible  effetls  it  has  on  the  natives 
of  the  Gauplil  Islands,  where  it  grows.  Cap- 
tain Casson  is  an  authority  on  the  matters 
pertaining  to  the  South  Sea  Islands  In 
speaking  of  the  gagus  plant  Capt. Casson  said: 

"It  is  a  species  of  cactus,  and,  as  I  said, 
grows  only  to  my  knowledge,  on  the  Ganptil 
Island.  The  island  is  a  small  one,  but  is  well 
populated  by  natives  of  the  Malay  race.  In 
the  interior  this  plant  grows  wild,  flourishing 
especially  in  the  red,  rocky  soil.  It  looks 
beautiful  when  growing,  as  you  may  judge 
by  the  briglit  hues  with  which  it  is  spotted. 
Opium  is  a  potent  drug,  but  I  am  certain  that 
the  extrai5l  from  the  gagus  plant  is  calculated 
to  do  more  damage  to  the  humau  system. 
The  natives  cut  the  plant  in  the  early  spring. 
After  they  have  gathered  a  sufficient  quan- 
titv  they  put  it  in  large  bowls  and  crush  it 
with  huge  stones. 

"A  grayish  sap  runs  out  freely  and  this 
they  collect  and  drink,  after  letting  it  fer- 
ment, which  it  does  easily.  Within  half  an 
hour  after  imbibing  it  the  drinker  becomes 
perfectly  stupid  and  lies  around  like  a  log. 
The  spell  lasts  a  day  or  more,  during  which 
time  the  natives  say  they  live  in  Paradise. 
I  have  known  sailors  to  try  it,  but  never 
twice.  Three  years  ago  I  had  a  man  in  my 
crew  who  was  driven  crazy  by  one  drink. 
The  first  effects  of  the  liquor  is  to  soften 
the  bones  and  gradually  eat  them  an-ay. 
There  are  natives  there,  the  victims  of 
gagus,  who  are  indeed  boneless  and  nnable 
to  walk  or  use  their  limbs.  Then  they  begin 
to  wither  away,  until  they  die  in  misery  and 
convulsions.  Usually  two  years  will  finish 
the  hardiest  man.  The  sufferings  of  the 
slaves  to  the  drink  are  terrible." 


Mr.   Isaacs  Imported  Cactus. 


KOM  THE  S*N  FHAfiCrsco  CHRONICLE. 


npHAT  ardent  student  of  floriculture,  Col. 
"  Alfred  Isaacs,  is  not  so  passionately  ab- 
sorbed in  the  flora  of  foreign  lands  as  he 
used  to  be.  The  poppy  and  the  pallid  pelar- 
gonium are  good  enough  for  him,  he  says. 
Mr.  Isaacs  is  a  government  collector  in  the 
office  at  the  foot  of  Main  Street.  Along  the 
top  of  his  desk  sits  a  row  of  alligator  pears 
and  some  sweet  potatoes  blooming  in  bottles 
of  water.  The  other  day  this  display  was  in- 
creased by  the  arrival  of  a  queer-looking 
plant  in  an  earthen  flower  pot.  A  note  at- 
tached to  the  plant  described  it  as  a  Hawaian 
cactus,  and  very  rare. 

"Those  fellows  at  the  Oceanic  dock  are 
getting  good  in  their  old  age,"  remarked  Mr. 
Isaacs  as  he  poured  a  cup  of  water  on  the 
cactus  and  placed  it  in  the  warm  sunlight. 

In  size  and  shape  the  Hawaian  cactus  re- 
sembled a  penholder  covered  with  a  thin 
grayish-white  foliage.  The  upper  end  of  the 
plant  was  tied  to  a  stick  inserted  in  the  soil 
of  the  pot.  Taken  as  a  whole  the  cactus  was 
not  a  promising  object,  but  Mr.  Isaacs  at- 
tended to  it  with  loving  care.  Twice  a  day 
he  watered  it.  according  to  instructions,  yet 
the  cactus  did  not  appear  to  thrive. 

"It  must  be  the  climate,''  said  Mr.  Isaac."!. 

But  the  hot  weather  of  the  past  few  days 
aroused  the  latent  energies  of  the  Hawaian 
specimen  to  a  remarkable  extent.  It  began 
to  shed  a  fragrance  round  about  that  made 
Mr.  Isaacs  sick,  and  drove  sea  Captains  out 
of  the  office.  The  aroma  of  that  im|iorted 
cactus  was  simply  asphyxiating,  so  much  so, 
that  the  sagacious  collector  said  : 

"I  am  beginning  to  smell  a  rat." 

Mr.  Isaacs  was  right.  He  pulled  the  cactus 
up  by  the  roots,  and  exposed  a  rat,  which 
should  have  been  buried  deeper  or  thrown 
overboard  two  weeks  ago,  and  now  Mr. 
Isaacs  is  trying  to  find  out  who  palmed  off 
a  rat's  tail  as  a  Hawaian  cactus. 

—Cheek  —Client— "That  little  house  you 
sent  me  to  see  yesterday  is  in  a  most  scanda- 
lous condition.  It  is  so  damp  that  moss  posi- 
tively grows  on  the  walls  !" 

Agent— "Well,  isn't  moss  good  enough  for 
von  ?  What  do  you  expect  at  the  rent — 
orchids  ?'' 

After  reading  theJotiRNAi,  hand  it  to  your 
friends  interested  in  plauts  and  flowers,  and 
gel  them  to  subscribe. 
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Have  you  renewed  your  subscription  ? 
If  not,    why  not  ? 

This  is  the  season  when  the  needed  re- 
pairs to  the  greenhouse  should  be  made, 
giving  it  a  thorough  cleaning  and  painting 
or  whitewashing,  while  the  plants  are  out, 
so  that  all  will  be  in  readiness  to  receive 
the  plants  for  the  winter. 

We  have  received  numerous  requests 
from  subscribers  for  articles  on  other  plants 
than  cacti,  and  will  hereafter  publish  short 
articles  on  such  plants  as  requests  are 
made  for,  or  received  trom  regular  sub- 
scribers. Those  interested  in  cacti  usually 
grow  other  plants,  and  we  hope  that  some 
of  the  knowledge  imparted  to  them  liy  the 
success  of  others  will  prove  beneficial. 

The  St.  Louis  Cactus  Association  was 
organized  and  held  their  first  meeting  on 
July  20th.  Mr.  A.  A.  Kleinschmidt,  the 
President  is  an  enthusiastic  cactus  admirer 
and  has  a  very  fine  collection,  amongst 
them  some  very  rare  plants.  This  society 
has  the  advantage  over  its  sister  societies 
by  having  close  at  hand  the  largest  collec- 
tion of  cacti   in   the  United  States,  that  at 


the  Botanical  Garden  (formerly  Shaw's) 
where  they  can  refer  to  in  many  instances 
where  plants  are  ])resented  at  their  meet- 
ings for  ]iroper  naming. 

In  a  recent  number  of  a  horticultural 
]jublication  we  note  the  following  ]iara- 
graph  :  "The  great  cactus  craze  of  two  or 
three  years  ago  seems  to  have  subsided.  It 
is  almost  impossible  to  sell  a  cactus  now-a- 
days."  We  do  not  know  who  this  paper 
has  reference  to,  but  it  is  most  likely  that 
they  do  not  offer  the  desirable  kinds,  that 
the  so-called  "cranks"  are  looking  for. 
Just  whis|)er  the  word  to  the  members  of 
the  various  cactus  societies,  and  they,  no 
doubt  will  liven  up  the  cactus  business  if 
offered  at   reasonable  prices. 

One  thing  we  are  sure  of,  that  dealer 
does  not  advertise  enough,  and  if  he  does 
any,  he  does  not  advertise  in  the  right 
paper.  Just  send  an  ad,  to  the  Baltimore 
Cactus  Journal,  that  is  the  only  pajier 
that  reaches  the  people  directly,  interested 
in  this  particular  branch  of  floriculture. 

Cereus  Pecten  Aboriginum. 

npHIS  tree-like  cactus  grows  to  the  height 
*  of  thirty  feet,  with  a  trtiiik  a  foot  or 
or  more  in  diameter,  dividing  into  numerous 
ere(?t  branches,  armed  with  stout,  straight 
ash  colored  spines,  lipped  witli  black.  The 
flowers  are  produced  at  the  top  of  the 
branches,  and  are  of  a  purple  color.  The  In- 
dians grind  the  seed  to  make  meal  (as  they 
do  of  many  other  cafti),  and  use  the  covering 
of  the  fruit,  wliich  is  armed  with  stiff  hair- 
like bristles,  for  hairbrushes.  A  knowledge 
of  this  faft  readily  explains  the  reason  for 
calling  it  Cereus  peften  aboriginum,  wliich 
means  "natives'  combs,"  It  is  not  as  yet  in 
cultivation,  tliough  it  is  safe  to  say  that  it 
can  not  long  escape  the  untiring  caftus  col- 
leflor  In  appearance  it  resembles  Cereus 
Pringlei  more  than  it  does  any  other  caclus 
known  to  commerce, — SoiUh.  Flor.  and  Card. 

Rhipsalis,  Stapelias  and  even  Mesembri- 
anthemums  have  been  grafted  on  ca6li,  and 
strangeryet,  several  echeverias  did  quite  well 
for  a  time  grafted  on  cereus. 
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Echinocactus  Heterochromus. 

Tills  plant  is  indeed  a  gem  as  (/aip  says. 
The  spines  of  llie  plant  are  flat,  and  as 
the  name  implies  many  -  colored.  The 
tubercles  are  large,  the  body  of  the  plant 
is  of  a  purplish  grey  color,  and  with  the  spines 
of  brown,  amber,  yellow  and  red   colors,  of 


FflOMTHEST     I  OUIS  GLOBE-OEM 


CACTUS  VISITING  CARDS. 


which  some  are  one  single  color,  whilst  others 
arc  of  seveial  colors  divided  crosswise,  and 
the  colors  blending  making  a  beautiful  con- 
trast. The  plant  from  which  the  illustration 
was  photogtaphtd  showed  a  bud,  but  not 
having  had  it  to  flower  before  cannot  de- 
scribe it.  It  is  a  native  of  Mexico,  and  is  of- 
feied  by  several  advertisers  in  the  Journal, 
and  anyone  wishing  lor  a  really  pretty  plant 
should  add  ihe  Heterochromus  to  their  col 
leClion. 

Cereus  Labouretianus. 

Tmc  CkrHI'S  lyABouRKTi ANi'S,  a  seedling 
five  years  old  from  Krfnrt,  Germany,  in  the 
cactus  bed  at  Carroll  I'ark,  Baltimore,  bloom- 
ed last  week,  attracting  the  attention  of  the 
visitors.  The  plant  is  about  20  inches  tall, 
and  the  flower  bud  appeared  at  the  base  of 
the  plant  about  one  inch  above  the  soil,  and 
when  fnllv  developeil  and  nearly  open  it  ex- 
tended upward  to  about  the  middle  of  the 
plant.  It  was  white,  with  pinkish  edged 
petals,  and  yellow  stamens,  and  about  ten 
inches  in  diameter  It  is  the  only  one  in  the 
citv  and  was  a  surprise  to  see  it  flower,  espe- 
cially so  small  and  young  a  plant,  and  so 
large  a  flower.  It  is  a  night  bloomer  and  the 
flower  was  shaped  similar  to  the  flower  of 
the  Magnolia  graudiflora. 

It  is  not  w'orth  while  for  a  flower  lover  to 
think  he  "knows  it  all."  even  the  most  ex- 
perienced is  glad  to  have  new  suggestions. 


"M^ 


is  put,"  said  H  I,.  Rurton,  of  New 
Orleans,  "but  one  of  the  queerest  is  that 
which  prevails  in  Cape  Town.  South  Africa, 
where  cactus  leaves  are  made  to  serve  the 
purpose  of  visiting  cards.  The  leaves  of  the 
special  kinds  of  cactus  used  for  this  purpose 
are  not  veiy  piickly,  however,  and  further- 
more, those  unique  cards  aie  not  carried 
about,  but  are  left  growing  on  the  plant, 
which  stands  at  the  foot  of  the  iron  steps. 
When  a  lady  calls  she  only  has  to  take  out 
her  hatpin  and  scratch  her  name  on  the  glossy 
surface  of  one  of  the  leaves,  while  the  gent- 
leman accomplishes  the  same  end  with  his 
ktiifc.  The  lines  thus  scratched  turn  silver 
white  and  remain  clear  and  distinct  on  the 
leaf  for  years.  New  Year's  day  these  cictus 
cards  are  particularly  convcniint,  and  popu- 
lar hostesses  often  appiopriatc  a  large  branch 
of  their  cactus  plant  to  the  registry  of  visits 
received  that  day  " 


wHtTTEK  fOB    THE    CACTUS    iOltntiU.. 


IVY  GERANIUnS. 


pim.  LocA  vrsK. 


A  S  an  edging  for  large  pots  or  boxes  of 
^»  riivllocactus,  few  trailing  vines  could 
be  prettier  than  the  ivy  geranium,  for  its 
heavy,  waxen  leaves  makes  it  particularly 
appropriate  for  growing  among  cacti.  Well 
established  vines  grow  rapidly,  and  can  be 
trained  to  run  either  up  or  down,  as  desired. 
The  ivy  geranium  thrives  best  in  partial 
shade,  that  Phyllos.  enjoy,  and  require  very 
little  water,  either  in  winter  or  summer.  It 
is  a  free  bloomer,  the  blossoms  being  both 
single  and  double,  and  embracing  a  wide 
ranv;e  of  colors.  II  it  failed  however  to 
bloom,  it  would  be  well  worth  growing  for 
its  handsome  foliage.  There  is  also  a  fine 
variety  with  beautiful  variegated  leaves,  that 
make  a  charming  contrast  with  the  plain 
green  sons 

Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  the  ivy  gera- 
niniu  is  seldom  molested  by  any  of  the  insect 
tribes. 

Mr.  Chas.  H.  Pepar,  one  of  the  oldest  cactus 
fanciers  in  Baltimore,  died  last  week.  He 
had  at  one  time  quite  a  collection  of  cacti  and 
rare  leaf  plants,  but  on  account  of  old  age  was 
compelled  to  part  with  them  a  few  years  ago. 
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MEALY   BUGS. 

How  (jfteii  we  hear  :is  we  go  around 

To  look  at  some  cacti,  so  fine  ; 
"Ves,  they  all  appear  to  be  doing  well. 

But  the  lutaly  bugs  are  on  mine.". 

Then  bejjin  at  once  to  get  rid  of  them  — 
Thi.s  pest  must  he  checked  in  time  ; 

If  you  don't,  yourcry  will  still  be  the  same 
That  "the  mealy  hugs  are  on  mine." 

An  atomizer  with  alcohol  pure 

Will  gently  throw  a  spray  so  fine  ; 
I  always  am  sure  to  resort  to  this 

When  the  mealy  bug  gets  on  mine. 

Examine  your  plants,  and  look  very  sharp 

For  small  outs  at  base  of  a  spine, 
As  here  I  often  find  they  have  their  nests, 

"NYhen  the  mealy  bugs  are  ou  mine. 

Strict  vigilance  now  must  be  observed- 
Look  out  for  this  pest  all  the  time. 
Have  your  gun  ready,  and  then  you  can  say  ; 
"There's  no  mealy  bug  now  on  mine." 
Penna.  Pilo.  C. 


their  being  particular  to  know  the  correiSl 
name  of  plants  sent  in  exchange,  shows 
that  a  growing  interest  is  being  taken  in 
cacti. 

All  should  remember  to  remove  cacti  from 
the  soil  with  care,  not  to  bruise  the  body  of 
the  plant,  and  not  twist  the  roots  off.  If 
hard  to  remove  to  cut  the  roots  with  a  sharp 
knife,  as  far  from  the  body  of  the  plant  as  is 
possible,  always  bearing  in  mind,  that  where 
they  are  going  to,  they  do  not  grow  so  easily 
as  they  do  in  their  native  climate. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  have  an  acknowledge- 
ment, to  learn  whether  what  has  been  sent 
has  arrived  in  good  condition,  and  what  was 
received  was  satisfactory.  This  though,  is 
not  done  to  such  an  extent  as  it  ought  to  be. 

B}'  exchanging  I  have  received  some  very 
fine  plants,  also  some  very  mean  ones — 
mostly  however,  fine  ones.  In  exchanging 
all  should  remember  ''The  Golden  Kule." 
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Happenings  amongst  the  C.  C's 


EXCHANGING. 


II.O.  C,  PENNA. 


I  N  the  exchanging  of  plants,  it  leads  to  cor- 
■  respoudence,  which  in  many  cases,  lasts 
for  years.  Ideas  are  exchanged  whereby 
much  is  learned,  as  to  soil,  surroundings, 
their  names  and  time  of  blooming  of  these 
plants. 

Plants  that  are  common  to  this  section  of 
the  country,  are  as  eagerly  sought  after  by 
some,  as  we  are  seeking  after  new  specimens 
of  cacti.  If  their  hobby  is  not  plants,  it  may 
be  collecting  stamps,  minerals,  shells  or 
other  articles,  for  ^vhich  they  send  cacti. 
These  are  easily  procured  by  them,  and  what 
we  give  in  exchange  is  generally  easily  ob- 
tained. 

After  exchanging  a  while  an  offer  is  made 
to  collect  a  few  at  a  named  price,  which  if 
accepted,  plants  at  a  reasonable  price  are  se- 
cured. Sometimes  several  specimens  of  the 
same  variety  are  sent,  which  are  exchanged 
again  with  others  for  other  varieties,  and 
thus  we  obtain  a  part  of  our  collection  of 
many  kinds.  Each  plant  thus  obtained, 
having  a  history — being  a  reminder  as  hav- 
ing been  sent  by  a  certain  one  from  a  certain 
locality. 

Some  become  interested  in  their  native 
cacti,  are  eager  to  possess  varieties  from 
other  parts — have  noticed  that  "Old  man" 
and  "Living  rock"  are  mostly  inquired  for  ; 


The  talk  amongst  the  flowei  lovers  -the 
five  cactus  beds  at  Carroll  Park,  Baltimore. 

Mr.  O.  Schroedl,  of  Baltimore  has  had  ex- 
cellent success  in  growing  cacti  from  seeds. 
He  has  about  800  young  plants  from  seed 
sown  last  spring,  among  them  some  very 
rare  varieties. 

A  Phyllocactus  latifrons  at  Harlem  Park, 
Baltimore,  had  17  flowers  open  on  Sunday 
evening,  July  14th.  It  attracted  an  immense 
thiong  of  visitors  who  admired  the  beautiful 
large  white  flowers. 

Mr.  Chas.  H.  Lantz,  Cumberland,  Md.,  has 
had  excellent  success  with  his  collection  of 
cafti  and  succulent  plants.  He  reports  many 
of  them  in  bloom,  and  quite  a  number  show- 
ing buds. 

The  Baltimore  Ca6lus  Society  will  hold  its 
next  regular  meeting  on  Aug.  2d,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Geo.  A.  Kern,  one  of  the  oldest 
cacti  fanciers  in  Baltimore,  and  the  father 
of  the  first  cactus  society  in  the  U.  S. 

The  St.  Louis  Cactus  Association  which  has 
just  been  organized,  has  elected  Mr.  A.  A. 
Kleinschmidt  president. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Carlsen  one  of  the  members  of 
the  B.  C.  S.  states  that  he  has  had  a  succes- 
sion of  blooms  since  the  flowering  season  be- 
gan, and  if  nothing  prevents  expects  it  to 
last  until  late  in  the  fall. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 


HdiTor  Cactus  Journal  : 

I  should  like  to  ask  for  some  information 
and  advice  through  the  columns  of  the  JnuR- 
NAi,.  I  have  M.  Applan;\la  and  Montana, 
which  have  refused  to  bloom  or  even  grow  a 
particle  for  three  years  I  note  article  in 
June  Journal,  and  will  say  that  my  treat- 
ment of  them  are  as  has  been  recommended 
there.  I  have  them  in  a  greenhouse.  Men- 
tion has  been  made  in  the  Journal,  that 
"some"  Rhipsalis  delight  in  being  close  to 
glass,  but  that  is  all.  Can  we  not  have  fuller 
cultural  directions  from  some  one  who  has 
grown  thcin  successfully,  and  bloomed  them  ? 
Some  say  keep  them  quite  dry  during  win- 
ter. I  tried  it  and  they  fell  to  pieces  at  the 
joints.  I  find  I  must  keep  them  quite  wot 
during  summer  to  have  them  grow  at  all. 

New  York  Citv.  F.  S.  C. 


Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

An  absolute  necessity  to  the  Florist  or 
"  C.  C."  is  a  cheap,  practical,  pcrmamul 
label.  The  enclosed  seems  to  fill  every  de- 
mand. The  material  is  while  opaque  celiu- 
loid,  the  waste  strips  left  in  the  manufacture 
of  signs,  worth  15c.  to  23c.  i>er  pound.  These, 
having  originally  a  high  polish,  and  slightly 
rubbed  with  sand  paper,  cut  into  the  shape 
wanted  and  the  name  and  other  data  written 
with  an  otditiary  lead  pencil.  The  writing 
will  not  wash  nor  rub  off,  is  permanent  in 
sun  or  rain,  above  or  under  ground,  and  re- 
mains legible  year  after  year.  It  can  readily 
be  rubbed  out  with  a  rubber  eraser,  and 
can  be  used  time  and  again.  Nothing  short 
of  fire  will  at  all  touch  it,  and  hence  can  be 
called,  within  reasonable  limits,  "perma- 
nent." The  material  I  have  is  rather  thin, 
and  when  cut  into  narrow  strips,  liable  to 
curl,  this  is  readily  overcome  by  making  the 
end  to  be  inserted  into  the  soil  slightlv  con- 
vex. 

Please  give  the  label  a  trial  and  report. 
St.  Louis  Mo.  A.  A.  KlEinschmidt. 

The  samples  we  received  are  strips  of  cclu- 
loid,  varying  in  width  from  ji  to  i  inch  about 
the  thickness  of  a  good  quality  card.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  it  will  do  excellenty.  We 
shall  try  them,  putting  them  both  indoors 
and  out,  and  will  give  further  account  of  the 
results  later.— Eds. 


Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

The  cranks  of  our  city  have  at  last  gotten 
together,  and  the  result  is  the  "St.  I.ouis 
Cactus  Association."  Although  the  projetl 
has  been  talked  of  for  some  time,  permanent 
organization  was  only  effetled  a  few  w-eeks 
ago.  It  is  not  very  generally  known  that  St. 
Louis  boasts  of  the  largest  and  finest  collec- 
tion of  cacti  in  America  The  collection  at 
Shaw's  Garden  is  world-famed,  and  several 
of  those  interested  in  cadi  number  over  300 
sjiecimens  in  their  colleiitions. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  association  was 
held  to-day  (July  20th.)  The  constitution  was 
read,  approved  and  ordered  printed.  Mr.  A. 
A.  Kleinschmidt  was  elected  president  by 
acclamation.  The  members  of  the  society 
are  all  enthusiastic  lovers  of  cacti,  and  believe 
in  their  motto  "Happy  is  the  man  who  has 
a  hobby." 

The  annual  dues  are  #1.00,  and  meetings 
are  held  once  a  month.  The  objcilrt  of  the 
association,  as  stated  in  the  constitution,  is 
to  encourage  the  cultivation  and  collecting 
of  cacti  and  succulents,  and  to  clear  up  all 
doubt  existing  as  to  the  names  of  certain 
cacti. 

Thk  IjAltimore  Cactus  Journal  was 
chosen  as  the  official  oigan. 

The  prospects  of  the  association  are  en- 
couraging, and  it  has  a  prosperous  future  in 
sight. 

"St.  Louis." 

Editor  Cactus  Journal  : 

I  read  several  times  in  your  paper  advi- 
sing the  planting  out  of  cacti  during  the 
summer  months,  but  not  having  tried  this 
plan  before  in  my  seven  years  that  I  am  in- 
terested in  this  study,  I  still  hesitated  about 
making  a  trial  of  it,  after  looking  over  my 
collection,  my  attention  being  attracted  to 
those  very  tender  mamillarias,  when  1  thought 
how  they  would  be  scorched  by  the  sun's 
burning  rays,  or  drowned  by  the  heavy  rains. 
Recently  I  changed  my  residence,  and  not 
having  had  the  opportunity  to  build  the 
greenhouse  by  the  time  the  plants  were 
moved,  I  was  compelled  to  set  them  in  the 
garden,  and  in  arranging  them  used  a  little 
judgment  to  place  the  tender  plants  where 
they  would  be  protected  somewhat  from  the 
sun,  and  the  result  is  most  gratifying,  and  it 
has  proven  to  me,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  plant- 
ting  out  during  the  growing  season  is  the 
most  satisfactory  method  to  attain  good  re- 
sults. The  growth  is  natural  and  by  far 
healthier    than    when   grown    under    glass. 
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Aud  then  again,  the  plants  are  not  infested 
with  the  mealy  buf;  or  other  insects  as  much 
as  when  they  are  in  the  greenhouse,  several 
of  which  were  literally  covered  when  set  out, 
not  having  the  time  just  then  to  clean  them, 
several  hard  showers  of  cold  rain  seemed  to 
drive  them  off.  I  would  advise  all  who  can 
do  so,  to  set  their  pets  out  during  the  grow- 
ing season.  I  neglected  to  state,  that  such 
delicate  plants  as  M.  plumosa.  senilis,  lasia- 
cautha,  Candida,  bocassana,  etc.  I  cover  with 
a  glass  to  prevent  the  beating  rains  from  dis- 
figuring, and  the  dnst  from  settling  in  them. 

Maryland.  L.    F. 

QUESTIONS. 


ROM   FARM  ARD  HOME. 


(U  I  have  a  Cereus  Columbrinus  about 
six  or  seven  years  old,  two  feet  high  with 
two  branches  two  and  one  half  ftet  iDiig, 
growing  in  a  six  inch  pot.  Is  the  pot  too 
small  for  it?  It  has  never  bloomed  ;  budded 
once,  but  blighted.  How  would  it  do  to 
plant  it  in  the  ground  next  summer  ? 

(2)  How  old  must  Echinopsis  Multiplex, 
H.  Eyriesii.  and  H.  Zuccariniaua  be  to  bloom, 
and  what  is  ihe  treatment  ? 

Mass.  G.  E.  O. 

I.  What  causes  the  aloes  and  cactus  to  get 
soft  and  rot  at  the  base  '!  Can  it  be  too  much 
water?  2.  I  would  like  to  know  exact  treat- 
ment for  mamiU alias,  soil,  water,  etc  ? 

N.  B.  C.  C.  B. 


ANSWERS. 

C.  C.  B.,  N  li.  —  I.  Vour  soil  may  be  too 
heavy,  holding  the  water  too  long,  and  then 
you  may  have  the  plants  set  too  deep  caus- 
ing the  water  to  stand  between  tlie  leaves 
and  around  the  base  of  the  plant,  which  will 
cause  the  trouble  \ou  sneak  of.  Plant  in 
rich,  sandy  soil,  giving  plenty  of  drainage, 
elevate  soil  around  bl^e  of  plant,  sloping  it 
toward  tbe  rim  of  the  pot,  preventing  water 
from  standing  at  the  base  and  you  will  have 
success.  2.  Look  in  back  numbers  of  Journal. 

G.  E.  O..  Mass.  — I.  Plant  in  laig.  r  pot.  It 
is  a  fast  grower  aud  needs  more  soil.  Plant 
out  in  summer  in  a  sunnv  position  1.  They 
have  bloomed  when  two  vears  old,  and  ought 
with  pioper  treatment  flower  when  3  or  4 
years  old.  Do  not  give  too  much  pot-room, 
water  sparingly  during  winter,  give  it  plenty 
sun  and  water  during  growing  season. 


C.  C.  B..  N.  IJ.  sends  thanks  to  Mr.  Jacob 
Dietrich  for  reply  to  her  questions  It  is 
impossible  to  put  them  in  a  hot-bed,  or  out 
in  the  rain.  Many  days  in  summer  I  cannot 
even  open  tbe  windows  on  account  of  the 
dense  salt  fogs,  which  hurts  them.  This  is  a 
strange  climate,  but  little  sun,  and  mver  very 
hot. 


Drainage  in  Flower  Pots. 

A  LTHOUGH  all  persons  are  familiar  with 
■**  the  fact  that  the  flower  pot  must  ha\e 
a  hole  in  the  bottom,  very  few  understand 
why  it  is  necessary  that  the  water  should  be 
allowed  to  escape.  The  usual  thought  is 
that  water  is  essential  to  plant  life.  To  some 
extent  no  plant  could  live  in  thoroughly 
dried  earth.  At  the  same  time  atmospheric 
air  is  of  quite  as  much  if  not  of  more  impor- 
tance than  water,  and  the  change  of  air  is  as 
necessary  for  the  roots  of  plants  as  for  human 
beings.  Air  iu  the  earth  in  a  flower  pot  soon 
looses  its  life-giving  powers  and  has  to  be 
changed  for  fresh  air.  Water  accomplishes 
this  by  driving  out  all  the  foul  air  and  then 
after  llie  water  passes  away-,  a  new  supply  of 
air  takes  the  place  of  the  water.  In  this  way 
continual  watering  thoroughly  areates  the 
soil,  k  plant  in  a  flower  pot  which  seldom 
needs  watering  is  in  a  bad  condition. 

The  Baltimore  Cactus  Society  at  its 
July  meeting  discussed  the  proposition  made 
them  by  the  officers  of  the  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  of  having  a  display  of  cacti  and 
kindred  plants  at  McCoy's  Hall,  which  was 
tendered  them  gratuitously,  this  fall,  before 
they  are  placed  in  the  greenhouses  for  the 
winter.  Prof  Gilman  expressed  a  desire  to 
have  the  display  in  the  interest  of  the  stu- 
dents of  the  botanical  department  of  the  Uni 
versity.  1  he  proposition  was  laid  before  the 
society  by  Mr.  John  T.  Sapp,  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  after  a  varied  expression  of  opinion 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  officers  of  the  University,  and  leport  if 
|)Ossible  at  the  next  meeting. 

A  letter  has  been  received  fiom  Mr.  J.  A. 
McDowell,  the  cactus  aud  orchid  collector, 
dated  at  Ocoyoacac,  Mexico,  July  20th,  in 
which  he  says  that  he  is  meeting  with  good 
success  in  his  expeditions,  and  no  doubt  he 
will  have  some  rare  novelties  to  offer  next 
season.  Mr.  McDowell  expects  to  reach 
Monterey  where  his  business  is  located,  in 
about  two  weeks  to  attend  personally  to 
orders  which  have  not  been  attended  to  on 
account  of  his  absence. 

Do  n't  forget  about  storing  the  potting  soil, 
the  sand,  the  garden  loam,  leaf  mold,  etc.  so 
necessary  during  the  winter  and  spring  work 
among  your  cadli  and  other  plants. 
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Baltimore  wants  an  Arboretum  and 
Botanical  Garden. 

^INCR  the  matter  of  making  C'lifion  Park, 
*^  (ihe  houieslead  of  the  late  Johus  Hopkins) 
a  public  paik  has  been  definitely  settled,  the 
coMiiiiittee  appointed  by  the  Baltimore  Cactus 
Society  will,  iu  coujiintliion  wilh  the  com- 
mittees appointed  by  other  organizations  in- 
teresteii  in.  the  laying  off  of  a  portion  of  the 
grounds  for  an  arlioretiini  and  botanical  j^ar- 
den,  go  10  work  in  earnest,  and  hope  to  ac- 
compli-h  ihcir  aim.  Baltimore  with  its  popn- 
laii on  of  over  50o,(Xjo  and  with  its  unequalled 
i  iistilniions  of  learning  should  have  this  ar 
boiftnm  and  botanical  garden  for  educa- 
tional pnrposes:  and  we  have  it  from  the 
best  of  authority  that  it  was  the  original  in- 
ti  nlion  of  the  late  Mr  Hopkins  to  e.'-talilish 
on  these  grounds  a  botanical  garden,  and 
the  organiz  itions  interested  in  floriculture 
with  tile  aid  of  the  worldrenow^ued  Johns 
Hopkins  University  will  make  ati  itTort  to 
carry  out  his  intentions. 

Many  cities  have  them  whilst  other  are  es 
tablishing  them,  knowing  them  to  be  valu- 
able for  educational  purposes,  and  having 
a  tendencv  to  attract  visitors. 


AGE  IMPROVES  IT. 

The  Youth's  Comtanuin  has  entered  upon  its  stxty- 
uinthyear  of  publication,  and  as  one  says  who  has 
been  a  constant  reader  of  its  Alutnns  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  "It  has  steadily  improved  year  by  year.' 
Its  articles  to-day  cover  the  whole  field  of  life  and  ex- 
perience, furnishing  a  vast  amount  of  valuable  and  en- 
lertaininfj  readiug  of  a  character  not  found  elsewhere, 
and  of  so  great  a  variety  that  TheComi'anion  interests 
alike  each  member  of  the  family. 

The  Prospectus  for  the  volume  of  iSos  announces  an 
unusal  array  of  attractions ;  fourteen  serial  stories  a 
wealth  of  short,  anecdotes,  linmorous  sketches,  adven- 
tures, sience  of  home  articles,  titrtely  editorials  on  all 
important  questions,  and  more  than  two  hundred  origi- 
nal poerasof  the  highest  class. 

Full  Prospectus  and  specimen  copy  sent  free  on  ap- 
plication. Price  $1.73  per  year.  It  comes  every  week. 
Finely  Illustrated. 

The  Yocth's  Companion.  Boston,  Mass. 


If  you  want  interesting  reading  about  NATURAL 
HI.STORY  OF  THE  PACIl-IC  CO.\ST. 

Siibsoribe  tii 

"The  Oregon  Naturalist," 

An  Illustrated  Monthly  Magazine  devoted  to  the  Study 
of  Natural  History. 


SUBSCRIPTION  50  CENTS  PER  YEAR. 
Sample  copy  for  stamp,    l-ree  ICxcbange  to  Subscribers. 

Address,  D.  M.  AYERILL  &  CO  , 

p.  O.  BOX  3S3'  "  Portland,  Oregon. 


HKAUQUAKTKRS   FOR  "CACTUS  CRANkS.' 


RofiB  £iberft)  ftreet. 

Baltimore,  Md. 
JOS.  HERNICH,  Prop'R, 

I.ate  \t anager  Gerniaiiia  Mtenneiclior. 


'OUT  OF  DOORS  FOR  WOIVIEN" 

Mts.  ().  1,.  (  IRCUTI".  Editor, 

(  )R(UI  r,    CAl.IFt)UNIA. 


Send  10  cents  and  see  this  uuiqiie   Mai^axiiic 
for  yourself. 


l?rr*«f?jV 

4  lines,  6  words  to  line  (i  iusertiou)  for  25  cents. 
No  ad.  for  less  than  25  cents. 


CHOICK  NATIVE  CACTI. -I'or  25c.  in  stamps  I  will 
send  to  any  address,  postpaiil.  two  clmice  tifilive 
cacti.  '  Address,  Airs.  S.  I..  Ilrandebiiry. 

?  Shenandoah.  Colorado. 


TKXASond  MEXICAN  CACTI.-w  kinds,  including 
an  Agave  Macnlala,  by  mail  for$l,00 
All  well  motcd  and  hlooininj;  size. 
.'■3  M»s-  K.  h.  SHARPH.  I'lca^wnton,  Texas. 


Mrs.  THKonosi.^  B.  SHKniKRn.  Ventura  bytheSea  Cal 
offers  to  flower  lovers  a  grand  colltetion  of  Cacti 
;iiui  Succulcius.  Kaie  ni^ht  bloomers,  splendid 
Pliylloeiictns  ill  variety.  Seinpervivums,  etc. 

Choice  I'alms.  I.ovely  New   Hegonias.  New    AniHryllis, 

New  Fuchsias,  and  Rare  Plants.  Seeds,  and  ' 

llulbs  in  great  variety. 

l-'inest  col  ection  in  California.  Send  nc  for  catalogue. 


CALIFORNIA  BUI.BS     Three  v.  rieties  Brodia,  Pink 
and  White  Colochortns  10c  per  dozen. 
10  Cactus  cuttings.  20c. 
2-3  Mrs.  Sophia  K.  Wilson,  Dunlap.  Calif. 


WANTlvD-Cutlings  of  OPUNTIA  MONOCANTHA 
VARIHGATA  State  pritc  Cash  or  nnusuall)' 
l-btral  excliange. 

Address  California  Cactus  Co, 

SOLDIER'S  HOME  I*.  O., 

Los  Angeles  County,  Calirornia. 


CACTI— W* til  rooted  all  sizes  and  prices.  Fine  plants 
and  cuttings  ol  Cerens.  Kchinopsis,  Phyllocactns. 
Kpiphyllxims.  Opumias,  Agavt-s.  Aloes.  Casterias, 
Stapelias.  etc.  Large  variety  ;  also  full  line  of 
llower  and  vegetable  seeds. 

Send  lor  list.  \Vinfii:lp  S   Hakkv. 

Satisfaction  guaranteed.  1 15  Ka\ctte  St., 

2-4  Conshohocken.  Penna. 


CHOICK  PANSY.  CIS KRARI  x.  PKIMROM;s.  PALMS 
and  all  other  flower  seeds  and  plants  itt  louest 
pncts.     '  ataloguc  free  on  application 

IIiLiiHSHiviM's  Pansy  I'akm,  Box  5.''^,  Baltimore,  Md. 


SKKDLINO  CEREUS.  from  imported  seed.      25  ceuts, 
bv  mail,  or  will  exchnrigc  for  other  cacti. 

Address  C.  C.  Carlskn,  50S  Oliver  Place. 

Baltimore,  Md. 
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WILLIAM  TELL,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 

FINE  DIFFERKNT  CACTI, 

Prices  very  Low.  send  for  Free  catalogue. 

LIVINO  EOCK  CACTUS  25  Cents  Each. 
(12)  TEXAS  BULBS  Cheap. 

Chas.  Hamilton,  -^ florist^* 

Wavcrlj,  Balllniorc,  Md 

Cacti.  Agaves,  Aloes,  Gasltrias,  Hawortliias, 
MesenibryaiUheiminis,  Echeverias,  etc. 
Seedling  Cereus,  fine  plants,  50  to  $1.00 
(■2)  Cereus  Harailtonii,  $1  and  upwards. 

^|-|Q|r'^      Cacti  ^  make  a  business  of  sup- 

plying Choice  Collections 
at  reasonable  prices.  4  sample  plants  for  25  cents  in 
stamps. 

MRS.  FRANCES   BRIGHT, 


(12) 


VAN  RAUB,  TEXAS. 


^^Q-^j  Three  native  plants   25   cents.     Silver. 

Native  Crocus— three  for  10  cents. 
Mrs.  ALTA  SCOTT, 
Box  294.  (I2)  BOULDER,  COLO. 


J.  A.  McDowell  &  co. 

CITY  OF  MEXICO. 
Specialties  in  Cacti  and  Orchids. 


Headquarters  for  E.  McDowellii, (Rebut) 
and  other  novelties  of  merit. 

Send  for  our  price-list  and  one  of  the  following  sample 
collections  prepaiti. 

CACTI — 10  for  50c.;   20  for  lr.50;   30  for  I3. 00 

40  for  I5  00,  all  different. 

ORCHIDS— 5  for  #2  50;  10  for  I4.00;  15  forjly; 

20  for  #10.,  .splendid  selection. 

Remittances  to  be  made  in  Express  Money  Order  on 
New  York;  amounts  less  than  52.00  may  be  sent  in 
stamps. 

Address  all  communications  to 

J.  A.  Mcdowell  &  co. 

(12)  City  of  Mexico,  Mexico. 


RARE  CACTUS  i700  Sorts.) 
BOOKON  CACTUS  ANORARE  PLANTS 

116   PAGES,  FULL  OF   ENGRAVINGS.      lo  CENTS. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  Free. 

A.  BLANC  &  CO.,    Philadelphia. 


NEW  AND  EEMAEKABLE. 
THE  CALIFORNIA  GRIZZLY  BEAR  CACTUS. 

(Not  yet  named  by  science,) 
A  plant  rivaling  Pilocereus  Senilis 
in  the  length  and  quantity  of  coarse 
tawny  white  hair,  3  to  5  inches  long, 
covering  the  entire  plant.  Joints  4 
to  6  inches  long,  by  mail $1.50 

Opuntia  Tesseiata  Denudata  Cristata. 

A  beautiful  and  curious  form,  50c to  $15 

Cactns  Radiosus  Alversonii-Coulter, 

The  "Fox  Tail  Cactus,"  a  very  desira- 
ble Mamillaria,  new,  3  to  8  inches 
high, 75c.  to  $1.50 

EChlnOCaCtUS  PoiyanCiStrUS.    very  rare  and 

slriking/y  Imndsome.  Offered  by  no  other 
dealer  in  the  7cio)ld — only  a  feiv plants  lo  be  had. 
3  to  JO  inches  hio/i,  Sj.oo  to  .^25  00. 

O  Chlorotica 50c 

O.  Bernardino. .  . .  25c 
M.  Phellospernia.  .50c 

Basilaris,  theart-  shapel  SOC 

San  Bernardino, 
California. 


O.  Parryi 25c 

<).  Rutila. 50c 

C.  Mojavensis.  . .  .50c 
"With  all  mv  heart' 

A,  H.  ALTERSON, 

CoLLKCTOK  &,  Dealer. 


Wholesale  &  Retail. 


LYON  &  COBBE 

have  issued  their  new  Price-List  of 

CACTI,  i  AGAVES,  *  Etc., 

a  special  feature  of  which  is  their  list  of 
NOVELTIES. 

Every  inducement  is  given  to  BEGINNERS  by 

offers  of  CHEAP  collections  as  well  as 

to  CONNOISSEURS  by  the  special 

OFFERS. 

«»-Write  for  it  to 

LYON   &   COBBE, 

California  Bulb  and  Cactus  G-rowers, 

440  S.  BROADWAY, 
(125)  UOS  ANGELES,  CAL. 
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eSTASLISHEO   t9II. 

'a'is.^^/g/a^/s/©/®/g/@.'sy©/@/©/®/®/-§/®/®y^/ii/ia.|X  FRIEDERICH  ADOLPH  HAAGE,  Jr.  g^Tmany 

SEEDS  AND  PLANTS, 

>  LARGEST  COLLECTION  OF  CACTI  IN  EUROPE. 
STOCK  OF  OVER  150,000    PLANTS. 


LEMON  OIL 


->v-^^^ 


■s- 


KILLS  'INSECTS  i      oldest  anoi 

y     nuys,  Sells  ami   excliaugcs   Cacti   ami   Cacti   Seed 
German  Flower  ami  Vegetable  Seeds. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE,  FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 


ON  CACTI. 


FOR  SALE  BY 

Edwin  A.  Seidewitz. 


^  THE  BALTIMORE  CACTUS  SOCIETY. 

V  Organized  iSS,i,     .ti    Incorporated  iSqo, 


P 


ALL 

GARDEN 

REQUISITES, 


36   WEST   LEXINGTON    STREET, 
BALTIMORE,  MD. 


I" 


Active    M  e  m  b  b  r  ,s  h  i  p. 

Entrance  fee,  |i.oo 

Hues,    f3  oo   per   year. 

onorary  Membership  Fee,   fs.oo  per  year. 
I-RED.  W.  LANTZ,  Secretary, 

TI2  N.  Pori'LETON  Street. 

Baltimore,  Md. 


1797. 


BALTiMORE^^ENTENNIAL. 

Exposition  fl-om  May  15th  to  November  15th,  1897. 


1897. 


Population  verging  on  600,000 

Nearly  100,000  Increase  in  Four  Years. 

$63,000,000  Manufacturing  Increase. 

275  Miles   Rlectric   and   Cable  Street  Car   Lines. 

100,000  Busy  People  iti  Factories  alone. 

$41,000,000  in  Savings  Banks. 

$40,000,000  Annually  Paid  Out  in  Factories  Alone. 

Oyster   Product  over  11,000,000  Bushels   Annually. 

Twenty  Lines  of  Ocean  Steamers. 

Seat  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  &  NVonian's 

College. 

Seat  of  the  Roman    Catholic   Hierarchy. 

Seat  of  I'eahody   Institute. 

Rducattonal  Institutions  and  Libraries  Unsitrpassed  in 

the  United  States. 


Best  and  Biggest  Harbor. 

Most  Beautiful  Parks  in  the  Country. 

Perfect  Hospitals. 

On  all  Southern.  Western  and  Eastern  Trunk    Lines 

Second  Largest  Orain  Shipments  in  America. 

Finest  Manufacturing  Facilities  in  the  %Yorld. 

Largest  Number  of  Savings  Institution  in  America. 

Supply  Depot  for  and  Natural  Outlet  to  (he  Kntire 

S<}uth. 

Natural  Outlet  for  Trans  Atlantic  Kxports. 

Inexhaustible  and  Best  Water  Supply  in  America. 

Surrounded  by  Richest  Farming  Country  East  of 

the  Alleghauies. 
Most  Extensive  Crnning  Industries  in  the  World. 

Breweries  and  Distilleries  Equal  to  any  in  the 
I'niled  St;Ues. 


Strongest  Banks  in  the  World. 

ANDTHEHOMEOFTHEONLY  CACTUS  JOURNALiNTHE  U.S 


KNOKA.\*INO.  BINl  )I  >4  0 

*  ^  ^^1  *  ^^ 

LANTZ  &  ARNOLD, 


Book  and  Job  Printers,/ 


213  E.  Lombard  Street, 

BALTIMORE,  no 

^    ?8e    ^ 

Estimates  Furnished.         Horticultural  C 
PRI  NTERS  OF  THE  CACTUS  JOURNAL. 


Trial  Collection 

Lindin. 


Blooming  Size  Cacti 


C.  Colubrinus  :sc  ;    C    C, 
soni,    20c  ,  E-   Texeusis, 
M.AppIanata,  2.sc.  All  ppd 
Blood  Cactus.  30c  all  by 
rieties.   $1.00.      Sa 
trill.    Some  large 
Wizlizenii.    Texcn 
glomeratus,  etc.    Never  so  cheap 
CURT.  K.  PLUMB, "Cactus  Crank 


rus  (cutl  ISC  ;    I"".  Siinji 

C.    Caespit'isus,    j.sc  ; 

with  guide  to  culture,  $1.00 


f 

ul.s.  ^ 

? 


all  by  exp.  $1.00.     Sample,  isc.  13  va-  it 

tisfaction    Ouaranteed.      Give    me  a  A 

Specimen  Cacti    at   half  price.     E-  h 

isis.   Horizouthalunius,     E.  C    Con-  I 


RARE  CACTI  AND  MEXICAN  PLANTS. 

Specimen  Plants  of  tall  groL-lng  Cereiis  and    otlier  va- 
rieties constantly  on  hand  ;  also  C.\CTI  SEKI>S  iti 
great  variety. 
Received  higlust  award  at  World's  Eair,   Cliicago, 
Illnstraled  Catalogue  I'ree. 


9J. 


MILTON,  WIS 


ANNA  B,  NICKELS. 


Collector  &  Dealer, 
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THE  ACME  ADJUSTABLE  FANCY 


METAL  POT  LABEL. 

Valuable  for  Couservatories,  Exhibitions, 
Florists,  Store  Windows.  Seed  Hans.  etc. 

Maiiufaclureil  from  decorated  tin  and  brass,  of  neat 
appearance,  will  last  for  years  ;  holds  movable  card 
board  for  name  of  plant  always  leg-ible.  protected  from 
moisture  by  transparent  Mica  bize  5^/^  inclies  long, 
I  inch  wide      bend  for  descriptive  circular 

Tin  Labels,  price  per  100.  $1.75  I  in  Labels,  sample 
dozen,  postpaid.  30c  Brass  Labels,  per  lou  f2.25 
Brass  Labels,  sample  dozen  postpaid,  3o. 

HERMANN  EOLKER, 


218  Fulton  St.,      (q...) 


NEW  YORK. 


C     EPPLER    &.    SONS, 

Steam  Factors  of 

CEDAR  &  CYPRESS  WATER  TANKS 

Of  anv  capacity,  for  Plorists,  Gardeners 
aud  -Suburban  Residences,  &c. 
Leadenhall  and   Stockholm    Sts., 
(12)  BALTIMORE,  MD. 


CACTI 


15  different  varieties 
for  1 1. 00 


In    great 

variety. 


Semi  lor  free  catalogue. 

Pltocerens  Senilis,        ...        3 
Astrophytum  Myriostigma, 
Aiilialoiilum  Fissurattim, 

Living  Rock, 
Kchinocactus  Grussonii, 
"  urnatus, 

Texensis, 
Setispmns, 
Intel  textus  dasya- 
*  canllius, 

Mamillaria  Cirrhifera', 

Parklnsonia, 
Kcbinocereus  Uaespitosns, 

3  bunches  of  K.  c.  Pectinatns. 
oU  heads  each. 

WM.TELL,  Austin,  Tex. 


I  .35 
.40 

•& 
I.IIO 
.6fl 
.10 
.0.5 

.30 
.So 
.30 

.05 


Choice  Cultivated  Cacti  Ciieap. 

3  large  two  year  old  named  cacti,  50  cents. 

:■,  large  blooming  size  Calla  Bulhs,  ,so  cenls 
A  fine  named  Echeveria  with  each  $1.00  order. 
MRS.   M.  E.    PATTERSON, 
(12)  GLENDALE,  CAL. 
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ELECTROS 

OF 

CUTS   USED  IN   THIS  jOURN.AI 

FOR    SAI.F.     P.V 

L.^NTZ  .1-   .ARNOLD,    Printers. 
Bai.timorf,.    Mn. 


^ 


"GARDKNIJSrQ" 

V.'M.  FAIXONER,  Editor. 
SUBSCRIPTION     SB2.00    PER     YEAR. 

Published  twice  a  month,  by 

THE  GARDENING   COMPANY, 

MONON   BUILDING,  CHICAGO,  ILL 

Practical  hiiits  ou  liorliculture, 
gardening,  etc 

THE  BEST  PAPER  PUBLISHED. 


1  l^e  (galifeFnia  (saetus  (se., 

Growers  and  Collectors  of 

Cacti  and  Rare  Succulents, 

Scenic  and  Decorative  Plants. 

Soldiers'  Home  Post  Office, 
ivQg  Angeles  County,  California. 


Wholesale 
and  Retail  . 


Heaflparters  for  Cacti, 

1  live  where  tliey  srow,  and  can  fnriiish  line  bloom- 
ing plants  ai  hair  what  you  pav  those  who  have  to 
send  so  far  for  thelrstJick. 

COLLECTIONS. 

No.  I— 12  Nice  Cacti,         .         -        .  $1x0 

No.  2     25  Larger,   blooming  size,         .       $;^  00 

No   3—50  Fine  Large,  for  propagating,  Is  00 

^'"'I'heseare  my  selection,  and  as  1  ha\e  special 

l-ales  with  Express  Companies,  I  can  send 

tliem  at  half-price. 

SEND    STAMP    FOR    PRICE-LIST. 

Mrs.  MAUD  M.  BRIGGS,  Prop., 
El  Paso,  Texas. 
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